
Everyone loves listening to a great orator.  Everyone appreciates an 

orator’s ability to captivate and inspire audiences with powerful and 

motivational speeches.  Great speeches create a sense of purpose 

and continuity. Successful orators recognise that great truths can be 

remembered best by one small quote.  Keeping things short and suc-

cinct will make one's words more memorable than a great big ram-

bling speech.  Then of course it takes a big personality to put the 

weight of truth and integrity behind his or her words. 
 

When Jesus is invited to stand up and preach back at his own 

hometown synagogue he chooses his reading with care.  What Jesus 

chooses to read is to be a statement about his own mission priori-

ties.  He chooses to speak of social injustice.  “The Spirit of the Lord 

is upon me,” he reads, “… because he has anointed me to proclaim 

glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind, free-

dom to the oppressed.”  Then Jesus points to himself as the fulfilment 

of the ancient prophecy before handing back the scroll and sitting 

down.  Jesus has obeyed all the rules of public speaking, he has con-

sidered the purpose of his reading, chosen words that will best con-

vey his purpose, and delivered them powerfully and succinctly. 

 

How will Jesus’ listeners respond to his claim?  Today’s reading 

doesn’t give us the listeners’ response, so we have time to imagine 

what our own response would have been.  Would we have been in-

spired and motivated to hear Jesus speak these words?  Would we 

suddenly see the ancient prophecy as just that, an ancient prophecy, 

or as mission to be fulfilled under Jesus’ exciting new leadership? Can 

we hear the poetry of these words resonating two thousand years 

later?   

Sunday 23rd January 2022 - Third Sunday Year C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishes of the St Benet Biscop Partnership, Northumberland 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter J Stott 
St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth, NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 
St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service  07732 980740 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word of God; 

Christian Unity; The Sick and those who Care for them; 

Victims of Trafficking and Those who work to comfort 

them; The Unemployed:  Please pray for those we know 

who are unwell, as well as the many who have no one to 

pray for them; for those in hospital, recovering from or 

awaiting surgery; pray for many people who have COVID-19 at the 

moment; for all who have died recently, including Dorothy McAvoy 

(Westgate, Morpeth) whose Funeral Service takes place on Thursday 

27th January at St Robert’s Church; for Vince Allison (Bedlington) 

whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated on 11th February at St Bede’s 

Church; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Offertory Collections 

Many thanks to everyone who is making regular donations to our Of-

fertory Collections or paying by BACS or Standing Order.  Your gener-

osity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Diocesan Levy 
Every Parish must make a contribution to the Diocesan Accounts for its 

Diocesan Levy and is based on the annual income received.  St Robert’s 

must pay £14,605.31 and St Bede’s must pay £4,555.38.  This amount 

is calculated not on last year’s income but on the parish income of 

2019/2020. 

 

COVID Guidelines and Coming to Mass 

We remain open for Mass.  Whilst the UK Government is easing re-

strictions throughout the country, our Diocesan Guidelines remain in  

place until we are informed otherwise.  Please continue to wear a face 

mask when coming to Church, use the hand gel; if you have a 

smartphone, please scan the QR code for NHS Track and Trace; and 

observe social distancing guidelines (3ft between households / families 

in each bench). 

 

If you have COVID or symptoms of it 

You are invited back to Mass but obviously you have to have common 

sense about the spread of the virus.  So if you have tested positive for 

the coronavirus, or someone very close to you has, you should not 

attend church until your period of isolation has ended and you have 

two negative lateral flow tests.  In this way we can continue to keep 

church a safe place for all those who do attend. 

 

Our Churches are open 

Someone said recently that they didn't know churches were now open!  

In fact, St Bede’s Church officially reopened in July 2020, and St Rob-

ert’s Church reopened in September 2020!  There were a few occa-

sions when we were closed, as the virus was a real threat to the NHS, 

but we have been eopen for a long time.  I have also been told that 

people are unsure about returning to Church!  And yet children are 

back at school, parents are, on the whole, back at work, people are 

shopping in supermarkets and local shops, socialising in pubs and res-

taurants, attending sporting events and mingling with others in so many 

ways, even attending Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.  And yet they 

are still unsure about coming to Church for Sunday Mass, where the 

church is probably one of the safest places because of the covid-safe 

measures we follow.  I fear it is going to take some time to get the 

message across to many people that we are open and safe.  I have also 

asked our schools, through their newsletters, to let people know we 

are open.  Can you help to tell others that we are open for Sunday 
Mass?   

