
If you were in Jesus’ shoes and you were about to grab the world’s attention with your first miracle, what 

might that first miracle be?  Might you reverse global warming or end third world poverty? Jesus’ first mira-

cle was to turn water into wine at the Wedding of Cana.  To many it seems a frivolous kind of miracle 

something akin to a party trick, but John relates the miracle with good reason.  John's gospel is quite differ-

ent in character from the other three.  It's written in a very symbolic style, and it doesn't follow the same 

order, or record the same stories as the others.  St. John is concerned in showing us signs, which gradually 

reveal the glory of God through Jesus. The author seems to be mainly interested in the significance of the 

deeds of Jesus.  

 

So what is the significance of this miracle?  John writes, 

"This is written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief you 

may have life in his name."  Suddenly confronted with 

enough wine to swim in, the disciples had no choice but 

to begin to believe in who Jesus really was.  Neither 

would the symbolism have been lost on the people of the 

time.  It was the people’s belief that at the time of salva-

tion God would provide a table for feasting for his serv-

ants and a cup that would never run dry.  In short, the 

substance of the sign was of no consequence at all; it was 

the message the sign conveyed that was all-important. 

 

The symbolism we read in this first miracle speaks of an 

old religion bogged down with oppressive rules and laws 

liberated by a new faith governed by love, compassion, 

joy, generosity, and abundance.  Being a Christian is a very 

serious business, and as Christians we are asked to ad-

dress life and death issues, but that doesn’t mean we 

should trudge around with long pious faces.  Jesus fre-

quently likens the Kingdom of God to a feast, so smile…. 

the changing of water to wine is a sign of better things to 

come. 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2022 

For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution;  

may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 15th January 2022 
Weekday  

10am Mass: No Intention 

 

5.oopm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: June Goodwin (PB) 

Sunday 16th January  

2nd Sunday of the Year 

9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 17th January  
Weekday 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Winnie Deane and Family (E&EN) 

Tuesday 18th January 
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: No Intention 

 

Wednesday 19th January  
Weekday 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Michael Murphy 

Thursday 20th January  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Tom & Anne Reape  

 

Friday 21st January 
St Agnes 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Special Intention (AC) 

Saturday 22nd January 
Weekday 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: No Intention 

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions [until 11am] 

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 23rd January  

3rd Sunday of the Year 
9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: No Intention 

12.30pm Baptism: Callum Gemino-Brown and Adam Brown  

 

 

At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for Peace on Earth; 

Openness to the Word of God; Christian Unity; The Sick abd those who 

Care for them; Victims of Trafficking and Those who work to comfort 

them; The Unemployed:  Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for those in hospital, 

recovering from or awaiting surgery; pray for many people who have 

COVID-19 at the moment; for all who have died recently, including Doro-

thy McEvoy (Westgate, Morpeth) whose Funeral Service takes place on 

Thursday 27th January at St Robert’s Church; and for all whose anniver-

saries occur at this time. 
 

Minister of Holy Communion needed: One minister has already of-

fered to help with this but if there was a second, the role would be easier.  

Is another Minister of Holy Communion available to take Holy Communion 

out on a regular basis please in Morpeth?  Please speak to Fr Peter if able to 

respond. 
 

Confirmation Programme: begins on Monday 28th February at St Bede’s 

Church, Bedlington at 6.30pm. Ant latecomers want to register … contact 

Fr Peter 
 

Coming to Mass: We remain open for Mass.  Please wear a face mask, (a 

legal requirement) use the hand gel; if you have a smartphone, please scan the 

QR code for NHS Track and Trace; and observe social distancing guidelines 

(3ft between households / families in each bench). 
 

SVP Collection at end of Mass: The SVP collection box will return at 

the end of Mass to help support the work of the SVP.  While you have re-

sponded generously with the SVP appeal for food for Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers in recent months, and this continues, the SVP also needs funds to 

be able to pay for their Twinnage schemes across the world.  If you can 

support the work of the SVP it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Church Cleaning at St Robert’s Church:  If anyone would like to join 

the normal church cleaning rotas, please let us know by contacting the par-

ish office. 
 

White Flower Appeal:  This weekend the Society for 

the Protection of Unborn Children hold their Annual 

White Flower Appeal.  This years’ appeal is aimed at protecting Pro-Life 

Speech to allow pro-life students to speak freely at universities, to allow 

people to speak freely about abortion and to defend all pro-life speech with-

out being restricted by those who think their pro-choice voice is louder. 

Peace Sunday:  Today is Peace Sunday and Pope Francis asks us to think 

about ‘Education, work and dialogue between generations: tools for building 

lasting peace’.  The need for peace in the world is obvious.  People are 

struggling against violence and conflict, growing inequalities, the effects of 

climate change and the covid pandemic. How can we harness the gifts and 

energy of all generations in the work of peace-making?  Which ‘tools for 

building lasting peace’ do you think Pope Francis might be talking about?  In 

this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in ‘Pax Christi’, 

which does a great deal of good work to promote peace and nonviolence 

through parishes, schools and social media.  Their website suggests many 

ways we can all become better peacemakers.  There are activities for fami-

lies to do at home, including a peace liturgy for young children. https://

paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2022  Pax Christi needs our support to keep 

going so if you’d like to make a donation, here is the link: https://tinyurl.com/

yxfcw67x 
 

Diocesan Health and Safety Vacancy: The Diocese is looking to ap-

point a Health and Safety Officer to co-ordinate and manage all aspects of 

health and safety across the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. This will 

include, but is not limited to, ensuring that all Diocesan personnel are kept 

safe and that Diocesan properties and projects, and the associated activities 

are safe and without risk as far as is reasonably practicable. Full-time, perma-

nent.  Closing date for applications is 27th January.   

Diocesan Department of Education Vacancy: A vacancy has arisen for 

the appointment of a Senior Administrator in the Department for Education 

in Newcastle. Closing date for applications is Monday 31st January.  For fur-

ther information and details of how to apply please visit the website 

www.diocesehn.org.uk or contact HR on  0191 243 3301 
 

Christian Unity Week - 18th -25th January 2022:  ‘We Saw His Star in 

the East’.  Materials for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been 

prepared by the churches of the Middle East.  Serving the Gospel today 

requires a commitment to the human being, especially the poorest, the 

weakest and those marginalised.  It requires from the churches transparency 

and accountability in dealing with the world, and with each other.  This 

means churches need to cooperate to provide relief to the afflicted, to wel-

come the displaced, to relieve the burdened, and to build a just and honest 

society. This is a call for churches to work together so that young people 

can build a good future according to God’s heart, a future in which all hu-

man beings can experience life, peace, justice, and love.  Nothing has been 

arranged for local communal prayer, so perhaps you could use the material 

personally  … ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022 


