
Fear of what others might think of us;  Fear of getting things wrong;  Fear of our children getting things 

wrong;  Fear of poverty;  Fear of the bills in the letter box;  Fear of opposition;  Fear of illness;  Fear of 

loneliness or alienation;  Fear of running out of time;  Most of us fear something, and our fears all have 

something in common.  We fear most, the things that seem beyond our control.  

 

In today’s gospel the disciples are out in their fishing 

boat when a storm whips up the waves.  Water 

crashes into the little fishing boat threatening to sink 

it.  Jesus sleeps on a cushion in the stern, and to the 

disciples he seems not to care.  Can we identify with 

the frightened disciples?  When our lives are out of 

control that’s when most of us pray our hardest, and 

when our prayers are answered we either thank 

God, or perhaps if we’re honest, we imagine that the 

problem wasn’t as bad as we thought in the first 

place.  Only when God seems indifferent to our 

prayers is our faith called into real question.  If God has the power to quell life’s storms why does he 

seem to remain indifferent?  The trouble with God is that he doesn’t rush round fixing the lottery for us 

or texting us with our dream job.  Would we really expect God to behave like this? Yet it’s at times when 

God seems to do nothing that we need our faith most.  It’s at times like this that our faith is hardest to 

find.  

 

It’s a very useful exercise to look back at life and take a second look at the seemingly insurmountable 

problems that we have navigated in the past.  We might imagine that we have conquered our own prob-

lems single handed. In retrospect, it is clear that God has steered us safely through the storms often in 

totally unexpected and surprising ways.  The great comfort is that if God has helped us before, he will 

help us again and again. 

 

We will always have fear, it’s part of our human condition, but as Christians we have a way of transcend-

ing it.  We are asked to remember Jesus’ words “Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no 

faith?”  We are asked to remember that even the wind and the sea obey him.  If we have faith that Jesus is 

the master of our lives and that God has ultimate control, then we need feel no fear. 

Sunday 20th June 2021 - Twelfth Sunday,  Yr B 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter J Stott 
St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth, NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 
St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to pray 

for:  A deeper understanding between Christians and Jews; 

Those who suffer persecution, oppression and denial of 

human rights; Europe; Human Life; and Seafarers.  Please 

pray for family members, parishioners, those we know 

who are unwell; we pray for those in hospital, recovering 

from or awaiting surgery; and at this difficult time of Pan-

demic we pray for all suffering from COVID-19; please remember all 

who have died recently, including Paul Kelly [Morpeth] whose Funeral 

Service will be at St Robert’s Church on 24th June; for Rosina Apple-

by [Morpeth] whose Funeral Service will be held on Monday 28th June; 

and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Prime Ministers Statement - what it means for us 

The statement made on Monday by Mr Boris Johnson, does not really 

affect us at all, apart from changing the number of people allowed at 

Weddings, which means that it’s the same as those who are able attend 

Sunday or Weekday Mass.  The limit of 30  has been removed.  There 

are no further changes to what we do. 

 
Volunteer Stewards 

Very many thanks once again to our volunteers stewards. I am afraid 

that you will have to keep going just a little bit longer!!  The Prime 

Minister’s Statement on Monday means that we must 

continue the stewarding and the cleaning until 19th 

July at least.  Many thanks also to those who have 

responded to the extra appeals for Funerals, Wed-

dings, and First Holy Communion Masses which all 

have to have stewards present.  Many thanks. 

 

Booking for Mass 

We are still bound by our limited availability (36 at St Robert’s / 35 at St 

Bede’s; more if families/households sit together), so we ask that you book 

for the Vigil / Sunday Mass, so that we know how many will be attend-

ing. 

To book your place at the Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church  

Please call St Bede’s Presbytery  01670 823 258  

Monday - Friday, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~  

To book your place at Sunday Mass at St Robert’s Church  

Please call St Robert’s Presbytery  01670 513 410 

Monday - Friday, 11.00am - 6pm 

We do ask that everyone uses the same system to book.  It is pre-

ferred for you to ring to book your place.  Please use the above 

numbers.  If you book a place at Mass, but then find that you are una-

ble to attend, we ask that you please call us or send an email, as soon 

as you know you are unable to attend, so that where possible we may 

be able to offer that place to someone who is waiting to come to Mass.  

By booking and not turning up you are actually preventing other people 

from attending. 

 

Weekday Masses 

Booking is not necessary for weekday Masses, but we 

ask that you give your details to the steward on arrival 

so that we know how many people are in church. 

