
It is tempting to think that today's gospel is about rushing about to see how many people we can convert.  

The wider implication holds a deeper meaning.  Jesus is telling us that when we are feeling broken and dis-

heartened, God is there to put us back on track. 

 

• A relationship has hit rock bottom, and although we agree to go to counselling, in our heart of hearts we can’t 

believe that there is a way forward. 

•  We have stuck in the same job for years, a job that was once fruitful, but has now become an exercise in going 

through the motions.  

• Someone we have loved has died and taken with them any hope of the bright future we once lived for.  Sudden-

ly there is no light at the end of the tunnel. 

 

We have all been in situations like these.  We all know what it's like to 

face loss or the pain of defeat.  We know that picking ourselves up is 

difficult …. impossible even.  The last thing we want to do is to try 

again.  To try again would only result in further pain and further disap-

pointment.  Peter must have felt something like this when he spent all 

night fishing only to pull up empty nets.  When Jesus tells him to put 
out into deeper water and lay down the nets again, Peter is sceptical.  

The last thing he wants to do is set himself up for further defeat, but he 

trusts Jesus enough to give it one more try.  The rest of the story is an 

inspiration.  Peter catches more fish than his net can carry.  He recog-

nises the hand of God and immediately feels unworthy.  "Leave me 

Lord," he says, "I am a sinful man."  Fortunately Jesus is not worried 

that Peter is a sinner, he can see Peter's true worth. 

 

What if God was to notice your worth?  What if he worked a miracle in a part of your life where you 

thought all was lost?  Would you recognise God's hand, and would you give him credit?  Being a fisher of men 
doesn't necessarily mean notching up conversions like an award winning sales man.  Being a fisher of men 

means letting other people know how your faith has helped you through difficulties.  Being a fisher of men 

means letting other people know that God could put their lives back on track.  We need to trust in God and 

recognise his helping hand. 
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At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for 

Peace on Earth; Openness to the Word of God; Christian 

Unity; The Sick and those who Care for them; Victims of Traf-

ficking and Those who work to comfort them; The Unem-

ployed:  Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for those in hospi-

tal, recovering from or awaiting surgery; pray for many people who 

have COVID-19 at the moment; for all who have died recently, includ-

ing Vince Allison (Bedlington) whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated 

on 11th February at St Bede’s Church; and for all whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

 

Offertory Collections 

Many thanks to everyone who is making regular donations to our Of-

fertory Collections or paying by BACS or Standing Order.  Your gener-

osity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Recent Collections 

Very many thanks to all who have contributed to recent collections at 

St Bede’s Church … 
Friends of the Holy Land Crib Offerings ... £122.00 

SPUC White Flower Appeal ...   £58.71 

 

Legacy Donation 

This week, St Robert’s Parish received a cheque from a 

local solicitors firm dealing with the Estate of Ellen 

Young who died in October 2020. We are extremely 

grateful to have received a cheque for £60,470.00 from 

Ellen Young’s estate.   

 

Donations to Parish Funds 

St Robert’s Parish has also received two donations in the last two 

weeks of £1,000.00 each.  Very many thanks to those parishioners 

who made these donations.  They are very greatly appreciated. 

 

Queen Elizabeth’s 70th Jubilee 

Today (6th February) marks the 70th Anniversary of Queen 

Elizabeth II.  It marks the date in 1952 when her father, King 

George VI, died unexpectedly when then Princess Elizabeth 

was just 25.  While this meant that she became Queen, the 

event was met with a period of mourning, so her coronation 

didn’t come until over a year later, in June 1953.  While offering prayers 

on the anniversary of the death of the King, we also give thanks and 

congratulate Queen Elizabeth on a most remarkable anniversary, as this 

is the first time a UK monarch has marked a platinum jubilee. 

 

Outdoor Rosary for Our Lady of Lourdes 

Friday I1th February is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.  

