
Today’s gospel is for anyone who has ever felt unloved or insignificant.  Today’s gospel is for an-

yone who feels his or her life doesn’t count for much.  At some time or another that probably 

means most of us. 

 

In biblical days shepherding was a highly dan-

gerous business.  Herds might consist of 

thousands of sheep, and shepherds had to be 

highly skilled in tending for the sheep and 

protecting them from wolves and robbers.  

The shepherd’s care and courage were leg-

endary.  A good shepherd would not think 

twice about his own life in protecting his 

sheep.  This is the image that Jesus chose for 

himself in today’s gospel. He is the good shepherd.  His leadership is a mixture of tenderness, 

strength and self sacrifice. Jesus loves us so much that he would lay down his life.  That’s a pow-

erful belief to take out into the world! 

 

But what if we don’t quite believe it? Surely there are too many of us to love and look after in-

dividually.  People fall by the wayside all the time.  We hear tragic stories of elderly people who 

die alone and are not discovered for days because no one cares enough to visit.  We see down 

and outs sleeping in subways because their family and friends have given up on them.  Can God 

really be looking out for each and every one of us? Surely there are too many of us to look af-

ter – to love individually.  

 

Not so! Jesus we’re told would not let even one of his sheep stray without coming to the res-

cue.  He knows each and every one of us by name. If we are one of his, then he will recognise 

us and take care of us.  That’s another powerful belief to wake up with.  The next time you are 

feeling lost and forgotten, try looking for the Good Shepherd’s love in your life. God’s help is 

always there when we look to him. 

Sunday 25th April 2021 - 4th Sunday of Easter 
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St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth, NE61 1QF 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to pray 

for:  New Members of the Church; Vocations; The Right 

Use of the Media,; The Church; and Human Work.  Please 

pray for family members, parishioners, those we know 

who are unwell; we pray for those in hospital, recovering 

from or awaiting surgery; and at this difficult time of Pan-

demic we pray for all suffering from COVID-19; please 

remember Fr Peter’s dad who is poorly, for Alan Nixon 

in Cyprus, son of Ellen and Eddie Nixon who died on Friday, for Jim 

Docherty [Bedlington] who died during the week; and for all those 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Collections, Standing Orders and BACS Payments 

Thank you to all who are regularly contributing to 

our collections now that Mass has resumed.  You 

can also drop your Offering or Offertory Envelopes 

at the Presbytery or make an online BACS donation 

or set up a Standing Order for a regular payment.  

Also many thanks to those who continue their reg-

ular Standing Orders.   
Copies of the Mandates for setting up a 

New Standing Order are available on our 

parish websites.  Please contact the Parish 

Office at Morpeth for more details.   
 

Morpeth 

Sort Code  40-34-18 

Name of Account “DHN Morpeth St Robert of Newminster” 

Account Number 32010755 
 

Bedlington 

Sort Code  40-34-18 

Name of Account “DHN Bedlington St Bede” 

Account Number  81163620 

 

Sick and Retired Priests Fund 

The Annual Sick and Retired Priests Fund is now open and remains 

open until Sunday 2nd May.  Please hand donations into the Presbytery, 

or drop into the basket at Church. 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor Collection 

Today we are asked to have a Collection for The Little Sisters of the 

Poor in Newcastle.  The Little Sisters have had a difficult time during 

the last twelve months.  They rely heavily on donations and the pan-

demic has meant that most of their fundraising efforts have not been 

organised.  They look after some of our elderly and sick priests as well 

as about sixty other elderly people from around the diocese.  If you can 

support their work, please hand your donation in to the Presbytery or 

at Mass in an envelope marked ‘Little Sisters of the Poor’ 

 

Organ Fund 

If you wish to make a donation towards the costs of the re-

furbishment of the Organ at St Robert’s Church, please use 

the bank details above.  Any contribution towards this will be 

greatly received.  If handing into the Presbytery, or making a 

BACS donation, please indicate your name and “Organ” 

somewhere, so that it can be identified.  If you wish to Gift 

Aid your donation please make sure that you have completed 

a Gift Aid Form so that we can process this with the diocese. 

 

Gift Aid Envelopes 
All Gift Aid Envelopes at St Robert’s Church should have been either 

handed out at Church or delivered to your home.  If there is an issue 

please contact us as soon as possible.  We encourage those paying by 

Standing Order to take a box so that you have the Special Collection 

Envelopes.  At St Bede’s Church the Gift Aid envelopes are available in 

the Church entrance for all those on the Gift Aid Scheme.  If anyone 

else wishes to have a set of envelopes, please let us know as soon as 

possible..   Please remember that if you pay tax you can join the Gift 

Aid Scheme, and we can reclaim an extra 25% from HMRC on the 

payment that you make. 

