
Masses, Devotions and Services 
Sunday 12th June 

 

9.00am Mass  Dorothy & Samuel Dutton 11th Sunday of the Year 

11.00am Mass  Jessie Ratcliffe 

6.00pm Mass  Jessie Ratcliffe 

Monday 13th June 9.15am Mass Tony Gallagher St Anthony of Padua 

Tuesday 14th June 9.15am Mass  Harry Hill Weekday  

Wednesday 15th June 9.15am Mass 

12.30pm  

Bernard Cawley 

Funeral Service: Maureen Moralee 
Weekday  

Thursday 16th June 9.15am Mass  Richard Lewin St Richard of Chichester 

Friday 17th June 9.15am Mass  E Dixon (CWL) In Thanksgiving Weekday  

Saturday 18th June 

 

10am Mass  

 

No intention Weekday 

Sunday 19h June 

 

9.00am Mass  People of the Parish 12th Sunday of the Year 

11.00am Mass  Tom House 

6.00pm Mass  Special Intention (DS) 
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Ministries Next Week: 19th June—12th Sunday of the Year 

 9am Mass 11am Mass 6pm Mass 

Readers 
 

A. Gorman 
K. Wilson 

J. Ratcliffe 
A. Dawes 

B. Cole 
D. Strachan 

Extraordinary 
Ministers 

J. Conroy 
E. Harber 
G. Harber 

G. Davison 
R. Soulsby 
D. Shearer 

S. Smith 
M. Illingworth 
L. Edwards 

Altar Servers 
 

E Boyle  
G Sykes  

P Glancey 
 

J Dowd  
O Bruce  

Children’s Liturgy Leader: Ruth  : Companion; Sylvie  

Deanery Telephone Numbers 

Fr Ian Hoskins, Longhorsley  01670 788344  Fr Stephen Watson, Ashington  01670 812200 

Fr Lee Barrett, Cramlington  01670 712476   Fr Peter Leighton, Alnwick 01665 6020124 

Wansbeck Hospital Chaplaincy 0191 293 4268   Cramlington Hospital Switchboard   0344 811 8111 

St George’s  Park Hospital Chaplaincy   01670 501815   

Going into Hospital? 

If you are going into hospital and you want the Chaplain to visit you, please remember it is your responsibility 
to ask for the Chaplain to visit, as the chaplains are no longer informed about the faith of the patients. 

There are none so unforgiving as those who have never committed any great sin of 
their own …. who have never had their comfortable standards put to the test …. who 
have never sought forgiveness with any great need. Perhaps for these people it doesn't 
seem any big deal to withhold forgiveness because they have never experienced the joy 
and relief of receiving it.  
 
It's a very different story for those who know the burden of guilt, for those who wish 
they could put the clock back and undo the sins that colour their future. For these peo-
ple, forgiveness is liberation and salvation. This is how the woman of ill repute must 
have felt in today's gospel. She had the burden of sin taken away from her and she was 
overwhelmed with gratitude and love for Jesus. "He who has been forgiven little loves 
little," Jesus tells us. To know the importance of forgiveness in our own lives is to know 
the importance of forgiveness for others too. 
 
Nowadays we are very quick to label people and judge them. Every time we open a 
newspaper or switch on our television we find ourselves automatically judging the poli-
tician who has had an affair, or the football hooligan who has trashed a city bar. But to 
have an unforgiving nature is to deny someone the chance to change. To deny some-
one forgiveness is to label them by their sin and fail to see anything worthy in them. 
 
The Pharisees were careful to segregate themselves from sinners lest they became un-
clean. They saw their uninvited female guest as nothing more than a sinner, and they 
were appalled that Jesus did not see her in the same way. Jesus on the other hand saw 
her as someone with faith and a genuine desire to live her life in a different way. The 
invitation for us today is that we see people not by their past misdemeanours, but by 
their true worth. We are invited to share in the love and freedom that forgiveness can 
bring. 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

Retired Priest Father James Doherty, also in residence 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Oldgate, Morpeth, NE61 1QF 

  (Tel) 01670 513 410  

 (Email) morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com 

The Parish of  
Saint Robert of Newminster, Morpeth 

12th June 2016 - 11th Sunday of the Year 

The Holy Father’s Intentions For June 
General: Human Solidarity: That the aged, marginalized, and those who have no one may 
find–even within the huge cities of the world–opportunities for encounter and solidarity. 
 