Father Peter will lead an outdoor Rosary at the Grotto at 

St Robert’s, at 7pm on Friday evening, and we may even 

sing a hymn or two to mark the occasion.  Come along and 

join in the prayer for half an hour.  The statue of Our Lady 

in the Grotto was brought back from Lourdes at the end of 

a Diocesan Pilgrimage and then placed in our Grotto. (Bring a seat for 

comfort and a warm coat) 
 

World Day of the Sick 

“Thirty years ago, Saint John Paul II instituted the World Day of the 

Sick (on the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes) to encourage the people of 

God, Catholic health institutions and civil society to be increasingly 

attentive to the sick and to those who care for them.  We are grateful 

to the Lord for the progress made over the years in the particular 

Churches worldwide. Many advances have been made, yet there is still 

a long way to go in ensuring that all the sick, also those living in places 

and situations of great poverty and marginalization, receive the health 

care they need, as well as the pastoral care that can help them experi-

ence their sickness in union with the crucified and risen Christ. May the 

Thirtieth World Day of the Sick help us grow in closeness and service 

to the sick and to their families.”   

Taken from Pope Francis’s Message for the 30th World Day of the Sick 

 

Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 

An invitation from the Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Diocesan Hos-
pitalité: All are welcome to a Mass at St Aloysius, Hebburn on 11th Feb-

ruary at 7pm to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes which is 

also World Day of Prayer the Sick.  

Adoration 

It is a great witness and very encouraging to see so many peo-

ple attending Adoration before weekday Mass.  Some days 

there are almost 30 people at Adoration, which is incredibly 

encouraging.  This time of Adoration is a wonderful opportuni-

ty for us to be able have some quiet time in prayer. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to make 

arrangements to attend the next Baptism Preparation Meeting to be held 

at St Bede’s Church this week.  Once parents have attended 

this preparation meeting, they are asked to meet with Fr 

Peter (or Deacon Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to make 

arrangements and set a date for the Baptism.  Please note 

that one parent must be a baptised catholic for Baptism 

in the Catholic Church and it is also hoped that the catholic parent 

or even the whole family has been to Mass recently, especially as at 

the Baptism the parents will be promising to bring their child up “in the 

practice of the faith”.  
 

Preparation for First Confession and Holy Communion 

An important part of the this preparation means that the children prepar-

ing for these two sacraments should be attending church regularly.  We 

invite all children and families to come to Church and to use the 

“Passport” that the children have received and for them to have it signed 

every time they attend Sunday Mass.   
 

St Robert’s First Confession & Holy Communion Preparation 

First Holy Communion sessions for Year 4 children at St 

Robert’s will be held straight after school, with pick up at 

4.15pm on the following dates:   Wednesday 2nd March, 

23rd March, and 4th May  
 

Confirmation Programme 

There will be an initial Meeting for Candidates and Parents on Monday 

14th February at 6.30pm St Bede’s Church, Catholic Row, Bedling-

ton, NE22 6HS and then …  

28th February Session 1 Baptism   

7th March  Session 2 Church   

4th March Session 3 Spirit and Gifts of the Spirit    
21st March Session 4 Witness    

28th March  Session 5 The Ceremony/Rite and its symbols  

All meetings will begin at 6.30pm 

Friday 1st April 2022 - Confirmation Mass at 7pm at St Bede’s Church.  

Any latecomers who want to register … please contact Fr Peter as soon 

as possible. 
 

Latest COVID Guidelines and Coming to Mass 

• Hand sanitiser - please use on entry to Church, before coming 

forward for Holy Communion and also at any time you move 

around Church, eg after checking the Lectionary or lighting can-

dles and returning to your bench 

• Face coverings - all those attending church, including Baptisms and 

Funerals, are encouraged to wear a face covering, not only for 

your own benefit but to protect those near you in Church.   

Please do not touch your face covering before receiving Holy Commun-

ion!   

