
When the women told John and Peter that Christ’s body was missing from the 
tomb they both set off running to the grave.  Because John was much younger, 
and presumably fitter, he arrived first but waited for Peter before going into the 
tomb. When Peter saw the scene he saw an empty tomb.  But when John went in 
he saw that Jesus had risen. And there’s the big difference. 
 
They saw the same scene very differently.  Peter notices that the body is gone.  
John, on the other hand, seems to grasp the reality behind the empty tomb.  He 
believes, understands the meaning of the scriptures and accepts that Jesus is no 
longer dead but alive.  While Peter’s world has suddenly become dismal, bleak 
and confusing, John’s is about excitement, joy, peace, hope and life.  And re-
member that they are both looking at the same thing.  Fortunately, Peter cot-
toned on fairly quickly! 
 
That first Easter scene is a mirror of our world more than 2000 years later.  Today there are still many things 
that bring us to our knees.  There are still wars, murders, political intrigues in government and Church, fam-
ine, sickness, racism, scandals, poverty, exploitation, unemployment...the list is endless.  Each of us can 
view life as an empty tomb, something to grieve over and a cause of bitter sorrow.  Or we can see the same 
thing as full of hope, expectation and light.  The choice is between a mentality that sees life as basically cru-
el, hostile and cold (Peter) or as full of possibility, crammed with life-giving chances to bring hope, trust and 
growth (John). 

 
The resurrection did not abolish tears and pain from our lives; 
we have to wait till the end of time for that.  But what it does 
do is to allow us to see through the obvious, beyond the emp-
ty tomb to a hope that beckons.  That’s what St Paul means 
when he speaks about our thoughts being on heavenly things.  
We do not deny the reality of sin, evil and death in our world.  
But because we are baptised into Christ’s resurrection we 
share a risen life that also lets us see God alive and active in 
our moments of emptiness and pain as well as in our times of 
joy.  For those who believe in the resurrection, life can never 
be the same again. 

Sunday 12th April 2020 — Easter Sunday  
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Our Churches remain CLOSED until further notice for all Masses,  
Private Prayer, Baptism, Marriages and Funerals.   

Funerals will only be celebrated either at the Crematorium or at the Graveside.  

Please pray for: Peace on Earth, Racial 
Justice Day, Christian Unity, Victims of Hu-
man Trafficking, The Sick and those who 
care for them, The Unemployed, Candi-
dates for the Sacraments, Women, The 
Needy and Hungry of the World, Penitents 

and Wanderers, Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  Please pray 
for family members, parishioners and those we know 
who are sick and unwell, for those in hospital, recovering 
from or awaiting surgery, all suffering from COVID-19; for 
all who have died recently including Barbara Rice [Foxton 
Court, Morpeth] who died on 2nd April, whose Funeral 
Service will be held at Cowpen Crematorium on Monday 
20th April; Maureen Uezzell [Forum Court, Bedlington] 
who died on 5th April, whose Funeral Service will be held 
at Cowpen Crematorium on Thursday 16th April; and for 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Easter Prayers 
It would have been a great joy for me to have been able 
to wish you all today, in person, a 
very Happy Easter.  As we know, it is 
not possible, so from my desk, I 
offer you all my prayers and best 
wishes and hope that you can enjoy 
this wonderful Easter feast from the 
comfort of your own home!   We all 
know how difficult this time of 
“social-distancing” and “shielding” 
is.  The last few days have been 
hard—Holy Week and Easter celebrations need people in 
church to have a true and effective celebration if we truly 
understand what it is we are celebrating, but let us not 
lose hope nor lose sight of the victory that Jesus won for 
each and everyone of us through his resurrection.   

Reception into Church and Baptism 
This Easter Sunday morning should have been a wonder-
ful celebration for Jill Perkins who was to have been Re-
ceived into Full Communion with the Church at St Rob-
ert’s.  Instead we have to wait for this special day …. and 
so, on our first Sunday back at Mass we will celebrate this 
special occasion.  In fact we will light our new Candle on 
that day as a sign to us all of new life in Christ.  We should 
also have been celebrating the Baptism 
of Harry Wood on Easter Day and this 
too we have had to postpone.  This 
should have been a wonderful day for 
his mum and dad, Sarah and Mark and 
all his family, but it will be rearranged 
for a date later in the year.  

 
March Standing Orders 

St Robert’s Standing Orders for March 2020: £2,759.92 
 

Your Church Offering 
We are very grateful for those who are continuing to 
make regular donations, but very aware of the difficulties 
in doing so at this time. If able, you can drop envelopes 
off at the Presbytery.  You can also make your weekly 
offering to the Church by setting up a Standing Order so 
that your donation will be taken out of your bank account 
on the 6th day of every month.  Standing Order Man-

dates are available on the Parish websites.  
Alternatively, if you wish to make a dona-
tion by BACS directly from your own bank 
account, please send an email and I will 
send you the bank details so that you can 

make a direct contribution.    If you pay tax and wish to 
also join the Gift Aid Scheme please email the Presbytery 
and a form will be forwarded to you.                        Fr Peter 

Masses and Intentions this week 
Saturday 11th April Holy Saturday  

Sunday 12th April  Easter Sunday Helen & Douglas Cone  

Monday 13th April Easter Monday Special Intention  [RPH/MH] 

Tuesday 14th April  Easter Tuesday Michael Lillico  

Wednesday 15th April Easter Wednesday Deceased of the Boulter and King Families 

Thursday 16th April  Easter Thursday [St Bernadette] Father Lawrence Jones 

Friday 17th April Easter Friday Staff and Residents of Bedlington Care Homes 

Saturday 18th April Easter Saturday Ken Shuttleworth  

Sunday 19th April  Second Sunday of Easter 
Feast of Divine Mercy 

People of the Parish  

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions April 2020 
Freedom from Addiction: We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied.  



STAY SAFE EVERYONE - REMEMBER THE ADVICE -  STAY HOME.  
We need to protect everyone.  This virus doesn't move, we move; and when we move the virus can be spread,  

so the less people we meet each day, the less likely the virus is  to spread 

Websites and Facebook Pages 
Our Parish Websites and Facebook pages are being up-
dated on a regular basis with further information and 
suggestions.  Not everyone is “online” and therefore not 
able to see this, but it is the only way of getting our infor-
mation to you at this time.  If you know someone who 
does not have internet connection, is it possible for you 
to print off a copy of this newsletter and pass it on to 
them? 

 

‘Easter Duties’ 
Please note that the obligation to fulfil Easter duties 
(Holy Communion and Sacramental Confession) has been 
removed this year.  The Bishops of England and Wales 
have dispensed with the Sunday obligation to attend 
Mass for the time being and also, for this year, the re-
quirement to receive Holy Communion and the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation at Easter or thereabouts. The 
Bishops have asked that all should make a Perfect Act of 
Contrition at this time. This requires us to be contrite of 
heart for what we have done, know and be overwhelmed 
by the love and mercy of God for his children, and to ap-
proach this grace with humility and resolution not to sin 
again.  Let us resolve to celebrate Confession at the first 
possible opportunity when the sacrament is available 
once again. 
 

Thanks to those who are caring of us ….. 
We have many doctors, nurses and care workers, as well 
as other NHS workers and chaplains and others who are 
working for all the emergency services, in our parishes 
and amongst our families and friends.  We thank them for 
their care and dedication and for their long hours and we 
pray for them at this very difficult time for the work that 
they are doing.  We also want to pay tribute to our school 
staff who have been keeping our schools open to provide 
a safe place for our children while their parents are at 
work.  The people who work in our shops and supermar-
kets are doing a wonderful job and we are relying on so 
many delivery drivers and those who work for the Royal 
Mail at this time.  We are very proud of everyone who, 
perhaps without even realizing it, is living the gospel in 
words and action and doing their best to care for those in 
need and we pray for them all. 
 

Praying together in a time of need 
It is important that we continue to pray at this time of 
national emergency and particularly as a parish commu-
nity that we try to pray at the same time, 
even though we are all in different places.  
Aware that everyone has their own rou-
tine, would it be possible for us to pray the 
Rosary at 6pm each evening or the Stations of the Cross 
or the Chaplet of Divine Mercy ….. it doesn't matter what 
we do, as long as we’re doing something at the same 
time as one another and joining together in prayer. 

Father Bernard Swinhoe OSB 
From the Abbot and Community of Douai Abbey:   
Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Reverend Dom Bernard 
Swinhoe OSB, Monk and Priest 
of Douai Abbey, who died on 
9th April, 2020, In his 89th year 
of age, 67th year of religious 
profession and 59th year of 
priesthood.  Father Bernard was the last Benedictine cu-
rate at St Robert’s Church.  Father Bernard is pictured 
here with Father Lawrence, whose 5th Anniversary oc-
curs on 27th April. 

 

April Edition of ‘The Northern Cross’ 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will only be a digi-
tal edition of ‘The Northern Cross’ this month and it is 
free of any charge and is available to read at  
www.northerncross.org.uk and then clicking on the 
“PDF” on the home page.    
 

Supporting the Christian Community of the Holy Land 
We have not been able to take the usual Holy Places Col-
lection this year, so our support of the Christian Com-
munity of the Holy Land is more important than 
ever. The people in Bethlehem and Jerusalem 
are facing the same struggles that we are with 
“lockdown” but their suffering is so much great-
er because they already live under extreme and difficult 
circumstances.  Please pray for them.  The Friends of the 
Holy Land currently have an online appeal as do the The 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre, and on our website, there are 
links and a letter from the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
highlighting some of the issues currently faced by the 
people there.   
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, November 2020 
Would you like to consider travelling with us and to sup-

port those people who live in that special 
place?  Speak to Fr Peter for forms.  We cur-
rently have 35 people going on this pilgrimage 
and there are still places available.  Perhaps 

you could look on this pilgrimage as “the light at the end 
of the tunnel” and something to look forward to. 
 

Jesus of Nazareth 
If you have SKY TV, the “Sky Art HD” Chan-
nel is showing the Franco Zefferelli edition of 
Jesus of Nazareth with Robert Powell, 2pm—
4pm Good Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
Easter Monday. 

 

First Holy Communion Masses 
Our celebrations for First Holy Communion in 
May have been postponed and we will re-arrange 
new dates for later in the year at both churches. 



Newsletter by Email 
If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the weekly 

Newsletter while we are not printing pa-
per copies, please send your email ad-
dress to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you 
will be added and the Newsletter will be 
emailed each weekend. 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 
If you are struggling with “lockdown”, “self-isolation” or 
any other issue and need to talk to someone, if there is 
something bothering you and you need to talk, please 
remember that we have the Northumberland Listening 
Service set up by parishes in this area of Northumberland 
several years ago.  The number is “Northumberland Lis-
tening Service”  07732 980740. 
 

“ Day by Day” 
Arch Publishers, who produce “My Day by Day” scripture 
reflection booklet, are offering a special 6-month individ-
ual subscription for £10.70.  We have cancelled our parish 
order for the time being, but if you wish to order from 
them you need to phone 01782 213000 and you can pay 
over the phone and have it delivered to you. 

 
Prayer to Our Lady Health of the Sick 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope.   
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.   
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 
with steadfast faith.   
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.  
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at 
Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this 
moment of trial.  
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform 
ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what 
Jesus tells us:  He who took our sufferings 
upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring 
us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resur-
rection. Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 
God.  
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin. 

Diocesan Justice and Peace Project 
As our churches are closed and unable to collect and send 
essential supplies to this project, the Newcastle centre is 
appealing for help in the form of monetary donations.  
Cheques can be made  payable to “DHN, Destitute Asy-
lum Fund” and sent to: John Dowling, Asylum Seekers’ 
Manager, Our Lady of Lourdes Centre, 2 Summerhill 
Grove, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 6EE.  Many Thanks. 
 

Christian Aid 
Due to the Covid19 pandemic, this year’s house  to house  
collections and other group activities for Christian Aid will 
not take place.  However, Christian Aid Week is not can-
celled!  Instead, more focus will be given to online  and/or 

telephone donations and individu-
al sponsored activities.   Christian 
Aid thanks you all for your gener-
ous support which you have given 

in the past but needs your help more than ever at the pre-
sent time because of greater need responding to the pan-
demic in the countries where Christian Aid works and be-
cause of the loss of the main source of income - the 
house-to-house collection.  Donations can be made 
through the Christian Aid website: christian-aid.org or by 
telephone on  020 7523 2493.  Thank you. 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor Emergency Appeal 
The Little Sisters of the Poor have launched a vital fund-
raising appeal, in response to the increasing pressures 
faced by St Joseph’s Care Home during the current 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic.  St Joseph’s Care 
Home in Newcastle has been forced to implement emer-
gency measures to aid efforts to fight the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  Unfortunately, along with residential visita-
tions, this also includes cancelling charity events and col-
lections which has had a massive impact on the dona-
tions they rely on to help with 
their increasing running costs 
and to purchase extra essential 
Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) such as gloves, sanitising 
gel, eye protection, face 
masks, safety clothing and 
chemical cleaning products to ensure they can continue 
to comply with all health and safety regulations.   All do-
nations will be very gratefully received and they make a 
real difference to the lives of their vulnerable elderly resi-
dents. Cheques made payable to ‘Little Sisters of the 
Poor’ can be sent to; St Joseph’s Home, Westmoreland 
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7QA.  Alternatively, 
you can make a secure, online donation, by visiting; 
https://www.littlesistersofthepoor.co.uk/donate-here/.  


