
“Wanted:- Men and women willing to leave behind their old way of life and become fishers men.” 

There aren’t many of us who would jump at this job application.  It isn’t that we don’t want to 

become fishers of men, its leaving behind our old way of life that we’re not too keen on.  It 

seems that there is very little that would persuade us to abandon our own self-interest. 

 

In today's gospel one of the most impressive elements is that the early disciples accept the call 

to repent, abandon their fishing nets and follow Jesus.  That they turn away from a successful 

business in order to become 'fishers of men' is a measure of their commitment. 

 

Today there are still those who accept the challenge to abandon everything and become fishers 

of men.  Each year, thousands of men and women give their lives to God and join religious or-

ders or the sacred priesthood.  How do the 

rest of us answer to call to become 'fishers of 

men'?  We can't all join religious orders; we 

have to find a way of answering the call in our 

own situation, and we might have lots of ques-

tions to ask first.  What would being a disciple 

involve? Would we be up to the job?  What 

would we have to leave behind? What would 

we have to give up?  Would part time disciple-

ship be okay … after all we’ve got lots else to 

do!  

 

There would be lots of questions we would ask, but sadly no easy answers.  There is no one an-

swer that is right for everybody.  But the one important message for us today is that discipleship 

usually means a major shift in direction; a change that involves leaving behind things that get in 

the way of our relationship with God.  It is left to each of us to decide what our particular mode 

of discipleship might be, and what stands in the path of our new direction.  Our new direction 

has to start with some good hard soul searching, and a real desire to do something more im-

portant with our lives. 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to pray 

for: Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word of God; 

Christian Unity; The Sick and Those who Care for 

Them; Victims of Trafficking and Those who Work to 

Combat it; Racial Justice; The Unemployed.  Please pray 

for family members, parishioners, those we know who 

are unwell; for those in hospital, recovering from or 

awaiting surgery and at tis difficult time of Pandemic we 

pray for all suffering from COVID-19.  We pray for all who have died 

recently; including Maria Osinska [Morpeth] whose has died; and for 

all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Collections, Standing Orders and BACS Payments 

Many thanks to all who are regularly contributing to our collections 

once again.  You can place your offering in the baskets 

at the back of Church at Mass; you can drop your Of-

fertory Envelopes at the Presbytery or make an online 

BACS donation or set up a Standing Order for a regu-

lar payment. Please contact the Parish Office at 

Morpeth for more details.  Also many thanks to 
those who continue their regular Standing Orders. Collections at St 

Robert's Church up to 10th January is £1,056.17.  Thank you. 

Bank Details for BACS or new Standing Orders: 
 

Morpeth 

Sort Code  40-34-18      

Name of Account “DHN Morpeth St Robert of Newminster” 

Account Number 32010755 
 

Bedlington 

Sort Code  40-34-18 

Name of Account “DHN Bedlington St Bede” 

Account Number  81163620 

 

Legacy Donation 

We were very fortunate to receive a donation recently of £500 from 

the will of Mr Piotr Sulek.  We ask you to pray for Piotr who died re-

cently and we thank his family for arranging this donation.  Can you 

remember your parish in your will?     It is a great help to the running of 

our parishes when we receive a legacy donation. 

 

Sunday of the Word of God: 3rd Sunday of the Year 

Today we are asked to think about how the word of God affects our 

daily lives.  Pope Francis is encouraging us to devote 

this day to the “Word of God” so that we can 

‘experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for 

us the treasury of his word and enables us to pro-
claim its unfathomable riches before the 

world.’ (Aperuit illis.)  The year just past was desig-

nated the “Year of the God Who Speaks to us in Scripture”.  Sadly, 

most of the activities planned for 2020 had to be postponed, but the 

Pope’s call to mine the rich depths of the Bible encourages us to contin-

ue to do what we can.  If you go to www.godwhospeaks.uk  you will 

find some resources and suggestions.   The above link also gives access 

to a journey through the whole Bible in a seven week 

course.   It will be led by David McLoughlin, Emeritus 

Fellow of Christian Theology at Newman University, 

Birmingham.  In our diocese over fifty people have been 

taking part in ‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’, an 

online course which is continuing following a break over 

Christmas.  Fr Sean Hall has posted two talks on St 

Mark’s Gospel (about 12 minutes each) on the God who Speaks page of 

our diocesan website.  As we begin the year of Mark these will assist 

people to listen to the Sunday Gospel with greater insight. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Just as we were getting back to some normality as far as Confession is 

concerned, it is now difficult to have Con-

fessions once again.  Unfortunately there 

can be no Confessions at this time, but if 

anyone needs to speak to a priest about 

an issue that is urgent or bothering, please 

ring and have a chat and we will take it 

from there to see what we can do to help 

those in spiritual need.  At all times, Fr Peter is available to talk to those 

who need to talk! 