• NHS Test and Trace – The Government is still encouraging cer-

tain venues, including places of worship, to keep a record of 

those attending to support the NHS Test and Trace programme. 

In our churches you can check in by scanning the NHS QR code 

poster via their NHS COVID-19 app.  

• Communion is recommended to be distributed in the hand but 

those who wish to receive on the tongue may do so at the end of 

Holy Communion.  [There should be care on the part of the priest to avoid 

physical contact with the hand or the tongue of the communicant when distrib-
uting Holy Communion. In the event of contact / contamination the minister 

should sanitise their hands before further distribution]. 
 

If you have COVID or symptoms of it 

You are invited back to Mass but obviously you have to have common 

sense about the spread of the virus.  If you have tested positive for the 

coronavirus, or someone very close to you has, you should not attend 

church until your period of isolation has ended and you have two nega-

tive lateral flow tests.  In this way we can continue to keep church a safe 

place for all those who do attend. 



Parish Synod Meeting 

We are holding a Parish Synod Meeting (a joint meeting for 

both St Bede’s and St Robert’s Parishioners) to explain what 

will be put forward to the Partnership and to the Bishop as 

part of our input, so that the Bishop can prepare his report.  

Members of the Parish Council are asked to be present.  The meeting 

will be held on Monday 7th February at 7pm in St Robert’s Church Hall, 

Morpeth. 

 

Partnership Synod Meeting 

There will be a meeting of the Partnership Representatives 

at St Bede’s Church Hall on Thursday 10th February at 7pm 

to discuss the Partnership Response on the Synod 2023.  In 

a change of procedure, this plan will then be put forward to 

a Vicariate Meeting (all three Northumberland Partnerships) for form one 

Vicariate Report and this will then go forward to the Lay Forum who 

will then condense it into one report from five vicariates!  Will it sur-

vive intact or will the nature of the report be lost? 

 

SVP Collections 
The SVP collection box helps support the work of the SVP, especially in 

raising funds to be able to pay for their Twinnage schemes across the 

world, as well as other local people who are supported.  If you can 

support the work of the SVP it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

SVP Twinnage 

The local SVP conferences are twinned with areas in South Sudan and 

India and give them help. In South Sudan, we are supporting a baby 

feeding centre in Lologu and provide rations at a displaced persons 

camp.  We also run an SVP Health centre which provides free health 

care.  Conditions have been difficult this year because of floods in South 

Sudan and the impact of a coup in Sudan , in addition to the effects of 

Covid-19.  Some people already support these projects. £50 will feed a 

child for a year.  If you can help, please write a cheque to SVP Twinnage 

and hand them to Donald Marr or Gerry Harber at St Robert’s and 

they will be forwarded or to John McGinn and David Ward at St 

Bede’s.  Thank you. 

 

Is God calling you to be a Priest?   

The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an overnight retreat for 

men aged 18+ to discern whether God is calling them to the Priest-

hood from Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to Saturday 26th February 

(after lunch). It will be held at Minsteracres Retreat Centre, Minstera-

cres, Consett, DH8 9RT and will cost £50 (including meals 

and accommodation).  Spaces are limited.  Please contact Fr 

Shaun Purdy to book a place or for more information: voca-

tionspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk   01670 812 200.  

Bookings to be made by Thursday 10th February. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday read-

ings, for both adults and children can be accessed at 

wednesdayword.org  It is a wonderful resource for both parishes and 

for Schools to help focus on the forthcoming Sunday readings. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

We are now printing more newsletters as more people come 

back to Mass, but you could help us offset our carbon foot-

print by receiving the Newsletter by email.  You will receive 

the e-version newsletter on a Friday evening rather than wait-
ing for the paper copy at Sunday Mass.  Email us with your details. 

 

Northern Catholic Calendar 

Copies of the 2022 Northern Catholic Calendar are now on sale.  This 

Handbook for the Diocese contains information for all parishes, clergy, 

Mass Times as well as lots more information.  Price £3.00 per copy.  