MIssionary: Seminarians and Novices: That seminarians and men and women entering reli-
gious life may have mentors who live the joy of the Gospel and prepare them wisely for their mis-
sion.  



Please pray for …  Candidates for the Sacra-
ments; Women; the needy and hungry of 
the world; penitents and wanderers.   Those 
who are sick: please pray for all who are 
sick, for all who are in hospital, hospice or 
nursing homes  Those who have died re-

cently including Maureen Moralee whose Funeral Service 
will be held on Wednesday at 12.30pm; and for all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Offertory Collection 
Total Offertory - £998.78 - THANK YOU 

 
Tea and Coffee 

Tea and Coffee is served after morning Masses every Sun-
day in the Church Hall. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Parish Newsletter 
Items for the newsletter should be emailed to Marian on 
marian@marianbell.f2s.com or to the parish office on 
morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk or drop a 
note in at the Presbytery, by 12pm on a Thursday. 

 
Bonus Ball Winners 

CWL Bonus Ball winners on Saturday 4
th

 June. Bonus Ball 
No 30. The lucky winners receiving £25  were:   Father 
Peter, Trish Walker & Chris Offord.  Well done and good 
luck for the next draw! 

 
Collections 

Lay Training Fund collection closes today (12th June).  
Day for Life collection next Sunday (19th June).  Both are 
eligible for Gift Aid through the Diocese; would envelope 
users please use one of the special collection envelopes in 
your box.  

 
Bible Sharing Group 

Meet each Tuesday from 1pm-2pm in the 
church hall.  All are welcome. 

 
Saturday Morning Devotions 

The Rosary is prayed on a Saturday at 9.40am; 
 and after 10am Mass; we will have Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament.    No Confessions this week as Fr 
Peter is attending the Diaconate Ordinations in New-
castle. 
 

CAFOD. 
There is a serious food crisis in Ethiopia. Extreme weather 
shifts, part of the El Niño effect, mean severe drought has 
left millions of people in need of emergency food aid. 
400,000 children are already suffering from malnutrition 
and we need to act now to prevent a far more terrible 
crisis.  Special collection envelopes will be available this 
weekend for CAFOD’s emergency humanitarian response. 
Please give as generously as you feel 
able (envelopes should be placed in 
the Offertory Collection) but, more 
importantly, please pray for those 
who are suffering. 

 
Father Jim’s Birthday!! Sshush!!!!  

We will be having a parish party to celebrate Father Jim’s 
90th Birthday.  We hope you will join in and celebrate. 
This will be on Friday 1st July at 7pm …. But we need to 
know how many will be coming …. To 
help with catering will you please sign the 
list in church to indicate if you will be 
coming and how many others you will be 
bringing.  It will be a “BYOD” night—bring 
your own drink, but everything else will 
be provided free. 

 

Diocesan Justice & Peace Refugee Project 
The Diocesan Justice & Peace Refugee Project are very 
grateful for continued donations of food and men’s toi-
letries.  There are now over 400 clients of whom over 100 
are classed as destitute with no benefits or other in-
come.   Apart from tins of fish, meat and tomatoes, toilet-
ries such as shampoo, shower gel and shaving gel and 
razors are soap are very popular.  Also men’s clothing and 
shoes (leaflet in church porch with more information). 
 

 
First Holy Communion Celebrations 

Children from our parish will be celebrating their First 
Holy Communion Mass on Saturday 25th June at 10am.  
Please keep all our young children in your prayers at this 
time. 
 

Catholic Social Thought and Practice Lecture 
 Prof Martin Daunton (Cambridge University): ‘Time Will 
Tell: Thinking about Intergenerational Justice’. 
 Pemberton Lecture Rooms, Palace Green, 
Durham. Monday 20 June at 4pm - 5.30pm.   
Please email: ccs.admin@durham.ac.uk to book a place. 

