
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Saturday 11th January 
St Aelred of Rievaulx 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the  

Parish  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Suzanne & David  

                                                   Edwards  
10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00am to 12 Noon Confessions  

Sunday 12th January 

The Baptism of the Lord 

 9.00am Mass: Evelyn Givens 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

Monday 13th January 
St Hilary 

Weekday Year 2 Week1 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Mary and Robert 

Keddy 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 14th January 
Weekday 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service of Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: James Keir Craig  

Wednesday 15th January 
Weekday  

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Brain and Carol 

Gregory 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Thursday 16th January 
Weekday 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service of Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: John MacDonald  

7.00pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

Friday 17th January 
St Anthony, Abbot 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Uezzell Family 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 18th January 
Memorial Blessed Virgin Mary 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Simpson and 

O’Neill Families 

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Alice Waugh  

10.45am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00am to 12.00 Noon Confessions  

Sunday 19th January  

2nd Sunday of the Year A 

 9.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

11.00am Mass: SEI Cole  
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The Pope’s Intentions January 2020  

Prayer intention for evangelisation - Promotion of World Peace: We pray that Christians, followers of other 

religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world.  

St. Hilda's Diocesan Resource Centre: 

Staff at St Hilda’s are looking for: 

 a pair of sloping armed candlesticks. 

 Volunteers Monday to Saturday, morning and/or after-

noon to join our Welcoming Group; to meet visitors, 

assist them in borrowing and returning resources, 

where to find topics they are looking for; to assist 

groups who use the facilities and also to sort and ticket 

new additions to the library. 

 Mobile storage units with plastic trays if any school has 

any to donate. 

 Someone to care for several pots and a small area of 

Garden around St Hilda’s. If you are interested please 

contact  ... pat.kennedy@diocesehn.org.uk  

Sunday 12th January 2020 — The Baptism of the Lord (A) 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

Saint Bede’s  
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BEDLINGTON 
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PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Is it too late to wish you Happy New Year!  It's something we've heard a lot of over 

the last couple of weeks, but what are we really expecting of the new year?  Do we 

face the new year with optimism and eagerness, or do we face the new year in a 

spirit of "same old same old."  Not all of us are starting 2020 happily.  Many of us 
face the new year with ongoing problems.  For many, illness, hardship, bereavement 

or difficult relationships aren't things that will simply go away.  Some of us will be 

struggling to find work; others may be stuck in jobs they hate. Increasing numbers 

are trapped in inadequate housing or afflicted by addiction, depression or loneliness.  

Do we face the new year eager and optimistic, or tired and disillusioned? 

 

In today's account of Jesus’ baptism, we are told how the heavens opened, and how 

the Spirit of God descended like a dove.  This marked the beginning of Jesus' minis-

try.  Filled with the Spirit of God, Jesus had the power to work miracles, to cure the 
sick and raise the dead.  The Spirit of God enabled Jesus to face any challenge. 

 

In baptism we are filled with the same Spirit that 

filled Jesus.  The very same Spirit!  Our baptism 

might seem no more than a photograph in a dusty 

photo album, but could our lives be very different if 

we were to call upon the Holy Spirit on a daily basis.  

The Holy Spirit isn't going to make our problems go 

away, nor are we promised an easy life.  What we are 
promised is the strength and direction to make good 

decisions.  Through our baptism, and because of Je-

sus’ baptism, we can resolve to confront our prob-

lems head on, and make something meaningful hap-

pen in the year ahead. 



Please pray for: Peace on Earth, Racial Justice Day, 

Christian Unity, Victims of Human Trafficking, The 

Sick and those who care for them, The Unemployed.  

Please pray for those who are sick, for all who have 

died recently; and for all whose anniversaries occur at 

this time. 

 

Weekly Collection - 4th / 5th January 

St Bede’s Church: £282.40  /  St Robert’s Church: £764.72  

St Robert’s Standing Orders December: £2,700.92  

 

Crib Collection 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Crib Col-

lection for the people who live in the Holy Land.  We raised 

£229 at St Roberts . 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at 

St Robert’s Church Hall and everyone is welcome.  Many 

thanks for the proceeds at St Bede’s during October, Novem-

ber and December which will be forwarded to the ‘Clergy 

Training Fund’.  The next amount raised between now and 

Lent will go towards ‘Mary’s Meals’.  

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the 

parish newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s. 

 

White Flower Appeal 2020 

TODAY  we have the Annual White Flower Appeal organized 

by the Society for the 

Protection of Unborn 

Children.   

There will be a Retir-

ing Collection for the work of SPUC at all Masses. On 21st 

October 2019 the most extreme abortion regime in Europe 

was imposed on the people of Northern Ireland by the govern-

ment at Westminster. Abortion will now be permitted for any 

reason up until at least 24 weeks, and even beyond that. The 

abortion lobby now wants to introduce this in England and 

Wales. Please be as generous as you can to help SPUC defend 

unborn babies and their mothers  from this new attack. 

