Masses, Services and Devotions
St Bede’s Church
Bedlington
Saturday
11th August
St Clare

St Robert of Newminster Church
Morpeth

5.00pm The Rosary
9.40am: The Rosary
5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions
10.00am Mass: The McCafferty Family
5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 10.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
11am—12noon Confessions

Sunday
12th August
19th Sunday B
Monday
13th August

9.00am Mass: Bridget Davison
11.00am Mass: Special Intention
6.00pm Mass: Nkiru Onono
10.00am Mass: Andrew Wright

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9.00am The Angelus
9.15am Mass: No Intention

10.00am Mass: No Intention
7.00pm Vigil Mass: Joseph Riley

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9.00am The Angelus
9.15am Mass: Jerome Thompson

Weekday

Tuesday
14th August
St Maximilian Kolbe

Wednesday
15th August
Solemnity BVM

Thursday
16th August

HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION
The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
10.00am Service of Word and Communion

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9.00am The Angelus
9.15am Mass: No Intention

10.00am Mass: No Intention

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
9.00am The Angelus
9.15am Service of Word and Communion

5.00pm The Rosary
5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions
5.30pm Vigil Mass: James Craik

9.40am: The Rosary
10.00am Mass: Kevin O’Malley
10.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
11am—12noon Confessions

Weekday

Friday
17th August
Weekday

Saturday
18th August
Weekday

12.30pm Mass: No Intention
7.00pm Mass: People of the Parish

Sunday
19th August
20th Sunday B

9.00am Mass: Peggy Hope
11.00am Mass: Mrs P Onono
12.30pm Baptism: Arabella Ivy Sayer
6.00pm Mass: Elphin Conroy

The Pope’s Intention for August
The treasure of Families. That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as
one of the treasures of humanity.
Pilgrimage to Spain 2019
St Aidan’s Parish, Ashington, are organising a Pilgrimage to
Spain from 10th - 15th June 2019, visiting Salamanca, Valladolid, Avila and Segovia. Price £960 per person sharing a
twin / double room on a half-board basis. Single rooms are
available at a supplement of £180.
‘Contact The Elderly’
Are you aged over 75? Would you like to meet new people? ‘Contact the Elderly’ organise Sunday afternoon Tea
Parties for those aged over 75. Contact Valerie Walker on
0191 242 0186 or visit
www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk/
There are also opportunities for
others to get involved as Drivers,
Hosts and Coordinators.

Diocesan Courses and Days of Reflection
The diocesan Liturgy Office have prepared a
series of Reflection Days and Study Days. Full
Details are on our Parish Notice boards for:

Day of Reflection for All Ministers;

Day of Reflection for Lay Leaders;

Courses for New Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion;

New Lay Leaders of Celebrations in absence of a
priest;

Readers Training;

New Sacristans Training.
For further details of times, dates and costs of these courses please contact Bernadette at the parish office or speak
to Fr Peter. Bookings for these courses have deadlines,
some fairly soon, so please do not wait until it is too late.
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Sunday 12th August 2018 - 19th Sunday Year B
We are almost fifty years on from the first moon landing; yet as time goes by, the murmurings that it might never have happened gather momentum. “How could the flag be fluttering on an atmosphere free moon?” “How did the astronauts take such stunning photographs with apparent multiple light sources when their only light source was the sun?” It
seems that when anyone makes an incredible claim, there will be those who seek to discredit it. It’s far easier to pick holes in an amazing claim than to support it. It’s good that
we have questioning minds, but what if our questions lead us up a blind alley where we
are suddenly incapable of belief.
Put yourself In Jesus’ shoes. You’ve worked inexplicable miracles, not least the feeding of five thousand with just five loaves
and two fishes. Now you try to explain to the crowds that
your miracle wasn’t just about feeding a bunch of hungry people, your miracle was a sign of your divinity. “I am the living
bread, that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread
will live forever, and the bread that I will give is my flesh for
the life of the world.” The people have a hard time believing
your claim. Even though they’ve witnessed your great miracle,
they mutter to each other. “Who’s he trying to kid … we
knew his parents and we know where he’s from … how can
he have come down from heaven?”
Maybe the crowds were looking for more signs … more miracles! If we were in Jesus’ shoes we might have obliged with a
few more miracles, but Jesus knows that this is not the answer.
Instead, he makes us a promise. “I am the bread of life, anyone
who eats this bread will live forever.” If we share in Christ’s
Eucharist, our faith will be nourished and we will inherit everlasting life.

