
People often declare that their faith is a private and a very personal thing.  Of course our faith is very personal, but does 

that mean it should be private?  In keeping our faith private we are missing a very important opportunity.  How often has 

our own faith taken a little leap forward because of something we have heard or something we have read?  Similarly there 

may be something you have heard or learnt that would help someone else.  You might not consider yourself a theologian, 

but there might be something seemingly small that you could contribute that would make a big difference to someone else. 

 

Someone else’s testimony is the way we learn.  Without the internet, books, Catholic papers, TV documentaries, homilies 

and the testimonies of friends and family, how would we develop our faith?  Without the work of missionaries, teachers 

and parents, how would our faith have been handed from generation to generation?  Without the gospel writers, how 

would Jesus’ work and God’s word be remembered?  Without John the Baptist and the first disciples, how else would Je-

sus’ identity have been known?  Without our families, how would our faith become known through our own generations? 

 

Bearing witness is essential.  Without witnesses we would know nothing of Jesus.  Staying quiet and making religion a pri-

vate matter is simply not an option.  There are still those that would benefit from Christ’s teaching either directly or indi-

rectly.  If Christianity is something very important to us, why be reticent about sharing it?  If bearing witness to Christ can 

change lives, shouldn’t we make our voices ever more persistently heard by friends, neighbours, family, politicians, commu-

nity leaders TV producers and anyone else with the willingness and the know-how to bring about change? 

 

Like John, we are called in our baptismal promises to be witnesses to the work of Christ.  We are called to be witnesses in 

every circumstance of our lives. 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2022 

For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution;  

may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 1st January 2022 

Mary, the Mother of God 

11am Mass: Private Intention (VF)  

 

5.30pm Mass: Derek Bennett 

Sunday 2nd January  

2nd Sunday after Christmas 
9am Mass: Molly McKee 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Elsie Rose Lowe  

 

Monday 3rd January  

The Holy Name of Jesus 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Andrew Wright 

Tuesday 4th January 

Weekday before Epiphany 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Beatrice Buchta (D&VS)  
 

Wednesday 5th January  

Weekday before Epiphany 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Kelvin Keddy 

Thursday 6th January  

The Epiphany of the Lord 

12.30pm Mass: People of the Parish 10.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

2.00pm Funeral Service:  June Goodwin (Bedlington Cemetery) 

Friday 7th January 

Weekday after Epiphany 

 10am Requiem Mass: Geoff Doyle 

Saturday 8th January 

Weekday after Epiphany  

11am Mass: Private Intention (VF) 

No Adoration or Confessions  

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: John Carter 

Sunday 9th January  

The Baptism of the Lord 
9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Jim McKee 

12.30pm Baptism: Benjamin Thomas Shenk  

 

 

At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to 

pray for:  Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.  

Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; 

for those in hospital, recovering from or awaiting 

surgery; pray for many people who have COVID-19 

at the moment; for all who have died recently, in-

cluding June Goodwin [Bedlington] whose Fu-

neral Service takes place at Bedlington Cemetery on 6th January; for Geoff 

Doyle [Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Bede’s 

Church on 7th January; for Ralph Marshall [Morpeth] whose Funeral 

Service takes place at St Robert’s Church on 10th January; for Michael 

Murphy [Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St 

Bede’s Church on 13th January; for Father Richard Harriott, Parish 

Priest of St John the Baptist, Annitsford who died recently; and for all whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Crib Donations: go towards the work of the “Friends of the 

Holy Land” helping the most deprived Christian families, espe-

cially those living around Bethlehem, in Gaza, and in Jordan. 

With no pilgrims or tourism since March 2020 and no govern-

ment support to individuals or businesses, many families have 

lost their income and are increasingly calling on FHL for help. 

Please support if able to. 
 

Helping to Clean the Church:  If anyone can assist with the cleaning of 

our benches after each Mass, your help would be greatly appreciated.  On a 

Sunday stewards will be present but we still need a couple of extra helpers 

please to assist. 
 

Offertory Collections for St Robert’s 

Plate collections for December (G/A and non-G/A) £1,544.36 

Standing Orders / Bank transfers for December  £3,545.92 

Christmas Offerings     £675.87 

Christmas Crib for “Friends of the Holy Land”  £107.50 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: We will have Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament each day this week for half an hour before Mass, except 

on Friday when we have a Requiem Mass at Bedlington. 
 

Partnership Mass: to celebrate the Feast of St Benet Biscop will be cele-

brated on Wednesday 12th January at 7pm St Bede’s Church, Bedlington. 

Minister of Holy Communion needed:  Is a Minister of Holy Commun-

ion available to take Holy Communion out on a regular basis please in Mor-

peth?  Please speak to Fr Peter if able to respond. 
 

Feast of the Epiphany:  The Feast of the Epiphany will be cele-

brated on Thursday 6th January.   There will be Mass at 10.00am 

at St Bede’s and 12.30pm at St Robert’s on Thursday. 
 

Baptism Meeting cancelled:  As we are unable to use our Hall, the next 

Meeting of the Baptism Preparation, scheduled for 13th January, has been 

cancelled. 
 

Coming to Mass: We remain open for Mass.  Please wear a face mask, use 

the hand gel; if you have a smartphone, please scan the QR code for NHS 

Track and Trace; and observe social distancing guidelines (3ft between 

households/families in each bench). 
 

Thanks: Thank you from Sandra and Stephen Boulter for the cards, mes-

sages and gifts we received at Christmas. We hope that everyone will enjoy 

a happy and peaceful 2022. God bless!  Stephen and Sandra. 
 

Invitation to come back:  I offer this invitation to those who have not  

yet ventured back to Church, to do so at the beginning of this New Year.  If 

you are going out shopping, if you are going into the supermarkets, if you 

are going out to pubs and restaurants for meals, we invite you also to come 

back to church.  If you can go to those other places, is it really the corona-

virus that is stopping you coming back to church?  Or is there another rea-

son why you haven't come back to worship with us?  We think we are prob-

ably one the safest of all of these places to sit in!!  In particular I want to 

reach out to all families who have stopped coming to church, and as families, 

I would love to have you back.  We need the families of our parish here 

with us because your families are the future of our parish community.  

Without our usual congregation, we are slowly fading away!  I urge parents 

and children and young people to discuss together the benefits of coming 

together to Mass and to pray together.  If it’s thought of as ‘boring’, as 

young people might say, what can you bring to us here to make it less bor-

ing?  We are not here to ‘entertain’, but to pray and worship together and 

its my role to encourage us all to come together in prayer.  If we do noth-

ing, our parish community will die off and that is what we do not want.  Our 

church is open, but we have a few covid-safe guidelines to follow, as you 

may have heard about!!  As we start a new year, come back and join us for 

Mass. 