 

Sunday of the Word of the Lord 

A couple of years ago, Pope Francis declared the Third Sunday of the 

Year (today) as the Sunday of the Word of the Lord.  Today Pope Fran-

cis will be celebrating Mass in the Vatican and will 

confer the Ministry of Lector (Reader) and Cate-

chist on both men and women for the very first 

time.  This day is meant to be a day in which we 

focus on God’s word as being so important for 

us and for our daily lives.  Indeed, as we hear in 

todays first reading, the people burst into tears on hearing God’s word, 

so profound was it for their daily lives.  We pray for all who read and 

proclaim God’s word for us, for all who preach and teach, and for all 

who inspire us to follow the word of the Lord in all that we do. 

SVP Collection at end of Mass 

The SVP collection box will return at the end of Mass to help support 

the work of the SVP.  While you have responded generously with the 

SVP appeal for food for Refugees and Asylum Seekers in recent months, 

and this continues, the SVP also needs funds to be able to pay for their 

Twinnage schemes across the world.  If you can support the work of 

the SVP it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Church Cleaning at St Robert’s Church 

If anyone would like to join the normal church cleaning rotas at St Rob-

ert’s Church, please let us know by contacting the parish office. 

 

Diocesan Health and Safety Vacancy 

The Diocese is looking to appoint a Health and Safety Officer to co-

ordinate and manage all aspects of health and safety across the Diocese 

of Hexham and Newcastle. This will include, but is not limited to, en-

suring that all Diocesan personnel are kept safe and that Diocesan 

properties and projects, and the associated activities are safe and with-

out risk as far as is reasonably practicable. Full-time, permanent.  Clos-

ing date for applications is 27th January.   
 

Diocesan Department of Education Vacancy 

A vacancy has arisen for the appointment of a Senior Administrator in 

the Department for Education in Newcastle. Closing date for applica-

tions is Monday 31st January.  For further information and details of 

how to apply please visit the website www.diocesehn.org.uk or contact 

HR on  0191 243 3301 

Christian Unity Week - 18th -25th January 2022 

‘We Saw His Star in the East’.  Materials for the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity have been prepared by the churches of the Middle East.  

Serving the Gospel today requires a commitment to the human being, 

especially the poorest, the weakest and those marginalised.  It requires 

from the churches transparency and accountability in dealing with the 

world, and with each other.  This means churches need to cooperate 

to provide relief to the afflicted, to welcome the displaced, to relieve 

the burdened, and to build a just and honest society. This is a call for 

churches to work together so that young people can build a good fu-

ture according to God’s heart, a future in which all human beings can 
experience life, peace, justice, and love.  Nothing has been arranged for 

local communal prayer, so perhaps you could use the material personal-

ly  … ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022 

 

Is God calling you to be a Priest?   

The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an 

overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern 

whether God is calling them to the Priesthood from 

Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to Saturday 26th 

February (after lunch). It will be held at Minsteracres 

Retreat Centre, Minsteracres, Consett, DH8 9RT and will cost £50 

(including meals and accommodation).  Spaces are limited.  Please con-

tact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a place or for more information: voca-

tionspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk   01670 812 200.  Bookings to be 

made by Thursday 10th February. 



Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to 

contact us to make arrangements to attend the next 

Baptism Preparation Meeting to be held at St Bede’s 

Church in February.  Once parents have attended this 

preparation meeting, they are asked to meet with Fr 

Peter (or Deacon Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to 

make arrangements and set a date for the Baptism.  

Please note that one parent must be a baptised catholic for Bap-

tism in the Catholic Church and it is also hoped that the catholic 

parent or even the whole family has been to Mass recently, espe-

cially as at the Baptism the parents will be promising to bring their child 

up “in the practice of the faith”.  

 

Preparation for First Confession and Holy Communion 

Preparation for First Confession and Holy Communion will take place 

in  our two schools and we are very grateful to the members of staff - 

Mr Sutcliffe and Mrs McCarron - who are leading 

this.  But an important part of the preparation 

also means that the children preparing for these 
two sacraments should be attending church reg-

ularly.  We invite all children and families to 

come to Church and to use the “Passport” that has been sent to the 

School for the children for them to have signed every time they attend 

Sunday Mass.   

