
It’s strange but true, that we tend to live up to other people’s expectations.  If some-

one expects very little of us, then it is likely that we will end up achieving next to 

nothing.  Living up to high expectations can feel daunting, but the surprising thing 

about great expectations, is that very often they have the power to transform us. Liv-

ing up to great expectations can make us into better people. 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus meets Andrew’s brother Simon.  He looks at him and says, “You 

are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas, meaning Rock.”  The new name 

must have filled Peter’s friends with astonishment.  “A rock” Peter certainly wasn’t. Pe-

ter we know was a bit of a hot head. He 

was impulsive, rash, sometimes misguided 

and often passionate.  To describe him as a 

‘rock’ was surely inappropriate.  Yet slowly 

and surely, Peter starts to live up to Jesus’ 

expectations, and slowly but surely, Peter 

changes from a hot headed fisherman, into a 

steadfast leader of the Church.  As we see 

so often in the Bible, Jesus’ expectations 

have the power to transform. 

 

By comparison, we seem to live our lives with fairly banal expectations.  Our greatest 

ambition, as we wake each morning might be to clear our ‘in tray’ at work, or take the 

car to the car wash.  Are we missing something?  Is God calling us to greater things 

and we simply aren’t listening?  For each of us God has a job to do.  Of each of us 

God has great expectations.  Surely amongst our resolutions for 2021, we must plan 

how to answer God’s call. 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to 

pray for: Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word 

of God; Christian Unity; The Sick and Those who 

Care for Them; Victims of Trafficking and Those 

who Work to Combat it; Racial Justice; The Un-

employed.  Please pray for family members, pa-

rishioners, those we know who are unwell; for 

those in hospital, recovering from or awaiting 

surgery and at tis difficult time of Pandemic we 

pray for all suffering from COVID-19.  We pray for all who have 

died recently; including Maggie [Peg] Allsopp [Morpeth] whose 

Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Thursday at St Robert’s 

Church; for Father David Milburn whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated on Friday at the Cathedral; for all who have died recently 

and those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Collections, Standing Orders and BACS Payments 

Many thanks to all who are regularly contributing to our collections 

once again.  You can place your offering in the 

baskets at the back of Church at Mass; you can 

drop your Offertory Envelopes at the Presby-

tery or make an online BACS donation or set 

up a Standing Order for a regular payment. 

Please contact the Parish Office at Morpeth for 

more details.  Also many thanks to those who continue their regular 

Standing Orders. Collections at St Robert's Church up to 10th Janu-

ary is £1,056.17.  Thank you. 

Peace Sunday 

Today, Sunday 17th January,  we mark Peace Sunday and Pope Fran-

cis asks us to think about ‘A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’.  

“How many resources,” he says, “are spent on weaponry, especially 

nuclear weapons, that could be used for more significant priori-

ties such as ensuring the safety of individuals, the promotion of 

peace and integral human development, the fight against poverty, 

and the provision of health care.”  Pope Francis calls on us to “strive 

daily, in concrete and practical ways, to form a community com-

posed of brothers and sisters who 

accept and care for one another.”  

In this country we have an active 

Catholic peace movement in Pax 

Christi.  Their website suggests 

many ways we can all promote 

peace in our daily lives.   There are 

activities for families to do at home, 

including a 15-minute peace liturgy 

for young children.  https://

paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-

2021/   Pax Christi needs our sup-

port to keep going.  If you’d like to 

make a donation, small or large, here is the link: https://tinyurl.com/

yxfcw67x   Cheques payable to: Pax Christi, St Joseph’s, Watford 

Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY Tel: 0208 203 4884 

 

Our Schools 

While the majority of parents are asked to keep their children at 

home if at all possible, and to “home-school”, our schools are open 

for keyworker children and children who are in vulnerable situa-

tions.  Our School staff are working very hard to look after the chil-

dren who are in during the week.  It has been and continues to be a 

very difficult time for all our school leaders and all staff and thank 

and congratulate them on what they have done so far during this 

pandemic and we keep them all in our prayers at this time. 

 

Closure of our churches 

The decision to close our two churches last weekend was one of 

the most difficult decisions I have ever had to make, but I hope you 

all understand the reasons why it was taken.  All government mes-

sages in recent weeks have been telling us to stay at home, and doc-

tors and scientists are now saying that everyone of us should “act as 

if we have covid” and stay at home, avoiding, wherever possible, 

anyone not in our own household or support bubble.  It was very 

difficult to actually do that when we were still coming out to come  

Church, even though the government was allowing places of worship 

to stay open.  Many more priests across our diocese have taken the 

same decision to close churches with the clear intention of following 

government guidance, keeping everyone safe and protecting the 

NHS and our hospitals which are at a very critical stage.  I have said 

many times recently that there is light at the end of the tunnel with 

the many vaccinations taking place, but for the moment we just need 

to stay at home.  Let us remember in our prayers the staff and medi-

cal teams in our local surgeries and hospitals, pray for all scientists 

and biologists studying the virus, and working to prepare the  vac-

cines to keep us safe.  We keep everyone in our parish communities 

in our prayers at this very uncertain time.  Stay Safe everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Protection during the Covid-19 Pandemic  

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey  

as a sign of salvation and hope.  

