
Four wise men and women were blindfolded and 

taken to a room in which there was an elephant. 

They were placed at four different parts of the ani-

mal and told to feel it and see if they could identify 

what it was.  The first took hold of its trunk and 

decided that it was a very fat wriggling snake. The 

second felt the ear flapping about and said that it 

was a giant leaf wafting in the wind. The third, who 

felt the elephant's leg, decided that they were deal-

ing with an enormous tree-trunk. The fourth one 

explored the tail and came to the conclusion that it 

was some sort of thick shrub. Only when the ele-

phant trumpeted out a deafening roar was the mys-

tery finally solved. 

 

When we try to talk about the Trinity we are just like those four blindfolded people. We can give our impres-

sions, but God is so much greater than we can imagine. We end up saying things which are true but wildly in-

complete.   

 

To speak about Father, Son and Spirit is fine, but it's simply using terms that we humans are 

familiar with. To say that Jesus is Son of the Father is correct, but only because our limited 

minds cannot cope with the full reality of the network of relations that exist between the 

persons of God.  In the Trinity we have one God. We have the God who is the principle of 

all life, who created all that lives and breathes. We also have the God who has taken on our 

human nature and has shown us how to live in such a way that we can enjoy life to the full. 

And we have the God who is present today in our world, encouraging, sustaining, and mak-

ing us holy. 

 

But it is still a mystery, because God is much bigger than any scheme we can produce.  God acts in ways that we 

cannot begin to tabulate and predict.  Once we think that we have got the hang of the Trinity, then we have 

made it too small.   If we are not just to end up with God's trunk, ear, leg and tail, then we must listen for the 

deafening trumpet blast which is God breaking into our daily lives.  We learn most about the nature of God from 

listening to scripture, from sharing our common story of faith handed down from one generation to the next. 

We see God in the faces of our brothers and sisters, and we celebrate God in our sacraments.  But even with all 

of this, God still remains a mystery. 
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Please pray for: A Deeper Understanding 

between Christians and Jews; Those who 
suffer Persecution, Oppression, and Denial 

of Human Rights; Europe; Human Life; Sea-
farers.  Please pray for family members, pa-

rishioners, those we know who are unwell, 
for those in hospital, recovering from or 

awaiting surgery, all suffering from COVID-
19; for all who have died recently; and for all 

whose anniversaries occur at this time.    
 

Websites and Facebook Pages 
Our Parish Websites and Facebook pages are 

updated regularly, and the Parish Newsletter is 
available on our website each week.  Please 

remember also that the diocesan website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk and the Bishops’ Confer-
ence website www.cbcew.org.uk contain 

many useful links that may be helpful to you at this time. 
 

Praying together in a time of need 
If you can offer some time at prayer, each evening at 6pm, 

then you will be joining together spiritually with other mem-
bers of the parish community.  You can use this time for 

quiet prayer, joining in an 
online Mass, or you can pray 

the Rosary, the Stations of 
the Cross, the Stations of the 

Resurrection, the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, or Evening 

Prayer of the Church ….. it actually doesn't matter what we 
do, as long as we’re doing something at the same time as 

one another and joining together in prayer, especially as we 
are unable to join together in church at this time. 

Diocesan Day of Scripture Online 

If you have access to the internet you are invit-
ed to join a Day of Scripture, as part of the 

2020 “Year of the Word” celebrations.  It be-
gins at 10am on 19th June and ends with 

“Imaginative Contemplation” at 7pm.  More 
information / full daily programme is on the 

diocesan website. 
 

Your Church Offering—THANK YOU 
Many thanks to everyone who is making regular payments, 

either by dropping off envelopes at the Presbytery or by 
Standing Order.  Recent Standing Orders received at St 

Robert’s for the month of May 2020 have come to 
£2,982.92.   
 

These are difficult times for many people, and I am very 
grateful to all those who are continuing to make regular of-
ferings.  If you wish to set up a Standing Order, Mandates 

are available on our websites.  Alternatively, if you wish to 
make a donation by BACS directly from your own bank ac-

count, please use these details … 
 

Morpeth 
 Sort Code  40-34-18 

 Name of Account “DHN Morpeth  
    St Robert of Newminster” 

 Account Number 32010755 
 

Bedlington 
 Sort Code  40-34-18 

 Name of Account “DHN Bedlington St Bede” 
 Account Number  81163620      

 

Masses and Intentions this week 

Saturday 6th June St Norbert Carol & Terry Macy  

Sunday 7th June  The Most Holy Trinity People of the Parish  

Monday 8th June St William of York George Hammill  

Tuesday 9th June St Columba Garry Kennedy  

Wednesday 10th June Weekday  George & Marie Hedley  

Thursday 11th June St Barnabas Special intention (AS)  

Friday 12th June Weekday Andrew Shackleton 

Saturday 13th June St Anthony of Padua Jerome Thompson  

Sunday 14th June  The Body and Blood of Christ  People of the Parish 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for June 2020 

The Way of the Heart: We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life,  

allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus  



First Holy Communion Celebrations 

We should have celebrated the First Holy 
Communion of our young people in St Roberts 

Church yesterday [Saturday 6th June] and at St 
Bede’s Church on Saturday 13th June.  It is 

very disappointing that we are not able to cele-
brate these wonderful celebrations at the mo-

ment, celebrations that enable our young people to welcome 
the Lord Jesus into their lives in Holy Communion in a very 

special way.  Please pray for these young people and pray for 
the day when we can celebrate this great occasion.  Hopeful-

ly this will be one of the first things we can arrange once we 
are able to come back to church.  