Money to be placed in wall boxes at the back of church 

 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support refu-

gees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the following 

items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned Toma-

toes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sug-

ar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, 

Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.   

Wansbeck Food Bank and Matthew Project Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St Robert’s 

Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial donations can also 

be made online] and the food bin for the Matthew Project is at the back 

of St Bede’s Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are 

welcome to be placed into the bins for those less fortunate than our-

selves. 

 

Afghanistan Crisis Appeal 

The people of Afghanistan are in desperate need of help. When the 

Taliban took over Afghanistan in August, life for people there deterio-

rated rapidly. Afghan families are in urgent need of humanitarian assis-

tance: food, water and shelter.  CAFOD will be 

supporting Afghans who have urgent humanitarian 

needs over the coming months – both within Af-

ghanistan and in neighbouring countries – whilst also 

continuing to provide longer-term support.  You can donate online at 

www.cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Afghanistan-Crisis-

Appeal 

 
Friends of the Holy Land 

Please lend “Friends of the Holy Land” your voice! As we are now re-

turning to worship and school, FHL needs advocate volunteers to speak 

on their behalf in churches, schools and elsewhere within their local 

area.  In the last 22 months, lockdown pressed the 'pause' button on all 

their usual activities; so many opportunities to make such presentations 

were missed meaning so many new potential supporters did not hear 

their message. So, we need your help now to get out and about and 

share our mission with renewed vigour - so many in the Holy Land are 

relying on us.  You do not need to be an experienced public speaker to 

get involved, just someone who understands the FHL vision and wants 

to help others connect with the Holy Land.  We provide the resources 

and a mentor to get you started. We can also set appointments for you; 

we just need you to lend us your voice!   https://bit.ly/3667JFi  

 

Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre [IRC] 

A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held outside the barrier to 

the Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre since August. During the 

last few weeks, women have been moved into the Centre which is now 

England’s main IRC for women and will eventually detain 80 women 

who are seeking asylum. The prayer vigils will continue  -  both to pray 

for the women and to stand in solidarity with them.  As a faith commu-

nity, we are called to witness to justice and compassion. Please partici-

pate in the prayer vigil if you can. The next dates planned are Sunday 

6th February, Sunday 6th March and Sunday 3rd April. The vigil begins 

at 3.00pm and the short prayer service incorporates a time of silence. 

The postcode for the centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 

6QY. To avoid disruption to local residents, park away from the site if 

you can. If you are unable to join in person, please join in prayer from 

home at 3.00pm. For more information, contact Liz Archi-

bald  at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 

 

Marys Meals 

In recent weeks Marys Meals has begun helping children in Yemen, serv-

ing nutritious food at school to children there. Life is very difficult for 

people in Yemen, with the ongoing conflict heavily impacting the coun-

try’s economy and causing high levels of poverty and food insecurity.  

This includes more than 11 million children.  The serving of our daily 

nutritious meal encourages children back into the security of the class-

room.  Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, founder, says: “Given that Yemen 
can be described as the biggest humanitarian crisis in the world, and so 

many children are suffering, we are delighted to begin serving our daily 

school meals there – meeting the immediate need of the hungry child 

and, crucially, at the same time, enabling their education.”    In Yem-

en, they are serving substantial and nutritious pitta bread sandwiches, 

filled with various ingredients to suit local tastes alongside fruit and 

vegetables, to more than 4,000 children at four schools.  If you wish to 

make a donation to Mary’s Meals go online marysmeal.co.uk and if you 

donate before 31st January, your donation will be doubled. 

