
Although Christmas comes at the end of the year it is really only the beginning 

of the story.  We sing carols about our Saviour and we dwell on the little child, 

the crib, the ox and the ass, the shepherds and the wise men.  Peace and joy 

shout out from our Christmas cards. 

 

The joy of Elizabeth and Mary, both pregnant, as they greeted each other was 

later to be the foundation-stone of family support.  Elizabeth's child, John, was 

to become a laughing stock and lose his head.  Mary's child, Jesus, was to be-

come a willing victim to the system which could not cope with him and so it 

crucified him on a tree.  In the intervening years we might speculate that Eliza-

beth and Mary were there for each other; that they shared their family ups and 

downs; that they offered each other support when their peace was shattered. 

For both women, some trying times lay ahead. 

 

So as we await the birth of our Saviour, we have to recall that he was just that - a saviour.  Whereas 

each of us is born and dies, Jesus was born to die.  He was sent by God to be the lamb who gave his life 

to take away our sins.  This is the message of Christmas.   Our Christmas carols rightly focus on the 

joy of the Incarnation and on the heart-warming scenes of the Nativity.  Yet if we are not to miss the 

whole point, we have to ask the simple questions that the story throws up.  Who was he?  Why was 

he born?  How was he treated?  What happened to him? 

 

He was Jesus, born in Bethlehem, the Son of God, sent into the world to save us by revealing what the 

Father had planned from the beginning of time: that we should know God and live life to the full.  He 

was the Saviour sent to redeem us, calling us to turn from passing pleasure to deeper joys, inviting us 

to die with him so that we might rise to greater things.  Christmas, then, is not only about the birth of 

a baby, but the birth of a saviour, the Prince of Peace.  Elizabeth and Mary carry with them a hint of 

things to come and the Church's prayers today seem strangely preoccupied with death and resurrec-

tion so close to Christmas.  This is not intended to put a damper on our festivity.  It's just to remind us 

that there's more to Christmas than the crib.  Maybe the Nativity is for children.  But only adults can 

come close to the Incarnation. 
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At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to 

pray for:  Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.  

Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; 

for those in hospital, recovering from or awaiting 

surgery; pray for many people who have COVID-19 

at the moment;  for all who have died recently, including Father Peter 

Smith, whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated on 22nd December in 

Newcastle; for Father Kevin Daly whose Requiem Mass will be cele-

brated on 31st December in Hebburn; for Geoff Doyle [Bedlington] 

whose Requiem Mass will   be celebrated at St Bede’s on 7th January; 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Advent Alms for St Cuthbert’s Care 

During this last week Advent, we ask you to consider supporting St 

Cuthbert’s Care. Our charity provides frontline registered care services 

for people with complex disabilities, residential homes and fostering for 

young people and two Catholic nursing homes for older people.  All 

Advent donations will help to purchase gifts for all our residents in our 

care this Christmas, along with new electronic devices to help our old-

er residents keep pace with our digitised world.   Your support is pre-

cious to us and helps us to continue to provide outstanding care and 

peace of mind to families.  Thank you so much.   Envelopes for Advent 

Alms can be put into the Offertory Baskets / Bags or through the 

Presbytery Door. 

 

Christmas Masses 

On Christmas Eve, there will be Vigil Mass at St Bede’s, Bedlington at 

5.30pm and a Vigil Mass at St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth 

at 8pm.  Please note that we will not sing carols before our 

Vigil Masses. The Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated 

at St Robert of Newminster Church at 10am.  As 

Christmas Day is a Saturday, please note that there will 
not be a 5.30pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Day.  The 

Masses on Sunday 26th December will be celebrated at St Robert of 

Newminster Church as normal at 9am and 11am.   
 

Crib Donations 

This year we will have a basket at the crib for “Crib Donations” which 

will go towards the work of the “Friends of the Holy” and for people in 

Bethlehem.  Bishop Robert writes, “FHL helps the most deprived Christian 

families, especially those living around Bethlehem, in Gaza, 

in Israel and in Jordan. With no pilgrims or tourism since 

March 2020 and no government support to individuals or 

businesses, many families have lost their income and are 

increasingly calling on FHL for help. I encourage you to consider giving your 

crib collection this year to this charity”.  