 

Contact Tracing App 

Please remember that you can check in for the Track and Trace system 

using the QR code that we have available in both Churches.  When you 

come to Church, open the app on your phone and scan 
the code to record your presence.  Please remember 

that if you have any symptoms of Covid-19 you should 

not attend Church.  The classic signs of coronavirus re-

ported since the start of the pandemic have been loss of 

smell or taste, a new persistent cough, and a fever.  A 

headache, sore throat and runny nose are now also thought to be 

symptoms of the virus, instead of a cough and loss of smell or taste - 

though a fever is still common. 

 

COVID-19 restrictions 

Please note that until the UK Government releases all restrictions ac-

cording to its Roadmap out of the pandemic, we continue to follow the 

“covid-safe” restrictions for Mass.  These restrictions apply also to the 

use of our Church Halls. 

 

St Robert’s Parish “You Tube” Channel 

If you have a a computer, a SmartTV, tablet, or 

smartphone, it is now possible to watch Mass from 

St Robert’s Church on YouTube.  Masses at St Rob-

ert of Newminster Church can now be viewed ei-

ther LIVE  on http://bit.ly/StRobert … at the following times,  

 9am Sunday only (we are not streaming Mass at 11am) 

 10am Tuesday  

 10am Thursday 

or as a recording on the above Parish YOUTUBE site anytime.  Links to 

this are also on our website and Facebook page. 

 

Confessions 

Confessions will begin once again at St Bede’s Church on a 

Saturday evening from 5pm - 5.20pm.  Once we have com-

pleted all our First Holy Communion Masses and all re-

strictions are lifted on 19th July (??) we  hope to resume 

Confessions at St Robert’s Church. 

 

Attendance at Funerals 

Unless we advertise that there is space at a Requiem Mass or a Funeral 

Service, it is presumed that it is private funeral unless you are asked by 

the family of the deceased to attend, as we still have to follow the limits 

of those who are able to come into the Church. 

 

First Holy Communion Masses 

First Holy Communion Masses will be celebrated in July.  

These Masses are classed as “life-cycle events” and so we 
are limited to 30 people present at each Mass.  Each child 

will be able to have a very limited number of guests under 

the current restrictions.  Masses will be celebrated at  

 10am and 11.15am on Saturday 3rd  July at St Bede’s Church   

 10am and 11.15am on Saturday 10th July at St Robert’s Church  

 10am and 11.15am on Saturday 17th July at St Robert’s Church 

Our schools will contact all parents with the information of which Mass   

you should attend and inform you of the number of family members 

who can attend. 

 

Young Peoples Prayer Group 

Father Peter is beginning a Prayer Group for Young People, 

aged 16 - 25+ years, with Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-

ment, Rosary, and Benediction as well as some quiet time 
for private prayer, and even an opportunity for Confession, 

on the First Monday of each month and invites young peo-

ple to come along and join him in prayer at 7.30pm in St 

Robert’s Church on the following dates … 

Monday 5th July   Monday 2nd August 

Monday 6th September  Monday 4th October 

Monday 1st November   Monday 6th December 

We ask that you pray for the success of this prayer group and pray for 

all our young people in these changing and challenging times. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

While we are unable to hold Children’s Liturgy in 

Church, St Robert’s Parish Children's Liturgy of the 

Word via Zoom is held on a Sunday morning at 10am.  

The new link for the Zoom Children’s Liturgy is https://

z o o m . u s / j / 9 9 4 4 2 4 3 7 8 2 7 ?

pwd=Q0FlMm8wVG9NY055NmdJRzhDbG1UUT09.  If 

you have the “Zoom App” or downloaded the software, the Meeting 

ID is: 994 4243 7827 and the Passcode is: 017486.  Grateful thanks to 

our Children’s Liturgy team for coordinating this. 

NEWSLETTERS AND MISALLETTES:  If you are holding this Newsletter, or a Mass Sheet, as a paper copy in Church on Sunday, 

please remember that you MUST take it away with you.  COVID-19 guidelines state that because you have handled it, you cannot just put it 

back on the table at the back of Church.  It’s handy to have a Newsletter at home and good to reflect on todays readings in the Missalette!  

If you do not wish to keep it, please leave it in your bench and it will be immediately destroyed by those who will tidy and clean the Church 

after Mass. 



Day of Prayer - “Day for Life” 