 
Ushaw Lecture: 

Dr Claire Daunton (Cambridge University): 
‘Pugin's Medievalism: Stained Glass In Focus’. Exhibition 
Hall, Ushaw College. Tuesday 21 June 6.00pm to  
7.15pm lecture  (5.30pm drinks reception).  
Email: hannah.thomas2@durham.ac.uk to book a place. 
 

Northumberland Deanery Meeting 
There will be a Deanery meeting “20 Churches Working 
Together” on Saturday 18

th
 June at Our Lady & St Wilfrid 

Church Hall, Waterloo Road, Blyth, NE24 1EA from  
12:30pm until 3pm.  The Theme will be ‘Who can I be a 
neighbour to?’  The day includes Prayer and Reflection, 
Practical ideas for our parishes, Getting ready for a Pil-
grimage to the Holy Door of Mercy, St Mary’s Cathedral 
and enjoying a shared lunch table - please feel free to 
bring something small.  For free bus transport from 
around the Deanery - please contact Jerry Laidler on 
07801452372.   All are welcome 
 

2
nd

 July – Holy Door of Mercy Deanery Pilgrimage  
This Pilgrimage is an opportunity to obtain the Jubilee 
Plenary Indulgence announced by Pope Francis at the 
opening of the Year of Mercy.  Holy Mass will be celebrat-
ed at 12:30pm with the Cathedral kindly providing altar 
servers and a sacristan.  There will be an op-
portunity for the sacrament of reconciliation 
during the Pilgrimage. You will be free to 
bring your own packed lunch or you may wish 
to visit the Cathedral Cloister Cafe or one of 
the other nearby eating places.  Free bus 
transport from around the Deanery.  More 
details later.  All are welcome.  Please  sign list 
if coming. 

 
Society of St Vincent de Paul 

The SVP will meet in the presbytery on 
Wednesday 15th June at 7.30 p.m.  Potential 
new members are welcome to come along. 
 

Christian Aid Week - Thanks 
Many thanks to all who helped and contributed to the 
Christian Aid Week house to house collection. The total 
collected by St Robert’s was £1221 which is 
£287 less than last year, due to the lack of 
volunteers to do the collecting. However, 
those who did collect achieved a marvel-
ous result and grateful thanks to them. 

 

Parish Gift Aid return 
The Gift Aid return for the parish for the tax year 2015-16 
has been submitted to the Diocese. The total of eligible 
offerings is £55,008, a 27% increase on the previous year. 
Many thanks to all parishioners who 
participate in the Gift Aid scheme for 
such a tremendous response to last 
year’s appeal for increased offertories. 
 

DBS Checks 
It is important that all those who perform any form of 
ministry in the parish have their Disclosure and Barring 
Service checks complete.  At the moment, some of these 
checks are now outstanding.   We ask all those who re-
ceived forms recently to complete and return them as 
soon as possible. 
 

Catholic Women’s League 
Could you help us support our local Women’s Refuge?  

The CWL National Project for 2016 is to 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL WOMEN’S REFUGE.   
Morpeth Section has been in touch with our 
local refuge and they would be delighted to 
receive any donations of new single bed-
ding (sheets, duvet, duvet covers, pillows 
and pillow cases) and/or towels. If any pa-

rishioners would like to help a box will be available for 
donations in the Church Hall from Sunday 19

th
 June until 

Sunday 26
th

 June.  If you prefer to give a cash donation 
then please see any member of the Catholic Women’s 
League.  Thank you in anticipation. 
 

Seven Bridges Sponsored Walk.  
Thank you everyone that took part in the sponsored walk 
last Sunday.  The weather played its part and it was a 
lovely stroll along the banks of the river Wansbeck. All of 
the children, as well as the adults seemed to enjoy the 
walk, and of course the refreshments in the Church Hall 
that followed, thanks to Pat Ibbetson and Elphin Conroy.  
The walk was in aid of the St Robert’s Restoration Fund.  
When all of the sponsor money has been collected we 
will let you know the final amount.  Once again thank 
you. 
 

