
God still speaks to us today. It would not make sense for God to go to all the trouble of sending Jesus to 

die for us, and then simply leave us floundering without any sense of current direction.  Obviously, God 

speaks in the words of scripture. We find God in creation, in the sacraments, and in the authentic teach-

ing voice of the Church. 

 

But God generally uses other people to get through to us.  Our litanies of saints recall long lists of names 

who over the centuries have led by their example, have acted as prophets and spokespeople, have given 

inspiration and encouragement to their fellow Christians seeking to live up to the demands of the gospel. 

 

For the people of Jesus' time it was John the Baptist who acted as a pointer to Christ.  It was he who 

marked Jesus out as the one who was to come into the world to save it. In fact, his own words were that 

he was to become less in order that Jesus might become greater. John was a visible sign to all around that 

Jesus was someone special. 

 

What about today?  Where would you look to find those people who 

are the modern day prophets?  Where in the world would you expect 

to find men and women whose lives herald the fact that our only hope 

for life lies in the person of Jesus the saviour?  It's easy to point to in-

ternational figures.  Mother Teresa would come close to the top of any 

poll, as would various popes, or archbishops who speak out against 

corrupt political regimes, Maximilian Kolbe who gave his life in a con-

centration camp, popular social activists, and civil rights campaigners 

like Martin Luther King.  But people whose lives bear witness to the 

coming of Christ are also found on our doorsteps. They live lives which 

are not particularly glamorous. They include shopkeepers, doctors, 

parents, teachers, children, clergy, farmers, nurses and even double-

glazing salesmen! 

 

In Advent we have a chance to look around ourselves and to ask 

where the John the Baptists are today. Who gives the lead in our part 

of the world? Who points to Christ in our society?   But most im-

portantly, what sort of John the Baptist do I make for those who share 

my life? 

Sunday 5th December 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent 
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At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for:  

Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers.  Please pray for 

those we know who are unwell, as well as the many who 

have no one to pray for them; for those in hospital, recov-

ering from or awaiting surgery; pray for many people who 

have COVID-19 at the moment; for Father Kevin Daly 

who is very poorly; for all who have died recently, including 

Father Peter Smith, resident in the Little Sisters of the Poor; and for all 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Offertory Collections 

Thank you to all who are regularly contributing to our collec-

tions at Mass each week.  Alternatively you can make an 

online BACS donation or set up a Standing Order for a regu-

lar payment.  Also many thanks to those who continue their 

regular Standing Orders.  Bank details and Standing Order 

forms are available by ringing the Parish Office.  The November Church 

Collections (6th, 13th, 20th, 27th Nov) at St Robert’s amounted to 

£1,640.04 and the Standing Orders & Bank Transfers were £3,751.92 

 

Online Donations Now Accepted 

You are now able to make donations to your parish online via the diocesan 

website.  Single donations using this system are very easy.   

1. Log on to the Diocesan website, www.diocesehn.org.uk 

2. Click on DONATE at the top of the front page of the website.  

Several different options appear of who to make a donation to.   

3. Scroll down to “Search for Location”. 

4. Type the name of the place you are looking for eg “Morpeth” or 

“Bedlington” and the details will appear underneath your typed 

search.   

5. Click DONATE and follow the onscreen instructions.    

This money goes directly into Central Diocesan Funds and will be allocated 

on a later date to the Parish Deposit Account.  To set up regular donations 

on this system you have to have a “MyGivingHub”  Account, so it is proba-

bly easier to contact the Parish Office to set up a Standing Order / Gift Aid. 

 

Coming to Mass 

As diocesan guidelines for attending Mass have been eased, it is no longer 

necessary to book to come to Mass.  You can now sit anywhere in the 

church.  All that is asked is the use of hand gel, a face cover-

ing and if you have a smartphone, that you scan the QR code 

for NHS Track and Trace and that you keep the social dis-

tancing in each bench between households.  One other point to 

note is that it is now difficult to kneel down during Mass, if the 

person in the bench in front of you is sitting down, because that 

reduces the social distance between you and the person in front, and is best avoid-

ed. 

 

Helping to Clean the Church 

If anyone can assist with the cleaning of our benches used during Mass, your 

help would be greatly appreciated.  Now that we are fully open, all benches 

have to be cleaned, instead of the few that were open, so one or two extra 

helpers would be welcome. 

 

Resuming Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist, and as our churches reopen, it 

seems appropriate to resume our daily weekday Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament.  So we will resume Adoration from 

9.25am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at St Bede’s Church 

and on Tuesday and Thursday at St Robert’s Church.  Full de-

tails on the back page. 