 

Note from Bishop Robert on covid …  

Church services take place in a well-controlled environment if our 

guidelines are followed and I would like to remind you that it is vitally 

important that we all do everything we can to keep everyone safe.  I set 

out the most pertinent COVID guidelines in my last communication to 

you on 10th December but in addition I would ask that you are sen-

sitive to the duration of church services and encourage the congre-

gation to disperse quickly at the end.  … Whist we are still able to 

safely gather in our churches the same is not true for our church halls 

and meeting spaces.  Socialising and most other forms of group activity 

in our church halls and meeting spaces present a very serious risk of 

COVID transmission.  We do have controls in place in our halls and 
meeting spaces but it is much more difficult to maintain social distanc-

ing; so the much more transmissible Omicron variant has an ideal envi-

ronment in which to spread … I recommend that we close our church 

halls and meeting spaces to all groups and activities at the end of Friday 

17th December.  They should remain closed until further notice. 

 

Coming to Mass 

At the moment it is not necessary to book to come to Mass.   

You can sit anywhere in the church.  Face Masks are now mandatory 

in all places of worship.  Please use the hand gel at the door and 

also when in the benches, especially before coming forward for 

Holy Communion;  if you have a smartphone, we ask that you scan 

the QR code for NHS Track and Trace either on the way in or out 

and we also ask that you observe the social distancing in each bench 

between households.     

Keeping everyone safe in Church 

Whilst our Churches are open for Mass, we don’t want people to take 

any risks, especially with the new covid ‘Omicron variant’ circulating 

and seemingly spreading much quicker than the ‘Delta variant’.  We ask 

that stay safe and that do what you can to keep others safe in church.  

If you have symptoms, or feel unwell, or someone close to you in your 

household has been poorly recently, don’t take any risks with your 

health or the health of others at Church.  If you have a cough or are 

sneezing, just stay at home until you feel better. 
 

Kneeling or sitting? 

As we now use every bench in church, it is difficult to kneel down dur-

ing Mass, if the person in the bench in front of you is sitting down, because 

that reduces the social distance between you and the person in front, 

and is best avoided.  A small price to pay for being able to open up!! 
 

Helping to Clean the Church 

Please remember that we have to clean our benches after every Mass 

or Service due to the covid pandemic.  If you can assist with the clean-

ing of our benches, it would be greatly appreciated.  We now use all 
our benches so one or two extra helpers would be welcome.  We have 

no stewards now for weekday Mass so will need volunteer cleaners.   
 

Using our Halls 

As we move forward and try to open up more, we invite those who 

wish to use our Church Halls to approach us via our Parish Offices to 

see how we may be able to accommodate your needs.  As we are still 

following diocesan covid guidelines on this matter, not every group will 

be able to meet, or will want to, but we ask that you speak to us if 

interested. 
 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both 

adults and children can be accessed at wednesday-

word.org  It is a wonderful resource for both 

parishes and for Schools to help focus on the 

forthcoming Sunday readings. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to 

contact us to make arrangements to attend the next 

Baptism Preparation Meeting to be held at St Rob-

ert’s Church in January.  We ask everyone to do 

this.  Once parents have attended this preparation 

meeting, they are asked to meet with Fr Peter (or 

Deacon Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to make 

arrangements and set a date for the Baptism.  Please note that one 

parent must be a baptised catholic for Baptism in the Catholic 

Church and it is also hoped that the catholic parent or even the 

whole family has been to Mass recently, especially as at the Baptism 

the parents will be promising to bring their child up “in the practice of 

the faith”.  
 

The Synod 2021 - 2023 

Every Catholic throughout the world is being asked to think and reflect 

about what the Synod is asking.  These questions are available in 

“The Road to Emmaus: Journeying Together” 

pdf booklet on the diocesan website.  The web-

site is www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/

synod.php and the documents are at the bottom 

of the website page.  You still have time to respond 

… If you get the chance please have a read through these questions and 

answer them if possible and send any replies in to Fr Peter via the par-

ish email address as soon as possible.  A reply from the Partnership has 

to be given to Bishop Robert at the end of February and your response 

will make up that reply. 

 

Weddings 2022 

Anyone wishing to get married in 2022, who hasn’t already contacted 

Fr Peter, or Deacon Stephen, is asked to do so as soon as possible, so 

that details of the Online Marriage Care Foccus Marriage Course can 

be passed on as soon as possible. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each day at 

9.25am, Monday to Friday before the 10am Mass. 



Newsletter by Email 

We are now printing more newsletters as more people come back to 

Mass but you could help us offset our carbon footprint by receiving the 

Newsletter by email.  If you would like to go onto our mailing list for 

the Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Peter at St Rob-

ert’s and you will be added and it will be emailed each weekend.   

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of the 2022 Northern Catholic Calendar are now on sale.  This 

Handbook for the Diocese contains information for all parishes, clergy, 

Mass Times as well as lots more information.  Price £3.00 per copy.  