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,  

with steadfast faith.  

You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.  

We are certain that you will provide, so that,  

as you did at Cana of Galilee,  

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.  

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will  

and to do what Jesus tells us:  

He who took our sufferings upon Himself,  

and bore our sorrows to bring us,  

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.  

We seek refuge under your protection,  

O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas  

we who are put to the test and deliver us from every danger,  

O glorious and blessed Virgin.  Amen. (Pope Francis)  

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the 

Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Pe-

ter at St Robert’s and you will be added and it will be 

emailed each weekend.  A limited number of paper 

copies are available in both churches, which can be 

picked up if you come to church. 

IMPORTANT NOTE … Help with Financial Matters 

Fr Peter is seeking help at St Bede’s Parish with two things -  

1. The Parish Accounts  … someone who can prepare a 

monthly  Report for the Parish Finance Committee and an An-

nual Report for the Diocesan Finance Office. 

2. The Gift Aid Scheme.  We need someone who would be 

willing to take on the preparing of the Parish Collection Enve-

lopes and Boxes; the auditing of all donations that are received 

through the Gift Aid Scheme and of liaising with the Diocesan 

Gift Aid Office on these matters and preparing reports. 

These two roles are needed fairly urgently, so if anyone can 

help, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible, or have a 

word, if vaguely interested to find out what is involved!! 



Going into Hospital 

If you are admitted into Hospital, it is important to remind ward 

staff of your religion, so that the chaplains can pick this up before 

they start their visits.  More and more often, the catholic chaplains 

are coming upon catholic patients whose religion is not recorded 

and there is a possibility you might not be visited by the chaplain, 

because they don’t know you’re there.  Please remember to make 

sure your religion is recorded when admitted. 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2021 

Fr Peter is organising a 10-Day Pilgrimage to the Holy Land from  

12th - 22nd October 2021.  The flights are from Newcastle via 

Heathrow to Tel Aviv with British Airways (all 

at decent times as well).  We will stay for 3 

nights in Bethlehem at The Manger Square Ho-

tel; 3 nights in Tiberias on the shore of the Sea 

of Galilee  at the Golan Hotel; and then 4 nights 

in Jerusalem either Hotel Gloria or Knights 

Palace Hotel [tbc].  Hotels have websites where 

you can see what they’re like.  The cost is 

£1,827 per person, but Insurance and Single Supplement are extra.   

So far we have 29 people travelling but there are still places still 

available.  Further information and Booking Forms are now availa-

ble from Fr Peter. 

 

The Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of The Northern Catholic Calendar are now available.  This 

is the handbook for our diocese and lists all churches, parishes, 

priests, religious houses and associations in the diocese.  If you 

wish to buy a copy they are £3 each and can be collected at the 

Parish Office at St Robert’s on Tuesday and Thursday mornings / at 

St Bede’s after Mass  [Please try to have the correct payment of £3] 

 

SVP  Donations 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul are unable to hold 

their normal church door collections at the mo-

ment because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Since 

last March they have relied solely on donations.  If 

you can help please place an offering in an envelope 

and drop it off at Mass or at the Presbytery for the 

SVP. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

The Wednesday Word website contains 

reflections on the forthcoming Sunday 

readings for both adults and children and 

can be accessed at wednesdayword.org  

Using this website can be a good way to 

prepare for Sunday Mass and reflect on the readings. 

 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Marys Meals is delighted to an-

nounce that the UK Government 

has pledged to double any donation 

made to Mary’s Meals before 31st 

January 2021, up to £2m.  So if you 

make a donation anytime before the 

end of January, your donation will be 

doubled.  You can read more about this on Marys Meals’ website 

www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove #UKAidMatch  

 

Confirmation Catechists Online Survey 

The Diocesan Department of Faith and Mission is inviting all parish-

ioners involved with Confirmation preparation to take part in a 

survey.  Please contact Fr Peter for the link to take part in this 

survey 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

The Diocesan Department for Faith and Mission is once again invit-

ing Children's Liturgy of the Word Leaders to join a network of 

CLOW leaders from across the Diocese to share thoughts and 

ideas. To register your interest, email admin-

faith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.   Its helpful if you decide to do this 

to let Fr Peter know as well, just so he knows what's happening! 

 

Called and Gifted Programme 

If you are wondering how you are to fulfil the mission God has for 

you, or navigate a life transition, you might find that this  discern-

ment programme helps you decide what turn to take next.  If you 

are ready to discern your gifts, a new programme starts on 

Wednesday 24th February.  To apply for your place on the pro-

gramme, email adminfaith.mission@dioceshn.org.uk.  The booking 

deadline is Friday 19th February.  You can also visit the St Cathe-

rine of Siena Institute in Colorado Springs online [ https://siena.org/

charisms-faq ] for more information.  

