
How many times are we shamed into saying, "I'll never grumble again!"  We watch children who 

have life threatening illnesses finding something to smile about.  We see families living in poverty, 

seemingly happy when they have every excuse to be deeply unhappy.  We read about the men and 

women, who despite disability or overwhelming odds, adopt a positive attitude and achieve great 

things. These people are living proof that happiness doesn't come from everything being right in our 

lives. 

 

The third Sunday in Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete meaning to rejoice.  

Rejoicing, exulting, being happy and singing for joy are the themes in today's liturgy.  But how are we 

to feel happy in a world where there isn't much to feel happy about ……  what must we do? 

 

John the Baptist gives us the answer, "If anyone has two tunics," he says, he must share with the man 

who has none."   We have all experienced the joy of giving a gift……  the inner glow that comes 

with knowing we have bought someone exactly what they always wanted.  We experience this same 

pleasure in sharing what we have with those who have nothing. 

 

To the tax collector and the soldier John says, "Exact no 

more than your rate.  Be content with your pay."  What 

joy is there in gain if it's at someone else's expense?  Do 

we really get any satisfaction at saving a couple of pence at 

the supermarket knowing it is at the expense of a third 

world farmer working for virtually nothing at all.  At this 

season in particular we remember not to exploit those 

who work hard for little profit.   We remember whilst do-

ing our Christmas shopping to look for the 'Fair Trade' la-

bels.   If we are employers we remember not to make un-

reasonable demands in order to line our own pockets. 

 

Most importantly this Christmas, we remember that happiness comes from being content with what 

we have. 

Sunday 12th December 2021 - Third Sunday of Advent 
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At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for:  

Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.  Please pray for 

those we know who are unwell, as well as the many who 

have no one to pray for them; for those in hospital, recover-

ing from or awaiting surgery; pray for many people who have 

COVID-19 at the moment;  for all who have died recently, including Fa-

ther Peter Smith, resident in the Little Sisters of the Poor who died 

recently; for Father Kevin Daly who died on Monday evening in hospital; 

for Geoff Doyle [Bedlington] who died on Wednesday evening; and for 

all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Offertory Collections 

Thank you to all who are regularly contributing to our collec-

tions at Mass each week.  Alternatively you can make an 

online BACS donation or set up a Standing Order for a regu-

lar payment.  Also many thanks to those who continue their 

regular Standing Orders.  Bank details and Standing Order forms are availa-

ble by ringing the Parish Office.   
 

November Church Collections  

St Robert’s: £1,640.04  Standing Orders & Transfers £3,751.92 

St Bede’s:  £580.14  Standing Orders & Transfers £1,099.00 
 

Coming to Mass 

As diocesan guidelines for attending Mass have been eased, it is no longer 

necessary to book to come to Mass.  You can now sit anywhere in the 

church.  We ask that you wear a face mask, use the hand gel; if you have a 

smartphone, that you scan the QR code for NHS Track and Trace and 

that you keep the social distancing in each bench between households.     

The new change, from Friday 10th December, following the UK 

government announcement, is that face coverings are now man-

datory in most indoor spaces, so we ask that you always wear your 

face covering when in Church. 
 

Staying Safe 

Whilst our Churches are open for Mass, we don’t want people to take any 

risks, especially with the new covid Omicron variant circulating, even 

though cases of this seem to be currently low in this part of the country.  

But please, if you have symptoms, or feel unwell, or someone close to you 

in your household has been poorly recently, don’t take any risks with your 

health or the health of others at Church.  If you have a cough or are sneez-

ing, just stay at home until you feel better. 
 

Kneeling or sitting? 

As we now use every bench in church, it is difficult to kneel down during 

Mass, if the person in the bench in front of you is sitting down, because that 

reduces the social distance between you and the person in front, and is best 

avoided.  A small price to pay for being able to open up!! 
 