Booking for Mass 

It is getting more difficult to book everyone in for the Sunday Masses.   

As more people are vaccinated, more people feel a little more confi-

dent to come out of their homes, and especially to come to Church, 

which is and always has been a ‘covid-safe’ environment.  Please re-

member, that as the Bishops have relaxed the rule for 

Sunday obligation for the time being, you could come 

to a weekday Mass at either St Bede’s or St Robert’s, 

where there is plenty of spaces available.   So if you 

cannot get in for a Sunday, please remember that you 

could come to one of the other Masses if able to. 

Although we are open, we continue to have only limited spaces availa-

ble, (36 at St Robert’s / 35 at St Bede’s; more, if families/households sit 

together), so we ask that you book for the Vigil/Sunday Mass, so that we 

know how many will be attending. 
 

To book your place at the Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church  

Please  ring St Bede’s Presbytery  01670 823 258  

any evening from 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~  

To book your place at Sunday Mass at St Robert’s Church  

Please call St Robert’s Presbytery  01670 513 410 

Monday - Friday, 10.45am - 6pm 

Please note: we do ask that everyone uses the same system to book, so 

please, no emails to book your place.  Please use the above numbers. 

 

Weekday Masses 

It has been a long time away from Church for some people, are you 

ready to begin coming back to Mass?  Surely you want to come back to 

Mass?  Why not come to a weekday Mass at either St Bede’s or St 

Robert’s Churches.  There is space, it is safe .  Booking is not necessary 

for weekday Masses, but we ask that you give your details to the stew-

ard on arrival so that we know how many people are in church. 
 

Contact Tracing App 

Please remember that you can check in for the Track and 

Trace system using the QR code that we have available.  

When you come to Church, open the app on your phone 

and scan the code to record your presence. 

 

St Robert’s Parish “You Tube” Channel 

St Robert’s Church now has a YouTube Channel - http://

bit.ly/StRobert where you can access Mass on those days 

that Mass is celebrated at St Robert’s.  This is the first week 

- please be patient - there may be teething troubles!!  It 

didn't work correctly on Thursday as the laptop power 

failed! 

 

Appeal for “IT support” 

Can you work a Tablet and an App for a remote camera?  Are you able 

to work on a laptop?  Now that we have a camera in 

church which provides livestreaming for our Masses, I 

would like to try to form a small group of people who 

could help with this for Mass, eg people to set up the 

computer, log on to YouTube and control the camera 

views via a tablet during Mass etc, so that I don’t have to 

do it all during Mass myself.  If anyone, particularly some of the younger 

members of the parish would be interested, please speak to Fr Peter.   

Hopefully if there is enough help we could manage a rota for 9am and 

11am Masses on a Sunday and our weekday Masses, as well as some-

one who may be available for extra services. 

 

Consent for the Live streaming 

Please note: we have to make everyone aware that Livestreaming is 

taking place at this church during Mass.  As some people may appear 

on screen during Mass we have to inform you that if you are a Reader, 

an Altar Server, or even a Minister of Holy Communion, and you ap-

pear on screen you must be informed that that is happening in our 

church because “If a person is potentially identifiable from their image 

being captured on a recording/stream at Mass, this is possibly personal 

data and Data Protection regulations apply”.     

NEWSLETTERS AND MISALLETTES:  If you are holding this Newsletter, or a Mass Sheet, as a paper copy in Church on Sunday, please 

remember that you MUST take it away with you.  COVID-19 guidelines state that because you have handled it, you cannot just put it back on 

the table at the back of Church.  It’s handy to have a Newsletter at home and good to reflect on todays readings in the Missalette!  If you do not 

wish to keep it, please leave it in your bench and it will be immediately destroyed by those who will tidy and clean the Church after Mass. 



Children's Liturgy of the Word 

St Robert’s Parish Children's Liturgy of the Word via 

Zoom is held on a Sunday morning at 10am.  Please 

send an email to the Parish Office (address on the front 

of this newsletter) to get the zoom link.  If you have 

already joined in, it is the same link as previous weeks.  

Grateful thanks to our Children’s Liturgy team for coordinating this. 

 

Masses Online 

If you are unable to attend Mass, two online services stream Masses 

throughout the day - www.churchservices.tv and www.mcnmedia.tv  

Other parishes stream live on YouTube - you just need to search for 

the parish name on YouTube to find them.  You can also go to https://

mass-online.org to watch Masses from around the world.  

 

Mass by Telephone 

If you are unable to access the internet but still wish to be 

able to hear Mass, the Diocese of Middlesbrough has a 

system to allow people who do not have internet access to 

listen to Mass over the telephone.  If you would like to 
access, the telephone number to call is ( 01642 130 120). 