 

Resuming the Rosary 

We will resume the praying of the Rosary on a Saturday morning before 

10am Mass at St Robert’s Church. 

 

Using our Halls 

As we move forward and try to open up more, we invite those who wish to 

use our Church Halls to approach us via our Parish Offices to see how we 

may be able to accommodate your needs.  As we are still following diocesan 

covid guidelines on this matter, not every group will be able to meet, or will 

want to, but we ask that you speak to us if interested. 

 

Young People’s Prayer Session 

Father Peter has set time aside for prayer for young people aged 16 - 25+ 

over the last six months.  There will be another opportunity for prayer on 

Monday evening at 7.00pm for approximately one hour for 

those who might like to come along.  St Robert’s Church, 

Monday 6th December, 7pm.  Adoration, Rosary, Quiet 

Time, opportunity for Confession, Benediction 

Advent Service 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to come to a Service to 

celebrate Advent, to be held at St Robert’s Church on Saturday 18th De-

cember at 2pm, for about 40 minutes.  “The Advent season is a time 

of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming 

at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas.  

From the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by Jesus’ 

promise to come back.  But the scripture readings during Advent tell us not 

to waste our time with predictions. Advent is not about speculation.  Our 

Advent readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and dis-

tracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36).  Like Lent, the liturgical 

colour for Advent is purple since both are seasons that prepare us for great 

feast days.  Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of 

preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas”. 

(USSCB website) 
 

Advent Alms for St Cuthbert’s Care 

This Advent, we ask you to consider supporting St Cuthbert’s Care. Our 

charity provides frontline registered care services for people with complex 

disabilities, residential homes and fostering for young people and two Cath-

olic nursing homes for older people.   All Advent donations will help to 

purchase gifts for all our residents in our care this Christmas, along with 

new electronic devices to help our older residents keep pace with our 

digitised world.   Your support is precious to us and helps us to continue to 

provide outstanding care and peace of mind to families.  Thank you so 

much.   Envelopes for Advent Alms can be put into the Offertory Baskets / 

Bags or through the Presbytery Door. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to make 

arrangements to attend the next Baptism Preparation Meeting to be held at 

St Robert’s Church in January.  This is not optional.  Once 

parents have attended this preparation meeting, they are 

asked to meet with Fr Peter (or Deacon Stephen if for St 

Bede’s Church) to make arrangements and set a date for the 

Baptism.  Please note that one parent must be a baptised 

catholic for Baptism in the Catholic Church and it is also 

hoped that the catholic parent or even the whole family has been to 

Mass recently, especially as at the Baptism the parents will be promising to 

bring their child up “in the practice of the faith”.  
 

Bonus Ball at St Robert’s 

Many congratulations to Veronica Shearer who won £25 on this 

week's Bonus Ball with number 9 
 

Repairs at St Bede’s Church and Presbytery 

The new Church lighting is now complete.  Lighting that is 29 years old 

cannot be expected to last forever so, the old, expensive to repair lighting, 

has been replaced with all “LED” lighting in the Church.  Some further light-

ing and electrical work was carried out in the Presbytery.  We also had to 

replace the Central Heating boiler in the Presbytery.  All the works have 

come to just under £11,000.00.  We must now complete further work to 

the outside of the Church following the storm last weekend and some work 

outside in the Car Park to the gable wall of the Presbytery.  All this work is 

expensive, especially compared to what we receive in the collection basket 

each Saturday evening.  If you can help in any way towards these costs, it 

would be greatly appreciated.  Speak to Father Peter for more information 

if needed. 

 

St Bede’s School Mass 

Father Peter will be hopefully celebrating Mass in St Bede’s School on Friday 

this week.  Unfortunately it is not possible to invite parents or parishioners 

to attend because of the covid guidelines for the school and because of 

these guidelines, not all classes will be present.  Father Peter will also bless 

the “Bambinelli” for the school cribs. 

 

Confirmations - Final Reminder 

This is a final reminder to those wishing to be confirmed to collect and 

complete a form from Father Peter this week. 

 

The Year of St Joseph 

The Year of St Joseph, called by Pope Francis last December comes 

to an end on Wednesday 8th December, the Feast of the Immacu-

late Conception. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the Newsletter please send 

your email address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will be added and it 

will be emailed each weekend.  Please feel free to print off copies for your-

self and if possible print and pass them on to others. 



The Synod 2021 - 2023 

Six people from St Robert’s Parish and two people from St Bede’s Parish 

attended the Parish Meeting on Monday evening to discuss the questions 

posed by the Synod that Pope Francis has called.  It was a very disappointing 

turnout, yet this was the opportunity for you to have your thoughts heard.  