Please Stay Safe 

As the COVID-19 Coronavirus becomes more transmissible we are still 

hearing of more and more people who are becoming ill with it.  And it is 

more often someone we know, and closer to home!  Let us pray for all 

we know and the many others who have become ill in recent weeks 

with the coronavirus and let us pray for their speedy recovery.  It re-

mains clear to me that we should keep our churches closed for the time 

being, to protect everyone who would normally come to church as well 

as our volunteer stewards and cleaners and our priests; and also to 

prevent anyone who may be ‘asymptomatic’ from spreading the virus   

According to the data available on the interactive map on data.gov.uk at 

the time of writing this newsletter, all wards / postcode areas covered 

by our parishes boundaries, we are below the UK average for the num-

ber of covid-19 cases, but the Northumberland County Council dash-

board still reminds us that there were 841 people who tested positive in 

the last 7 days in the county and that there are 262.6 cases per 100,000 

people.  So we’re not quite there yet!  Let us remember in our prayers 

the staff and medical teams in our local surgeries and hospitals, pray for 

all scientists and biologists studying the virus, and working to prepare 

the vaccines to keep us safe.  We keep everyone in our parish commu-
nities in our prayers at this very uncertain time.  Stay Safe everyone.  

May this prayer of St Teresa of Avila help us at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Schools 

While the majority of parents are asked to keep their children at home 

if at all possible, and to “home-school”, our schools are open for key-

worker children and children who are in vulnerable situations.  Our 

School staff are working very hard to look after the children who are in 

during the week.  It has been and continues to be a very difficult and 

challenging time for all our school leaders and all staff and so we thank 

and congratulate them on what they have done so far during this pan-

demic and we keep them all in our prayers at this time. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the Newsletter please 

send your email address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will be added 

and it will be emailed each weekend.  A limited number of paper copies 

are available in both churches, which can be picked up if you come to 

church. 

 

Going into Hospital 

If you are admitted into Hospital, it is important to remind ward staff of 

your religion, so that the chaplains can pick this up before they start 

their visits.  More and more often, the catholic chaplains are coming 

upon catholic patients whose religion is not recorded and there is a 

possibility you might not be visited by the chaplain, because they don’t 

know you’re there.  Please remember to make sure your religion is 

recorded when admitted. 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2021 
Would you be interested in going on a 10-Day Pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land from  12th - 22nd October 2021.  The flights are from Newcastle via 

Heathrow to Tel Aviv with British Airways (all at 

decent times as well!!)  We will stay for 3 nights 

in Bethlehem at The Manger Square Hotel; 3 

nights in Tiberias on the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee  at the Golan Hotel; and then 4 nights in 

Jerusalem at either Hotel Gloria or Knights Pal-

ace Hotel [tbc].  Hotels have websites where 

you can see what they’re like.  The cost is 

£1,827 per person, but Insurance and Single 

Supplement are extra.   So far we have 29 peo-

ple travelling but there are still places still available.  Further information 

and Booking Forms are now available from Fr Peter. 

 

“Let nothing disturb you, 

nothing frighten you, 

all things are passing, 

God is unchanging. 

Patience gains all; 

nothing is lacking 

to those who have God: 

God alone is sufficient.” 

St. Teresa of Ávila 



The Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of The Northern Catholic Calendar are now available.  This is 

the handbook for our diocese and lists all churches, parishes, priests, 

religious houses and associations in the diocese.  If you wish to buy a 

copy they are £3 each and can be collected at the Parish Office at St 

Robert’s on Tuesday and Thursday mornings / at St Bede’s after Mass  

[Please try to have the correct payment of £3] 

 

SVP  Donations 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul are unable to hold 

their normal church door collections at the moment 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Since last March 

they have relied solely on donations.  If you can help 

please place an offering in an envelope and drop it off at 

Mass or at the Presbytery for the SVP. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

The Wednesday Word website contains reflec-

tions on the forthcoming Sunday readings for 

both adults and children and can be accessed at 
wednesdayword.org  Using this website can be 

a good way to prepare for Sunday Mass and reflect on the readings. 