 

The Wednesday Word 

Reflections on the Sunday readings for both 

adults and children and can be accessed at 

wednesdayword.org  This a wonderful resource 

to help focus on our Sunday Readings.  Edited by 

Dom Henry Wansborough OSB of Ampleforth Abbey it is a wonderful 

resource for both parishes and for Schools to help focus on the forth-

coming Sunday readings. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Confessions are possible, in a socially distanced manner, but by ap-

pointment only.  If anyone needs to speak to a priest about anything 

that is urgent or bothering, please ring and have a chat and speak to Fr 

Peter and we see what we can do to help those in spiritual need.  At all 

times, Fr Peter is available for those who need to talk!   

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the 

Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Peter 

at St Robert’s and you will be added and it will be 

emailed each weekend.  Please feel free to print off cop-

ies for yourself and if possible pass them on to others. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

We are very grateful to our Baptism catechists who have agreed to 

lead some preparation meetings for those parents preparing for Bap-

tism.   Those who have requested a Baptism will soon receive an email, 

inviting them to attend a preparation session in July or September and 

once the Baptism preparation has been completed, a date will be or-

ganised for the Baptism. 

 

Celebrating a Funeral 

While we are still following the coronavirus restrictions, 30 people are 

able to attend Funerals in our churches, until Step Four of the Govern-

ment Roadmap on 21st June, when restrictions are due to be lifted.  A 

list of those attending must also be provided by the family in advance to 

assist our stewards.  The Funeral Director will help with this. 

 
Civil Changes to Getting Married 

On 4th May, the civil paperwork needed to get married changes ac-

cording to The Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths (Registration 

etc.) Act 2019.  You no longer need a Blue Certificate, but you do need 

a Marriage Schedule from the Registrar which must then be handed to 

the person leading your wedding.  I encourage all those who are getting 

married this year to make contact with the staff at the Register Office 

in Alnwick, to make sure your paperwork is complete and correct as 

soon as possible.  If the paperwork is not complete the wedding cannot 

go ahead. 

 

Vatican Message for Ramadan 

The Vatican’s Message to the worldwide Muslim community for Rama-

dan can be accessed at the Vatican website www.vatican.va or the Bish-

ops Conference website www.cbcew.org.uk 

Mary’s Meals 

“Since our humble beginnings, Mary’s Meals, 

named after Mary the Mother of Jesus, has been 

built on a foundation of prayer and the many little 

acts of love from those who support us.  This May, 

the month traditionally dedicated to Our Lady, we 

invite you to join us in prayer to celebrate the wonderful work of 

Mary’s Meals and give thanks that we are now reaching more than 1.8 

million children with a nutritious meal in 19 countries every school 

day.  We also pray for God’s continued blessing on our beautiful mis-

sion, that through His providence it will always flourish, enabling us to 

reach more hungry children.  You could offer your prayerful support in 

a number of ways such as: including a bidding prayer for 

Mary’s Meals at Mass, praying the Rosary for our work or 

hosting a Holy Hour.  You will find inspirational resources 

for our Pray In May campaign, including our prayer card, 

on our website.  Thank you for remembering Mary's Meals in your 

prayers. God bless you all.  

 

Flower Arranging 
Would you like to be involved in the Flower Arranging at 

St Robert’s Church?  The group are seeking more volun-

teers.  If you would like to be included in the rota for 

Flower Arranging, please send an email to the Parish email 

address (on the front of the Newsletter) or contact Berna-

dette at the Parish Office. 

 

Mass intentions 

Some of the Mass Intentions handed in at St Robert’s Church are being 

transferred to be celebrated by Fr Peter at St Bede’s Church, so that 

they can be offered much sooner than waiting for a gap at St Robert’s 

Church.  If you have handed in a Mass Intention, and prefer for it to be 

celebrated at St Robert’s Church, and not St Bede’s, please contact the 

Parish Office at St Robert’s Church as soon as possible. 

 

Discernment Weekend for Men 

The Beda College in Rome is running a discernment weekend for men 

between the ages of 30 and 55 from Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th September 

2021.  It takes place at St Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality Centre in North 

Wales.  The weekend is to reach men who are not already in touch 

with their diocese and is a first step for those who may be exploring 

the possibility of priestly vocation in later life.  Promoting similar week-

ends in past years through parish notices proved to be most fruitful, 

and the results from these weekends are now in the seminaries.  Infor-

mation and registration forms are available at: https://

www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-weekend

-older�men-1.  

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

The Northumberland Listening Service has been running for several 

years, set up by the local catholic parishes in Northumberland.  If there 

is something troubling you, if you feel affected by the difficulties around 

us with coronavirus, or trying to “get back to normal” or if there is any 

other issue troubling you that you need to talk to someone about, the  

number is Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740. 