Money to be placed in wall boxes at the back of church 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2022 

Trying to organise a Pilgrimage during a pandemic is not easy.  The 

proposed Pilgrimage to the Holy Land has changed once again!  Unfor-

tunately hotel prices in the Holy Land have increased and the 10-day 

Pilgrimage became very expensive, so, after some concern and a few 

discussions between Fr Peter, Tangney Tours 

(and agents in Jerusalem), we have altered the 
Pilgrimage.  It will now be an eight-night pilgrim-

age from Monday 10th - Tuesday 18th October, [4 

nights in Bethlehem, 2 nights in Tiberias and 2 nights 

in Jerusalem], flying Newcastle / Heathrow / Tel 

Aviv.  Tangney Tours will be contacting those 

who are already on their list, but anyone else 

interested should contact Clare at Tangney Tours on  01732  

886666.  There may also be a few people transferring to our pilgrimage 

from a diocesan group whose pilgrimage to the Holy Land has now 

been cancelled, so if you are interested please book as soon as possible.  

For price details please contact Fr Peter. 

 

Organ Recital 

Peter Locke will give an Organ Recital at the Cathedral Church of Saint 

Nicholas, in Newcastle, on Monday, the 20th December, at 1.05pm. The 

recital will have an Advent and Christmas theme, and will feature music 

inspired by the Gregorian Chant of the Church also.  

 

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 

Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022.  Our 

helpers are all volunteers and in order to go ahead 

successfully in 2022 we urgently need new volun-

teers to help in the kitchens, preparing food, washing 

up and clearing the dining hall.  We also need caretak-

ing staff who would be able to carry out a cleaning 

role. The work is tiring but  also fun (you would be 

joining an established and very welcoming team) and 

the young people benefit enormously from a traditional seaside type 

holiday.   The commitment can be for as little as three days a year in 

Term Time or more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or 

through the Summer Holidays.  All helpers will be  required to obtain a 

free Diocesan DBS check and some training.   If you are interested 

please visit our website  https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/

about-camp 

 

SVP Twinnage 

The local SVP conferences are twinned with areas in South Sudan and 

India and give them help. In South Sudan, we are supporting a baby 

feeding centre in Lologu and provide rations at a displaced persons 

camp.  We also run an SVP Health centre which provides free health 
care.  Conditions have been difficult this year because of floods in South 

Sudan and the impact of a coup in Sudan , in addition to the effects of 

Covid-19.  Some people already support these projects. £50 will feed a 

child for a year.  If you can help, please write a cheque to SVP Twinnage 

and hand them to Donald Marr or Gerry Harber at St Robert’s and 

they will be forwarded or to John McGinn and David Ward at St 

Bede’s.  Thank you. 

 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support refu-

gees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the following 

items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned Toma-

toes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sug-

ar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.   

Wansbeck Food Bank and Matthew Project Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St Robert’s 

Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial donations 

can also be made online] and the food bin for the Matthew 

Project is now back at St Bede’s Church.  Donations of all 

non-perishable food items are welcome to be placed into the 

bins for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

CAFOD Appeal for Afghanistan 

You may already have seen the Distsers Emergency Appeal for Afghani-

stan on TV.  CAFOD is part of this Committee and joins this appeal for 

the people of Afghanistan, where a harsh winter is setting in.   Twenty-

three million people are now unable to feed themselves daily. Whole 

regions of the country are on the brink 

of famine.   Millions have fled their 

homes, the overwhelming majority 

women and children. Temperatures 

usually reach -12℃ in Afghan winters.  

The DEC of which we’re a member are 

this week launching an Afghanistan cri-
sis appeal which you’ll see in UK broad-

cast media.   We are asking you firstly 

to join us in praying for Afghanistan.   

We know too that you are facing your 

own challenges.  But if it is within your 

parish’s capacity to do so, we would welcome donations for our Af-

ghanistan appeal.  CAFOD has worked with local partners in Afghani-

stan for many years. They and our and sister agencies are assessing 

need and responding.   We know the Catholic community will want to 

express their compassion for our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan 

who have suffered so much.  Gifts will provide food, clean water, and 

winter fuel to vulnerable families.  In Advent we open our hearts to 

welcome Jesus. As we wait in joyful anticipation, thank you for looking 

and responding to the needs of others. Let us hold the people of Af-

ghanistan in prayer before God.   With my heartfelt thanks, and my 

prayers and best wishes for this season in your parish, Jo Kitterick, 

Head of Participation and Fundraising, CAFOD 

 

Friends of the Holy Land Christmas Appeal 

The Friends of the Holy Land Christmas Appeal this year is 

aiming to help the pregnant mothers of Bethlehem, Naza-

reth and Gaza who cannot afford the proper medical care 

for the birth of their children. This Christmas in the Holy 

Land …  

 There are more mothers waiting to give birth in Bethlehem, won-

dering how they will afford their hospital stay. 