We hope that our young people 
have continued working on their “I 

Belong” books at home and are 
continuing their preparation. 

 

Reopening our churches for prayer 
While we are still a very long way from reopening our 

churches for Mass, we have received further information 
from Bishop Robert this week about how the Diocese will 

begin to reopen Churches when the Government gives it 
permission.  Bishop Robert says …  

“I emailed you last week mentioning that we were looking to have 
‘pilot churches’ in the diocese that would be ready to be open for 

private prayer when the Government restrictions are lifted. 
The plan is that the five churches listed below, one from each 

Vicariate, would open as soon as is practicable, following all nec-
essary risk assessment and health and safety considera-

tions.  Then, hopefully, after a short trial period others would fol-
low.  

 St Aidan’s, Ashington 

 St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle 

 St Patrick’s, Consett 

 St Mary’s, Sunderland 

 St Joseph’s, Hartlepool 
I would like to thank the Parish Priests of the five churches for 

their generous cooperation in preparing their churches for safe 
opening.”  

In the meantime all other churches remain closed until fur-
ther notice and until further information is given to us. 

 
Keeping us updated with your contact information 

The last Parish database at St Bede’s Parish was put together 
in 2001 and the most recent census at St 

Robert’s was in 2011.  Now that we are 
in 2020, it is obvious that in some cases 
the contact information we hold for you 

might be out of date.  If you have moved 
house, changed telephone number, got an 

email address since these databases were 
compiled, please let us know.  Use parish email addresses to 

update your information. 
 

Newsletter by Email 
Several people receive this news-

letter on a Friday evening via 
email.  If you would like to go 

onto our mailing list for the 
weekly Newsletter, as we are not 

printing paper copies, please send your email address to Fr 
Peter at St Robert’s and you will be added and the Newslet-

ter will be emailed each weekend. 
 

Masses for the Sick and those who care for them 

On Thursday evenings the following Masses will be celebrat-
ed at 7pm on the named online channels and offered for 

those who are affected by the Covid-19 Coronavirus - the 
sick and their families, NHS workers and all other keywork-

ers.   

 11th June, Bishop Patrick McKinney, St Barnabas Ca-
thedral, Nottingham on churchservices.tv 

 18th June, Archbishop Bernard Longley, St Chad’s 

Cathedral, Birmingham on MCN Media 

 25th June, Bishop Alan Hopes, Cathedral of St John 
the Baptist, Norwich on YouTube Channel 

 2nd July, Archbishop John Wilson, St George’s Cathe-
dral, Southwark, YouTube Channel 

 9th July, Bishop Tom Williams, Metropolitan Cathe-

dral of Christ the King, Liverpool, YouTube Channel 
 

Streaming Masses from the Diocese 
St Charles Church, Gosforth is now streaming Mass on 

churchservices.tv; St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle, Holy 
Name at Jesmond, St Patrick’s at Consett, Our Lady Immac-

ulate and St Cuthbert Church at Crook, St Eliza-
beth’s Church at Minsteracres, St Mary’s Sunder-

land and St Mary’s Hexham are all streaming on 
YouTube Channels.  There are also several 

Masses streamed on Facebook, details of which can be found 
on the diocesan website.  The “churchservices.tv” site and 

“mcnmedia.tv” site both host many churches in Ireland and 
the UK for the broadcast of Mass.  

 

Prayer to Our Lady Health of the Sick 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope.  We entrust ourselves to 

you, Health of the Sick.  At the foot of the Cross 
you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast 

faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, know 
what we need.  We are certain that you will pro-

vide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy 
and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  Help us, 

Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s 
will and to do what Jesus tells us:  He who took our suffer-
ings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, 

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 

God.  Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the 
test –  and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin. 
 

Prayers for the Pandemic 
For those who miss going to church 

God of the last supper, 
who knew real presence: 

 a beloved one reclining into you,  
 holding dusty feet as you poured water over them, 

 the tug at the hem of your garment, 
touch us now,  

unable to receive your risen body in church,  
Unable to gather as your body; 

touch us with your word, 
 handed on from your mouth, from memory, 

 written down, broken and shared over centuries 
 from the pulpit, the kitchen table;  

touch us with the glimpses we can see of spring, 
of our vulnerable brothers and sisters, 
of your presence within.                             Raymond Friel 



An Act of Spiritual Communion 

When we are unable to receive Holy Communion, it has 
long been the catholic tradition to make an Act of Spiritual 