 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Marys Meals is delighted to announce that the UK Government has 

pledged to double any donation made to Mary’s Meals before 31st Janu-

ary 2021, up to £2m.  So if you make a do-

nation anytime before the end of January, 

your donation will be doubled.  You can 

read more about this on Marys Meals’ web-

site www.marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove 

#UKAidMatch  

 

Confirmation Catechists Online Survey 

The Diocesan Department of Faith and Mission is inviting all parish-

ioners involved with Confirmation preparation to take part in a 

survey.  Please contact Fr Peter for the link to take part in this sur-

vey 
 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

The Diocesan Department for Faith and Mission is 

inviting Children's Liturgy of the Word Leaders to 

join a network of leaders from across the Diocese 

to share thoughts and ideas. To register your inter-

est, email: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.   

Ruth Higginbottom has already registered so its useful if other cate-

chists can have a word with her if interested. 

 

Called and Gifted Programme 

If you are wondering how you are to fulfil the mission God has for you, 

or navigate a life transition, you might find that this  discernment pro-

gramme helps you decide what turn to take next.  If you are ready to 

discern your gifts, a new programme starts on Wednesday 24th Febru-

ary.  To apply for your place on the programme, email admin-

faith.mission@dioceshn.org.uk.  The booking deadline is Friday 19th 

February.  You can also visit the St Catherine of Siena Institute in Colo-

rado Springs online [https://siena.org/charisms-faq] for more infor-

mation.  

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

The Northumberland Listening Service has been running for several 

years, set up by the local catholic parishes in Northumberland, and has 

helped many people during that time.  If there is something troubling 

you, if you feel affected by the difficulties around us with coronavirus, 

or trying to “get back to normal” or if there is any other issue troubling 

you that you need to talk to someone about, the number is 
“Northumberland Listening Service”  07732 980740. 

 

Universe and Catholic Times Readers 

At the moment you are unable to collect your paper at Mass, but you 

can get it delivered direct to your home every week, POST FREE.  

Please go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 

5722 and they will arrange for you.   SPECIAL OFFER for 3 MONTHS :

-£25.00; SPECIAL OFFER for 12 Months:-£99.00; OR DIGITAL COPY 

for 12 Months: £55.00 

Supporting Asylum Seekers in our local community 

Asylum Seekers in the Ashington area are supported through the chari-

ty ‘Northumberland County of Sanctuary’.  At this time of year they 

particularly need shoes for the children but cannot afford to buy them.  

County of Sanctuary tries to help people in as many ways as possible - 

be it language learning, bikes to be able to get around cheaply and chil-

dren’s shoes so that they are able to go to school and access good 
education.  Donations can be made to their bank account: Account 

Name “Northumberland County of Sanctuary”, Account No. 

77748368, Sort Code: 30-65-22.  Their Charity No is 1185663hb.  

Alternatively cheques can be sent to the treasurer:  Peter Edge, 2 Hob-

berlaw Farm Cottages, Rugley Rd, Alnwick, NE66 2AQ.  Please contact 

Maura ( 01670 516452) or Gerry ( 01670 517829) for more infor-

mation.  Thank you for any support you can give. 

 

Diocesan Refugee Project 

The Refugee Project which has just been making financial donations to 

refugees since March, is finally re-opening.  It will now be sited at the 

SVP headquarters at Blackfriars, Newcastle.  Donations of food would 

be gratefully accepted, as well as toiletries.  There have been some 

changes in the food requested.  Please donate tinned fish, tinned to-

matoes, sugar, rice, biscuits, tinned chickpeas.  Please DO 

NOT donate tins of meat or baked beans.  As we are unable to 

store goods in Church at the moment, we have a temporary measure 

… delivering the food to the home of Donald Marr, who is the parish 

representative for the project.  Donald’s address is 3 Cottingvale in 

Morpeth (at the top of Cottingwood Lane).  If you are able to make dona-

tions of any of the above items, please phone Donald on  01670 

505573, before delivery, to arrange a time to drop off items. Thankyou. 