Please pray for: The Church: A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews:
Those who suffer Persecution, Oppression
and Denial of Human Rights: Europe, Human
Life; Seafarers. Please pray for those who
are sick, especially for Fr Jim Doherty; for all
who have died recently and for all whose
anniversaries occur at this time.
Offertory Collections: Saturday 4th / Sunday 5th August
St Bede’s: £272.60 / St Robert’s: £856.07
St Robert’s Parish Gift Aid
The return for the financial year for St Robert’s Parish for
2017/18 has been submitted to the Diocesan Gift Aid Office. If any parishioners who are part of gift aid scheme wish
to know the total of their contributions for the year, please
contact Gerry Harber on  01670 517829 or email gerald.harber@talktalk.net
Welcome
If you are new to our parishes or are a visitor to Bedlington
or Morpeth attending one of our churches this weekend,
we hope you feel very welcome among us.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
We have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every morning at St Robert’s
Church from 8.30am-9am and at St Bede’s
on a Friday morning from 9.15am-9.50am.
These moments of prayer are important
for the church and for us as we gather to
pray for all our needs.
New Monstrance
We received recently a new Monstrance for
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. This
monstrance has been donated to the parish by
Mr Jacob Conroy in memory of Elphin, and it is
currently used every day for our Adoration.
We are most grateful for this very generous
gift to St Robert’s Parish.
Newsletter Items
Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for
the parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish
office email address at St Robert’s available on the front of
this newsletter or to fmbeaton@btinternet.com
Tea and Coffee after Mass
We have tea and coffee available after the Vigil Mass at St
Bede’s each Saturday evening. We also have tea and coffee
available after the 9am and 11am Masses at St Robert’s on
Sunday morning.
Holyday of Obligation
Wednesday is the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Blessed Lady into Heaven and is
a Holyday of Obligation. There will be a Vigil
Mass at 7pm at St Bede’s, Bedlington on
Tuesday; and Masses at 12.30pm and 7pm at
St Robert’s, Morpeth on Wednesday.

Mass times Changes
Please note that Sunday Mass times change at the beginning
of September. The last Masses at Widdrington and Newbiggin will be celebrated on 25th / 26th August. The final
6pm Mass at St Robert’s will be on Sunday 26th August and
on Sunday 2nd September there will be Masses at 9am and
11am only. Masses at Ashington will also change. As from
the weekend of Saturday 1st / Sunday 2nd September, the
Mass times in the Partnership churches will be.
Saturday Vigil Masses

5.30pm St Bede’s, Bedlington

6.00pm Sacred Heart & St Cuthbert, Amble
Sunday Morning Masses

9.00am St Robert of Newminster, Morpeth

9.30am Sacred Heart & St Cuthbert, Amble

10.30am St Aidan’s Church, Ashington

11.00am St Robert of Newminster, Morpeth

11.00am St Thomas of Canterbury, Longhorsley
Sunday Evening Mass

6.00pm St Aidan’s Church, Ashington
Confirmation Course Meeting
There will be a preparatory meeting for those being confirmed and their parents, at St Aidan’s Church, Ashington,
on Monday 10th September at 7pm. The regular sessions
will begin on Sunday 23rd September, running every week
after the 6pm Sunday Mass at Ashington, except for the half
term holiday. Application forms for the young people are
NOW AVAILABLE ... those who will be in Year 9 (and
above) in September can complete them if they wish to be
confirmed.
Confirmation Catechists
Thomas Carrot, our Youth Coordinator urgently needs a
few more adult Confirmation Catechists to help with the
sacramental preparation, and he especially needs a few female catechists. You must have a current Parish/Diocesan
DBS check that allows you to work with young people.
Please contact Fr Peter if able to help.
Young peoples Pizza Night
On Friday 17th August there will be a chance for young
people aged between 10 and 14 to come together before
‘Edge’ begins, to share pizzas, chat and tell us what they
would like from youth ministry. The venue is St Aidan’s Parish
Hall between 6.30pm and 8.00pm. Encourage our young people to attend.
Divine Mercy Devotion
The next Divine Mercy Devotions will be held on Thursday
30th August at 7pm in the church.
St Robert’s SVP
The next meeting of St Robert’s SVP Conference will be on
Wednesday 5th September at 7.30pm.