Communion.  St. Thomas Aquinas defined a Spiritual Com-
munion as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most 

Holy Sacrament [in Communion] and lovingly embracing 
Him as if we had actually received Him.” One composed by 

St Alphonsus Ligouri in 1870 is .. 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into 

my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment re-
ceive You sacramentally, come at least spir-

itually into my heart. I embrace You as if 
You were already there and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 

An Act of Perfect Contrition 
It is difficult not being able to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation at this time and go to Confession.  The Cath-
olic Church provides an Act of Perfect Contrition [Catholic 

Catechism §1452] for these times.  Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
recently spoke these words,  “What the Church teaches us, 

is that God in His mercy, forgives our sins when we are tru-
ly sorry for them. And when we turn to Him and express 

our sorrow in an Act of Contrition, it's called an Act of Per-
fect Contrition when its focus is on the mercy and the love 

of God rather than on the burden of our guilt.  So to make 
an act of Perfect Contrition, we simply need to turn to God 

and be, as it were, overwhelmed by God's mercy, and then 
express in our own words or in the words 

of the traditional Act of Contrition, the 
sorrow we feel for our offences against 
the goodness of God.   When we do that 

in all sincerity of heart, we may rest as-
sured that God forgives our sins and that 

we come away from that Act of Perfect 
Contrition freed from those sins  And, as I say, the only 

thing we have to remember is, when it is possible to make a 
Confession again, that we mention the grievous sins which 

were forgiven by this Perfect Act of Contrition.”   
 

Northumberland Listening Service 
If you are struggling with “lockdown”, “shielding”, “self-

isolation” or any other issue and need to talk to someone?  
If there is something bothering you and you need to talk, 

please remember that we have the Northumberland Listen-
ing Service set up by parishes in this area of Northumber-

land several years ago.  The number is “Northumberland 
Listening Service”   07732 980740. 
 

Northumbria Healthcare Trust 
Do you know of anyone who might join the newly created 

PPE Manufacturing Team in Cramlington?  Northumbria 
Healthcare Trust have an urgent re-

quirement for experienced sewing 
machinists to join their team as bank 

staff.  They will be joining a newly cre-
ated team of skilled bank machinists 

to manufacture PPE for the frontline 
staff in the Trust.  These are immediate and urgent vacan-

cies. If you know anyone who might be able to help please 
ask them to get in touch.  The job reference is 319-24201 

42TL.  More details on the Trust website. 

If you need support ….. 

Northumberland Communities Together: 01670 620015 is 
the County Council’s Covid-19 support hub that can get 

food or supplies out to anyone in need via community volun-
teers.  That is for anyone in Northumberland, no matter 

how big or small their need.  If you are struggling with man-
aging at home and need support for basic things like food, 

and have been unable to get help from family, friends or lo-
cal community groups, the council has set up a Community 

Response Hub as part of “Northumberland Communities 
Together”.    

 If you need immediate assistance, you or someone you 

know should email - northumberlandcommunitiestogeth-
er@northumberland.gov.uk   or telephone 01670 620015 

between 9am to 6pm, seven days a week. 

 If you are worried about the immediate welfare (health 

or well-being) of a child or adult contact Onecall - 01670 
536400 - 24 hour service, 365 days a year. 

 If you have a medical condition which makes you ex-

tremely vulnerable to coronavirus (COVID-19), you may 
be eligible for shielding support. Shielding is a measure to 

protect people who are clinically extremely vulnerable by 
reducing interaction with others.   Full information is 

available on  ….. www.northumberland.gov.uk/
coronavirus/Shielding.aspx 

 
Appeal for the Diocesan Justice and Peace Group 

In normal times many parishioners have been very generous 
in donating food to the refugee project based at the Deaf 

Centre in Newcastle.  Unfortunately the project has had to 
close temporarily because of the nature of the premises and 
the difficulty of social distancing.  However, the destitute 

clients are now getting a digital voucher on their phone 
which they can spend at Tesco or Asda.  This new system is 

expensive for the charity as each client receives £30 a 
month.  If you are in a position to help, it would be much 

appreciated if you could support the charity.  Bank transfers 
can be sent to HSBC DHN Destitute Asylum Fund, Sort 

Code 40-34-18, Account No 52854058.  Cheques made pay-
able to “DHN Destitute Asylum Fund “ and sent to Jus-

tice and Peace refugee project c/o Fr. Adrian Tuckwell, St 
Anne’s Presbytery, Half Fields Road, Winlaton, NE21 5RW. 

 
European Union Citizens  

All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required 
by the government to apply through its Settlement Scheme 

to continue living, working and accessing services here. The 
deadline for applications is 30 June 2021. Details and links to 

the application process can be found at: gov.uk/
eusettledstatus.   Please bring this to the attention of friends, 
relatives and fellow parishioners who may need to apply. 

Assistance for those who may have difficulty applying is avail-
able at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlement-scheme.  The Catholic 

Church in England and Wales stands in solidarity with all 
European citizens who have made their homes here.  They 

are a valued part of our parishes, schools and communities.  
 

 


