
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Sat. 14th December 
St John of the Cross 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Margaret Faulder  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Mass: Paul McCole 

10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00-12noon Confessions  

Sunday 15th December 

3rd Sunday Advent 

12.30pm Baptism 9.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

11.00am Mass: Jane Cross 

7.00pm Christmas Carol Concert by  

                  St Mary’s Parish Choir, Hexham 

Monday 16th December 
Weekday of Advent 

10.00am Mass: Frances & Ignatius 

Dougan  

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 17th December   
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: George Beattie  

Wednesday 18th December 

Weekday of Advent 
 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Holy Souls 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

4.30pm Reception of the Body into Church:  

                                        Veronica Johnson 

Thursday 19th December 

Weekday of Advent 
9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

10.15am Requiem Mass:  

                           Veronica Anne Johnson 

7.00pm:  Divine Mercy Devotions 

Friday 20th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Holy Souls 
                                  (with St Bede’s School present) 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

10.00am St Robert of Newminster First  

                             School Christmas Liturgy  

Saturday 21st December 

Weekday of Advent 
5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Michael Lillico  
10.45am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

     followed by Confessions for 2 hours  

10.45am—12noon: Fr Cairns and Fr Stott 

12noon—1.00pm: Fr Hoskins and Fr Purdy  

Sunday 22nd December 

4th Sunday of Advent 

 9.00am Mass: Sheila Brown 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

12:30pm Baptism of Sophie Gladdish 

4.00pm Reception of the Body into Church:  

                                               Stan Davison 
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The Pope’s Intention December 2019 

The Future of the Very Young: That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very 

young, especially those who are suffering. 

 

Ministers, Readers, Welcomers, Cleaners, Counters 

If you are an Extraordinary Minister, Reader, Altar Server, 

Welcomer, Counter, or Cleaner and you are not going to be 

available to fulfil your ministry because you are away, please 

remember that it is your responsibility to find a replacement 

for that occasion. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th December — Third Sunday of Advent (A) 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 
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PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Today’s gospel is all about short-sighted expectation. 

 

From his prison cell John the Baptist sends word to Jesus. “Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?”  

Jesus answers, “Go and tell John what you hear and see. The blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them.” 

 

It’s interesting that Jesus doesn’t send back a “Yes I am,” kind of answer.  

Rather he sends a “Work it out yourself,” kind of an-

swer. He asks John to look at the evidence. It seems 

strange that John, normally so certain and so confident 

should declare a doubt, but perhaps we can understand 

his disappointment. John has been arrested and thrown 

into prison. He is feeling tired and disillusioned. It is 

likely that he’d had misguided expectations of Jesus. 

Perhaps he’d expected Jesus to come in the manner of 

a king or of a great warrior with the power to conquer 

the oppressor. John has some working out to do. John 

needs to understand that the work of a Messiah is to 

teach God’s love, not just push a few Romans around. 

 

So what of our own expectations? Do we expect God 

to sort out all our problems and make our lives easy 

and comfortable? Or do we believe that God is there to help change us and guide us 

through our daily choices. Do we understand that God is preparing us for his kingdom 

or are we guilty of myopic expectation? Perhaps we have some working out of our own 

to do. 



Please pray for:  Openness to the Word of God, 

Migrants and Refugees, Expectant Mothers. 

Please pray for those who are sick, for all who 

have died recently, including; Maria Caisley of 

Lindisfarne Lane, Morpeth, whose Funeral Ser-

vice will be held at Cowpen Crematorium on 

Tuesday morning; Elizabeth Barnes whose 

Funeral Service is to be celebrated at Cowpen Crematorium 

on Wednesday at 2.30pm; Veronica Johnson of Lintonburn 

Park, Widdrington, whose Body is to be received into Church 

on Wednesday at 4.30pm and whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated at 10.15am on Thursday, followed by Cremation at 

Whitley Bay; Alice Waugh whose Requiem Mass will be cele-

brated on Friday at 10am at St Aidan’s Church, Ashington; 

Stan Davison, whose Body is to be received into Church on 

Sunday 22nd December at 4pm and whose Requiem Mass will 

be celebrated on Monday 23rd December at 10am followed by 

Burial at Fairmoor Cemetery; and for all whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

 

Weekly Collection - 7th/8th  December 

St Bede’s: £296.55 / St Robert’s: 822.67. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s. and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at 

St Robert’s Church Hall and everyone is welcome. 