Every Catholic throughout the world is being asked 

to think and reflect about what the Synod is asking.  

These questions are available in “The Road 

to Emmaus: Journeying Together” pdf book-

let on the diocesan website.  The website is 

www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/synod.php 

and the documents are at the bottom of the 

website page.  You still have time to respond … If 

you get the chance please have a read through these questions and answer 

them if possible and send any replies in to Fr Peter via the parish email 

address as soon as possible.  A reply from the Partnership has to be given 

to Bishop Robert at the end of February and your response will make up 

that reply. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday read-

ings, for both adults and children can be accessed at 

wednesdayword.org  It is a wonderful resource for 

both parishes and for Schools to help focus on the forthcoming Sunday 

readings. 

 

Care Assistants Required 

St Joseph’s Home in Newcastle is a large residential care home for the el-

derly run by The Little Sisters of the Poor in Newcastle, with over 100 staff.  

Full and Part-time Hours available.  Shifts are 8am-3pm, 3pm-9pm.  Excel-

lent rates of pay.  For more information please 

contact Lee-Marie Thornley on 07856256095 

or email lee.marie@lsplondon.co.uk 

 

Double The Love with Mary’s Meals this Christmas 

Mary’s Meals would like to thank you for your continued faithful support of 

our mission through your prayers, donations and fundraising.  “We have 

some wonderful news to share! From 1st November to 31st 

January, every gift given to Mary’s Meals will doubled by a 

group of generous supporters, up to £1.6m.  This means a gift 

of £15.90 will feed, not one, but two children, a life-changing 

daily meal for a whole school year! Your kindness helps us bring 

joy to more than two million children in 19 countries around the 

world who we serve – including those affected by natural disas-

ters, conflict and the ongoing Covid pandemic. For more information, please vis-

it www.marysmeals.org.uk. We have also been gifted a beautiful free Nativity 

script by bestselling author Frank Cottrell-Boyce and his wife Denise, which may be 

of interest for schools or children’s liturgy groups or maybe as a fun activity for 

families. Your help to reach the next hungry child is much appreciated and we 

wish you every blessing for the coming Christmas season.” 

 

CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue 

Copies of the CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue are now available at the back 

of our Churches.  This catalogue is also available online at 

cafod.org.uk/worldgifts  New gifts this year include Energy 

Saving Stove £9, Safe place to call home £175, The Real 

Advent Calendar £4.50, Forest school £40, Fight fires in the Amazon £18, 

Restore the rainforest £719, Fantastic fisherfolk £73.  These gifts really help 

those less fortunate than ourselves.  Have a look at the catalogue or online 

to see what’s available!  Time is running short for these gifts … deadline is 

15th December; if you want to buy any of these please do so as soon as 

possible. 

 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage  

Preparations are beginning for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes from 

Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022.  It is hoped that pilgrims will be 

able to travel together as a Diocese once more.   In order 

to aid the planning stages, it would be helpful if you could 

indicate your interest in travelling to Lourdes in July 2022 

and state if you would be willing to offer any help or volun-

teer for any of the roles that support the smooth running 

of the Pilgrimage.  Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an ‘expression 

o f  i n t e r e s t ’  f o r m  o r  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  w e b s i t e 

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

If there is something troubling you, if you feel affected by the difficulties 

around us with coronavirus, or trying to “get back to normal” or if there is 

any other issue troubling you that you need to talk to someone about, the 

number is Northumberland Listening Service  07732 980740 

Aid to the Church in Need 

If you would like to help other around the world benefit from a Christmas 

Gift, please check out the Aid to the Church in 

need website .  Their “Christmas Gifts of Faith” 

enables you to buy gifts for the poor and needy 

around the world https://acnuk.org/our-

campaigns/giftsoffaith/  Christians around the 

world are suffering and in desperate need. Our range of Gifts of Faith you 

can help change their lives forever.  Your Gifts of Faith could support farm-

ing projects in impoverished areas of Africa; provide Transports for the 

Church to reach remote areas around the world or supply Christmas Par-

cels to Children in war-torn Syria. There are too many things to list, but 

have a look to see what you can buy and donate. 

 

Reminder to Readers at Mass  

When reading at Mass, you are asked to read from the Lectionary, not the 

Mass Book or Misallette, so it is important to check the Lectionary before 

Mass begins, to make sure everything is set for you to read the correct 

readings.  Secondly, it is ten years since the instruction to omit “This Is” was 

introduced.  Please try to remember to say only “The Word of the Lord”. 

