
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Saturday 4th January 
Weekday before Epiphany 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Francis McAlroy  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: People of the Parish 
10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00am to 12 Noon Confessions  

Sunday 5th January 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

5.00pm Holy Hour for the  

            Feast of Epiphany of the Lord 

9.00am Mass: Jim McKee  

11.00am Mass: Intentions of the Cole 

                                                     Family  

Monday 6th January 
Weekday after Epiphany 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass:  - - No Intention - - 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 7th January 
Weekday after Epiphany 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service of Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Elphin Conroy & all the  

                                         Conroy family  

Wednesday 8th January 
Weekday after Epiphany 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Alice and James Devlin 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Thursday 9th January 
Weekday after Epiphany 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service of Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Nancy Moran 

11:30am Funeral Service:  

                                         Paul Digweed 

Friday 10th January 

Weekday after Epiphany 
9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service of Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

10.30am Requiem Mass:  

                                Andrew Shackleton  

Saturday 11th January 
St Aelred of Rievaulx 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Suzanne & David  

                                                   Edwards  
10.45am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00am to 12.00 Noon Confessions  

Sunday 12th January  

The Baptism of the Lord 

 9.00am Mass: Evelyn Givens 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish  
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The Pope’s Intentions January 2020  

Prayer intention for evangelisation - Promotion of World Peace: We pray that Christians, followers of other 

religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world.  

St. Hilda's Diocesan Resource Centre: 

Staff at St Hilda’s are looking for: 

 a pair of sloping armed candlesticks. 

 Volunteers Monday to Saturday, morning and/or after-

noon to join our Welcoming Group; to meet visitors, 

assist them in borrowing and returning resources, 

where to find topics they are looking for; to assist 

groups who use the facilities and also to sort and ticket 

new additions to the library. 

 Mobile storage units with plastic trays if any school has 

any to donate. 

 Someone to care for several pots and a small area of 

Garden around St Hilda’s. If you are interested please 

contact  ... pat.kennedy@diocesehn.org.uk  

 

Sunday 5th January 2020 — The Epiphany of the Lord (A) 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 

 

 

 

 

PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

God reaches out far and wide to announce the birth of his Son.  He reaches out to 

simple shepherds in the fields around Bethlehem, and to great intellects from the 

East.  He reaches out to those of different religions, to politicians and to scientists. 

The revelation that a saviour has been born is bigger than anybody.  The story of the 

Magi, who followed the star and sidestepped the evil Herod, is tempting in its appeal 

to romanticise, but if we are to learn anything we have to focus on the nature of 

God’s revelation. 

 

It mightn’t feel much as though God is reaching out to us.  The stable with its shep-

herds and kings might seem very far away as we take down our Christmas decora-

tions and recycle our Christmas cards.  There’s a sense of ‘back to normal’, and for 

most of us that means a hum drum cycle of boring jobs and making ends meet.  To-

day’s story tells us that it doesn’t have to be that way.  To follow the star is to make a 

conscious decision to cut out everything that is unimportant.  The rules are simple. 

We have to make the right choices on a daily basis no matter what the consequenc-

es. In the light of poor decisions, we must learn to ask forgiveness and move away 

from regret.  We must find time in a world full of distractions to listen to our inner 

voice.  Most importantly we have to ask God to guide us as he guided the Magi. 

 

Most of us get through life relying on the 

knowledge we already have.  Today’s chal-

lenge is to look for something new. Know-

ing where to look for our own guiding 

star is up to us, but one thing is for sure, if 

we are not looking for revelation, we will 

never find it.  If we carry on doing the 

same things we will only get the same re-

sults. 



Please pray for: Openness to the Word of God, 

Migrants and Refugees, Expectant Mothers. Please 

pray for those who are sick, for all who have died 

recently, including Paul Digweed  whose Funeral 

Service will be held at St Robert’s Church at 

11.30am on Thursday 9th January followed by Buri-

al at St Mary’s Cemetery; and for Andrew Shack-

leton whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 

St Robert’s Church on Friday 10th January at 

10.30am followed by Burial at Fairmoor Cemetery; 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Weekly Collection - 28th /29th December 

St Bede’s Church: £235.01 / St Robert’s Church: £814.57 

 

Christmas Day Collection 

St Bede’s Church: £816.40 / St Robert’s Church: £1,222.82 

 

Crib Collection 

The collection basket at the crib throughout Christmas, sup-

ports the work of the “Friends of the Holy Land” who work 

throughout the year to support the Christians who live in the 

Holy Land. This Christmas Collection offers vital support to 

our brothers and sisters who live in the land where Jesus was 

born. Every penny will help the poorest Christian families, es-

pecially in and around Bethlehem, Gaza and Israel, with educa-

tion, employment, health and housing costs and initiatives. 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at 

St Robert’s Church Hall and everyone is welcome.  Many 

thanks for the proceeds at St Bede’s during October, Novem-

ber and December which will be forwarded to the ‘Clergy 

Training Fund’.  The next amount raised between now and 

Lent will go towards ‘Mary’s Meals’.  