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

18th - 25th January marks the annual Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity.  We continue to pray for all the other members of the 

Christian Churches in our local communities in Morpeth and Bel-

ington and surrounding districts. 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

The Northumberland Listening Service has been running for sever-

al years, set up by the local catholic parishes in Northumberland, 

and has helped many people during that time.  If there is something 

troubling you, if you feel affected by the difficulties around us with 

coronavirus, or trying to “get back to normal” or if there is any 

other issue troubling you that you need to talk to someone about, 

the number is “Northumberland Listening Service”  07732 

980740. 

 

Universe and Catholic Times Readers 

At the moment you are unable to collect your paper at Mass, but 

you can get it delivered direct to your home every week, POST 

FREE.  Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 

0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.   SPECIAL OFFER for 

3 MONTHS :-£25.00; SPECIAL OFFER for 12 Months:-£99.00; OR 

DIGITAL COPY for 12 Months: £55.00 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Just as we were getting back to some normality as far as Confes-

sion is concerned, it is now difficult to have Confessions once 

again.  Unfortunately there can be no Confessions at this time, but 

if anyone needs to speak to a priest about an issue that is urgent or 

bothering, please ring and have a chat  and we will take it from 

there to see what we can do to help those in spiritual need.  At all 

times, Fr Peter is available to talk to those who need to talk! 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2021 

Human Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship  

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 16th January 
Weekday after Epiphany 

Mass: Alice & James Devlin  

Sunday 17th January  

2nd Sunday Year B 
Mass: People of the Parish 

Monday 18th January 
[Lectionary Year 1, Week 2] 

Mass: Father James Doherty & Dcd of the Doherty & Devitt families 

Tuesday 19th January 
St Wulstan 

Mass: Father Michael Horrax 

Wednesday 20th January 
St Fabian / St Sebastian 

Mass: Private Intention  

Thursday 21st January  
St Agnes 

11.00am Requiem Mass: Maggie [Peg] Allsopp  [Private Funeral] 

Friday 22nd January 
St Vincent, Deacon 

Mass: Margo Dewar (AB)  

Saturday 23rd January  
Weekday  

Mass:  Margo Dewar (DD)  

Sunday 24th January 

3rd Sunday Year B 
Mass: People of the Parish 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Supporting Asylum Seekers in our local community 

Asylum Seekers in the Ashington area are supported through the 

charity ‘Northumberland County of Sanctuary’.  At this time of year 

they particularly need shoes for the children but cannot afford to 

buy them.  County of Sanctuary tries to help people in as many 

ways as possible - be it language learning, bikes to be able to get 

around cheaply and children’s shoes so that they are able to go to 

school and access good education.  Donations can be made to their 

bank account: Account Name “Northumberland County of Sanctu-

ary”, Account No. 77748368, Sort Code: 30-65-22.  Their Charity 

No is 1185663hb.  Alternatively cheques can be sent to the treas-

urer:  Peter Edge, 2 Hobberlaw Farm Cottages, Rugley Rd, Alnwick, 

NE66 2AQ.  Please contact Maura ( 01670 516452) or Gerry 

( 01670 517829) for more information.  Thank you for any sup-

port you can give. 

Diocesan Refugee Project 

The Refugee Project which has just been making financial donations 

to refugees since March, is finally re-opening.  It will now be sited at 

the SVP headquarters at Blackfriars, Newcastle.  Donations of food 

would be gratefully accepted, as well as toiletries.  There have been 

some changes in the food requested.  Please donate tinned fish, 

tinned tomatoes, sugar, rice, biscuits, tinned chickpeas.  

Please DO NOT donate tins of meat or baked beans.  As we 

are unable to store goods in Church at the moment, we have a tem-

porary measure … delivering the food to the home of Donald Marr, 

who is the parish representative for the project.  Donald’s address is 

3 Cottingvale in Morpeth (at the top of Cottingwood Lane).  If you are 

able to make donations of any of the above items, please phone 

Donald on  01670 505573, before delivery, to arrange a time to 

drop off items. Thankyou. 

SPUC: Respond to Department of Health consultation to stop home abortions!  

We are unable to hold the Annual White Flower Appeal at this time because of COVID-19, but we can help SPUC with their work.  The 

Department of Health is holding a public consultation on whether to continue the practice of allowing abortion providers to send abortion 

pills to women so that they can perform their own abortion at home.   SPUC need as many pro-life people as possible to complete the De-

partment of Health’s questionnaire in order to help stop dangerous DIY abortions becoming permanent.  SPUC has prepared a briefing 

which gives a step by step guide to completing the consultation questionnaire. Please go to https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/

Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation The consultation ends on 26 February 2021. 

https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation

