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Brinkburn Partnership Prayer
Come Holy Spirit, renew your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. Father, pour out Your Spirit upon our Partnership, and grant us a new vision of Your Glory, a new experience of your power, a new consecration to your service, that your love may grow among us, and your kingdom come; through Christ our Lord,
Amen
THINK PARTNERSHIP, NOT PARISH!
Partnerships – A strategy for halting communities in
decline
Some people have not yet grasped what the “Parish to Partnership” process is; and the difference it is going to make to
worshipping communities in the Diocese of Hexham and
Newcastle.
It’s about developing a deep and long-term cultural change in
people lives, which requires being in mission rather than
carrying out mission activities. Discovering God as our primary partner in mission and being in tune with His dreams
and desires for local communities.
The overall aim of the process is for groups of Parishes to
work as one to promote the Mass, Reconciliation, Prayer
and Community Service across the Diocese with reduced
resources. A test of soundness for this process to work is
based on the following:
To be positively Prepared
Brinkburn Partnership should seek to meet objectively assessed community development needs, parishioner requirements and to take into account an ever-ageing Catholic population.
To be Justified
Any decisions made should be based on robust and credible evidence and not just on attendance and finance.
If any church is to close the decision must be made against
a reasonable alternative.
To be Effective
Any new initiatives which are undertaken must be able to
be delivered and have the support of the various communities.
A change in mind set and a belief that “things are no longer
able to be the same as they were before”
Reflect co-operation and collaboration across partnership
boundaries.
Structures put in place to monitor growth outreach and
spiritual renewal.
A Catholic community can survive without a resident Priest/
Deacon. It can do this to the extent that the parishioners
catch on to this basic aspect of our Faith; the Church is
made up of a partnership of co-believers. ALL BELIEVERS not just Priests and Religious – are responsible for its survival and future growth. It is on the shoulders of these partners in Faith that the Church will be carried forward. If this
can be achieved it will prove life-changing for all.
Michael Mc Peake, Sacred Heart and St Cuthbert, Amble

So, with Michael’s letter in mind, let us begin with a
new PARTNERSHIP COMMUNICATIONS GROUP NOW!!!!
The Partnership Development Group wishes to establish a
group of people that will be responsible for “Communications” across
the Partnership. We want people
who have some skill and initiative to
produce a regular Partnership Newsletter, and someone who can help
develop and maintain a Partnership
Website and Facebook page. Do
you have any desktop publishing skills, word processing skills,
or IT / web design skills that we can use to help develop the
way we communicate with each other? Please contact your
Parish Priest or speak to Fr Peter Stott (01670 513410 /
morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk) or Fr Shaun
Purdy (01670 812200 parishpriestashington@gmail.com) for
further information or if you can offer your skills.
Interesting courses we can join together in…..
Immortal Diamond Group – A series of sessions of
group reflection, contemplation and sharing to be held on the
last Wednesday of the month, commencing 25th April
2018, at Our Lady and St Joseph’s Parish House, New Hartley, (1:30 – 3:30 pm), and based on the book ‘Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True Self’ by Richard Rohr.
(required reading) More information from Mary McCullough
(01665 712247 or mary.mccullough@yahoo.co.uk)
Northern Scripture Festival: Saturday 12th May 2018
(10:00am – 4:30pm), All Saints School, York. A day for
Christians to experience the Bible afresh through informative
and inspiring talks, workshops and worship. See posters and
from Kathryn Turner – spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk
Vocation Discernment Weekend:
Friday 14th - Sunday 16th September 2018. The Beda
College in Rome, together with St Beuno’s Spirituality Centre in North Wales, are running a discernment weekend for
men between the ages of 30 -55. The primary focus of the
weekend is the possibility of priestly vocation in later life, so
it is limited to men between the ages of 30 and 55. (It is also
suitable for men not specifically considering priesthood as it
is not presumed that any major choice or commitment will
be made during the weekend. Information/booking at:
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-eventsretreats/weekend-individually-guided-retreat-men-aged-30 or
from Fr Peter Verity: p.verity@bedacollege.com