 

Mass for Marriage and Family Life 

Bishop Robert will celebrate the Marriage and Family Life Mass in the 

Cathedral on Saturday 22nd May 2021 at 12noon which will be both an 

open Mass and live streamed.  The invitation will focus on couples cele-
brating significant anniversaries in 2021 but is open to engaged couples 

preparing for marriage, those who were married in the months prior to 

lockdown and since our last Mass in 2019 and all married couples.  

Included too are those widowed and bereaved who were unable to 

visit wives and husbands in hospital and homes, prior to their deaths.  

In these unprecedented times we remember couples in crisis and indi-

vidual adults and children experiencing difficulties and abuse in their 

family relationships.  We wish all to know that none is forgotten and 

that the Sacramental life, despite Covid, is very much alive and prayed 

for.  The Mass will be live-streamed.  Due to the limited capacity and in 

keeping with the current COVID restrictions, anyone wishing to attend 

the Mass MUST BOOK in advance by contacting the Cathedral office 

on 0191 232 6953 or emailing office@stmaryscathedral.org.uk . Book-

ing is available now. Anyone celebrating a significant anniversary should 

also provide the details of this at the time of booking and a certificate 

of celebration will be offered. 

https://marysmeals.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71642ed3d70deb2b1c25da8f0&id=1c30715a38&e=e244218ede
mailto:office@stmaryscathedral.org.uk


The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for April 2021 

Fundamental Rights: We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under 

dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 24th April 
Weekday of Easter 

 5.30pm Vigil: People of the Parish  

Sunday 25th April 

4th Sunday of Easter 

9.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass: Deceased Members of   

                                  the Onono Family  

 

Monday 26th April  
Weekday of Easter 

 10.00am Mass:  No Intention 

Tuesday 27th April 
Weekday of Easter 

10.00am Mass: Paul McCole and  

                             Father Lawrence Jones 

 

Wednesday 28th April 
Weekday of Easter  

 10.00am Mass: Alan Nixon (ED) 

Thursday 29th April 
St Catherine of Siena 

10.00am Mass:  Freda Davis (FD)  

Friday 30th April  
Weekday of Easter / St Pius V                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 10.00am Mass: Special Intention (FS) 

Saturday 1st May  
St Joseph the Worker 

 5.30pm Vigil:  Deceased Members of the 

                                         Monaghan Family  

Sunday 2nd May 

5th Sunday of Easter 
9.00am Mass:  Margo Dewar  
11.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

 

 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Saint Joseph The Worker, 1st May 

In response to the ‘May Day’ celebrations for workers, Pope Pius XII 

instituted the feast of St Joseph the Worker in 1955.  In an effort to 

keep Jesus from being removed from ordinary human life, the Church 

has from the beginning proudly emphasised that Jesus was a carpenter, 

obviously trained by Joseph in both the satisfactions and the drudgery 

of that vocation.  As Christians and as workers, we are reminded on 

this day that we have an obligation to treat our brothers and sisters in 

Christ as true brothers and sisters.  

 

Food Donations 

As you are unable to leave donations in Church, due to the Diocesan 

Health and Safety restrictions, there is still a great need for this food. 

The most useful items are: tinned fish, tinned tomatoes, tinned chick-

peas, biscuits, rice, sugars and toilet rolls. Toiletries such as shampoo, 

shower gel, deodorant and toothpaste are also very useful.  Please do 

not donate tinned meat or baked beans.  All donations can be left with 

Donald Marr at 3 Cottingvale Morpeth. Please phone 01670 505573 

before, to arrange a drop off time, and leave a message if there is no 

reply.  Alternatively, you could leave donations with Gerry and Eileen 
Harber, 22, Dacre Street, Morpeth  Please phone 01670 517829.  

Thankyou.  

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

"For each one of us the Lord has a vocation, that place God wants us to 

live our lives, but we must seek it."  “The Lord’s call is not an intrusion 

of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be borne. On 

the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and 

invites us to be part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes 

the horizon of a greater sea and an abundant 

catch.”   God in fact desires that our lives not be-

come banal and predictable, imprisoned by daily 

routine, or unresponsive before decisions that 

could give it meaning.  The Lord does not want us 

to live from day to day, thinking that nothing is 

worth fighting for, slowly losing our desire to set 

out on new and exciting paths.  If at times he makes 

us experience a “miraculous catch”, it is because he wants us to discover 

that each of us is called – in a variety of ways – to something grand, and 

that our lives should not grow entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls 

the heart.  Every vocation is a summons not to stand on the shore, nets 

in hand, but to follow Jesus on the path he has marked out for us, for 

our own happiness and for the good of those around us. 
Taken from the Message of Pope Francis for the World Day of Vocations. 


