
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Saturday  

1st December  
Weekday 

5.00pm The Rosary  

5.00pm-5.20pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Dominic Devine 

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Holy Souls in Purgatory  

10.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

11am—12noon Confessions 

Sunday  

2nd December  

1st Sunday Advent C 

 

 

9.00am Mass: Helen and Douglas Cone  

11.00am Mass: Lily & Pat McCafferty  

2.00pm: Advent Service (CWL) 

Monday  

3rd December 
ST Francis Xavier 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Mass: David & Angela Robertson  

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday  

4th December  
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Service of Word and Communion  

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Elphin Conroy  

Wednesday  

5th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Mass: John & Catherine McGinn  

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Thursday  

6th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church  

10.00am Service of Word and Communion  

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Sheila Robinson  

7.00pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

Friday  

7th December 
St Ambrose 

7.00pm Mass:  Confirmation Mass 

John & Sarah Sutherland 

8.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday  

8th December 
The Immaculate Concep-

tion of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

5.00pm The Rosary  

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Andrew Wright  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Msg Marek Martiska (MIC)  

10.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

11am—12noon Confessions 

Sunday  

9th December 

2nd Sunday Advent C 

 9.00am Mass: Lily & Pat McCafferty  

11.00am Mass: Alan Smith  
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The Pope’s Intention for December 

Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith; that people, who are involved in the service and transmis-

sion of faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited to the conditions of the present time.  

World Gifts Catalogue 

CAFOD have a range of ethical World Gifts for you to choose from.  Their virtual gifts are waste-free and help to change the 

lives of people living in poverty across the world, you can even choose to send an eCard.   All of their virtual gifts come with a 

beautifully illustrated card. You can have this delivered FREE of charge, ready for you to personalise and give to your loved one, 

or you can send a personalised eCard straight to their inbox!   The CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue is now available at the back of 

Church.   Can you support people in other parts of the world with a gift?  Take a catalogue or go onto the CAFOD website.   
 

Diocesan Vacancy 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancy:  Senior Administrator, Department for Safeguarding, based at 

the Diocesan Offices in Newcastle.  The successful candidate will be experienced in office management and general administration 

and will manage the full Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checking process.  Closing date: 10th December.  For further infor-

mation and details of how to apply please visit our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 2433301, email hu-

man.resources@diocesehn.org.uk. 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

A free and confidential Listening Service, is available for those who wish to talk about issues such as Loss and Bereavement, 

Stress, Anxiety, Relationship Difficulties, Loneliness or other concerns. To make an appointment please telephone 07732  980740. 

Sunday 2nd December - First Sunday Advent C 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 

 

 

 

 

PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Martin Lewis, the 'money saving expert' made a video this month that went viral.  He called on eve-

ryone to make a pact not to spend money on gifts that were overpriced or unnecessary.  The point 

was to take the burden from other people who might be embarrassed into buying an expensive gift 

back, and to release poorer families from buying presents that would put them into debt.  The idea 

was to side step the commercialism of Christmas.  As Christians this message goes much deeper.  

Side stepping the commercialism of Christmas obviously isn't about saving money, it's about saving 

souls. 

 

The trouble with Advent is that Christmas comes at the end.  We know that Advent is a time for 

taking stock, but with Christmas just around the comer, we’re far too busy with shopping lists to 

think about the state of our souls. 

 

It seems obvious that we should spend our lives in preparation for the final judgement day, but it is 

all too easy to take our eye off the ball.  Life heaps demands on us day in and day out.  We spend 

each and every day taking the children to school, going to work, cleaning the house, shopping, cook-

ing, cleaning, fixing the car and paying the bills.  At this time of year in particular it is easy to get 

swamped in the things that the TV ad's convince us we must do before Christmas.  We end up feel-

ing trapped and unable to see the bigger picture.  All of a sudden it's too late.  We never get to do 

the things we know we should have done. 

 

The  Gospel paints a frightening picture of the end of the world, but it is not meant to terrify us. Ra-

ther, the signs of the second coming are there to liberate us. Advent is a time of waiting and of 

looking forward.  We are looking forward not just to Christmas but to the second coming of Jesus.   

 

The signs of the second coming are there to liber-

ate us from the material preparations of Christmas 

and the other things that weigh us down.  We are 

invited to take a step back from our fraught lives 

and take a long-term view.  It would be a pity to get 

to the other side of Christmas only to realise that a 

host of fake Santa Clauses had distracted us from 

contemplating the real direction of our lives. 



Please pray for: The Harvest, the Fruits of 

Human of Work, and the Reverent Use of 

Creation; Students and Teachers; The 

Spread of the Gospel; Justice and Peace in 

the world; Prisoners and their Families;  All 

Victims of War; Young People; Prisoners 

and their families.  Please pray for those 

who are sick, especially for Fr Jim Doherty 

and Fr Martin Wheaton; for all who have 

died recently including Joyce Ayre of Ches-

ter Court, Bedlington, whose Funeral Service will take place on 

Monday 10th December at St Bede’s at 1.45pm; and for all 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Offertory Collections 17th/18th November 

St Bede’s: £219.95:  St Robert’s:  £879.47 

 

Advent Alms … diocesan fundraising 

Throughout Advent we are asked to raise funds for St Cuth-

bert’s Care.  This year the Advent Alms will go towards 

“Giveaway Days” at targeted community centres and food-

banks, including the diocesan homeless projects in Newcastle, 

Sunderland, Gateshead and Stockton, and also support St 

Cuthbert's Care Social Workers who receive requests seeking 

support from desperate families, some facing eviction from 

their accommodation.  Many thanks for your support.  