Helping to Clean the Church 

If anyone can assist with the cleaning of our benches, your help 

would be greatly appreciated.  Now that we are fully open, all 

benches have to be cleaned, instead of the few that were open, so 

one or two extra helpers would be welcome.  We have no stew-

ards now for weekday Mass so will need volunteer cleaners.  On a 

Sunday stewards will be present but we need a couple of extra 

helpers please. 
 

Resuming Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Rosary  

We have resumed our daily Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, every day 

from 9.25am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Bede’s Church and 

on Tuesday and Thursday at St Robert’s Church.  Also on a Saturday after 

Mass until 11am.  Full details on the back page.  We will resume the praying 

of the Rosary on a Saturday morning before 10am Mass at St Robert’s 

Church. 
 

Using our Halls 

As we move forward and try to open up more, we invite those who wish to 

use our Church Halls to approach us via our Parish Offices to see how we 

may be able to accommodate your needs.  As we are still following diocesan 

covid guidelines on this matter, not every group will be able to meet, or will 

want to, but we ask that you speak to us if interested. 
 

Christmas Masses 

On Christmas Eve, there will be Vigil Mass at St Bede’s, Bedlington at 

5.30pm and a Vigil Mass at St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth at 

8pm.  Please note that we will not sing carols before our Vigil Masses. The 

Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated at St Robert of Newminster Church 

at 10am.  As Christmas Day is a Saturday, please note that there will not be 

a 5.30pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Day.  The Masses on Sunday 26th De-

cember will be celebrated at St Robert of Newminster Church as normal at 

9am and 11am.   

Advent Service 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to come to a Service to 

celebrate Advent, to be held at St Robert’s Church on Saturday 18th De-

cember at 2pm, for about 40 minutes.  “The Advent season is a time 

of preparation that directs our 

hearts and minds to Christ’s sec-

ond coming at the end of time 

and to the anniversary of Our 

Lord’s birth on Christmas.  From 

the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ prom-

ise to come back.  But the scripture readings during Advent tell us not to 

waste our time with predictions.  Advent is not about speculation.  Our 

Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and dis-

tracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36).  Like Lent, the liturgical 

colour for Advent is purple since both are seasons that prepare us for great 

feast days.  Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of 

preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas”. 

(USSCB website) 
 

Advent Alms for St Cuthbert’s Care 

This Advent, we ask you to consider supporting St Cuthbert’s Care. Our 

charity provides frontline registered care services for people with complex 

disabilities, residential homes and fostering for young people and two Cath-

olic nursing homes for older people.   All Advent donations will help to 

purchase gifts for all our residents in our care this Christmas, along with 

new electronic devices to help our older residents keep pace with our 

digitised world.   Your support is precious to us and helps us to continue to 

provide outstanding care and peace of mind to families.  Thank you so 

much.   Envelopes for Advent Alms can be put into the Offertory Bas-

kets / Bags or through the Presbytery Door. 

 

New Partnership Name 

At the first meeting of the Partnership Clergy and Lay Reps recently, a new 

name was chosen for our Partnership, and we are now known as the “St 

Benet Biscop Partnership” and this has been approved by Bishop Robert.  

St Benet was born in Northumbria, he was closely associated with the 

royal circle of King Oswy but he eventually renounced all that he had to 

become a monk,  follow the Benedictine monastic way of life and accompa-

nied St Wilfrid to Rome and made a total of five pilgrimages to Rome in the 

7th century.  As many people will be aware, a lot of the local Churches / 

Parishes in this area of Northumberland were founded and run by the 

Benedictine Communities from around the UK. St Benet Biscop is the 

patron of the English Benedictine Congregation  Our Catholic High School 

in Bedlington is also named after St Benet Biscop and our parishes are 

feeder parishes for St Benet Biscop Catholic Academy.  So it is good to 

have the patronage of St Benet Biscop.  [The Partnership Reps for St Roberts 

are Michael Quincey and Chris Smith and for St Bede’s, Deacon Stephen and 

Sandra Boulter.] 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Is it some time since you were last at Confession?  The 