 

Rebuilding our Parish Communities 

St Robert’s Parish Council met via Zoom on Thursday evening, and 

reflected on the last ten months of parish life during the pandemic (or 

the lack of it!) but also looked ahead to what we do to try to rebuild 

our parish communities once we begin to get back to normal later in 

the year.  It was noted that people miss Mass and miss coming to 

Church.  Some commented on how they feel cut off from what’s going 

on throughout the parish and are missing being in touch with people; 

and noted especially that they don’t know who is poorly or who has 

died, apart from what is read in the Newsletter.  The social life of the 

parish, e.g. Coffee Mornings and social events are also missed when 

people have the opportunity to meet and talk to one another.  If you 

would like to be included in the next meeting at which we will discuss a 

way forward, or have any thoughts or comments, please contact Fr 

Peter this week. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day: 27th January 2021 
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2021 is “Be the light in 

the darkness”.  It encourages everyone to reflect on the depths human-

ity can sink to, but also the ways individuals and com-

munities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, 

during and after genocide.  Be the light in the darkness 

is an affirmation and a call to action for everyone mark-

ing Holocaust Memorial Day.  This theme asks us to 

consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for example, iden-

tity-based persecution, misinformation, denial of justice; 

and different ways of ‘being the light’, for example, re-

sistance, acts of solidarity, rescue and illuminating mis-

truths. We can all stand in solidarity.  We can choose to be the light in 

the darkness in a variety of ways and places – at home, in public, and 

online.  Please also look at the diocesan website for a video presenta-

tion www.rcdhn.org.uk 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2021 

Human Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship  

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 23rd January 
Weekday 

Mass: Margo Dewar (DD)  

Sunday 24th January  

3rd Sunday Year B 
Mass: People of the Parish 

Monday 25th January 
The Conversion of St Paul    

[Lectionary Year 1, Week 3] 
Mass: Ellen Young (AB) 

Tuesday 26th January 
St Timothy and St Titus 

Mass: Ken Wilson (TW) 

Wednesday 27th January 
St Angela Merici 

Mass: Neville Donaldson 

Thursday 28th January  
St Thomas Aquinas Mass: Annie Ingram (AB) 

Friday 29th January 
Weekday 

Mass: Patrick Ruddy 

Saturday 30th January  
Weekday  Mass:  Pat Popely (AB) 

Sunday 31st January 

4th Sunday Year B 
Mass: People of the Parish 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

SPUC: Respond to consultation to stop home abortions!  

The Department of Health is holding a public consultation on whether 

to continue the practice of allowing abortion providers to send abor-

tion pills to women so that they can perform their own abortion at 

home.   SPUC need as many pro-life people as possible to complete 

the Department of Health’s questionnaire in order to help stop danger-

ous DIY abortions becoming permanent.  SPUC has prepared a briefing 

which gives a step by step guide to completing the consultation ques-

tionnaire. Please go to https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/

Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation The consultation ends 

on 26 February 2021. 

 

Ask your MP to oppose introducing assisted suicide 

The assisted suicide lobby have launched a large campaign to put 

pressure on the Government to reconsider the legalisation of as-

sisted suicide.  It is vital that it is clear to the Government that the 

public want them to continue to hold strong against this pressure 

from assisted suicide campaigners and reject their demands.  Right 

To Life UK have set up and easy to use tool which will enable you 

to email your MP asking them to make it clear to the Government 

that it should not give into demands from the assisted suicide lobby 

to reconsider the legalisation of assisted suicide. It only takes 30 

seconds to email your MP by visiting the link below: https://

rigttolife.org.uk/StopAssistedSuicide 

IMPORTANT NOTE … Help with Financial Matters 

Fr Peter is seeking help at St Bede’s Parish with two things -  

1. The Parish Accounts  … someone who can prepare a 

monthly  Report for the Parish Finance Committee and an An-

nual Report for the Diocesan Finance Office. 

2. The Gift Aid Scheme.  We need someone who would be 

willing to take on the preparing of the Parish Collection Enve-

lopes and Boxes; the auditing of all donations that are received 

through the Gift Aid Scheme and of liaising with the Diocesan 

Gift Aid Office on these matters and preparing reports. 

These two roles are needed fairly urgently, so if anyone can 

help, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible, or have a 

word, if vaguely interested to find out what is involved!! 

https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation

