
Why do we keep rules?  Probably to avoid penalties, punishment 

or adverse consequence!  Rules are a necessary evil if we are to 

live in a well-ordered society.  Commandments however are dif-

ferent from rules.  Commandments are expressions of how we 

are to love each other.  Perhaps we shouldn’t need command-

ments, perhaps we should know how to love each other intuitive-

ly, but sadly it seems we need a little guidance and a lot of help. 

 

In today’s section of the gospel known as the ‘Farewell Discourse’.  Jesus gives his 

disciples some final assurances.  He tells them that although he will no longer be 

with them in the flesh, they will always abide in each other’s love.  The disciples will 

have plenty of opportunity to express that love by keeping his commandments.  In 

return Jesus will send them, and us, an advocate, a spirit of truth …. the Holy Spirit. 

 

How easy life would be if Jesus had stayed with us in the flesh.  All we would have 

to do is keep running to him for answers every time we got stuck.  There wouldn’t 

be any great long debates on abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, stem cell re-

search or anything else for that matter ….. we would simply send Jesus an email 

and twiddle our thumbs awaiting the answer.  Because he knew that he could not 

stay with us in person, Jesus left us with the Holy Spirit to take his place but how 

often do we call on it?  We are good at thinking we can get through life under our 

own steam.  Sometimes we can be opinionated, quite sure that we can work out all 

the answers for ourselves.  Today we are reminded that the Holy Spirit is with us 

from our baptism and ready to be called upon whenever we need direction or rev-

elation.   For most of us, that probably means a daily call. 
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Please pray for: New Members of the Church; Vo-

cations, especially on the World Day of Prayer for Voca-

tions, 4th Sunday of Easter; Human Work, especially on 

St Joseph the Worker, 1 May; The Right Use of the Me-

dia, especially on World Communications Day, 7th Sunday 

of Easter; The Church, especially on Pentecost Sunday.  

Please pray for family members, parishioners and 

those we know who are sick and unwell, for those in hospital, 

recovering from or awaiting surgery, all suffering from COVID-

19; for all who have died; and for all whose anniversaries occur 

at this time.   

 

Ascension Thursday 

Although we are unable to celebrate in Church, 

we still celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension 

of the Lord on Thursday, so please try to offer a 

moment of prayer on that day and even allow a 

glass of wine or your favourite drink to celebrate 

this feast!!  Christ promised not to leave his apos-

tles as orphans, but that the Spirit would be with 

them always.  Let us never forget that the same 

Lord Jesus makes the same promise to us, especially during this 

testing time of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Websites and Facebook Pages 

Our Parish Websites and Facebook pages are updated regular-

ly , and the Parish Newsletter is available on our website each 

week.    Please remember also that the diocesan website 

www.rcdhn.org.uk and the Bishops’ Conference website 

www.cbcew.org.uk contain many useful links that may be 

helpful to you at this time. 

 

Thanks from the Little Sisters of the Poor 

Mother Deirdre from the Little Sisters of the Poor in Newcas-

tle has written to thank all members of the Catholic Women’s 

League for their recent donation.  She offers thanks for the 

“vital donation which has enabled them to purchase necessary 

PPE for the staff and Sisters”. 

 

Rosary for Vocations 

Throughout the month of May we are 

encouraged to pray the Rosary.  We are 

being asked especially to use this time to 

pray the rosary for vocations.  A new re-

source to help with this—reflections on the Rosary, by our 

diocesan students—is available on the diocesan website. 

Your Church Offering—THANK YOU 

We are very grateful to those who are continuing to make reg-

ular donations, but also very aware of the difficulties in doing so 

at this time.  If able, you can drop envelopes off at the Presby-

tery, or just keep them each week until we meet again in 

church (unfortunately we were not able to get the new envelopes 

out to everyone before we closed, but they are available as soon as 

we reopen).  You can also make your weekly offering to the 

Church by setting up a Standing Order so that your donation 

will be taken out of your bank account every month.  Standing 

Order Mandates are available on the Parish websites.  Alterna-

tively, if you wish to make a donation by BACS directly from 

your own bank account, please send an email and I will send 

you the bank details so that you can make a direct contribution.    

