
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Sat. 30th November 5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Kathleen Cox 

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Ken & Eileen Percival  

10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00-12noon Confessions  

Sunday 1st December 

1st Sunday Advent 
 9.00am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone  

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism Luke McKenna 

Monday 2nd December 
Weekday of Advent 

10.00am Requiem Mass:   

                             Elizabeth Jane Moran 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 3rd December   
St Francis Xavier 
Day of Prayer Migrants & Refugees 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Elsie Holland  

Wed. 4th December  
St Osmund 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: McGinn family  

 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Thurs. 5th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Margaret & Raymond 

                 Taylor Walker and John Bell  

7.00pm:  Divine Mercy Devotions 

Friday 6th December 
St Nicholas 

10.00am Requiem Mass: Joseph Allison 8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 7th December 
St Ambrose 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Frances & Ignatius  

                                                  Dougan  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Tony Syron  

10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00am -12noon Confessions  

2.30pm Wedding Service: 

        Michelle Hardy and Garry Featherstone 

Sunday 8th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 9.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

11.00am Mass: Veronica Leyland  
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The Pope’s Intention December 2019 

The Future of the Very Young: That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very 

young, especially those who are suffering. 

Diocesan  Justice and Peace Project 

Our Diocesan Justice and Peace food collections centre has to 

briefly close over Christmas, but there is still a need for donations.     

Gifts of tinned meat (not containing pork), tomatoes, beans, sugar, 

rice, oil and biscuits are desperately needed.  Extra items would 

be greatly appreciated.  They can be placed in the appropriate box 

in the porch. 

 

St Robert’s SVP 

The next meeting of the SVP Conference at St 

Robert’s will be held on Wednesday 4th Decem-

ber at 7.30pm in the upper meeting room of the 

Church Hall. 

 

 

Help for Refugees in Bosnia 

Many thanks to the Catenian Association and to parishioners 

who have donated to Ruhi Akhtar’s Bosnia appeal.  She is going 

to Bosnia soon where there is an ongoing need for medical aid.  

Any of the following items would be gratefully received – anti-

septic cream, antifungal cream, chilblain cream, cosmopore/

mepore dressings, antiseptic dressings, medical tape, sudocream, 

hydrocortisone cream, and tubigrip/support bandages for sprains 

of arms, wrists, lower leg and ankles. 

Contributions can be handed to Maura Illingworth. 

(Please do not leave any of the above creams or dress-

ings unattended in the porch).  

Thank you.   

 

 

Sunday 1st December  — First Sunday of Advent A 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 

 

 

 

 

PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

We know that we can die at any time. We all know that we could get run over by a bus before the day 

is out or get diagnosed at any time with a life threatening illness. Despite this we still naively expect 

people to die in the right order. We expect a great grandparent to die first, then the old lady who 

works in the corner shop who has just reached retirement, and lastly the young man who lives in the 

flat downstairs.  

So when the young man dies before the great grandparent we are 

left in a state of bewildered shock. It’s just something we weren’t 

expecting. Common sense tells us that we can die at any time, but 

our hearts tell us something different. Perhaps that is why we are so 

bad at planning our spiritual future. For most of us, it just isn’t high 

up in our priorities. For most of us, the here and now hasn’t got 

much to do with our spiritual future. Our spiritual future is always 

something we can catch up on at a later date.  

That’s probably what Noah’s neighbours thought too! 

Advent is a time of looking at life from a long-term view. In the first week of Advent we are on a jour-

ney towards the feast of Christmas, but more importantly we are at the start of a new year in which 

we are invited to plan time spent between Jesus’ first coming as an infant, and his second coming on 

Judgement Day. We are warned not to spend life as Noah’s neighbours did, rushing around deter-

mined to realise our own agendas without a thought for God or how we might be judged. 

Jesus talks about Judgement Day and its unexpected arrival, not to frighten us, but to encourage us to 

take responsibility for the here and now. Jesus takes a dim view of those who sit back and do nothing.  

Today’s gospel is a wake up call for all of us who are not fully realising God’s possibilities in our lives. 