Preparing for Baptism 
For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must 
be a baptised Catholic. Mass on a Saturday Evening or a 
Sunday is expected. One of the godparents is also ex-
pected to be a practising Catholic. We ask parents also to 
attend the Baptism For Preparation meeting. In the near 
future these meetings will alternate between St Bede’s 
Church and St Robert’s Church. Any parents wishing to 
attend should speak to Fr Peter. After the Baptism 
Course, the parents should speak once again to Fr Peter 
and make arrangements for an appointment to fix a date 
for a Baptism. The next Baptism meeting will be held at St 
Bede’s, Bedlington at 6.30pm on Thursday 7th July.  

 
Day of Recollection for Catechists 

There is to be a Day of Recollection for Catechists with 
Rev. John McLoughlin, Episcopal Vicar for Formation in 
the Archdiocese of Liverpool, which will take place on 
Saturday 2nd  July 2016, 10.00am - 3.00pm in St. Hilda’s 
Diocesan Resource Centre, Newcastle, NE15 7PY. If Cate-
chists wish to attend, please contact: Tel: 0191 243 3313  

 
Day for Life 

The 2016 Day for Life focuses on the wonder of the gift of 
human life.  A Retiring Collection will be taken on Sunday 
19th June for the work of the Anscombe Bioethics 
Centre.  Further information can be found at 
www.dayforlife.org/ 
 

Diaconate Ordinations 
Some new Deacons are to be or-
dained at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sat-
urday morning.  They will then work 
and minister in the parishes from 
which they have been trained.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.  
Please note that Fr Peter will be 
present at this Mass and therefore 

NO Confessions on Saturday. 
Do you think you have a vocation to be a Permanent 
Deacon?  Have you ever discussed it with anyone? 
 

Race for Life 
Leanne Baty and Laura Cole (from St Robert’s First 
School) are taking part in the Race for Life on 9th July 
2016 to raise money for Cancer Research.  Leanne is rais-
ing money in memory of Father Lawrence and Laura in 
memory of her mum. If anyone would like to sponsor 
them either visit www.justgiving.com and search for their 
names or see them in person. 
 

Re-cycle your shoes and contribute to UNICEF 
Clarks shoe shops, including the Morpeth 
store, operate a scheme for recycling your 
old or unwanted shoes, no matter what the 
condition and use the proceeds to fund 
education projects with UNICEF. Please see 
the leaflet on the church notice board for 
details. 
 

National Marriage and Family Life Pilgrimage 
A first-ever National Marriage & Family Life Pilgrimage 
weekend will be hosted at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Walsingham from August 12 to 14. Organiser Sam 
Lidgley said: “The event aims to celebrate, support and 
promote marriage and the family. It will be a fun-packed 
weekend with an opportunity to deepen our understand-
ing of marriage and family life in the world today. “It will 
be a relaxed weekend for the whole family. The Shrine 
will provide a place to camp and a general schedule for 
activities, workshops and liturgical celebration. There is 
no charge for the weekend and all welcome.” There will 
be a special blessing for all married couples by Mgr John 
Armitage on Saturday 13th August. For further details, 
please email family@walsingham.org.uk  
 

Flame 2017 
The third Flame Congress takes place on 11th March 
2017 at Wembley Arena, London.  The diocese is arrang-
ing for 1000 young people in Year 10 and above to travel 
from the diocese (Yr9s may be allowed to go also!).  
There will be 20 coaches leaving with local pick-up 
points.  We will need to know how many wish to go from 
St Robert’s.  It will be a very long day, arriving at Wem-
bley at 11.30am and departing at 6.30pm.  We will also 
need some adults to accompany our young people.  A list 
will be available next week to sign.  Parish will cover the 
£40 per person cost. 
 

Prayers for Vocations Night  
On Thursday 16th June Father David Smith, the Diocesan 

Vocations Promoter, from New-
castle, is coming to St Robert’s 
Parish Hall to make a presenta-
tion on Vocations followed by 
Prayer. It is a night for anyone 
who wants to pray for vocations. 

If we need and want more priests, we have to pray for 
that intention … come along and see what Fr David Smith 
has to say.,  If you feel you have a vocation to the priest-
hood come along and have a chat with Father David. 
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