Sacrament of Reconciliation is nonce again celebrated on a 

Saturday morning from 10.30am-11am at St Robert’s 

Church and 5pm-5.20pm at St Bede’s Church on a Saturday 

evening.  Prepare for Christmas by going to Confession and 

having that opportunity to “start afresh”. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to make 

arrangements to attend the next Baptism Preparation Meet-

ing to be held at St Robert’s Church in January.  We ask 

everyone to do this.  Once parents have attended this prep-

aration meeting, they are asked to meet with Fr Peter (or 

Deacon Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to make arrange-

ments and set a date for the Baptism.  Please note that 

one parent must be a baptised catholic for Baptism in the Catholic 

Church and it is also hoped that the catholic parent or even the whole 

family has been to Mass recently, especially as at the Baptism the parents 

will be promising to bring their child up “in the practice of the faith”.  
 

Bonus Ball at St Robert’s 

Many congratulations to this weeks winner Bridget Lawson who won £25 

on this week's Bonus Ball with number 47.  As this was 

the final draw, we want to express our thanks to every-

one who took part and supported the Bonus Ball.  We 

handed out £25 each week to those who won and we 

also managed to raise £360.00 from this venture for Par-

ish funds.  Thank you to Elizabeth who organised this and 

thank you to everyone that supported this time and we look forward to 

your support in 2022. 



External Repairs at St Bede’s and St Roberts Churches  

The cost of repairs to the Church and Presbytery at St Bede’s  Church is 

going to cost us another £2,285.00 + VAT [20%)].  Small repairs have been 

carried out at St Robert’s, as storm damage was minimal, but the roof of 

Collingwood House onto Oldgate needs some maintenance fairly soon as 

many roof tiles are misplaced and missing.   I am very grateful for an anony-

mous donation of £1,000.00 from a parishioner at St Bede’s CHurch, fol-

lowing last weeks appeal for help with repairs and renewals. 

 

Catholic Women's League 

Members of the Catholic Women's League will be meeting for Coffee and 

Mince Pies on Tuesday 14th December at 10.30am, in St Robert’s Church 

Hall.   

 

The Synod 2021 - 2023 

Every Catholic throughout the world is being asked to think and reflect 

about what the Synod is asking.  These questions 

are available in “The Road to Emmaus: Jour-

neying Together” pdf booklet on the diocesan 

website.  The website is www.rcdhn.org.uk/

faithandmission/synod.php and the documents 

are at the bottom of the website page.  You still 

have time to respond … If you get the chance please 

have a read through these questions and answer them if possible and send 

any replies in to Fr Peter via the parish email address as soon as possible.  A 

reply from the Partnership has to be given to Bishop Robert at the end of 

February and your response will make up that reply. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both adults and 

children can be accessed at wednesdayword.org  It is a wonderful resource 

for both parishes and for Schools to help focus on the forthcoming Sunday 

readings. 

 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage  

Preparations are beginning for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes from 

Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022.  It is hoped that 

pilgrims will be able to travel together as a Diocese once 

more.   In order to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful 

if you could indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in 

July 2022 and state if you would be willing to offer any help or 

volunteer for any of the roles that support the smooth running of the Pil-

grimage.  Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression of inter-

e s t ’  f o r m  o r  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  w e b s i t e 

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk 

 

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 

Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 

2022.  Our helpers are all volunteers and in order to go 

ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently need new volun-

teers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, washing up 

and clearing the dining hall.  We also need caretaking staff 

who would be able to carry out a cleaning role. The work 

is tiring but  also fun (you would be joining an established and very welcom-

ing team) and the young people benefit enormously from a tradition-

al seaside type holiday.   The commitment can be for as little as three days a 

year in Term Time or more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or 

through the Summer Holidays.  All helpers will be  required to obtain a 

free Diocesan DBS check and some training.   If you are interested please 

visit our website  https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2022 

Trying to organise a Pilgrimage during a pandemic is not easy.  The pro-

posed Pilgrimage to the Holy Land has changed once again!  Unfortunately 

hotel prices in the Holy Land have increased 

and the 10-day Pilgrimage became very expen-

sive, so, after some concern and a few discus-

sions between Fr Peter, Tangney Tours (and 

agents in Jerusalem), we have altered the Pilgrim-

age.  It will now be an eight-night pilgrimage 

from Monday 10th - Tuesday 18th October, [4 

nights in Bethlehem, 2 nights in Tiberias and 2 

nights in Jerusalem], flying Newcastle / 

Heathrow / Tel Aviv.  Tangney Tours will be 

contacting those who are already on their list, 

but anyone else interested should contact Clare at Tangney Tours on  

01732  886666.  There may also be a few people transferring to our pilgrim-

age from a diocesan group whose pilgrimage to the Holy Land has now 

been cancelled, so if you are interested please book as soon as possible.  

For price details please contact Fr Peter. 

Helping Others … read these articles below to see different ways of how you can reach 

out to others at this time of the Year 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to sup-

port refugees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the 

following items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  

Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); 

Biscuits,  Rice,   Sugar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower 

Gel, Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.   
 

Wansbeck Food Bank and Matthew Project Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St Robert’s Church 

for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial donations can also be made 

online] and the food bin for the Matthew Project is now back at St Bede’s 

Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are welcome to be 

placed into the bins for those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

Friends of the Holy Land Christmas Appeal 

The Friends of the Holy Land Christmas Appeal this year is aiming to help 

the pregnant mothers of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Gaza who cannot afford 

the proper medical care for the birth of their children. This Christmas in 

the Holy Land …  

 There are more mothers waiting to give birth in Bethlehem, wonder-

ing how they will afford their hospital stay. 

 There are believers in Nazareth needing urgent surgery that will de-

stroy their family finances. 

 There are Christians in Gaza who will stop taking medications they can 

no longer afford, risking their lives. 

When Fr Peter was in the Holy Land several years ago, his 

group were informed by sisters of the Daughters of Charity of 

St Vincent de Paul, that children's bodies were rescued from 

massive waste bins on the roadside.  The babies were still alive, 

but were thrown away because they were unwanted and their 

families could not afford the costs of medical care.  People “rescued” these 

children from the huge roadside waste bins and brought them to the Hospi-

tal where the Sisters and the nurses and doctors gave them the chance to 

live and to grow up.  Can you help the Friends to the Holy Land Appeal this 

year to help people in similar situations? 
 

Aid to the Church in Need 

If you would like to help others around the world to benefit from a Christ-

mas Gift, please check out the “Aid to the Church in Need” website .  Their 

“Christmas Gifts of Faith” enables you to buy gifts for 

the poor and needy around the world https://

acnuk.org/our-campaigns/giftsoffaith/  Christians 

around the world are suffering and in desperate need.  

Our range of Gifts of Faith you can help change their lives forever.  

Your Gifts of Faith could support farming projects in impoverished areas of 

Africa; provide Transports for the Church to reach remote areas around 

the world or supply Christmas Parcels to Children in war-torn Syria. There 

are too many things to list, but have a look to see what you can buy and 

donate. 
 

CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue 

Copies of the CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue are now 

available at the back of our Churches.  This catalogue is 

also available online at cafod.org.uk/worldgifts  New gifts 

this year include Energy Saving Stove £9, Safe place to call home £175, The 

Real Advent Calendar £4.50, Forest school £40, Fight fires in the Amazon 

£18, Restore the rainforest £719, Fantastic fisherfolk 

£73.  These gifts really help those less fortunate than 

ourselves.  Have a look at the catalogue or online to 

see what’s available!  Time is running short for these 

gifts … deadline is 15th December; if you want to 

buy any of these please do so as soon as possible. 
 