We needn’t let life pass us by if we have a plan of action. We needn’t fear the future if we are pre-

pared. Jesus shows us the lessons from the past so that we might start preparing for our future right 

now in the present. 



Please pray for:  The Harvest, the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Students 

and Teachers, The Spread of the Gospel; Justice and 

Peace in the World; Prisoners and their Families; 

All Victims of War; Young People.  Please pray for 

those who are sick, for all who have died recently, 

including Jean Moran of Bedlington whose Requi-

em Mass is to be celebrated on Monday at 10am; Joe Allison 

who se Requiem mass is to be celebrated on Friday at 10am; 

Ronald Stephenson of Bedlington whose Funeral Service is to 

be held at Whitley Bay Crematorium on Friday; Ronald Cox of 

Blyth whose Requiem Mass will be held at St Bede’s on 9th De-

cember at 11am; and Margaret Hedley of Bedlington whose 

Funeral Service will be held at Blyth Crematorium on 9th Decem-

ber at 3.15pm 

 

Weekly Collection - 24th/25th November 

St Bede’s: £224.76 / St Robert’s £753.70. 

 

Clergy Training Fund  

Very many thanks to everyone in both parishes for your generosi-

ty to the Clergy Training Fund, taken throughout the months of 

November.  At St Bede’s we have collected £290.00.  At St Rob-

ert’s we have collected the magnificent total of £1,955.86 … the 

Church collections came to £1185.86; the CWL made a very gen-

erous donation of £300 and there was £470 collected from indi-

vidual or private donations throughout  

 

Youth Sunday Collection 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to last weekend’s 

Youth Sunday Collection, which goes towards the work of the 

Youth Ministry Team in our Diocese.  £293.54 was collected at St 

Roberts Church and £53.33 at St Bede’s Church. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s. and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at St 

Robert’s Church Hall and everyone is welcome. 

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office email 

address at St Robert’s. 

 

Advent Alms 

Throughout the four weeks of Advent we 

will be collecting Advent Alms for St 

Cuthbert’s Care which this year will be 

used to help with their work. 

 

The Year of the Word: “The God Who Speaks”  

The Year of the Word launches TODAY Sunday 1st December, 

the First Sunday of Advent.  This ‘Year 

of the Word’ is devoted to raising the 

profile of Scripture amongst Catholics 

in England and Wales.  For information 

about what has been planned so far 

please visit the special page on the di-

o c e s a n  W e b s i t e  …  h t t p : / /

www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php 

The year begins in our diocese with a 

celebration of Vespers (Evening Prayer) 

TODAY.  Five venues have been chosen and Evening Prayer will 

be celebrated at 4.30pm in each place so that there is a real sense 

of praying together as a diocese. The five places are: 

 St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle 

 St Ninians, Wooler 

 St Mary’s, Hexham 

 Ushaw College, Durham 

 English Martyrs & SS Peter and Paul, Stockton 

Torchlight Procession at Hexham 

St Mary’s Hexham are holding a Torchlight Procession on Friday 

6th December to commemorate the Feast of the Immaculate Con-

ception.  (Feast to be celebrated on Monday 9th December).  All 

welcome.  For those travelling on the coach, the cost to Hexham  

is £15 per person.  Payment can be given to Elizabeth Dixon at 

Morpeth and Pat Gales at Bedlington. 

 

Coming to Weekday Mass 

As we begin to celebrate Advent, have you thought 

about coming to Mass on a weekday.  Do you have 

time after dropping off the children at school?  Are 

your retired with time to come along to Mass?  Why 

not try, as part of celebrating Advent, to get to Mass 

throughout the week, as something to help you in 

your daily life. 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Mary, the Immaculate Conception is Patroness of the Dio-

cese of Hexham and Newcastle.  Bishop Robert will be 

leading a Concelebrated Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Newcastle upon Tyne at 12noon on Monday 9th Decem-

ber, (Feast is transferred) to mark this special Feast Day.  

All welcome. 

 

Catholic Women’s League Advent Service 

The CWL will be leading an Advent Service on 

Sunday, 1st December at 2.00pm in St Robert’s 

Church.  There will be refreshments in the 

Church Hall following the service.  Everyone is 

welcome to come along. 