 

Clergy Training Fund 

The Clergy Training Fund Collection closed last week and we 

have raised £227.48 at St Bede’s Church  and £752.51 at St 

Robert’s Church.  Very many thanks for your contributions.  

Please continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood.  Please 

pray also for Fr Christopher Warren, recently appointed as the 

new Director of Priestly Vocations for the Diocese. 

 

Youth Sunday Collection 

Many thanks to those who contributed to the Retiring Collec-

tion for Youth Sunday and YMT.  We raised £94.00 at St 

Bede’s and £428.49 at St Robert’s.   

 

St Bede’s Finance Committee Meeting 

The next Meeting of St Bede’s Parish Finance Committee will 

be held on Monday 3rd December at 6pm. 

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

We have tea and coffee available after the Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s each Saturday evening.  We also have tea and coffee 

available after the 9am and 11am Masses at St Robert’s on Sun-

day morning. 

 

Advent Reflection Booklets 

‘Bible Alive’, ‘Walk With Me’ and ‘My Day By Day’ (Adult, In-

fant and Junior) Advent booklets are now all available on the 

table in the Porch at St Robert’s Church.  Please put the pay-

ment in the box on the wall beside the card stand.   

 

Advent Calendars 

We still have a few Advent Calendars available and Advent is 

now upon us.  Prices range between 80p and £2.50p.  Please 

call into St Robert’s Parish Office if you are interested.  

CWL Advent Service 

The CWL will be holding their Annual Advent Service on Sun-

day 2nd December at 2.00pm in St Robert’s Church and will be 

followed with mince pies and shortbread in the Church Hall 

afterwards.  Everyone is invited and you can be sure of a warm 

welcome. 
 

CWL Bonus Ball 

The 7th draw of the Bonus Ball was on Saturday 24th Novem-

ber.  The Bonus Ball was number 10 and the lucky winners 

receiving £25 were Deirdre Cooper and Donald Marr. 

Congratulations to our winners. 
 

Morning Prayer during Advent at St Bede’s 

We will pray the office of Morning Prayer during the Season of 

Advent at 9.30am on those days when there will be a Mass or 

Service at 10am. 
 

Celebration of Confirmation 

Bishop Seamus will be joining us for the Mass 

of Confirmation at 7pm on Friday evening at St 

Bede’s Church, Bedlington.  Please keep all our 

young people preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in your prayers.  There are a 

number of Confirmation cards at the back of St 

Robert’s Church.  
 

Hexham Torchlight Procession 

The Annual Torchlight Procession led by St Mary’s Parish at 

Hexham to commemorate the Feast the Immaculate Concep-

tion (8th December) will be celebrated at 7pm on Friday 7th 

December.  Meet at the Bandstand in Beaumont Park, Hexham 

for the Rosary and then continue with a Procession to Church  

for Adoration and Benediction, followed by refreshments in the 

Parish Hall.  There will be a Retiring Collection for the  Dioce-

san Lourdes Pilgrimage “Nurses Fund”. 
 

St Robert’s Christmas Fayre 

Not long to go now! Please take a flyer or poster from the 

table in the church porch and display them in prominent places 

to help advertise our fayre.  Thanks to everyone who has vol-

unteered, we will have raffle, bottle stall, cake stall, toys and 

children’s activities, craft stall, jewellery, bric-a-brac, piety, and 

tombola plus refreshments in the morning and hot soup at 

lunch time!  We still need donations for all the stalls so please 

continue to collect and bring them to the church hall from this 

Sunday.  Bottles for bottle stall should be given to a member of 

the SVP or left in the Presbytery.  Food items, such as cake, 

scones, and mince pies should be brought on the morning of 

the Fayre.  We will be able to get into the church and school 

halls from around 5.30pm on Friday 7th December to start 

setting up and from 9am on Saturday morning.  If you are able 

to help either with setting up or for an hour or two on either 

day that would be great.  We look forward to seeing you all at 

our fayre together with all your family and friends!  Thank you.  
 

St Robert’s Christmas Fayre 

A one-off opportunity to buy hand stitched cross-stitch pic-

tures used in exhibitions, featuring castles, cathedrals and land-

marks of the North East and other parts of the country.  All at 

knock down prices of between £15 and £25 each.  100% of the 

proceeds go to St Robert’s Christmas Fayre.  
 

SVP Meeting 

The next SVP Meeting at St Robert’s will be held on Wednes-

day 5th December at 7.30pm.  

The Northern Catholic Calendar 

The 2019 edition of The Northern Catholic Calendar is now 

available at the back of Church, price £3 each 

 

“It’s a Wonderful Life” ….. 