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s. 

 

Holy Hour to celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany 

This year we are celebrating a Holy Hour, a period of Adora-

tion with Scripture Readings and Carols 

appropriate to the Feast of the Epipha-

ny.  As we commemorate the visit and 

Adoration of the Magi, what better way 

for us than to come together in Adora-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament to cele-

brate this wonderful Feast.  We hope you will be able to come 

along TONIGHT [Sunday 5th January] at 5pm at St Bede’s 

Church, Bedlington.  There will be a cup of tea / coffee availa-

ble afterwards for those who wish. 

 

3C’s Club 

The meetings will continue every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 

the month in 2020 commencing 8th January.  All are welcome! 

 

Divine Mercy Devotion: 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 9th January at 7p.m. 

in the church. 

Journey in Faith 

Our Journey in Faith meetings resume on Thursday 9th January 

at 7pm in St Robert’s Presbytery. These meetings are to help 

our enquirers come to a greater understanding of the Catholic 

faith and church, in advance of them making a decision about 

being received into Full Communion with the Church. Please 

keep these people in your prayers. 

 

9am Mass Second Sunday of the Month at St Robert’s 

On the second Sunday of each month our young people are 

now reading at our 9am Mass.  We are also going to change the 

music provision at this Mass each month by using alternative 

instruments to the Organ for the Music.  We will begin on Sun-

day 12th January.  We invite anyone who can play an instrument 

and would like to take part to join us. We intend to practice on 

Tuesday 7th January at 5.30pm in preparation for Sunday 12th 

and will publish future practice dates and times in the newsletter 

the week before. 

 

Partnership Development Group Meeting 

The next Partnership Development Group Meeting will be held 

on Thursday 16th January at 7pm at Sacred Heart and St Cuth-

bert Church Hall at Amble. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 

The next Parish Pastoral Council Meeting will be held on Thurs-

day 30th January at 7pm. Venue to be confirmed. 

 

Partnership Day of Recollection 

As part of our celebrating The Year of the Word, and celebrat-

ing the canonisation of Cardinal St John Henry Newman, we are 

arranging a Day of Recollection for our Partnership on Saturday 

1st February. This day is being organised to bring together peo- 

ple from all our five parishes. If you have never experienced a 

Day of Recollection before, please consider coming along. There 

will be talks on how we respond to God’s call and be- come 

active in living out our faith, there will be quiet time for prayer, 

we will begin the day with Mass at 10am and close the day with 

Adoration and Benediction, finishing by 3.30pm. Lunch will be 

provided.  All you need to bring is yourself! There is a list on 

the notice board in both churches … please sign up if you will 

be attending so we know numbers for catering. 

 

Church Cleaning Rota 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning rota for 2020 is now available in 

the church porch.  Please take a copy.  Many thanks to all who 

volunteer for this important role, but we do ask everyone to 

help keep the church tidy. 

 

St Robert’s Mini – Vinnies 

Please remember to save your postage stamps as Mini Vinnies 

are still collecting stamps for local charities — tub available in 

the church porch. 

 

Thank you message 

Deacon Stephen and Sandra would like to say how grateful they 

were for all the greeting cards and gifts which they received at 

Christmas.  They would like to offer their thanks and hope that 

all parishioners enjoy a happy, prosperous, and peaceful New 

Year. 

 

Christian Unity Week at St Bede’s Church 

On Friday 17th January there will be a Quiz Night from 7pm -

9pm, at St Bede’s Church Hall.  All welcome.  Further details 

hopefully next week. 

On Sunday 19th January there will be a “Songs of Praise” at 3pm 

at St Bede’s Church. All welcome.  

Christian Unity Week in Morpeth 

There will be a joint Service to celebrate the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity on Sunday 26th January at St Georges URC 

Church in Morpeth at 6pm.  Everyone welcome. 

 

White Flower Appeal 2020 

Next weekend we have the Annual 

White Flower Appeal organized by 

the Society for the Protection of 

Unborn Children.  There will be a Retiring Collection for the 

work of SPUC at all Masses. 

 

Refurbishing the Upstairs Room in the Church Hall 

We have recently had some work done to try and upgrade the 

upper meeting room in the Hall at St Robert’s.  The stage has 

been partitioned off, some electrical work has been completed 

and there is still a little more to do, carpets are to be fitted in 

the next couple of weeks and a little decoration is needed  

where electrical cables have been replaced or removed.  We 

hope that by the end February, this Upper Meeting will be fully 

functioning and available for hire for those looking for a meet-

ing place.  It will certainly be a new venue for all parish groups 

to be able to use for meetings. 