 

Ministers, Readers, Welcomers, Cleaners, Counters 

If you are an Extraordinary Minister, Reader, Welcomer, Counter, 

Cleaner or Altar Server and you are not going to be available to 

fulfil your ministry because you are away, please remember that it is 

your responsibility to find a replacement for that occasion. 

 

3C’s Club 

There are two more meetings of the 3Cs Club this year on 4th 

December and 18th December from 2pm until 4pm in the Church 

Hall at St Roberts.  The meetings will continue every 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of the month in 2020.  All are welcome! 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

There are still some places available on the Pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land for November 2020.  Please contact Fr Peter if interested or 

for further information, a copy of the proposed itinerary or a book-

ing form. 

 

St Benet Biscop Christmas Party 

“It is a long held tradition at St Benet Biscop that we host an annual 

Christmas Party for the Senior Citizens of our community and this 

year we would like to, once again, extend the invite to members of 

our local parishes.   

Our guests are treated to 

an afternoon of festivities 

including sherry on arri-

val, a student cabaret 

performance, afternoon 

tea, tombola and raffle, 

before bringing the after-

noon to a close with 

Christmas carols.  The 

party will begin at 1.45pm on Wednesday 11th December and will 

finish at approx. 3.45pm.  If you would like to attend the event, or 

make arrangements to attend on someone else’s behalf, could you 

please contact Marie Howett at the school on (01670) 822795 or 

via email at admin@st-benetbiscop.org.uk.  Please note we are una-

ble to provide transport, however the event is otherwise complete-

ly free of charge.” 

Journey in Faith Meetings 

Our ‘Journey in Faith’ will continue on Thursday 12th December at 

7pm looking at “The Holy Spirit and the Church”. 

 

Wedding Prayers 

Your prayers are asked for Michelle Hardy and Garry 

Featherstone who are to be married at St Robert of New-

minster Church on Saturday 7th December at 2.30pm. 

 

Christmas Carol Concert 

On Sunday 15th December at 7pm, St Marys 

Catholic Church Choir are coming to St Rob-

ert’s Church  Morpeth to lead a Christmas 

Carol Concert.  This choir have recently pro-

duced a CD of Christmas Carols and they are 

selling them to raise funds for their new 

Church Organ at Hexham.   Please come along 

to support them on this special occasion 

 

Altar Servers Appeal 

Many thanks to Liam and Milo who have volunteered as new Altar 

Servers for our 9am Mass at St Robert’s Church.  They are hope-

fully starting straight away this weekend and we hope they will pick 

up what to do very quickly.  If there are any other young people 

willing to be involved, please let Fr Peter know.  As our number of 

servers gets smaller, the current ones are busier.  We really do 

need some more young people to volunteer for this special role 

serving Mass.  Parents and Grandparents, please try to encourage 

our young ones to consider this ministry in our parishes. 

 

St Bede’s Mini Vinnies 

Mini Vinnies at St Bede’s would like school to support Cafod this 

Advent and they hope to buy some Cafod World Gifts as they 

have in the past.  Please keep a look out for any fundraising events 

that they plan.  Donations will always be accepted throughout Ad-

vent.  Thank you for the donations already received of £16.40.  

This is nearly enough to buy a vegetable garden and a net that pro-

tects.  

 

Advent Partnership Mass 

On Saturday 21st December we are celebrating a Partnership Mass 

of Reconciliation at St Robert’s Church.  All parishes of our part-

nership are coming together for this Mass which will 

then be followed by Confessions, Father Cairns and Fr 

Peter will be available for hour of confessions and 

them Fr Ian Hoskins and Fr Shaun Purdy will be availa-

ble for another hour for confessions.  During the two hours, there 

will also be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  - a wonderful 

opportunity for us as a partnership to pray together during the 

close of the Advent Season. 

 

Church Cleaning Rota 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning rota for 2020 is now available in the 

church porch.  Please take a copy.  Many thanks to all who volun-

teer for this important role, but we do ask everyone to help keep 

the church tidy. 

 

St Robert’s Bonus Ball 

Week 8 winners were Peg Alsopp and Bernadette Rich with No 

31. Congratulations to them and good luck for week 9  

 

LEPRA 

A Christmas coffee morning will be held in St Robert’s Church Hall 

on Saturday 7th December between 10am and 12pm in aid  of 

LEPRA.  There will be a raffle, cakes and tombola stall.  All wel-

come.  

 

Christmas Cards 

There is a small selection of Christmas cards (single and packs) on 

the card stand in the back of St Robert’s Church.  More are availa-

ble from the Office (St Robert’s) along with diaries and calendars.  

Christmas Mass Times 

Some people have been asking about the Christmas Mass times.  

They will be the same as last year … 

 Christmas Vigil Mass at 6pm at St Bede’s Church 

 Midnight Mass at St Robert of Newminster Church 

 Christmas Morning Mass at 10am at St Robert of Newmin-

ster Church  

Thinking ahead to next year 2020!!  …. An earlier Mass at St Robert’s , 

eg a Vigil at 8.30pm or 9pm, rather than a Midnight Mass, is being 

considered.  Thoughts please. 

 

Coffee Morning 

Our parishioners who have offered their skills to the bereaved and 

those suffering loss, will once again hold a Coffee Morning Drop-in 

on Saturday 14th December from 10.30am—12.30pm.  Forms are 

also available during this time for those who wish to consider plan-

ning the hymns and readings for their funeral, rather than leaving it 

to their families to decide. 

 

Choir Practices 

We have Choir Practices every Wednesday evening from 7pm and 

the Choir sing at the 11am Mass each Sunday.  If you feel you 

would like to join them and help with the music for our 11am 

Sunday Mass please feel free to come along. 

 

Using the Car Park at St Robert’s 

There have been some difficult moments in the Car Park recently.  

At the beginning and end of the school day, the car park can be 

very congested and at times a little dangerous.  Some cars travel in 

and out at speed which is not appropriate for our small car park.  

The car park is for use of parishioners (when there is a space) and 

for all those going to church or to school.  At the same time the 

traffic enforcement officers are being very vigilant on Oldgate and 

we are aware of a couple of parishioners who have received a £70 

penalty for dropping off or picking up during the week outside 

Collingwood House.  If there is space, please use the car park to 

drop off and pick up rather than face a penalty.  What we ask is 

that parishioners who wish to use the car park pick up a notice for 

your car window which you can display when parking here.  Dis-

playing this notice, will stop Fr Peter or Bernadette putting a polite 

notice on your windscreen!!  These forms can be collected from 

Bernadette at the Parish Office.  School holidays are also proving 

to be another problematic time when people who do not have 

permission to park, from nearby businesses, use spaces and there-

by reducing the numbers available for parishioners.  Some thought 

is being given about how to resolve this problem. 

 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

The team at WVFB would be very grateful if you felt able to col-

lect items throughout November.  Examples of suitable items in-

clude: Tins of: garden peas, potatoes, tomatoes, fruit, rice pudding 

or meat (eg. Mince, stew, chicken, steak).  Packets of potato mash, 

tea bags (packs of 40 or 80), long life milk, packets of custard, bis-

cuits, jam, toilet rolls, shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste and small 

bars of chocolate would be gratefully received.  

 

The Matthew Project 

Many thanks for the regular, generous contributions to the pro-

ject.  Donations are taken to the project food bank based at Bed-

lington Christian Fellowship, before being distributed to local fami-

lies in need.  These numbers are increasing on a monthly basis 

with the most recent monthly figure showing the Project having 

responded to over 100 requests for help. During November the 

Matthew Project is running a Christmas Food Appeal. The food 

bank is asking for donations of Christmas treats such as mince 

pies, selection boxes, Heroes/Roses and Christmas puddings.  

More suggestions can be seen on the Christmas Food Appeal 

poster in the narthex alongside an extra bin for Christmas dona-

tions. If you are aware of anyone who would benefit from support 

from the project please contact Russ Wallace on 07941 128493.  

Thank you again for your support. 


