
When we hear stories about the Holy Family we are struck by the normality of Jesus' up-

bringing.  Mary and Joseph behave like any parents of today.  Secondly we are struck by the 

love and tenderness that surrounds Jesus in his early years.  The fact that he was born in a 

stable and grew up with no great wealth doesn't seem to matter.  What matters is that Je-

sus grew up knowing that Mary and Joseph loved and cared for him. 

 

Jesus would have been brought up in a Jewish tradition, and he would not have been ex-

pected to challenge this tradition.  What is interesting for us to learn is, that by the tender 

age of twelve Jesus was developing a sense of who he really was.  When Jesus causes his 

parents much distress by becoming separated from them to stay in the temple listening to 

the teachers, he tells Mary and Joseph, "Why were 

you looking for me? Did you not know that I must 

be busy with my Father's affairs?"  Mary and Joseph 

don't quite understand what he means, but we are 

told, "Mary stored all these things in her heart."  

She had faith in her son, and she allowed him to be-

come the individual she always knew he was.  

 

Sounds easy doesn't it, yet thousands of parents to-

day must be shaking their heads.  It's not easy to let 

go and allow your child to be his or her own per-

son, especially if you see them making all sorts of 

mistakes.  Today's gospel is a lesson in parenting.  

Surround your children with love and caring.  Pass 

down all the good Christian traditions you yourself 

have learned, then have faith and allow your child to 

be the person they need to be. 

Sunday 26th December 2021 - Feast of the Holy Family 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2021 

Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses,  

with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Sunday 26th December 

Feast of the Holy Family 
9am Mass:  Jerome & Sylvia Thompson  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 27th December 
St John 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Marie Davies and Alan Nixon 

Tuesday 28th December 
The Holy Innocents 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: O’Connor and Stott Families 

 

Wednesday 29th December  
St Thomas Becket 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: McCusker and Carter Families 

Thursday 30th December 
Sixth Day in Octave of Christmas 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Intentions of Bill and Angela 

 

Friday 31st December 
Seventh Day in Octave of Christmas 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Michael Lillico 

Saturday 1st January 2022 

Mary the Mother of God 

11am Mass: Private Intention (VF) 

No Adoration or Confessions  

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Derek Bennett 

Sunday 2nd January  

2nd Sunday after Christmas  
9am Mass:  Molly McKee 

11am Mass:  People of the Pariah 

 

 

At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to 

pray for:  Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.  

Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; 

for those in hospital, recovering from or awaiting 

surgery; pray for many people who have COVID-19 

at the moment; for all who have died recently, includ-

ing Father Kevin Daly whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated on 31st December in Hebburn; for June 

Goodwin [Bedlington] whose Funeral Service 

takes place at Bedlington Cemetery on 6th January; 

for Geoff Doyle [Bedlington] whose Requiem 

Mass will be celebrated at St Bede’s Church on 7th January; for Ralph 

Marshall [Morpeth] whose Funeral Service takes place at St Robert’s 

Church on 10th January; for Michael Murphy [Bedlington] whose Req-

uiem Mass will be celebrated at St Bede’s Church on 13th January; for Fa-

ther Richard Harriott, Parish Priest of St John the Baptist, Annitsford 

who died on Wednesday; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this 

time. 
 

Christmas Thanks 

I wish you all a very happy and holy Christmas.  Thank you for the 

cards and gifts received, which are very greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you to everyone who cleaned and decorated our churches and to all 

who have contributed to our Christmas Masses, especially those 

who provided our music - to Ciaran who played at St Bede’s 

Church and Jennifer and Lynda at St Robert’s Church - and to eve-

ryone else who has made it possible for us to gather to celebrate 

our Christmas Masses. We now celebrate and give thanks to God 

for this great gift for at least the next three weeks!  Father Peter J Stott 
 

Crib Donations 

This year we will have a basket at the crib for “Crib 

Donations” which will go towards the work of the 

“Friends of the Holy” and for people in Bethlehem, 

Gaza and the West Bank.  Bishop Robert writes, “FHL 

helps the most deprived Christian families, especially those 

living around Bethlehem, in Gaza, in Israel and in Jordan. 

With no pilgrims or tourism since March 2020 and no 

government support to individuals or businesses, many 

families have lost their income and are increasingly calling 

on FHL for help. I encourage you to consider giving your crib collection this year to 

this charity”.  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

During this Christmas week, we will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment each day at 9.25am, Monday to Friday before the 10am Mass. 

New Years Day 

Please note that Mass on Saturday 1st January will be celebrated at 

11am at St Robert’s Church.  The Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church 

remains at 5.30pm. 
 

Coming to Mass  

We remain open for Mass.  Please wear a face mask, use the hand 

gel; if you have a smartphone, please scan the QR code for NHS 

Track and Trace; and observe social distancing guidelines (3ft be-

tween households/families in each bench). 
 

Helping to Clean the Church 

If anyone can assist with the cleaning of our benches after each Mass, your 

help would be greatly appreciated.  On a Sunday stewards will be present 

but we still need a couple of extra helpers please to assist. 
 

Offertory Collections 

Thank you to all who are regularly contributing to our collections at Mass 

each week.  Alternatively you can make an online BACS donation or set up 

a Standing Order for a regular payment.  Also many thanks to those who 

continue their regular Standing Orders.  Bank details and Standing Order 

forms are available by ringing the Parish Office.   
 

St Vincent de Paul Society “Twinnage” 

The local SVP conferences are twinned with areas in South Sudan and India 

and give them help.  In South Sudan, we are supporting a baby feeding cen-

tre in Lologu and provide rations at a displaced persons camp.  We also run 

an SVP Health centre which provides free health care.  Conditions have 

been difficult this year because of floods in South Sudan and the impact of a 

coup in Sudan, in addition to the effects of Covid-19.   If you can help, please 

write a cheque to SVP Twinnage and hand them to Donald Marr or Gerry 

Harber at St Robert’s and they will be forwarded; or to John McGinn and 

David Ward at St Bede’s.  Thank you. 
 

Northern Catholic Calendar 

The 2022 Northern Catholic Calendar is now on sale, price £3 per copy.   
 

“Thank You” 

Christmas is a time of blessings, but for me, 2021 is the most blessed ever.  I 

cannot express enough, my thanks to the people of St Robert’s and St 

Bede’s who have supported me throughout the year with immeasurable 

kindness and prayers during my illness and surgery.  The skill of the incredi-

ble surgeon, his team and nursing staff, were outstanding and obviously God-

given.  But equally, so the prayers, love and encouragement from you all 

have played a huge part in my recovery.  With gratitude I can never repay, I 

wish everyone a peaceful and joyous Christmas and Happy and healthy New 

Year,       Stevie Matthews. 