 

St Robert’s SVP - Sudan Appeal thanks 

We would like to thank all those parishioners who 

responded so generously to the pre-Christmas 

appeal for the Baby Feeding Programme in Sudan.  

Over £1100 has been received for forwarding by 

the Conference, but we would also like to thank any benefac-

tors who have sent their donation direct to SVP Twinnage and 

those who have set up standing orders to provide on-going 

support to this needy cause. May God reward you for your 

generosity. 

 

Deputy Headteacher Vacancy: St Bede’s 

St Bede’s Primary School at Bedlington is seeking to appoint, in 

April 2020, a Deputy Headteacher and governors are looking 

for “an exceptional practising Catholic”.  The closing date for 

applications is Friday 31st January 2020 at 12 noon and inter-

views are scheduled for Friday 24th February 2020.   Full details 

of the advertised post are available on the Diocesan Education 

Service Website as well as the school website.  

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on January 

16th at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church.  Any parents who are 

looking to have their child Baptized are asked to speak to Fr 

Peter or Deacon Stephen about filling in the Baptism paper-

work and attending the Baptism preparation Meeting. 

Reminder:   For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised 

must be a baptised catholic.  Mass on a Sunday (or Sat. vigil) is 

expected.  One of the godparents is also expected to be a prac-

tising catholic.  Attendance at the Baptism Meeting must be 

completed.  Dates for Baptism are not usually given out before 

the Baptism Meeting is completed.   People living outside the 

Parish will need their own Parish Priests permission to have 

their child Baptised here. 

 

Choir Practices 

We have Choir Practices every Wednesday 

evening at St Robert’s Church from 7pm and 

the Choir sing at the 11am Mass each Sun-

day.  If you feel you would like to join them 

and help with the music for our 11am Sunday Mass please feel 

free to come along. 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 2020 

Copies of the 2020 Northern Catholic Calendar are  now 

available in the porch priced £3.  Please put money in the slot 

in the wall. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Evenings 

The theme for the 2020 Holocaust Memorial Evenings is “Stand 

Together”.  This year, 2020, marks the 75th Anniversary of the 

liberation of Auschwitz–Birkenau.    

 On Sunday 26th January at 3.30pm, the Central Library 

in Newcastle (NE1 8AX) are holding the Opening Cere-

mony for Holocaust Memorial Day. For more infor-

mation please contact martajosephs@googlemail.com 

 On Monday 27th January at 6.30pm Sunderland Inter-

faith Forum are holding their annual Holocaust Com-

memoration. This will take place in Sunderland Minster 

(opposite the Empire Theatre). Bosnian Genocide survi-

vor Smajo Baso will give an account of the Bosnian Gen-

ocide, which commemorates its 25th anniversary in 

2020. The Holocaust speaker is Gerald Stern who will 

recall his father’s escape from Nazi Germany. 

 On Tuesday 28th January the first of our Diocesan com-

memorations takes place at St. Mary’s School, Benton 

Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne at 7.00pm. There are 

two guest speakers; Smajo Beso who will tell of his par-

ents' experiences during the Bosnian Genocide in 1995. 

Gerald Stern will recall his father’s experiences during 

the Holocaust. 

 On Thursday 30th January we return to St. Michael’s 

Catholic Academy, Beamish Road, Billingham for the 

second of our Diocesan commemorations. This event 

starts at 7.00pm with the guest speaker, Marta Joseph’s 

who will recall her father’s experiences during the Holo-

caust. 

Visit the Diocesan website for more information on all these 

events and the latest news from the Department for Interreli-

gious Relations. 

 

Explore, listen, discover God’s call…  

For single Catholic women open to a possible call to religious 

life ... 

 a weekend retreat of prayer, discussion, reflection, com-

munity 

 a time to discern, ask questions, find out more 

 to be with others on a similar journey  

 An opportunity to be accompa-

nied in your discernment, and 

to find out more about the 

spirituality and mission of the 

Society of the Sacred Heart.  

Friday 28th Feb - Sunday 1st March 216A Wingrove Road Fen-

ham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE4 9DD Arriving from 5pm Fri-

day evening and finishing after Sunday lunch.  Contact Sr Barba-

ra Sweeney  07752 300056 or  0191 272 3000 or email 

societyofthesacredheart@gmail.com  

 

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy 

The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim 

that our diocesan schools will become academies within one of 

four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022.  Full copies of this 

Policy are now available on the Diocesan website rcdhn.org.uk 

 

Admissions Appeals Panel Member 

The Diocesan Education Department is looking for new Panel 

members for Admissions Appeals in Diocesan Schools.  Further 

information is available on the Diocesan Website and details of 

who to contact if you feel you could be of assistance. 