 

Confirmation Programme 

There will be an initial Meeting for Candidates and Parents on Monday 

14th February at 6.30pm St Bede’s Church, Catholic Row, Bed-

lington, NE22 6HS and then …  

28th February Session 1 Baptism     

7th March  Session 2 Church    

4th March Session 3 Spirit and Gifts of the Spirit    

21st March Session 4 Witness      

28th March  Session 5 The Ceremony/Rite and its symbols  

All meetings will begin at 6.30pm 

Friday 1st April 2022 - Confirmation Mass at 7pm at St Bede’s Church. 

Any latecomers who want to register … please contact Fr Peter as 

soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both adults 

and children can be accessed at wednesday-

word.org  It is a wonderful resource for both 

parishes and for Schools to help focus on the 

forthcoming Sunday readings. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
We will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each day at 

9.25am, Monday to Friday before the 10am Mass.  A great op-

portunity to worship the Lord. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

We are now printing more newsletters as more 

people come back to Mass but you could help us 

offset our carbon footprint by receiving the News-

letter by email.  If you would like to go onto our 

mailing list for the Newsletter please send your 

email address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will 

be added and it will be emailed each weekend.   

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of the 2022 Northern Catholic Calendar are now on sale.  This 

Handbook for the Diocese contains information for all parishes, clergy, 

Mass Times as well as lots more information.  Price £3.00 per copy.  

Money to be placed in wall boxes at the back of church 

 

Holy Island Vinnie Camp 2022 

Holy Island Camp will be running holidays for children in 2022.  Our 

helpers are all volunteers and in order to go ahead successfully in 2022 

we urgently need new volunteers to help in the kitchens, preparing 

food, washing up and clearing the dining hall.  We also need 

caretaking staff who would be able to carry out a cleaning 

role. The work is tiring but also fun (you would be joining an 

established and very welcoming team) and the young people 

benefit enormously from a traditional seaside type holiday.  

The commitment can be for as little as three days a year in Term 

Time or more if you are able to help on multiple weeks or through the 

Summer Holidays.  All helpers will be required to obtain a 

free Diocesan DBS check and some training.   If you are interested 

please visit our website https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/
about-camp 

 

SVP Twinnage 

The local SVP conferences are twinned with areas in South Sudan and 

India and give them help. In South Sudan, we are supporting a baby 

feeding centre in Lologu and provide rations at a displaced 

persons camp.  We also run an SVP Health centre which 

provides free health care.  Conditions have been difficult this 

year because of floods in South Sudan and the impact of a 

coup in Sudan , in addition to the effects of Covid-19.  Some people 

already support these projects. £50 will feed a child for a year.  If you 

can help, please write a cheque to SVP Twinnage and hand them to 

Donald Marr or Gerry Harber at St Robert’s and they will be forward-
ed or to John McGinn and David Ward at St Bede’s.  Thank you. 

 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support refu-

gees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the following 

items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned Toma-

toes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sug-

ar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.   
 

Wansbeck Food Bank and Matthew Project Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St Robert’s 

Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial donations can also 

be made online] and the food bin for the Matthew Project is at the back 

of St Bede’s Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are 

welcome to be placed into the bins for those less fortunate than our-

selves. 
 

Afghanistan Crisis Appeal 

The people of Afghanistan are in desperate need of help. When the 

Taliban took over Afghanistan in August, life for people there deterio-

rated rapidly. Afghan families are in urgent need of humanitarian assis-

tance: food, water and shelter.  CAFOD will be supporting Afghans 

who have urgent humanitarian needs over the coming months – both 

within Afghanistan and in neighbouring countries – whilst also continu-

ing to provide longer-term support.  You can donate online at 

www.cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Afghanistan-Crisis-

Appeal 
 

Friends of the Holy Land 

Please lend Friends of the Holy Land your voice! As we are now return-

ing to worship and school, FHL need advocate volunteers to speak on 

their behalf in churches, schools and elsewhere within their local area.  

In the last 22 months, lockdown pressed the 'pause' button on all their 

usual activities; so many opportunities to make such presentations were 

missed meaning so many new potential supporters did not hear their 

message. So, we need your help now to get out and about and share 

our mission with renewed vigour - so many in the Holy Land are relying 

on us.  You do not need to be an experienced public speaker to get 

involved, just someone who understands the FHL vision and wants to 

help others connect with the Holy Land.  We provide the resources 

and a mentor to get you started. We can also set appointments for you; 

we just need you to lend us your voice!   https://bit.ly/3667JFi  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3667JFi%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3e9ufUxIqL7Z7AyqEiy9yvQWH2s9xHiGL03x3C8tiu-KLAOBRHZOFZny4&h=AT1kxe4xieFEzbh43u0YChwcDDn-wIkuGISZlLGMLCd4VUKYidIsEESHEuCz-EqZ8PE9pw3PXsjjSZjQ5LIksCl_iUXLskL84EWFFuQlOGRMG7PWT6C9neX-fA


 

.Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre [IRC] 

A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held outside the barrier to 

the Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre since August. During the 

last few weeks, women have been moved into the Centre which is now 

England’s main IRC for women and will eventually detain 80 women 

who are seeking asylum. The prayer vigils will continue  -  both to pray 

for the women and to stand in solidarity with them.  As a faith commu-

nity, we are called to witness to justice and compassion. Please partici-

pate in the prayer vigil if you can. The next dates planned are Sunday 

6th February, Sunday 6th March and Sunday 3rd April. The vigil begins 

at 3.00pm and the short prayer service incorporates a time of silence. 

The postcode for the centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 

6QY. To avoid disruption to local residents, park away from the site if 

you can. If you are unable to join in person, please join in prayer from 

home at 3.00pm. For more information, contact Liz Archi-

bald  at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 
 

New Readers Rota 

The New Readers’ rota for St Robert’s has been sent out by email.  If 

you have not received it please contact the Parish Office.  Please note 

that from February, we will have two readers at each Mass once again.  

If unable to read, please arrange your own swap. 

The Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 

There are several aims of the Year of the Eucharist … 

 To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of 

the Church and to gather people back. 

 To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eu-

charist. 

 To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the 

Eucharist through the rites. 

 To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer 

and devotion of the Eucharist. 

 To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the 

Eucharist. 

Each one of us has the opportunity to achieve 

these aims in our daily lives.  During this Year 

of the Eucharist can you make the extra effort 

to attend daily Mass?  Can you travel to Mor-

peth or to Bedlington to get in an extra Mass?  

Or come back to Sunday Mass and celebrate the Eucharist with your 

parish community.  Come to Saturday morning Mass and stay on for 

half an hour of quiet prayer.  Come to Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment before Mass for some quiet prayer. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 22nd January 
Weekday  

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Holy Souls  

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions [until 11am] 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: George and Ellen Arkle  

Sunday 23rd January  

3rd Sunday of the Year 

9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Mary Nicholson 

 

Monday 24th January  
St Francis de Sales 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Vincent Allison  

Tuesday 25th January 
The Conversion of St Paul 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Hunter Family  

 

Wednesday 26th January  
St Timothy and St Titus 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Deceased Members Monaghan Family  

Thursday 27h January  
St Angela Merici 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Pat Horrax 

11.15am Funeral Service: Dorothy McAvoy 

 

Friday 28th January 
St Thomas Aquinas 

 
NO MASS TODAY 

Saturday 29th January 
Weekday 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Freda Davis  

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions [until 11am] 

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Patrick Ruddy  

Sunday 30th January  

4th Sunday of the Year 
9am Mass: Holy Souls  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Rosie Yeoman 

 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2022 

For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution;  

may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Masses are streamed live 

at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am Thursday, or available as a recording on the above Parish YOUTUBE site anytime.  

Are you able to assist with the tablet control and laptop for the Livestream of Masses.  If you are able to help at the 9am Mass on a 

Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 
 

Consent for the Live streaming 

Please note: we are obliged to make everyone aware that Livestreaming is taking place at St Robert’s Church.  As some people may appear on screen 

during Mass we have to inform you that if you are a Reader, an Altar Server, or a Minister of Holy Communion, and you appear on 

screen you must be informed that that is happening in St Robert’s Church because “If a person is potentially identifiable from their image 

being captured on a recording / stream at Mass, this is possibly personal data and Data Protection regulations apply”.    Posters in church 

display this information also. 