The following note from three weeks ago may also be helpful … 

 Firstly, the Word of God should be proclaimed from the Lectionary 

on the lectern, not from your Sunday/weekday missal or other 

device, (unless you need to use some other device) 

 When reading you don’t need to say: “The first/second reading is a 

reading from…” All you need to say is: “A reading from (e.g. the 

prophet Isaiah”).  

 At the end of the reading it is ended with: The Word of the Lord  

(please note that this changed in 2010!) 

 For the Psalm, you only need to read the response - you don’t need 

to say - “the response to the psalm is…”  

 After the second reading there is no need to say: “Please stand to 

greet the gospel” the fact the Gospel acclamation is sung is the 

invitation for people to stand.  

 When it comes to the prayers of the faithful (intercessions) begin 

moving from your seat towards the end of the Creed, so that you 

are at the lectern by the time the Creed finishes. 

 

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 

Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022.  Our helpers 

are all volunteers and in order to go ahead successfully in 2022 we urgently 

need new volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing 

food, washing up and clearing the dining hall.  We also 

need caretaking staff who would be able to carry out a 

cleaning role. The work is tiring but  also fun (you would 

be joining an established and very welcoming team) and 

the young people benefit enormously from a tradition-

al seaside type holiday.   The commitment can be for as 

little as three days a year in Term Time or more if you 

are able to help on multiple weeks or through the Summer Holidays.  All 

helpers will be  required to obtain a free Diocesan DBS check and some 

training.   If you are interested please visit our website  https://

www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/about-camp 

 

Weddings 2022 

Anyone wishing to get married in 2022, who hasn’t already contacted Fr 

Peter, or Deacon Stephen, is asked to do so as soon as possible, so that 

details of Online Foccus Marriage Course can be passed on as soon as pos-

sible. 

 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations of Food and Toilet-

ries to support refugees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the 

following items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned To-

matoes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits (Single packets 

are easier for us to distribute than tins or biscuit collections.) Rice (Preferably not 

microwave rice, as not everyone will have access to a microwave. Standard sized 

rice bags ideally).  Sugar (Please continue to collect. Standard 1kg size bags 

ideally).  Sweet Treats; Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, 

Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.   

 

Wansbeck Food Bank and Matthew Project Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St 

Robert’s Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial 

donations can also be made online] and the food bin for the 

Matthew Project is now back at St Bede’s Church.  Dona-

tions of all non-perishable food items are welcome to be 

placed into the bins for those less fortunate than ourselves. 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2021 
Catechists: Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word of God: may they be its witnesses,  

with courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Year of  
St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  in you Mary placed her trust;  

with you Christ became man.  

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 4th December 
St Osmund 

 5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: John & Catherine McGinn 

Sunday 5th December 

Second Sunday Advent C 
9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 6th December 
Weekday of Advent / St Nicholas 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Jim Craik 

Tuesday 7th December 
Weekday of Advent / St Ambrose  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:   Beatrice Buchta (PS) 

 

Wednesday 8th December  
The Immaculate Conception of BVM 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Craik and Freel Families 

Thursday 9thDecember 
Weekday of Advent / St Juan Diego 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Marie and Nick Sutcliffe 

 

Friday 10th December 
Weekday of Advent / Our Lady of Loreto 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Cox and Hogg Families  

Saturday 11th December 
Weekday of Advent / St Damasus 

9.40am:  The Rosary 

10am Mass: Paul McCole 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: In Thanksgiving (FS) 

Sunday 12th December 

Third Sunday Advent C 
9am Mass: Ted Lewington 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Masses are streamed 

live at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am Thursday, or available as a recording on the above Parish YOUTUBE site 

anytime.   If anyone else wishes to be involved in controlling the livestream during Mass on a Sunday or at either of the weekday 

Masses, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible.   

Are you able to assist with the tablet control and laptop for the Livestream of Masses.  If you are able to help at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 

10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

The Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 

There are several aims of the Year of the Eucharist … 

 To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of the Church and to gather people back. 

 To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eucharist. 

 To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the Eucharist through the rites. 

 To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer and devotion of the Eucharist. 

 To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the Eucharist. 

Each one of us has the opportunity to achieve these aims in our daily lives.  During this Year of the Eucharist can you make the extra effort to attend daily 

Mass?  Can you travel to Morpeth or to Bedlington to get in an extra Mass?  Or come back to Sunday Mass and celebrate the Eucharist with your parish 

community.  On a Saturday we also have Adoration after Mass.  Come to Saturday morning Mass and stay on for half an hour of quiet prayer. 