 There are believers in Nazareth needing urgent surgery that will 

destroy their family finances. 

 There are Christians in Gaza who will stop taking medications they 

can no longer afford, risking their lives. 

When Fr Peter was in the Holy Land several years ago, his group were 

informed by sisters of the Daughters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul, 

that children's bodies were rescued from massive waste bins on the 

roadside.  The babies were still alive, but were thrown away because 

they were unwanted and their families could not afford the costs of 

medical care.  People “rescued” these children from the huge roadside 

waste bins and brought them to the Hospital where the Sisters and the 

nurses and doctors gave them the chance to live and to grow up.  Can 

you help the Friends to the Holy Land Appeal this year to help people 

in similar situations? 

 

Aid to the Church in Need 

If you would like to help others around the world to benefit from a 

Christmas Gift, please check out the “Aid to the Church in Need” web-

site .  Their “Christmas Gifts of Faith” enables you to buy gifts for the 

poor and needy around the world https://

acnuk.org/our-campaigns/giftsoffaith/  Christians 

around the world are suffering and in desperate 

need.  Our range of Gifts of Faith you can help 

change their lives forever.  Your Gifts of Faith could support farming 

projects in impoverished areas of Africa; provide Transports for the 

Church to reach remote areas around the world or supply Christmas 

Parcels to Children in war-torn Syria. There are too many things to list, 

but have a look to see what you can buy and donate. 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2021 

Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses,  
with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 18th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Maria Melanowicz  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  Molly, Owen and 

                                          Patrick Ruddy (EN) 

Sunday 19th December 

Fourth Sunday Advent C 
9am Mass: Alicia Chabryck 

11am Mass: Catherine McCarthy  

 

Monday 20th December 
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Arkell and McAlroy families (AC)  

Tuesday 21st December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Deceased Members of the Dodds  

                                                 and Grey Families  

 

Wednesday 22nd December  
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  John Mills (CM)  

Thursday 23rd December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Dorothy Marr  

 

Friday 24th December 
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  

 

Friday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

8pm Christmas Vigil Mass: People of the Parish  5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass:  

                                         People of the Parish 

Saturday 25th December 

The Nativity of the Lord 

10am Mass: Christmas Day Mass: 

                                                    Beatrice Buchta  

 

Sunday 26th December 

Feast of the Holy Family 
9am Mass:  Jerome & Sylvia Thompson  

11am Mass:  People of the Parish 

 

 

Double The Love with Mary’s Meals this Christmas 

Mary’s Meals would like to thank you for your continued faithful sup-

port of our mission through your prayers, donations and 

fundraising.  “We have some wonderful news to share! From 1st 

November to 31st January, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will 

doubled by a group of generous supporters, up to £1.6m.  This 

means a gift of £15.90 will feed, not one, but two children, a life-

changing daily meal for a whole school year! Your kindness helps us bring joy 

to more than two million children in 19 countries around the world who we 

serve – including those affected by natural disasters, conflict and the ongoing 

Covid pandemic. For more information, please visit www.marysmeals.org.uk.  

Your help to reach the next hungry child is much appreciated and we wish 

you every blessing for the coming Christmas season.” 
 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be 

viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Masses 

are streamed live at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday 

and 10am Thursday, or available as a recording on the 

above Parish Youtube site anytime.  Are you able to 

assist with the tablet and laptop control for the Livestream of Masses. 

please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible.  Please note - we will not be 

livestreaming the Christmas Vigil Mass from St Robert’s, but the 10am Mass 

on Christmas Day will be livestreamed for those unable to attend Church. 

The Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 

There are several aims of the Year of the Eucharist … 

 To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of 

the Church and to gather people back. 

 To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eucha-

rist. 

 To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the 

Eucharist through the rites. 

 To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer 

and devotion of the Eucharist. 

 To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the 

Eucharist. 

Each one of us has the oppor-

tunity to achieve these aims in 

our daily lives.  During this 

Year of the Eucharist can you 

make the extra effort to attend 

daily Mass?  Can you travel to 

Morpeth or to Bedlington to 

get in an extra Mass?  Or come back to Sunday Mass and celebrate the 

Eucharist with your parish community.  Come to Saturday morning 

Mass and stay on for half an hour of quiet prayer.  Come to Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament before Mass for some quiet prayer. 