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s. 

 

Advent Alms 

Throughout the four weeks of Advent we will be collecting 

Advent Alms for St Cuthbert’s Care 

which this year will be used to help with 

their work.  Baskets will be available at 

all Masses for Retiring Collections for 

Advent Alms. 

 

Coming to Weekday Mass 

As we celebrate Advent, have you thought about coming to 

Mass on weekdays? Do you have time 

after dropping off the children at 

school?  Are your retired with time to 

come along to Mass?  Why not try, as 

part of celebrating Advent, to get to 

Mass throughout the week, as some-

thing to help you in your daily life. 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

Christmas Mass times this year will be the same as 

last year … 

 Christmas Vigil Mass at 6pm at St Bede’s 

Church 

 Midnight Mass at St Robert of Newminster Church 

 Christmas Morning Mass at 10am at St Robert of New-

minster Church  

 
3C’s Club 

There is one more meeting of the 3Cs Club this year on 18th 

December from 2pm until 4pm in the Church Hall at St Rob-

erts.  The meetings will continue every 2nd and 4th Wednes-

day of the month in 2020 commencing 8th January.  All are 

welcome! 

 

Christmas Carol Concert 

TONIGHT, Sunday 15th December at 7pm, 

St Marys Catholic Church Choir are coming 

to St Robert’s Church, Morpeth to lead a 

Christmas Carol Concert.  This choir have 

recently produced a CD of Christmas Carols 

and they are selling them to raise funds for 

their new Church Organ at Hexham.   Please  

come along to support them on this special occasion.  Refresh-

ments will be served afterwards in the Church Hall. 

 

Advent Partnership Mass 

On Saturday 21st December we are celebrating a Partnership 

Mass of Reconciliation at St Robert’s Church.  

All parishes of our partnership are coming to-

gether for this Mass which will then be followed 

by Confessions. Father Cairns and Fr Peter will 

be available for one hour of confessions and then 

Fr Ian Hoskins and Fr Shaun Purdy will be availa-

ble for another hour for confessions.  During the 

two hours, there will also be Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament  - a wonderful opportunity for us as a part-

nership to pray together during the close of the Advent Season. 

 

Safeguarding and DBS Checks 

It is most important that all our volunteers comply with the 

Diocesan Safeguarding Office, ensuring that all volunteers have 

an up to date DBS check.  We ask that for you to be able to 

continue with volunteering in your role, you make sure that you 

work alongside our parish representatives who have volun-

teered to help guide you through the DBS process.  The Dioce-

san Safeguard Office works very closely with the Parish repre-

sentatives and with all Parish Priests to make sure that all volun-

teers and those entrusted to their care are kept safe.  Thank 

you. 

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will not be held until 

January  (January 16th at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church).  Any 

parents who are looking to have their child Baptized are asked 

to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen about filling in the Bap-

tism paperwork and attending the Baptism preparation Meeting. 

 

St Benet Biscop Chocolate Donations 

St Benet Biscop School are aiming to collect a number of selec-

tion boxes or chocolate Oranges to help some of the most vul-

nerable students in their school.  If you would 

like further information or feel you can leave 

any donations at the Presbytery at either St 

Roberts or St Bede's by the evening of Tues-

day 17th December so that they can 

be collected on Wednesday. 
 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

The team at WVFB would be grateful if you would 

collect items throughout December.  Tins of: garden peas, pota-

toes, tomatoes, fruit, rice pudding or meat (e.g. Mince, stew, 

chicken, steak), 

packets of potato 

mash, 40 or 80 pack 

tea bags, long life 

milk, packets of custard, biscuits, jam, toilet rolls, shower gel, 

shampoo, toothpaste and small bars of chocolate would be 

gratefully received.  

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 2020 

Copies of the 2020 Northern Catholic Calendar are  now avail-

able in the porch priced £3.  Please put money in the slot in the 

wall. 
 

The Matthew Project 

Many thanks for the regular, generous contributions to the pro-

ject.  Donations are taken to the project food bank based at 

Bedlington Christian Fellowship, before being distributed to 

local families in need.  These numbers are increasing on a 

monthly basis with the most recent monthly figure showing the 

Project having responded to over 100 requests for help. During 

November the Matthew Project is running a Christmas Food 

Appeal. The food bank is asking for donations of Christmas 

treats such as mince pies, selection boxes, Heroes/Roses and 

Christmas puddings.  More suggestions can be seen on the 

Christmas Food Appeal poster in the narthex alongside an ex-

tra bin for Christmas donations. If you are aware of anyone 

who would benefit from support from the project please con-

tact Russ Wallace on 07941 128493.  Thank you again for your 

support. 

LEPRA 

Many thanks to St. Robert’s parishioners and all those who sup-

ported the LEPRA Coffee morning on Saturday 7th December.  

£260 was raised. 
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

There are still some places available on the Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land for November 2020.  Please contact Fr Peter if in-

terested or for further information, or a copy of the proposed 

itinerary or a booking form.  Those who have already booked 

should have received a letter this week with further details of 

the Pilgrimage., informing them flight prices with El Al, the times 

of the flights from Manchester, the reduced price and possible 

further reduction if we have over 40 pilgrims.  You are asked to 

contact Tangney Tours with your deposits as soon as possible. 

 

The Nativity 

We will be showing the BBC production of “The Nativity” on 

Sunday 22nd December at St Robert’s Church Hall at 5pm.  All 

Welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Bede’s and St Robert’s SVP - Sudan Appeal 

Every Christmas St Bede’s SVP supports the SVP Baby Feeding 

stations in Sudan. This year there is a crisis, as on-going dona-

tions are down and the people are destitute. Money raised will 

be used for feeding children, providing medicines and clean 

water. All St Bede’s SVP collections in December will go to this 

charity. Private donations are welcome for Gift Aid.  For fur-

ther information, please see a member of the SVP. 

St Robert’s SVP will be appealing at Mass this Sunday for the 

same project.  Members of the SVP will be at the back of 

church handing out leaflets with donation/Gift Aid forms and 

standing order forms. While one-off donations are welcome, 

we would particularly appreciate standing orders as these pro-

vide the funding necessary throughout the year. Thanks to 

those parishioners who are already doing this, and for your 

generous donations in previous years. If you miss us on Sunday, 

forms can be obtained from Donald Marr (tel 505573) or Ger-

ry Harber (tel 517829).  We realise there are many 

such demands at this time of year but rest assured 

every penny is helping to save a life.   

 
St Robert’s SVP Meeting 

The next meeting of  St Robert’s Conference of the SVP will be 

on Wednesday 18th December at 7.30 pm in the upper 

Church Hall. 

 

St Bede’s Mini Vinnies 

Mini Vinnies at St Bede’s would like school to support Cafod 

this Advent and they hope to buy some Cafod World Gifts as 

they have in the past.  Please keep a look out for any fundrais-

ing events that they plan.  Donations will always be accepted 

throughout Advent.  Thank you for the donations already re-

ceived of £16.40.  This is nearly enough to buy a vegetable gar-

den and a net that protects.  

 

St Robert’s Mini– Vinnies 

Please remember to save your postage stamps as Mini Vinnies 

are still collecting stamps for local charities — tub available in 

the church porch. 

 

Choir Practices 

We have Choir Practices every Wednesday evening at St Rob-

ert’s Church from 7pm and the Choir sing at the 11am Mass 

each Sunday.  If you feel you would 

like to join them and help with the 

music for our 11am Sunday Mass 

please feel free to come along. 
 

Church Cleaning Rota 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning rota for 2020 is now 

available in the church porch.  Please take a copy.  

Many thanks to all who volunteer for this im-

portant role, but we do ask everyone to help keep 

the church tidy. 

 

St Robert's Big Church Clean for Christmas 

We will be doing the big church clean in preparation for 

Christmas on Monday 16th December, starting at 9.45am.  

Anyone available to help will be very welcome to come along.  

 

Week 10 Bonus Ball Winners 

Winners for Week 10 were Julie McMorrow and Isabel Brown 

with number 39.   Congratulations to them and all the recent 

winners.  This event has raised £730 for parish funds and we 

look forward to your support in 2020. 

http://wansbeckvalleyfoodbank.org/