EASTER MASS TIMES 2018
IN THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP
Amble: Sacred Heart and St Cuthbert Church
Holy Thursday 29th March
7:00pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday 30th March
11:00am Stations of the Cross
3:00pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 31st March
11:30am -12:00noon Confessions
7:00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Day 1st April
9:30am Holy Mass
Widdrington Station: St Joseph’s Church
Good Friday 30th March
1:45pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
Ashington: St Aidan’s Church
Holy Thursday 29th March
7:30pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(followed by watching until 11:00 pm)
Good Friday 30th March
9:45am Ecumenical Walk of Witness
(starting at Lintonville Medical Centre)
3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 31st March
8:00pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Easter Day 1st April
10:30 am Holy Mass
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea: St Mary’s Church
Easter Day 1st April
9:00am Holy Mass
Bedlington: St Bede’s Church
Good Friday 30th March
3:00pm Commemoration of the Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday 31st March
8:00pm Easter Vigil
Longhorsley: St Thomas of Canterbury Church
Good Friday 30th March
3:00 pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 31st March
8.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Day 1st April
11:00am Easter Sunday Mass
Morpeth: St Robert of Newminster Church
Holy Thursday 29th March
7:00pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(followed by Watching until 10pm in Church Hall)
Good Friday 30th March
9.15am Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
10.00am Children’s Stations of the Cross
11.25am Procession of Witness
(gather at St James Church from 11.15am onwards)

3:00pm Commemoration of the Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday 31st March
9.15am Office of Readings and Morning Prayer
11am—12noon Confessions
Easter Day 1st April
9:00am Easter Sunday Mass
11:00am Easter Sunday Mass
PLEASE NOTE: NO EVENING MASS

Youth Coordinator
Thomas Carrott has been appointed as the new Youth Coordinator for the ‘Brinkburn’ and ‘Heavenfield’ Partnerships.
He begins work on 8th May and one of his first duties will be
to try to get around all the Sunday Masses to introduce himself. He will also begin to arrange meetings to meet interested parties. This is a mammoth task considering all the Parishes that are included, but he will eventually appear at your
church. Hopefully every parish will have a group of people
willing to help Thomas in his work, but remember … he is
only the Coordinator … every parish has to work hard to support Thomas in what we are expecting him to do in our parishes.
And as Eastertide moves towards Pentecost……
“Rosary on the Coast”
A National Act of Witness. ‘Brinkburn Partnership’ will meet
on Sunday 29th April at 3:00pm at St Bartholomew’s Anglican Churchyard, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea – see posters and
www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/ We hope that each parish
will lead a Decade of the Rosary and so join in this incredible
act of witness taking place at many points around the UK
coast.
Mass of Affirmation
Parishioners from throughout the Partnership Parishes who
are actively committed and involved in their parish are invited to come along and join in the celebration of this Mass of
Affirmation. If you are a member of the Partnership Development Group or any other Partnership Groups that now
meet regularly, or if you are a member of your own Parish
Council, or Parish Finance Committee, or any other group in
the parish that meets regularly, you are invited … Friday 18th
May 2018 at 7:30 pm at Sacred Heart and St Cuthbert
Church, Amble
And finally……….
ARE YOU A TEACHER?
IS YOUR FAITH IMPORTANT TO YOU?
Would you be interested in teaching
opportunities in our Catholic Schools?
If you have considered a move into Catholic Education and
would like to know more please contact David Sutcliffe,
Headteacher of St Robert’s First School, Morpeth Tel: 01670
512031 or admin@st-roberts.northumberland.sch.uk
Lord God, on the Sabbath Jesus rested.
He was in the grave; He had finished his work.
To most peoples’ eyes,
it looked as if it was all over;
He was dead and buried.
But only as a seed dies when it is planted in the earth,
Not to decay, but to spring into new life.
Teach us to take refuge in You when we are afraid
Teach us that death is not our end
Teach us to hope always in You,
and in the Resurrection, the making all things New.
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

A Happy and Holy Easter to all our
Partnership and to all other Partnerships and Peoples