Truly it is … and we hope that you will join us on Saturday 

15th December at 6pm in St Robert’s Church Hall for the 

showing of this classic Christmas film.  The film makes us 

understand the value of honest service to others and re-

minds us to measure our actions not by their immediate 

results but instead by their permanent effects.  

Despair becomes joy in the glory of Jesus’ birth 

at Christmas.  We hope that everyone will come 

together for this advent entertainment.  There 

will be coffee, tea and biscuits and popcorn avail-

able.  You are welcome to bring a folding chair and a friend.  

Hope to see you there.  

 

Nativity Rhyme Time 

There is to be a story and singing session focusing on the 

Nativity for pre-schoolers held at St Robert’s Church Hall 

on 20th December from 10.15am.  For more information 

and to confirm numbers please contact Jodi Harrison on 

jsnharrison@outlook.com or Eileen Dutt (usually at 9am 

Mass). 

 

Music for 11am Mass 

If anyone would be able and willing to play the organ for Sun-

day 11am Mass at St Robert’s Church and support the sing-

ing for the whole congregation, it would be greatly appreci-

ated.  Please speak to Fr Peter if there is any interest. 

 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

The Wansbeck Valley Food Bank will have many demands on 

their services in the coming weeks.  If you can donate items 

of food, particularly something seasonal, please drop into the 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank Box in the Church Porch at St 

Robert’s Church. 

 

New Address 

Father Tom Cunningham recently moved into the Little Sis-

ters of the Poor Home in Newcastle, joining both Pat Ibbot-

son and Alice Anderson from St Robert’s Parish who are 

also resident there.  The address is … Little Sisters of the 

Poor, Westmorland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7QA. 

 

Journey in Faith  

The next Journey in Faith Meeting will be held on Thursday 

13th December at 7pm in the Presbytery at St Robert’s. 

 

Luke—A Call to Radical Living 

Flyers for a new book about St Luke’s Gospel 

by Rev Richard Ferguson are available at the 

back of St Robert’s Church.  It is St Luke's 

Gospel that we will listen to in our readings in 

this new liturgical year beginning today. 

 

Justice & Peace Refugee Project 

Thank you to all who have donated food and clothing to help 

the refugees and asylum seekers in the local region, who 

have come from over 50 countries and at this time of the 

year are especially grateful for your help.  Warm winter 

clothing and men’s shoes are especially needed as well as 

regular gifts of food.  There is a leaflet in the church porch 

giving more details about the project. 
 

St Robert’s Parish Council 

The next Parish Council Meeting at St Robert’s will be held 

on WEDNESDAY 5th December at 7pm in the Presbytery.   

Please note the change of date and venue. 
 

Partnership Advent Service 

There will be a Partnership Advent Service at St Aidan’s 

Church, Ashington on Friday 14th December at 7pm.  Every-

one very welcome. 
 

Partnership Service of Reconciliation 

We have organised a Partnership Service of Reconciliation for 

Advent and in preparation for Christmas on Friday 21st De-

cember at 7pm at St Bede’s Church, Bedlington.  There will 

be several priests available for Confessions. 
 

“EDGE” 

Our partnership is now running an Edge 

group in St Robert's Parish Hall at 6pm 

on a Thursday evening for all in years 5, 

6, 7 and 8.  Do you have children of 

middle school age … can you encourage and support this 

with your children?  At the moment we only have two chil-

dren attending from across the whole partnership.  Can we 

do a little more in our parishes to encourage young people to 

attend? 
 

Youth contact for our parishes 

We need to promote the activities for our young people that 

our Youth Coordinator is organising.  It would be good if we 

had a point of contact for our Youth Coordinator, to help 

Thomas to publicise and encourage support for events in our 

parishes.  If anyone is willing to be an active supporter with 

Thomas in encouraging our young people to get involved, and 

also to help promote the youth activities that Thomas is or-

ganising please speak to Fr Peter as soon as possible 
 

St Robert’s School and Nursery 

St Robert’s School has a pre-school Nursery, offering up to 

the 30 hour childcare provision to children aged 3 and over.  

They also have spaces currently in Reception to Year 3 within 

school.  If any parents would like to arrange to visit our 

School and Nursery, or for further details on either of the 

above please contact the school office on 01670 

512031.  For parents of children due to start school 

in September the online portal is now open and is 

accessed via Northumberland County Council.  
 

New Voices Choir 

New Voices Choir will be performing at St Robert’s Church 

on Tuesday 11th December at 8.00pm.  They will be singing 

for 45 minutes, and will offer an interesting and mixed set of 

seasonal songs and carols.  There will be opportunities for the 

audience to join in the singing of well-known carols.  The 

choir, which has just celebrated its 21st anniver-

sary, is looking forward to singing for friends, 

family and people who enjoy the run up to 

Christmas with lovely carols.  Everyone is wel-

come to come and listen to the concert.  Entry 

is free, but they ask that everyone to bring a non-perishable 

gift to put in the Food Bank Christmas Box.  Bring a cushion 

and a warm coat.  We look forward to seeing you.  
 

Christmas Cards 

We will have the final Christmas Card sale on the weekend of 

8th / 9th December at both churches. 

 


