
Masses and Intentions this week 
Saturday 4th April Weekday of Lent Carole Lathaen  

Sunday 5th April  Palm Sunday Joe McKee  

Monday 6th April Monday of Holy Week George Beattie  

Tuesday 7th April  Tuesday of Holy Week Elphin Conroy  

Wednesday 8th April Wednesday of Holy Week Intentions of Fr Peter’s Family 

Thursday 9th April  Holy Thursday Michael & Pat Ibbetson  

Friday 10th April Good Friday  

Saturday 11th April Holy Saturday  

Sunday 12th April  Easter Sunday Helen & Douglas Cone  

When momentous events happen, only a few people are able to grasp their full significance.  So when the Berlin wall fell, eve-

ryone cheered, but a few knew what problems lay ahead for a unified Germany.  When the iron curtain was finally pierced, 

only a few realised the implications this would have for an enlarged Europe.  It takes a perceptive mind to see beyond what’s  

under their eyes and be able to grasp the wider picture. 

 

On Palm Sunday there were only a few in the crowd who had any idea of what the real picture was.  

The crowd cheered and sang; the children were enjoying every moment of Jesus’s entry on a donkey 

into Jerusalem.  It was a colourful pageant and a welcome diversion from the religious duties of the 

festival period. 

 

But only a few knew that the man on the donkey was no mere rabbi, politician or rebel leader.  He 

was, in fact, God’s Son.  He was the Messiah sent by God to bring good news to his people and to re-

veal the sort of God that they had.  Only a few people could see that the cheering crowd would turn 

before the week was over and, bored once more, would demand a public spectacle again... this time an 

execution. In this they were representative of the people at large who rejected the message of Jesus. 

 

Most people would have expected him to argue his case and try to defend himself against the charges of treason in order to 

save his skin.  But a few people were convinced that he would remain absolutely faithful to the will of his Father.  That’s be-

cause he knew that his mission depended on this.  And while the vast majority of the crowd thought that the whole thing was 

something of a damp squib and the fun was over after his death, a few understood that his life and death had a purpose. 

Though he was innocent he gave his life in sacrifice so that sin, death and evil might no longer have a hold over us.  Some peo-

ple knew that, but not many. 

Sunday 4th April 2020 — Palm Sunday  
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Our Churches remain CLOSED until further notice  

for all Masses,  Private Prayer, Baptism, Marriages and Funerals.   

Funerals will only be celebrated either at the Crematorium or at the Graveside.  

Please pray for: Peace on Earth, Racial Justice 

Day, Christian Unity, Victims of Human Trafficking, 

The Sick and those who care for them, The Unem-

ployed, Candidates for the Sacraments, Women, 

The Needy and Hungry of the World, Penitents and 

Wanderers, Survivors of Sexual Abuse.  Please pray 

for family members, parishioners and those we 

know who are sick and unwell, for those in hospital, recovering from 

or awaiting surgery, all suffering from COVID-19; for all who have died 

recently and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Pastoral Letter 

Bishop Robert has written a Pastoral Letter and this is now available 

on the Parish Website. 
 

Your Church Offering 

At this very difficult time you can still make your weekly offering to the 

Church by setting up a Standing Order so that your donation will just 

be taken out of your bank account on the 6th day of every 

month.  Standing Order Mandates are available on the 

Parish website.  Alternatively, if you wish to make a dona-

tion by BACS directly from your own bank account, please 

send an email and I will send you the bank details so that 

you can make a direct contribution.    If you pay Tax and 

wish to also join the Gift Aid Scheme please email the Presbytery and a 

form will be forwarded to you.    Fr Peter 
 

Thanks to those who are caring for us ….. 

We have many doctors, nurses and care workers, as well as other 

NHS workers and chaplains and others who are working for all the 
emergency services, in our parishes and amongst our families and 

friends.  We thank them for their care and dedication and for their 

long hours and we pray for them at this very difficult time for the 

work that they are doing.  We also want to pay tribute to our school 

staff who have been keeping our schools open to provide a safe place 

for our children while their parents are at work.  The people who 

work in our shops and supermarkets are doing a wonderful job and we 

are relying on so many delivery drivers and those who work for the 

Royal Mail at this time.  We are very proud of everyone who, perhaps 

without even realizing it, is living the gospel in words and action and 

doing their best to care for those in need and we pray for them all. 
 

Praying together in a time of need 

It is important that we continue to pray at this time of national emer-
gency and it has been suggested that we try to 

pray at the same time, even though we are all in 

different places.  Aware that everyone has their 

own routine, would it be possible for us to pray 

the Rosary at 6pm each evening or the Stations 

of the Cross or the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  It doesn't matter what 

we do, as long as we’re doing something at the same time as one an-

other and joining together in prayer. 
 

April Edition of The Northern Cross 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there will only be a digital edition of 

‘The Northern Cross’ this month and it is free of any charge and avail-

able at www.northerncross.org.uk, by clicking on the PDF on the 

home page.   Thank you warmly for your support and you are encour-

aged to continue sending stories, letters – and volunteer appeals - to 

the email address — editor.norcross@btconnect.com.  
 

Jesus of Nazareth 

If you have SKY TV, the “Sky Art HD” Channel is 

showing the Franco Zefferelli edition of Jesus the 

Nazarene with Robert Powell, 2pm—4pm Good 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Easter Monday. 

 

Supporting the Christian Community of the Holy Land 

As we begin Holy Week, our thoughts naturally turn to the Holy Land 

and its people.  The Christian community of the Holy Land is facing 

the same struggles that we are with “lockdown” but their 

suffering is so much greater because they already live un-

der extreme and difficult circumstances.  Pray for them.  

Bethlehem has been on lockdown for over four weeks.  

The Friends of the Holy Land currently have an online appeal 

as do the The Order of the Holy Sepulchre, and on our website there is a 

letter from the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem highlighting some of the 

issues currently faced by the people there.   
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, November 2020 

Would you like to consider travelling with us and to 

support those people who live in that special place?  

Speak to Fr Peter for forms.  We currently have 35 

people going on this pilgrimage and there are still 

places available.  Perhaps you could look on this pil-

grimage as “the light at the end of the tunnel” and 

something to look forward to. 
 

Westminster Cathedral now “livestreaming” 

Westminster Cathedral of the Precious Blood, London, now 

livestreams Mass twice a day, and will probably be livestreaming Holy 

Week Masses and Services.  This is available on 

www.churchservices.tv.  The link is on the website. 

 

EWTN on SKY 588 

Eternal Word Television Network on Channel 588 on Sky TV will be 

showing a variety of live and recorded programmes to help us focus 

our prayers and thoughts during this Easter.  Their website is 

ewtn.com. 
 

“At the Foot of The Cross” 

Dan Walker of BBC Breakfast presents an evening of music and reflec-

tion to mark Good Friday with the Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir, the 

Euphony Singers and special guest performances at 7pm on BBC Radio 

2 on Good Friday, which also features a dramatic retelling of the cruci-

fixion by author Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 
 

Websites and Facebook Pages 

Our Parish Websites and Facebook pages are being updated on a reg-

ular basis with further information and suggestions.  Not everyone is 

“online” and therefore not able to see this, but it is the only way of 

disseminating our information at this time to many people.  If you 

know someone who does not have internet connection,  please keep 

them informed of what you reading are reading.  If able, can you print 

off a newsletter for them? 
 

Holy Week at Home  

As we approach Holy Week 2020 we would like you to know that 

even though we are separated we are still in communion with one 

another.  The Diocesan Vicariate for Faith and Mission has produced a 

free resource to help you experience and celebrate Holy Week.  Here 

is a link to the “Holy Week at Home” document if you wish to look at 

it.  https://tinyurl.com/uxz6jba    If you would like to have access 

to this resource and receive it directly, please sign up here to receive 

email updates from the Vicariate for Faith & Mission .. https://

forms.gle/A2JWjojMxwC6u24r6 

STAY SAFE EVERYONE - REMEMBER THE ADVICE -  STAY HOME.  

We need to protect everyone.  This virus doesn't move, we move; and when we move the virus can be 

spread, so the less people we meet each day, the less likely the virus is  to spread 


