
Now when all the people were baptised, and when Jesus also had been baptised 

and was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 

in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 

the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

This is a great moment for Jesus, a moment when he receives affirmation from God his Father.  For 

the rest of us it is also a momentous occasion.  This is the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and a 

promise of great things to follow.  What a shame that our own baptisms aren’t as momentous.  At 

best we might have got a party, though of course we were far too young to share the sausage rolls and 

champagne.  Perhaps there’s a bit of video footage somewhere in the loft, but it’s not likely that we 

got doves from heaven or God’s voice from the clouds.  This doesn’t however make our baptism un-

important. 

 

Jesus’ baptism came at the start of his public ministry and marked a new beginning for us all.  The story 

invites us to look at our own beginnings in light of Jesus’ ministry.  What have we made of our lives so 

far?  Is there anything we can point to that we feel might have particularly pleased God?  Perhaps we 

have done nothing to please God.  Perhaps we have made rather a rocky start.  Perhaps we haven’t 

done much to be proud of at all.  It doesn’t matter; coming so close to the beginning of the year, this 

feast day is a perfect invitation to start again. 

 

The second thing we learn from this gospel reading is that Jesus was not 

alone; he was enabled by the Holy Spirit who descended in the bodily form 

of a dove.  The really exciting news is that according to John, we too re-

ceive the Holy Spirit in our baptism.  We are not alone in our struggles.  

We too are enabled.  That’s a genuinely powerful belief. 

 

As we begin yet another new year, we set about facing our challenges with 

a renewed courage and a renewed faith in the Holy Spirit.  We begin again 

with an appreciation that our baptism is more than just a distant childhood 

memory. 

Sunday 9th January 2022 - The Baptism of the Lord 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for January 2022 

For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution;  

may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 8th January 2022 

Weekday after Epiphany  
10am Mass: No Intention 

 

5.oopm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: John Carter 

Sunday 9th January  

The Baptism of the Lord 

9am Mass: People of the Parish  

11am Mass: Jim McKee 

12.30pm Baptism: Benjamin Thomas Shenk  

 

Monday 10th January  
Weekday 

2.15pm Funeral Service: Raff Marshall 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Owen and Dorothy Tomlinson 

Tuesday 11th January 
St Aelred of Rieuvaulx 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: No Intention 

 

Wednesday 12th January  

St Benet Biscop 

 7.00pm: Intentions of Pat and Martin Gales 
(Partnership Mass) 

Thursday 13th January  
Weekday 

 11.45am Requiem Mass: Michael Murphy 

Friday 14th January 
Weekday 

  

Saturday 15th January 

Weekday after Epiphany  

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: No Intention 

10.30am: Adoration and Confession until 11am 

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: June Goodwin 

Sunday 16th January  

2nd Sunday of the Year 
9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

 

At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for Peace on 

Earth; Openness to the Word of God; Christian Unity; The Sick abd 

those who Care for them; Victims of Trafficking and Those who work 

to comfort them; The Unemployed:  Please pray for those we know 

who are unwell, as well as the many who have no one to pray for them; 

for those in hospital, recovering from or awaiting surgery; pray for many 

people who have COVID-19 at the moment; for all who have died re-

cently, including Raff Marshall [Morpeth] whose Funeral Service 

takes place at St Robert’s Church on 10th January at 2.15pm; for Mi-

chael Murphy [Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated 

at St Bede’s Church on 13th January at 11.45am; for Father Richard 

Harriott, Parish Priest of St John the Baptist, Annitsford.  Father Har-

riott will be received into Church on Thursday at 7pm and his Requiem 

Mass will be celebrated at Annitsford on Friday 14th January at 12noon; 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Offertory Collections for St Bede’s 

Church Collections for the month of December: £434.75  

Christmas Offerings (Christmas Eve collection): £396.90  

Standing Orders / Bank Transfers:    £1,122.00 
 

Partnership Mass: to celebrate the Feast of St Benet Biscop will be 

celebrated on Wednesday 12th January at 7pm St Bede’s Church, Bed-

lington.  All Welcome. 
 

Changes to Masses this week:  Please note that there are a few 

changes to Mass  this week- Wednesday is an evening Mass for the Part-

nership; on Thursday we have a Requiem Mass at St Bede’s Church and 

on Friday there is no Mass at St Bede’s Church, because of Father Har-

riott’s Requiem at Annitsford. 
 

Baptism Meeting cancelled:  As we are unable to use our Hall, the 

next Meeting of the Baptism Preparation, scheduled for 13th January, 

has been cancelled. 
 

Minister of Holy Communion needed:  Is a Minister of Holy Com-

munion available to take Holy Communion out on a regular basis please 

in Morpeth?  Please speak to Fr Peter if able to respond. 
 

Confirmation Programme: begins on Monday 28th February at St 

Bede’s Church, Bedlington at 6.30pm. 

Coming to Mass: We remain open for Mass.  Please wear a face mask, 

(a legal requirement) use the hand gel; if you have a smartphone, please 

scan the QR code for NHS Track and Trace; and observe social distanc-

ing guidelines (3ft between households / families in each bench). 
 

Invitation to come back:  I offer this invitation to those who have 

not  yet ventured back to Church, to do so at the beginning of this New 

Year.  If you are going out shopping, if you are going into the supermar-

kets, if you are going out to pubs and restaurants for meals, we invite 

you also to come back to church.  If you can go to those other places, is 

it really the coronavirus that is stopping you coming back to church?  

Or is there another reason why you haven't come back to worship with 

us?  We think we are probably one the safest of all of these places to sit 

in!!  In particular I want to reach out to all families who have stopped 

coming to church, and as families, I would love to have you back.  We 

need the families of our parish here with us because your families are 

the future of our parish community.  Without our usual congregation, 

we are slowly fading away!  I urge parents and children and young peo-

ple to discuss together the benefits of coming together to Mass and to 

pray together.  If it’s thought of as ‘boring’, as young people might say, 

what can you bring to us here to make it less boring?  We are not here 

to ‘entertain’, but to pray and worship together and its my role to en-

courage us all to come together in prayer.  If we do nothing, our parish 

community will die off and that is what we do not want.  Our church is 

open, but we have a few covid-safe guidelines to follow, as you may 

have heard about!!  As we start a new year, come back and join us for 

Mass. 
 

Message from John Ratcliff:  Thankfully I am home after spending a 

number of weeks in both Cramlington & Freeman Hospitals. In that 

time I underwent a number of procedures & a couple of operations.  

Throughout that time I was made aware of all the prayers, good wishes 

and cards directed my way, by you the parishioners of St Roberts. I 
thank you all. I also thank Father Peter, Deacon Stephen and Father 

Sebastian who prayed for me and attended to my spiritual needs. I am 

now able to say that all these prayers, from whoever, worked!  In time, 

I hope to be well enough to join you in the flesh, as it were and cele-

brate Mass with you all back in church, as it should be. In the meantime, 

God bless you all and Happy New Year!  John Ratcliff 