 

3C’s Club 

The meetings will continue every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 

the month, with the next meeting on Wednesday 22nd January  

from 2pm.  All are welcome! 

 

Journey in Faith 

Our Journey in Faith meetings have now resumed and the next 

meeting will be on Thursday 23rd January looking at 

”Sacramental Signs and Symbols” 

 

Partnership Development Group Meeting 

The next Partnership Development Group Meeting will be held 

on Thursday 16th January at 7pm at Sacred Heart and St Cuth-

bert Church Hall at Amble. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 

The next Parish Pastoral Council Meeting will be held on 

Thursday 30th January at 7pm. Venue to be confirmed. 

 

Mass on Thursday: St Robert’s First School will be present at 

9.15am Mass on Thursday morning, 

 

First Confessions 

Over the next two weeks, our young people continue their 

preparation for First Holy Communion by celebrating their First 

Confessions.  Their preparation classes are being held this week  

on Tuesday at St Bede’s and Thursday at St Robert’s and then 

they will make their First Confessions—Wednesday 22nd Janu-

ary at 6pm at St Bede’s Church and Thursday 23rd January at 

6pm at St Robert’s Church.  Please keep them all in your pray-

ers at this time. 

 

Church Cleaning Rota 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning rota for 2020 is now available in 

the church porch.  Please take a copy.  Many thanks to all who 

volunteer for this important role, but we do ask everyone to 

help keep the church tidy. 

 

St Robert’s Mini – Vinnies 

Please remember to save your postage stamps as Mini Vinnies 

are still collecting stamps for local charities — tub available in 

the church porch. 

 

Christian Unity Week at St Bede’s Church 

On Friday 17th January there will be a Quiz Night from 7pm -

9pm, at St Bede’s Church Hall and on Sunday 19th January there 

will be a “Songs of Praise” at 3pm at St Bede’s Church. All wel-

come to both events. 

 

Christian Unity Week in Morpeth 

There will be a joint Service to celebrate the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity on Sunday 26th January at St Georges URC 

Church in Morpeth at 6pm.  Everyone welcome. 

 

Deputy Head-teacher Vacancy: St Bede’s 

St Bede’s Primary School at Bedlington is seeking to appoint, in 

April 2020, a Deputy Head-teacher and governors are looking 

for “an exceptional practising Catholic”.  The closing date for 

applications is Friday 31st January 2020 at 12 noon and inter-

views are scheduled for Friday 24th February 2020.   Full details 

of the advertised post are available on the Diocesan Education 

Service Website as well as the school website.  

 

St Robert’s SVP 

The next meeting of the St Robert’s Conference of the Society 

of St Vincent de Paul will be held on Wednesday 22nd January at 

7.30 p.m. in the upper church hall. We would be delighted to 

welcome any prospective new members - why not come along 

and give it a try? 

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on January 

16th at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church.  Any parents who are look-

ing to have their child Baptized are asked to speak to Fr Peter 

or Deacon Stephen about filling in the Baptism paperwork and 

attending the Baptism preparation Meeting. 

Reminder:   For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised 

must be a baptised catholic.  Mass on a Sunday (or Sat. vigil) is 

expected.  One of the godparents is also expected to be a prac-

tising catholic.  Attendance at the Baptism Meeting must be 

completed.  Dates for Baptism are not usually given out before 

the Baptism Meeting is completed.   People living outside the 

Parish will need their own Parish Priests permission to have 

their child Baptised here. 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 2020 

Copies of the 2020 Northern Catholic Calendar are  now avail-

able in the porch priced £3.  Please put money in the slot in the 

wall. 

Ministry of Consolation Meeting 

There will be a Meeting on Monday 20th January at 7pm to 

discuss our parishes’ approach to “the Ministry of Consola-

tion”, to discuss what we can do better and see how we move 

this forward throughout 2020.  All who have been involved are 

invited to attend. 

 

Preparation for Lent Liturgy Meeting 

There will be a Liturgy and Worship Meeting for both parishes,  

to help us prepare for Lent on Monday 27th January at 7pm.  

Lent begins on 26th February and we need to know what we 

are planning in both St Bede’s and St Robert’s before Lent be-

gins, so we invite those interested in preparing and organising 

to come along. 

 

Partnership Day of Recollection 

As part of our celebrating The Year of the Word, and celebrat-

ing the canonisation of Cardinal St John Henry Newman, we 

are arranging a Day of Recollection for our Partnership on Sat-

urday 1st February. This day is being organised to bring togeth-

er people from all our five parishes. If you have never experi-

enced a Day of Recollection before, please consider coming 

along.  There will be two talks on how we respond to God’s 

call and become active in living out our faith, there will be quiet 

time for prayer, we will begin the day with Mass at 10am and 

close the day with Adoration and Benediction, finishing by 

3.15pm. Lunch will be provided.  All you need to bring is your-

self!  There is a list on the notice board in both churches … 

please sign up if you will be attending so we know numbers for 

catering. 