If you pay tax and wish to also join the Gift Aid Scheme, please 

email the Presbytery and arrangements will be made for a Gift 

Aid Form to be forwarded to you.    Fr Peter 

 

Praying together in a time of need 

If you can offer some time at prayer, each evening at 6pm, then 

you will be joining together spiritually with other members of 

the parish community.  You can use this time for quiet prayer, 

joining in an online Mass, or you can pray the Rosary, the Sta-

tions of the Cross, the Stations of the Resurrection, the Chap-

let of Divine Mercy, or Evening Prayer of the Church ….. it 

actually doesn't matter what we do, as long as we’re doing 

something at the same time as one another and joining together 

in prayer. 

 

Keeping us updated with your contact information 

The last Parish database at St Bede’s Parish was put together in 

2001 and the most recent census at St Rob-

ert’s was in 2011.  Now that we are in 2020, 

it is obvious that in some cases the contact 

information we hold for you might be out of 

date.  If you have moved house, changed tele-

phone number, got an email address since 

these databases were compiled, please let us 

know.  Use parish email addresses to update your information. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the weekly 

Newsletter while we are not printing paper copies, please send 

your email address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will be 

added and the Newsletter will be emailed each weekend. 

 

Masses and Intentions this week 
Saturday 16th May Weekday of Easter Father Jim Doherty 

Sunday 17th May  Fifth Sunday of Easter People of the Parish  

Monday 18th May  Weekday of Easter / St John I Kathleen Torkington  (KK) 

Tuesday 19th May Weekday of Easter / St Dunstan Elaine & Joseph Swift 

Wednesday 20th May Weekday of Easter  / St Bernadine Maureen Uezzell (ML) 

Thursday 21st May The Ascension of the Lord People of the Parish 

Friday 22nd May  Weekday of Easter / St Rita of Cascia Helen Cone  

Saturday 23rd May  Weekday of Easter Deceased Members of the Onono family  

Sunday 24th May  Sixth Sunday of Easter People of the Parish 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for May 2020 

For Deacons:  We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor,  

may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church 



Masses for the Sick and those who care for them 

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales recognise that this 

time of the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting every person in 

our countries.  Those who are sick, and their families, are suf-

fering many hardships of isolation from contact with those they 

love.  Our front-line workers in hospitals and in care homes all 

over our lands are giving exceptional service to those who are 

vulnerable at this time.  In order to show a spiritual solidarity 

with all those who are involved in the ways described above, 

each week a Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral 

which will be live-streamed for people to join. 

This will take place every Thursday at 7pm. 

 21st May, Bishop Mark Davies, Shrewsbury Cathedral 

 28th May, Bishop Terence Drainey, Middlesbrough Ca-

thedral   

These Masses will be live-streamed, and can be viewed by visit-

ing the Cathedral webpage, or the Bishops’ Conference 

Webpage (cbcew.org.uk)  

 

The Pope Video 

The Pope Video is a monthly video with 

notes that highlights the Holy Father’s 

monthly intentions for prayer.  During this 

month of May the intention is for Dea-

cons.  Follow this link to watch and read.  thepopevideo.org 

 

Northumbria Healthcare Trust 

Do you know of anyone who might join the newly created PPE 

Manufacturing Team in Cramlington?  Northumbria Healthcare 

Trust have an urgent requirement for experienced sewing ma-

chinists to join their team as bank staff.  They will be joining a 

newly created team of skilled bank machinists to manufac-

ture PPE for our frontline staff in the Trust.  These are immedi-

ate and urgent vacancies. If you know anyone who might be 

able to help please ask them to get in touch.  The job reference 

is 319-24201 42TL.  More details on the Trust website. 

 

The God Who Speaks 

Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The 

Word of God shapes our prayer and worship.  The Bible shows 

us how to understand the world, how we are called to live and 

relate to each other.    2020 is the 10th anniver-

sary of ‘Verbum Domini’ – Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’ 

and the 1,600th anniversary of St Jerome’s death.  

These dates have inspired the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of England and Wales to dedicate 

2020 as a year of focus on the Bible and ‘The God Who 

Speaks’.  Each month there is a different focus.  The focus this 

month is from Ascension to Pentecost. You can download re-

flections and artwork at www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-

god-who-speaks/focus/  The diocese has also produced its own 

‘Visio Divina’ booklet, using pictures to help us pray with the 

Word of God, and a link is on the diocesan website. 

 

European Union Citizens  

All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required by 

the government to apply through its Settlement Scheme to con-

tinue living, working and accessing services here. The deadline 

for applications is 30 June 2021. Details and links to the applica-

tion process can be found at: gov.uk/eusettledstatus.   Please 

bring this to the attention of friends, relatives and fellow parish-

ioners who may need to apply. Assistance for those who may 

have difficulty applying is available at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlement-

scheme.  The Catholic Church in England and Wales stands in 

solidarity with all European citizens who have made their 

homes here.  They are a valued part of our parishes, schools 

and communities.  

Northumberland Listening Service 

If you are struggling with “lockdown”, “self-isolation” or any 

other issue and need to talk to someone, if there is something 

bothering you and you need to talk, please remember that we 

have the Northumberland Listening Service set up by parishes 

in this area of Northumberland several years ago.  The number 

is “Northumberland Listening Service”   07732 980740. 

 

If you need support ….. 

Northumberland Communities Together: 01670 620015 is the 

County Council’s Covid-19 support hub that can get food or 

supplies out to anyone in need via community volunteers.  That 

is for anyone in Northumberland, no matter how big or small 

their need.  If you are struggling with managing at home and 

need support for basic things like food, and have been unable to 

get help from family, friends or local community groups, the 

council has set up a Community Response Hub as part of 

“Northumberland Communities Together”.    

 If you need immediate assistance, you or someone you 

know should email - northumberlandcommunitiestogeth-

er@northumberland.gov.uk   or telephone 01670 

620015 between 9am to 6pm, seven days a week. 

 If you are worried about the immediate welfare (health 

or well-being) of a child or adult contact Onecall - 01670 

536400 - 24 hour service, 365 days a year. 

 If you have a medical condition which makes you ex-

tremely vulnerable to coronavirus (COVID-19), you may 

be eligible for shielding support. Shielding is a measure to 

protect people who are clinically extremely vulnerable 

by reducing interaction with others.   Full information is 

available on  ….. www.northumberland.gov.uk/

coronavirus/Shielding.aspx 

 

Thanks to those who are caring for us ….. 

As the situation with the Coronavirus  continues, the lockdown 

situation continues until the Government decides otherwise 

and social distancing seems to be with us for a long time to 

come, we continue to pray for the many people who are look-

ing after our needs.  There are many doctors, nurses and care 

workers, as well as other NHS workers and chaplains and oth-

ers who are working for all the emergency services, in our par-

ishes and amongst our families and friends.  Our school staff are 

keeping our schools open to provide a safe place for our chil-

dren while their parents are at work.  Those who work in our 

shops and supermarkets are doing a wonderful job and we are 

relying on so many delivery drivers and those who work for the 

Royal Mail at this time.  We are very proud of everyone who is 

living the gospel in words and action and doing their best to 

care for those in need and we pray for them all.  

“In so far as you did this to the least of these brothers of mine, you 

did it to me” (Matthew 25:40) 

 

Prayer to Our Lady Health of the Sick 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 

salvation and hope.  We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 

Sick.  At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, know 

what we need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as 

you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after 

this moment of trial.  Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to con-

form ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:  

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sor-

rows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resur-

rection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God.  Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test –  

and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Vir-

gin. 



the Holy Land “Pentecost Appeal” 

“Why we need your help … The coronavirus is tightening its 

grip as it spreads throughout the Holy Land so we have taken 

the decision to widen the scope of our appeal to all of the 

West Bank (including Bethlehem), Gaza, Israel and Jordan. 

Therefore, we have re-launched our Bethlehem Coronavirus 

Shutdown Appeal as the 

“Pentecost Challenge” 

thus enabling Friends of 

the Holy Land to contin-

ue its activities and support those most affected by this crisis in 

the entire area of our operation.   At the same time three gen-

erous supporters have committed to match any donations to 

our appeal received from April 3rd until Pentecost, 31st May up 

to £100,000.  Your donations will be doubled, whilst match 

funds last.  Naturally we have carried forward the gift aided 

balance of £48,000 that had been donated up until April 2nd to 

make our target.  Every £1 you donate will have the impact of 

£2!”  Further information and facility to donate online at 

www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/home 

 

Missio Appeal 

At Missio, we are committed to supporting our sisters and 

brothers around the world, through any challenges, struggles 

and hardships. We will continue to work as 

best we can during this coronavirus pan-

demic. If you are able, please help support 

missionaries and faith communities in re-

mote areas that have no access to 

healthcare and are unable to wash their 

hands due to the lack of fresh running water. This virus will hit 

those that are vulnerable the hardest.   We pray for them and 

all of us who are suffering through loss, loneliness and uncer-

tainty.   If you can support the work of Missio, follow this link - 

www.missio.org.uk/  Please also remember to continue 

supporting Missio through your regular donations to 

your red mission boxes. 

 

Mary’s Meals 

£15.90 provides school meals and feeds a child for a whole 

school year.  Mary’s Meals continues to provide 

Meals during the struggles of the coronavirus.  

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, has recorded a 

message of hope for priests, ministers and 

church leaders to share during lockdown.  

Filmed outside the shed in Argyll where Mary’s  

Meals began, Magnus calls for people to stay 

faithful to its mission to feed hungry children living in some of 

the world’s poorest countries. Visit www.marysmeals.org.uk for 

more information. 

 

Diocesan Justice and Peace Project 

The Newcastle based Diocesan Justice and Peace Project is 

appealing for financial help.  Cheques can be made  payable to 

“DHN, Destitute Asylum Fund” and sent to: John Dowling, 

Asylum Seekers’ Manager, Our Lady of Lourdes Centre, 2 Sum-

merhill Grove, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 6EE.  Many Thanks. 

 

 

Appeals 
We include below some of the appeals that have come into us recently 

 

Sick and Retired Priests Collection 

If you wish to make a donation to the Annual Collection for the 

Sick and Retired Priests of the Diocese, you can send your do-

nation to Father Ian Jackson at St Joseph’s Presbytery, Coast 

Road, Blackhall, Hartlepool, TS27 4HW, with cheques made 

payable to “Northern Brethren Fund”. 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal 

The Little Sisters of the Poor have an emergency appeal at the 

moment to support them financially 

at this time for PPE for Staff and 

Sisters.  If you wish to help, you can 

d o n a t e  o n l i n e  a t  

www.littlesistersofthepoor.co.uk/

donate-here/ 

 

CAFOD Appeal 

Acknowledging the difficult times we face in our own country 

during this Pandemic, CAFOD are also very 

aware of the difficulties those in the global 

south are also facing at this time, and per-

haps in greater need than many of us.  A 

written Appeal from the Director is availa-

ble on our website or visit CAFOD’s website … cafod.org.uk  

 

The Matthew Project 

The Matthew Project in Bedlington is grateful to the response 

to the recent request for donations.  The Project is currently 

running short of the following, to include in their foodbank de-

liveries.  If you are able to donate any of these items please 

drop them off at the church (the Coffin Chapel) opposite the 

Tesco carpark on any Friday between 10.30am and Noon.  Bars 

of soap, tins of the following:  Baked Beans, Carrots, Custard, 

Fruit.  The Matthew Project thanks you for your support. 

 

Wansbeck Valley Foodbank  

The Wansbeck Valley Food Bank are still distributing food par-

cels to those in need in our local area.  As our church is closed 

we are unable to ask you to leave items there, but when doing 

your shopping, and if you are able, donations can be left in the 

special marked trolleys at the checkouts of local supermarkets. 

 

Aid to the Church in Need 

At the instigation of Pope Pius XII, the international organisa-

tion Aid to the Church in Need was founded by the Norbertine 

priest Father Werenfried van Straaten in 1947, when, that 

Christmas, he wrote an open letter, ‘No room at the inn’ high-

lighting the appalling situation facing post-war refugees.  The 

secretariat of Aid to the Church in Need International (also 

known as Kirche in Not/Ostpriesterhilfe) is based in Königstein, 

Germany, where annually over 5,000 projects throughout the 

world are coordinated and information material produced.    

The foundation of all our activities is Christian faith and love.   

This includes our fidelity to the Holy Father and adherence to 

the Magisterium of the Roman Catholic Church.  In the fulfil-

ment of this task Our Lady of Fatima is our Model, Mother, 

Advocate and Sign of Hope.  Perhaps you can consider helping 

ACN in their mission … https://acnuk.org 
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