We celebrate Day for Life on Sunday 20th June 2021.  This day, inaugu-

rated by Saint John Paul II, presents an opportunity to pray for the gift 

of life from conception to natural death, to raise awareness of the pre-

cious gift of life, and to support the work of protecting 

life in its most vulnerable stages through the annual 

collection.  This assists pro-life organisations who raise 

awareness, engage in parliamentary work and pastoral 

outreach.  The fragility of life and the reality of death 

has been brought into sharp focus during the Covid-19 

pandemic.  In the UK alone, more than 126,000 people 

have died from Covid-19.  Yet in the face of such suffering and death, 

we have also witnessed the extraordinary dedication of healthcare pro-

fessionals and their loving care for the sick and dying.  We too have 

each made sacrifices for the greater good during this pandemic.  These 

acts of heroic love are a powerful testimony to the fundamental dignity 

of the human person and to the respect owed to each life, particularly 

through proper care and love in the last moments of life.  Against this 

backdrop of loving care, we are now faced with the very real threat of 

the legalisation of ‘assisted suicide’ in our country. It is not a question 
of ‘if’ this challenge will come, it is now a question of ‘when?’  There is 

now a Private Members Bill in the House of Lords on so-called 

‘Assisted Dying’ and it is only a matter of time before the issue is back 

in the House of Commons.  This year’s theme for Day for Life focuses 

on assisted suicide and the respect owed to life. The online resources 

are produced to inform Catholics about this threat to life and to share 

with people our response to such a threat: a true compassion as the 

just response to the immense value of the human person. 

www.dayforlife.org       Bishop John Sherrington 
 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the 

Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Peter 
at St Robert’s and you will be added and it will be 

emailed each weekend.  Please feel free to print off cop-

ies for yourself and if possible pass them on to others. 

 

Mary’s Meals 

Marys Meals regularly asks us to support them with 

funds for their work, and all that we donate helps them 

tremendously.  However, they also know that  they can’t 

do without our prayers and they are aware that many 

people support their mission through prayer. They 

would like to invite you to receive their monthly prayer email ‘Loaves 

and Fishes’, which focuses on the different ways we can reflect on and 

pray for their work.  To sign up to their mailing list, visit - 

marysmeals.org.uk/prayer - and sign up to receive the email 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both 

adults and children can be accessed at wednesday-

word.org  This is a wonderful resource to help focus 

on our Sunday Readings.  Edited by Dom Henry 

Wansborough OSB of Ampleforth Abbey it is a 

wonderful resource for both parishes and for Schools to help focus on 

the forthcoming Sunday readings. 

 

Organ Fund 

If you wish to make a donation towards the costs of the 

refurbishment of the Organ at St Robert’s Church, please 

use the bank details in this newsletter.  Any contribution 

towards this will be greatly received.  If handing into the 

Presbytery, or making a BACS donation, please indicate your 

name and “Organ” somewhere, so that it can be identified.  Bank De-

tails are … 

Morpeth St Robert of Newminster 

Sort Code  40-34-18 

Name of Account “DHN Morpeth St Robert of Newminster” 

Account Number 32010755 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The July Baptism meeting is now full.  The next meeting 

takes place in September at St Bede’s Church and the next 

meeting at St Robert’s Church will be in October.  Parents 
requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to 

make arrangements for these Baptism Preparation Meetings. 

Going into Hospital 

If you know you are going into one of the Northumbria NHS Trust 

Hospitals - Cramlington, Wansbeck or Rake Lane Hospitals - it is help-

ful to our Chaplains that you contact themi n advance to let them know 

you will be there; either Fr Paul Jenkins at St Paul’s, Cramlington or 

Deacon Stephen Boulter at St Bede’s, Bedlington.  If you are admitted 

as an emergency, it is always possible to ask the staff to let them know, 

or email the Hospital Chaplaincy... chaplaincy@northumbria.nhs.uk 

 

Food Donations 

As you are unable to leave donations in Church, due to the Diocesan 

Health and Safety restrictions, there is still a great need for this food. 

The most useful items are: tinned fish, tinned tomatoes, tinned chick-

peas, biscuits, rice, sugars and toilet rolls.  Toiletries such 

as shampoo, shower gel, deodorant and toothpaste are 

also very useful.  Please do not donate tinned meat or 

baked beans.  All donations can be left with Donald Marr 

at 3 Cottingvale, Morpeth.  Please phone  01670 

505573 before, to arrange a drop off time, and leave a message if there 

is no reply.  Alternatively, you could leave donations with Gerry and 
Eileen Harber, 22, Dacre Street, Morpeth  Please phone  01670 

517829.  Thankyou.  

 

Continuing the Journey - Beyond RCIA 

Some people may feel that they would like to pause and reflect at the 

end of their RCIA journey, whilst others may be asking what next after 

RCIA?  For anyone who has completed an RCIA pro-

gramme, the diocese Faith and Mission Vicariate is 

offering an opportunity to continue the process of 

learning and sharing the Faith, using video and group 

discussion, through five online Zoom sessions in June 

and July. These will take place on Wednesdays at 7pm 

beginning on June 30th, followed by July 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.  Each 

session will last for one hour and 15 minutes. Please register at https://

forms.office.com/r/LMPReCA8nK or contact the Faith & Mission Vicari-

ate by email at adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 

 

Christian and Muslim Prayer for Peace 

The annual Christian and Muslim Prayer for Peace for women and chil-

dren, which takes place annually in the historic Lady Chapel in Jesmond 

Dene, Newcastle will for 2021 be an online event only.  This will be 

available for viewing, on Saturday 26th June by following a link on the 

Diocesan webpage www.rcdhn.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

If there is something troubling you, if you feel affected by the difficulties 

around us with coronavirus, or trying to “get back to normal” or if 

there is any other issue troubling you that you need to talk to someone 

about, the number is Northumberland Listening Service  07732 

980740. 