 

St Robert’s Senior Parishioners Social 

The St Robert’s Senior Parishioners Social will be held on Sat-

urday 15th February 2020, from 3 pm till 6 pm. for all those 

eligible (over 70 or thereabouts). If you would like to come 

please put your name and phone number on the list in the 

church porch or the hall, indicating whether you need 

transport. If you are eligible, please don’t be reticent because 

you think you are not old: do not derive your fellow parishion-

ers of your company!   Ask not “What will I get out of this party?”- 

ask instead “What can I bring to this party?” !!   We will try to 

contact those who have come in previous years but there must 

be many newly eligible so please do not be shy to add your 

name.  Also, as usual we will be looking for donations of prizes 

for the raffle. Thank you! 

 

Explore, listen, discover God’s call…  

For single Catholic women open to a possible call to religious 

life ... 

 a weekend retreat of prayer, discussion, reflection, com-

munity 

 a time to discern, ask questions, find out more 

 to be with others on a similar journey  

 An opportunity to be accompanied in your discernment, 

and to find out more about the spirituality and mission 

of the Society of the Sacred Heart.  

Friday 28th Feb - Sunday 1st March 216A Wingrove Road Fen-

ham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE4 9DD Arriving from 5pm Fri-

day evening and finishing after Sunday lunch.  Contact Sr Barba-

ra Sweeney ( 07752 300056 or ( 0191 272 3000 or email socie-

tyofthesacredheart@gmail.com  

 

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy 

The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim 

that our diocesan schools will become academies within one of 

four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022.  Full copies of this 

Policy are now available on the Diocesan website rcdhn.org.uk 

Diocesan Vacancies 

Cleaner – St Hilda, Sunderland—6 hours per week. Closing 

date: 17 January 2020; Cleaner – St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcas-

tle, 10 hours per week. Closing date for applications 13 January 

2020.  For further information and details of how to apply 

please visit our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 

0191 243 3301 

 

Do you have any surplus rosaries? 

Through the Catenian Association rosaries are sent to missions 

in Africa, the indigenous people of Australia and to people in 

prison in the UK. Over the past 2 years over 11,000 donated 

rosaries have been sent to overseas missions and nearly 30,000 

purchased rosaries have been distributed through prison chap-

lains in the UK. If you have any rosaries that you don’t need 

they will be very much appreciated by Catholics in these situa-

tions. Please leave them in the box on the table in St Robert’s 

church porch. Thank you. 

 

Organising against Climate Change 

What can Morpeth do as a community to not only save the 

planet but also make people’s lives better here in Northumber-

land?  If you are interested in finding out, come along to an 

open meeting, chaired by Callum Bell on Wednesday 15th Janu-

ary at 7.00pm in the Comrades Club – to hear about innova-

tive ideas and suggestions from the grassroots.  Everyone wel-

come. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Evenings 

The theme for the 2020 Holocaust Memorial Evenings is “Stand 

Together”.  This year, 2020, marks the 75th Anniversary of the 

liberation of Auschwitz–Birkenau.    

 On Sunday 26th January at 3.30pm, the Central Library 

in Newcastle (NE1 8AX) are holding the Opening Cere-

mony for Holocaust Memorial Day. For more infor-

mation please contact martajosephs@googlemail.com 

 On Monday 27th January at 6.30pm Sunderland Inter-

faith Forum are holding their annual Holocaust Com-

memoration. This will take place in Sunderland Minster 

(opposite the Empire Theatre). Bosnian Genocide survi-

vor Smajo Baso will give an account of the Bosnian Gen-

ocide, which commemorates its 25th anniversary in 

2020. The Holocaust speaker is Gerald Stern who will 

recall his father’s escape from Nazi Germany. 

 On Tuesday 28th January the first of our Diocesan com-

memorations takes place at St. Mary’s School, Benton 

Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne at 7.00pm. There are 

two guest speakers; Smajo Beso who will tell of his par-

ents' experiences during the Bosnian Genocide in 1995. 

Gerald Stern will recall his father’s experiences during 

the Holocaust. 

 On Thursday 30th January we return to St. Michael’s 

Catholic Academy, Beamish Road, Billingham for the 

second of our Diocesan commemorations. This event 

starts at 7.00pm with the guest speaker, Marta Joseph’s 

who will recall her father’s experiences during the Holo-

caust. 

Visit the Diocesan website for more information on all these 

events and the latest news from the Department for Interreli-

gious Relations. 

 

Admissions Appeals Panel Member 

The Diocesan Education Department is looking for new Panel 

members for Admissions Appeals in Diocesan Schools.  Further 

information is available on the Diocesan Website and details of 

who to contact if you feel you could be of assistance. 

 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk

