
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Saturday 21st December 

Weekday of Advent 
5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Michael Lillico  
1045am Confessions  

Sunday 22nd December 

4th Sunday Advent 
 9.00am Mass: Sheila Brown 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

12:30pm Baptism of Sophie Gladdish 

4.00pm Reception into Church of the Body  

                                           of Stan Davison  

Monday 23rd December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

10.00am Requiem Mass: Stan Davison 

Tuesday 24th December 
Weekday of Advent 

Christmas Eve 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

5.30pm Carols 

6.00pm  First Mass of Christmas:  

                                People of the Parish 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Alice Waugh 

 

11:30pm Carols 

Wednesday 25th Dec. 

The Nativity of the 

Lord 

 Midnight Mass: Deceased Members of  

                   the Bell and Hedley families 

10.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Thursday 26th Dec. 
St Stephen 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

10.00am Mass: Jerome & Sylvia  

                                                Thompson  

Friday 27th December 
St John the Apostle 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Jim Craik 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 28th December 
The Holy Innocents 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Molly, Owen and  

                                          Patrick Ruddy  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Bobby Turnbull  
NO ADORATION TODAY 

NO CONFESSIONS TODAY 

Sunday 29th December 

The Holy Family 

 9.00am Mass: Molly McKee  

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 
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The Pope’s Intention December 2019 

The Future of the Very Young: That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very 

young, especially those who are suffering. 

Church Cleaning Rota 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning rota for 2020 is now available in 

the church porch.  Please take a copy.  Many thanks to all who 

volunteer for this important role, but we do ask everyone to 

help keep the church tidy. 

 

Admission Appeals Panel Member 

The Diocesan Education Department is looking for new Panel 

members for Admissions Appeals in Diocesan Schools.  Fur-

ther information is available on the Diocesan Website and de-

tails of who to contact if you feel you could be of assistance. 

Sunday 22nd December — Fourth Sunday of Advent (A) 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 
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PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Joseph certainly ranks high in the list of forgotten saints. Everyone knows that he was Mary's 

husband and the foster-father of Jesus. Yet for someone who lived so close to Jesus, it is per-

haps surprising that he is spoken about so little. 

 

Of course, this is because the gospels were written to convey the teaching of Jesus, not his 

domestic arrangements. So we don't even know the physical characteristics of Jesus, let 

alone Joseph. 

 

It was as Mary's partner that he accepted the chal-

lenge of bringing up Jesus, and the young couple's 

life seems to have been characterised by struggle. 

They didn't have it easy. What sort of man does it 

take to go ahead with his marriage when he dis-

covers that his wife-to-be is pregnant and he is not 

the father of the child? 

 

What sort of person does it take to tell his friends 

that he has had a dream where an angel announces 

that everything will work out, since his wife's child 

has actually been conceived through the Holy Spir-

it? How do you cope with the taunts of neighbours 

and the clicking tongues on the street? 

 

When you are hunted down by the authorities and forced to flee as a homeless refugee, 

what are you to think? And how do you keep your family together when all you are good at 

is carving wood? 

 

When all is said and done, we could paint Joseph as a hero. And we'd be right. But perhaps 

he's best remembered as an ordinary man in difficult circumstances who got on with things 

and struggled to do his best for his wife and child because he loved them.  And you may 

know someone just like him. 



Please pray for:  Openness to the Word of 

God, Migrants and Refugees, Expectant Moth-

ers. Please pray for those who are sick, for all 

who have died recently, including; Stan Da-

vison, whose Body is to be received into 

Church on this afternoon (Sunday 22nd De-

cember) at 4pm and whose Requiem Mass will 

be celebrated on Monday 23rd December at 

10am followed by Burial at Fairmoor Ceme-

tery; for Andrew Shackleton who died 

suddenly last weekend (Funeral details to  be 

announced later); and for all whose anniver-

saries occur at this time. 

 

Weekly Collection - 14th/15th  December 

St Bede’s: £267.61 / St Robert’s: £675.13. 

 

Christmas Wishes 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer you all my prayers 

and best wishes for a very happy and holy 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  In 

particular I thank you all for the support 

received throughout the year, to the many 

people who help throughout the parishes 

and all those who enable us, as two parish 

communities, to be effective witnesses in 

both Bedlington and Morpeth, to the catholic faith we profess.  

May we be filled with the blessings the Lord gives us and help 

us continue to proclaim our faith throughout this blessed sea-

son and into 2020 because there is so much more for us to do 

as we proclaim the gospel message.                     

                                                                                 Fr Peter 

 

Crib Collection Friends of the Holy Land 

During the Christmas Season, there will be a 

basket in front of the Crib at both of our 

churches, for any donation you may wish to 

make for the Palestinian Christians of the 

Holy Land.  The “Friends of the Holy Land” 

administer this fundraising and then forward 

donations to those who they support. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s. and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at 

St Robert’s Church Hall and everyone is welcome. 

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s. 

 

Advent Alms 

This weekend is the last opportunity for 

donations to our Advent Alms for St 

Cuthbert’s Care.  Many thanks to those 

who have already contributed. 

 

Coming to Weekday Mass 

This is a great week to come to daily Mass.  

On the days after Christmas Day we come 

together to reflect on this incredible gift 

that God has given to the world and to us.  

We also celebrate some special feast days.   

Please try to come during this week and next, especially if 

you're on holiday.  Half an hour of peace at Mass could make a 

difference to your whole day!1 

Bonus Ball Cheque 

Last week I received a cheque for £740 for Parish Funds from 

the proceeds of the latest Bonus Ball.  I would like to my record 

my thanks to all who have organised this from the Catholic 

Women's’ League., who throughout the year manage to raise 

money for the parish through two Bonus Balls.  It is greatly ap-

preciated.  With thanks, Fr Peter. 

 

St Robert’s Mini – Vinnies 

Please remember to save your postage stamps as Mini Vinnies 

are still collecting stamps for local charities — tub available in 

the church porch. 

 

3C’s Club 

Many thanks to those who have organised the 3Ccs Club—it’s a 

great success with good numbers attending and everyone com-

ing back every time for more of the same!!  The meetings will 

continue every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month in 2020 

commencing 8th January.  All are welcome! 

 

Christmas Film The Nativity 

Come along to St Robert’s Church Hall at 

5pm THIS EVENING [Sunday 22nd Decem-

ber] for a showing of “The Nativity”.  Be 

prepared …. It lasts approximately one hour 

and 50 minutes. 

 

Feast of the Epiphany Adoration, Readings and Carols 

On Sunday 5th January, at 5pm, we will be having a Holy Hour 

to celebrate the Feast of Epiphany and we will gather at St 

Bede’s Church for this special cele-

bration.  As we celebrate on this 

day the Adoration of the Magi to 

the new born infant King, what bet-

ter way for us to mark this great 

Solemnity than by having Adoration 

and listening to readings and singing some Epiphany Carols. 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 2020 

Copies of the 2020 Northern Catholic Calendar are  now avail-

able in the porch priced £3.  Please put money in the slot in the 

wall.  This book contains all the contact details and times of 

Masses in all the churches of the diocese, as well as all the lists 

of all the priests, deacons and religious of the diocese.   

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will not be held until 

January  (January 16th at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church).  Any 

parents who are looking to have their child Baptized are asked 

to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen about filling in the Bap-

tism paperwork and attending the Baptism preparation Meeting. 

Reminder:   For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised 

must be a baptised catholic.  Mass on a Sunday (or Sat. vigil) is 

expected.  One of the godparents is also expected to be a prac-

tising catholic.  Attendance at the Baptism Meeting must be 

completed.  Dates for Baptism are not usually given out before 

the Baptism Meeting is completed.   People living outside the 

Parish will need their own Parish Priests permission to have 

their child Baptised here. 

 

Ministers, Readers, Welcomers, Cleaners, Counters 

If you are an Extraordinary Minister, Reader, Altar Server, Wel-

comer, Counter, or Cleaner and you are not going to be availa-

ble to fulfil your ministry because you are away or unavailable, 

please remember that it is your responsibility to find a replace-

ment for that occasion. 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

There are still some places available on the Pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land for November 2020.  Please contact 

Fr Peter if interested or for further infor-

mation, or a copy of the proposed itinerary or 

a booking form.  Those who have already 

booked should have received a letter this week 

with further details of the Pilgrimage, informing 

them of flight prices with El Al, the times of 

the flights from Manchester, the reduced price 

and a possible further reduction if we have over 40 pilgrims.  

You are asked to contact Tangney Tours with your deposits as 

soon as possible. 

 

Children’s Liturgy Party 

Jodi Harrison is organising a party and would like to invite all 

Children’s Liturgy members and any other children interested 

in joining the group to a Jolly Jamboree Party. This will be held 

on Friday 3rd January in the church hall, from 11am—1pm.    

Please pick up an invite at the back of the church for more de-

tail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SVP Sudan Appeal 

Following the recent appeal and a number of generous dona-

tions St Bede’s SVP are forwarding a cheque for £400, a tre-

mendous Christmas gift for the babies of Sudan.  They are most 

grateful to everyone who contributed, portraying the real spirit 

of Christmas.  Any further donations will be sent after the holi-

days.  St Bede’s SVP wish you a Happy Christmas.  St Robert’s 

SVP would like to thank all those who responded so generous-

ly last Sunday to the appeal for the Baby Feeding Programme in 

Sudan. Your support will make a real difference to the lives of 

those children and their families. Members of St Robert’s SVP 

will again be outside St Robert’s after Mass this Sunday to re-

ceive any further donations from those who took forms last 

week, and we have some more forms available to anyone who 

was away last week or missed out on the forms. You may con-

tact Donald (505573) or Gerry (517829) for a form. 

 

Christmas CD 

St Mary’s Catholic Church Choir, from Hexham left a few extra 

copies of their Christmas CD, ‘GAUDETTE’.  These are availa-

ble to buy at the back of St Robert’s Church for £10 each.  

Please drop the money into the Presbytery.  The proceeds 

from the CD are to raise funds for the new Church Organ at 

Hexham. 

 

Deputy Headteacher Vacancy: St Bede’s 

St Bede’s Primary School at Bedlington is seeking to appoint, in 

April 2020, a Deputy Headteacher and governors are looking 

for an exceptional practising Catholic.  The closing date for 

applications is Friday 31st January 2020 at 12 noon and inter-

views are scheduled for Friday 24th February 2020.   Full details 

of the advertised post are available on the Diocesan Education 

Service Website as well as the school website.  

Partnership Day of Recollection 

As part of our celebrating The Year of the 

Word, and celebrating the canonisation of 

Cardinal St John Henry Newman, we are ar-

ranging a Day of Recollection for our Partner-

ship on Saturday 1st February.  This day is 

being organised to bring together people from 

all our five parishes.  If you have never experienced a Day of 

Recollection before, please consider coming along.  There will 

be talks on how we respond to God’s call and 

become active in living out our faith, there will 

be quiet time for prayer, we will begin the day 

with Mass at 10am and close the day with Ado-

ration and Benediction, finishing at 3.30pm.  

Lunch will be provided.  All you need to bring is 

yourself!   More details in the coming weeks. 
 

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy 

The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim 

that our diocesan schools will become academies within one of 

four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022.  Underpinning the 

Diocesan Academy Policy is the desire and need to ensure the 

promotion, preservation, protection and future development of 

Catholic education within the Diocese of Hexham and New-

castle so that it is fit for the mission of the Church.  There are 

156 schools in our diocese educating 53,600 children.  45 of 

our schools are currently academies.  The implementation of 

this policy will happen in two stages: 

 Stage 1: Consolidation of existing academies and trusts into 

one base trust 

 Stage 2: Conversion of voluntary aided schools to academy 

status within their regional trust 

Whenever voluntary aided schools convert to academy status, 

they will join their single regional trust as equal partners with 

all schools within the trust.  All schools in the region will be 

included in the process from the outset.  In establishing these 

trust structures and having a single system in our Diocese, we 

aim to ensure that the children and young people in our 

schools will continue to receive the very best educational op-

portunities and life fulfilling experiences, within communities 

which have the teachings of Christ and his Church at the very 

centre.   

A Catholic trust model where every school has its place, will 

mean that no individual school will be left isolated or vulnera-

ble in a rapidly changing environment.  It will ensure that the 

uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated and the 

unique contribution of each is recognised and appreciated.   

In order for this policy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects all 

schools to continue to work together as a Diocesan family for 

the good of Catholic education in our Diocese.  Through the 

trust structures the aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding 

strength and capacity to our system and ensuring that all 

schools are supported and included.  In this way we will better 

fulfil the mission of Catholic education within the Church. 
 

Divine Mercy Devotions 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd January at 

7p.m. in the church. 
 

St Robert’s SVP Meeting 

The next meeting of the St Robert’s Conference of the SVP 

will be on Wednesday 8th January at 7.30pm in the upper 

Church Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 