Finance Committee Meetings
Partnership Committee: Thursday 16th August at St
Aidans, Ashington at 7pm
St Bede’s, Bedlington: Monday 3rd September at 6pm
St Robert’s, Morpeth: Wednesday 5th September at
5pm

Becoming a Catholic
For those who have expressed interest converting to Catholicism, the ‘Journey in Faith’ meetings will begin after
the summer and times and venues will be announced in
this newsletter, in the next few weeks. Those interested
should get into the practice of attending Mass, either on
Saturday nights or Sunday mornings, because our weekly
celebration of our faith revolves around this. Fr. Peter
needs the contact details of everyone interested and
forms are now available.
Discipleship Conference
A diocesan conference for all involved in Partnership Development, looking at ‘Spirituality’, ‘Formation’, ‘Finances’
and ‘Ministry with young people’ will be held on Saturday
15th September at Sacred Heart School, Fenham, from
10am -3.30pm. The deadline for bookings is 5th September. Email: adult.formation@diocesehn.org.uk or 0191
2433316.
Partnership Day of Recollection
We are to hold a Partnership Day of Recollection on
‘Our Call to Holiness’, based on the latest Apostolic Exhortation from Pope Francis. This day will be held on
Saturday 20th October from 10.30am-3.30pm (coffee /
tea from 10am) at St Bede’s, Bedlington. It will be lead by
Mrs Chris Smith and Sr Sheila McNamara. This will be a
great opportunity for people from across the Partnership
to come together, reflect and pray together.
Over 40s Vocations to the Priesthood
There will be a day of reflection for men over the age of
40, considering a possible vocation to the Priesthood, on
Saturday 20th October from 10am-4pm at St Hilda’s Centre, 391 West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 7NL.
The theme of the day, ‘The significance of our story’. For
more information and to confirm attendance, please contact Fr David Smith on  0191 2623882 or email wallsend.ourladystcolumba@rcdhn.org.uk.
Dowry of Mary Tour
The dates for our Diocesan visit of the Dowry of Mary Tour have now been confirmed as
24th-26th October 2019 at the Cathedral
Church of St Mary, Newcastle upon Tyne. Full
details of the programme can be found on
http://dowrytour.org.uk/ As this Tour moves
around the Catholic Cathedrals of England,
these months of preparation are a great opportunity for us to pray for England and for the renewal
of faith in England and an increase in devotion to our
Blessed Lady in this land.
‘When England goes back to Walsingham,
Our Lady will return to England’, [Pope Leo XIII]
First Holy Communion Catechists
Anyone willing to help with the catechesis for
First Confession and Holy Communion is
asked to speak with Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen. There will be a meeting for all catechists
and those responsible for preparation in both
St Roberts and St Bede’s Parishes, on Thursday
6th September at 4pm at St Bede’s Church, Bedlington.

World Meeting of Families
From 21st-26th August, the World Meeting
of Families will take place in Dublin, with the
theme of ‘The Gospel of the Family: Joy for
the World’, and the event will finish with a
Mass with Pope Francis on Sunday 26th August. This is a great opportunity for us to
pray for all our own families and to commend them to the
prayers of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, God, our Father.
‘We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, One family in
the Spirit of your love. Bless us with the joy of love. Make us
patient and kind, gentle and generous, welcoming to those in
need. Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. Protect all
families with your loving care. Especially those for whom we
now pray: (We pause and remember family members and
others by name). Increase our faith, strengthen our hope,
keep us safe in your love, make us always grateful for the gift
of life that we share. This we ask, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Mary, mother and guide, pray for us. St Joseph, father and
protector, pray for us. Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us.
Saints Louise and Zeli Martin, pray for us.’
Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS).
This programme is available for catechists, lay leaders and
other adults wishing to deepen their understanding of the
Catholic faith and Catholic education The CCRS course
programme is now available for 2018-2019 and can be
accessed on the Diocesan website at
www.edurcdhn.org.uk/courses/courses.ccrs.php. An information evening will be held at St Cuthbert’s House,
West Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 7PY on Monday
10th September from 5.00pm-6.30. If you would like to
attend this please contact the Diocesan Department for
Education on  0191 243 3313 or Email education@diocesehn.org.uk
SVP Employment Opportunities
The SVP is seeking to recruit a Young Vincentians Programme Manager, and a Mini Vinnies Officer as part of the
expansion of our youth programme in the UK ...
Young Vincentians Programme Manager: £30k pa, full time
permanent contract. Closing date 15:00 on Thursday
23rd August 2018. Interviews 30th August. Start date
ASAP.
Mini Vinnies Officer: £23k pro rata, 2 days/wk, one year
contract. Closing date 10:00am Monday 20th August
2018. Interviews: Friday 24th August. Start date ASAP.
Both roles based at national office. For more details and
application pack, please visit the vacancies section of the
SVP website: https://www.svp.org.uk/.
Mary's Meals
Mary’s Meals provides one good meal to
some of the world’s poorest children every school day. Mary’s Meals reaches out to
people of all faiths and of none. It costs
just £13.90 to feed a child for a whole
school year, so even the smallest amounts
can have a huge impact. Donate online at
www.marysmeals.org.uk or better still start a fundraising
activity within the parish, your own family or workplace.