 

Programming and Playing of Electronic Hymnal 

We are looking for someone at St Bede’s Church to 

take on the programming of hymns and playing of them via our elec-

tronic hymnal at our Saturday evening Masses.  Singing with accompani-

ment makes it much easier!  If you can help please let Fr Peter know. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3667JFi%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3e9ufUxIqL7Z7AyqEiy9yvQWH2s9xHiGL03x3C8tiu-KLAOBRHZOFZny4&h=AT1kxe4xieFEzbh43u0YChwcDDn-wIkuGISZlLGMLCd4VUKYidIsEESHEuCz-EqZ8PE9pw3PXsjjSZjQ5LIksCl_iUXLskL84EWFFuQlOGRMG7PWT6C9neX-fA


 

The Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 

There are several aims of the Year of the Eucharist … 

• To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of 

the Church and to gather people back. 

• To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eu-

charist. 

• To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the 

Eucharist through the rites. 

• To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer 

and devotion of the Eucharist. 

• To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the 

Eucharist. 

Each one of us has the opportunity to achieve these aims 

in our daily lives.  During this Year of the Eucharist can 

you make the extra effort to attend daily Mass?  Can you 

travel to Morpeth or to Bedlington to get in an extra Mass?  Or come 

back to Sunday Mass and celebrate the Eucharist with your parish com-

munity.  Come to Saturday morning Mass and stay on for half an hour 

of quiet prayer.  Come to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament before 

Mass for some quiet prayer. 
 

Catholic Women's League 

The Catholic Women's League at St Robert’s will meet on Tuesday 8th 

February in St Robert’s Church Hall from 10.30am—12noon.  If you are 

not a member of the CWL, but would like to become one, so as to enjoy the 

social events to be organised in the future, please speak to any member of 

the CWL for further information. 

Children's Liturgy Group 

The Children's Liturgy Groups at both St Bede’s and St Robert’s 

Churches are planning to resume in a few weeks time, 

if all adults involved are happy with this and if all par-

ents are happy about their children attending!  Natural-

ly we have to make sure that all those involved have-up

-to date DBS paperwork, as it is almost two years 

since the groups last met.  If there are parishioners 

wishing to get involved with this who are not currently 

involved, please let us know as soon as possible so that the necessary 

paperwork for DBS checks can be sorted.  We need both leaders and 

assistants for children's liturgy.  Speak to Fr Peter if interested. 

 

Racial Justice Sunday 

Next Sunday is Racial Justice Sunday.  There will be a Retiring Collec-

tion.   Those who have boxes of envelopes will find that there is a spe-

cial collection envelope for this purpose. 

 

Women's World Day of Prayer 

The Women's World Day of Prayer has been prepared by the Christian 
women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, with the theme “I 

know the plans I have for you”.  A service will be held 

to celebrate this  on 4th March at 2pm at St James’ 

Church, Morpeth.  Refreshments will be available after 

the Service.  Anyone wishing to join the Choir and 

Music Group, is invited to rehearsals on 18th and 25th 

February 2022 at 11am at St James’ Church. 

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 5th February 
St Agatha 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Holy Souls 

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions [until 11am] 

12.30pm Baptism Finlay Harrison & Akita Watanabe  

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Owen Ruddy 

Sunday 6th February   

5th Sunday of the Year 

9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Holy Souls 

 

Monday 7th February  
Weekday 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Geoff Doyle 

Tuesday 8th February 
St Josephine Bakhita 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Ken Wilson  
9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 9th February  
Weekday 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Vince Allison 

Thursday 10th February  
St Scholastica 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Betty Dymond  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 11th February 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

7.00pm Rosary at the Grotto 10am Requiem Mass: Vince Allison 

Saturday 12th February 
 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Eddie & Mildred Cosgrove (MM)  

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions [until 11am] 

5.00pm Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 13th February  

6th Sunday of the Year 
9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Louisa Miriam Treacy 

 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for February 2022 

For religious sisters and consecrated women:  We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women;  

thanking them for their mission and their courage; may they continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times. 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Masses are 

streamed live at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am Thursday, or available as a recording on the above 

Parish YOUTUBE site anytime.  Are you able to assist with the tablet control and laptop for the Livestream of 

Masses.  If you are able to help at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or 

Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 