Double The Love with Mary’s Meals this Christmas 

Mary’s Meals would like to thank you for your continued faithful 

support of our mission through your prayers, donations and fund-

raising.  “We have some wonderful news to share! From 1st November 

to 31st January, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will doubled by a 

group of generous supporters, up to £1.6m.  This means a gift of £15.90 will feed, 

not one, but two children, a life-changing daily meal for a whole school year! Your 

kindness helps us bring joy to more than two million children in 19 countries 

around the world who we serve – including those affected by natural disasters, 

conflict and the ongoing Covid pandemic. For more information, please vis-

it www.marysmeals.org.uk.  Your help to reach the next hungry child is much ap-

preciated and we wish you every blessing for the coming Christmas season.” 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2021 
Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses,  

with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 11th December 
Weekday of Advent / St Damasus 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Paul McCole 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

12.30pm Baptism Ollie Isaac Swan 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: In Thanksgiving (FS) 

Sunday 12th December 

Third Sunday Advent C 
9am Mass: Ted Lewington 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 13th December 
St Lucy 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Francis Reid McAlroy 

Tuesday 14th December 
St John of the Cross  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Ken Offen (Catenians) 

 

Wednesday 15th December  
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: David, Angela & David Robertson (AM) 

Thursday 16th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Jim Craig 

 

Friday 17th December 
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Margaret and Ronnie Faulder (AC) 

Saturday 18th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.40am:  The Rosary 

10am Mass: Maria Melanowicz (MG) 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

2pm Advent Service (with Readings and Advent Hymns) 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Molly, Owen and Patrick  

                                                      Ruddy (EN)  

Sunday 19th December 

Fourth Sunday Advent C 
9am Mass: Alicja Chabrzyk (MG) 

11am Mass: Intentions of Catherine McCarthy 

 

 

The Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 

There are several aims of the Year of the Eucharist … 

 To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of 

the Church and to gather people back. 

 To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eucha-

rist. 

 To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the 

Eucharist through the rites. 

 To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer and 

devotion of the Eucharist. 

 To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the 

Eucharist. 

Each one of us has the opportunity 

to achieve these aims in our daily 

lives.  During this Year of the Eucha-

rist can you make the extra effort to 

attend daily Mass?  Can you travel 

to Morpeth or to Bedlington to get 

in an extra Mass?  Or come back to 

Sunday Mass and celebrate the Eucharist with your parish community.  

Come to Saturday morning Mass and stay on for half an hour of quiet pray-

er.  Come to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament before Mass for some 

quiet prayer. 

 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church 

can now be viewed on YouTube at http://

bit.ly/StRobert  Masses are streamed live at 

9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am 

Thursday, or available as a recording on the 

above Parish YOUTUBE site anytime.  Are 

you able to assist with the tablet control and laptop for the 

Livestream of Masses.  If you are able to help at the 9am 

Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or 

Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

Newsletter by Email 

We are now printing more newsletters as more people come 

back to Mass but you could help us offset our carbon foot-

print by receiving the Newsletter by email.  If you would like 

to go onto our mailing list for the Newsletter please send 

your email address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will be 

added and it will be emailed each weekend.   

 

Weddings 2022 

Anyone wishing to get married in 2022, who has-

n’t already contacted Fr Peter, or Deacon Ste-

phen, is asked to do so as soon as possible, so that 

details of the Online Marriage Care Foccus Mar-

riage Course can be passed on as soon as possible. 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of the 2022 Northern Catholic Calendar are now on sale.  This 

Handbook for the Diocese contains information for all parishes, clergy, Mass 

Times as well as lots more information.  Price £3.00 per copy.  Money to be 

placed in wall boxes at the back of church 

 

The Northern Cross 

The Northern Cross newspaper is now back in print and on sale at the back 

of Church.  Price is £1.50 per copy.  Money to be placed in wall boxes 

 

My Day by Day 

Copies of ‘My Day by Day’ are now available at the back of Church, price 

£1.  Money should be placed in wall boxes. 

 

Organ Recital 

Peter Locke will give an Organ Recital at the Cathedral 

Church of Saint Nicholas, in Newcastle, on Monday, the 

20th December, at 1.05pm. The recital will have an Ad-

vent and Christmas theme, and will feature music in-

spired by the Gregorian Chant of the Church also.  