 

EU Settled Status for European citizens 
Are you a European Union, European Economic Area or Swiss citizen?  

You and your family can apply to the EU Settlement 

Scheme to continue living in the UK after 30 June 2021.  

Please check https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-

citizens-families/eligibility  The EU Settlement Scheme 

is open. You can apply now if you meet the criteria.  The 

deadline for applying is 30th June 2021.  Check this out now 

before you find that it is too late to join. 

 

A Message from Bedlington Library 

‘Bedlington Library is now open and waiting to wel-

come everyone back.  Our opening times are slightly 

different, so please check before visiting.  Books can be 

returned and there are no fines being charged for long 

overdue books!!   01670 622 202 if you need further 

information.  We look forward to welcoming you.’ 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status


The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for June 2021 

The Beauty of Marriage: Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the support 

of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.   

 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

A Message from SPUC 

Please meet your MP to lobby against DIY abortion and assisted sui-

cide.  SPUC is holding a Mass lobby of MPs on Friday 16 July or Satur-

day 17 July 2021. We are asking pro-life supporters up and down the 

country to organise a meeting with their MP, at the MP’s constituency 

office, on one of these dates. The DIY abortion policy is still in place, 

and there is a renewed threat of assisted suicide 

being legalised.  Please ask your MP to lobby the 

Health Secretary to end DIY abortion. Please ask 

your MP to vote against assisted suicide.  SPUC 

has produced dedicated briefings to help you lobby 

your MP. Please go to www.spuc.org.uk/MassLobby2021 

 

Right to Life UK 

Right to Life UK is an organisation that works to support all pro-life 

choices, and their website states, “We protect and defend the right to 

life of every human being from conception to natural death through 

our work across education, politics, the media and through a large 

network of people in constituencies across England, Wales, Scotland 

and Northern Ireland”.  Full information is available on their website 
and you are invited to have a look at what they do, and where they are 

actively involved … www.righttolife.org.uk 

Parliamentary motion to stop ‘DIY’ abortion  

Carla Lockhart MP has launched a parliamentary motion calling on the 

G o v e r n m e n t  t o  e n d  ‘ D I Y ’  h o m e  a b o r t i o n . 

It is therefore vital that as many MPs as possible sign Carla Lockhart’s 

motion to send a clear message to the Government that they must end 

dangerous ‘DIY’ home abortion services as soon as possible.  Right To 

Life UK has launched an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple for you 

to send an email to your MP asking them to sign the motion. Please click 

the link below to contact your MP now. It only takes 30 seconds!    

www.righttolife.org.uk/DIYmotion  

 

St Thomas More and St John Fisher - 22nd June 

On Tuesday, the Feast of St John Fisher and St Thomas More, 

we remember those who suffer persecution, oppression and 

denial of human rights.   Close friends, Thomas More and John 

Fisher, refused to render allegiance to King Henry VIII as the 

Head of the Church.  As a result they were tried and convicted 

of treason and executed.  Thomas More told the court that he 

could not go against his conscience and wished his judges that 

"we may yet hereafter in heaven merrily all meet together to 
everlasting salvation."   Today we are not asked to die for mat-

ters of conscience but we are asked to live by them. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

Saturday 19th June 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Arkle & Craik Families  St Bede, Bedlington  

Sunday 20th June 

12th Sunday Yr B 

9.00am Mass: Jean & William White 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth  

Monday 21st June 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass:  James and Alice Devlin St Bede, Bedlington  

Tuesday 22nd June 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Dorothy Devitt & Deceased of the Devitt &  

                                                                  Doherty Families  

St Robert, Morpeth  

Wednesday 23rd June 
St Richard of Chichester 

10.00am Mass: Jim Craik  St Bede, Bedlington  

Thursday 24th June 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Private Intention (VF) 

11.30am Funeral Service: Paul Kelly [Private Funeral,] 

St Robert, Morpeth  

Friday 25th June 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Claire Boulter & Lee Heads  St Bede, Bedlington  

Saturday 26th June 
Weekday 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Father Wilf Elkin [NBF] 

St Bede, Bedlington 

St Bede, Bedlington 

Sunday 27th June  

13th Sunday Year B 
9.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass: Repose of the Soul of Linda Mary Gosling  

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth  


