
A farmer has a lucky year and finds himself with an abundant crop.  He decides to tear down his barns and build bigger ones 

in which to store it.  In the meantime, he decides to take a well earned rest, eating drinking and making merry, confident 

that his future is financially secured.  “You fool,” says, God, “this very night your life is being demanded of you.”  

 

Does the parable seem a little harsh?  The farmer seemed an honest 

enough character.  He wasn’t making money from an illegal activity.  He 

simply seemed to be enjoying the benefits of a bumper harvest.  Any 

one of us could have an unexpected windfall.  Any one of us could en-

joy a lottery win, a tax refund or an unexpected inheritance. It would 

be considered prudent in most circles that we invest the proceeds.  It is 

drummed into us from an early age to save for a rainy day or to pay 

into a pension plan in order to cater for our twilight years.  Any one of 

us could be the farmer in today’s reading.  Was his behaviour so very 

wrong? 

 

There’s an often misquoted proverb.  It reads, “Money is the root of all evil.”  Of course it should read, “The love of money 

is the root of all evil.”  Jesus isn’t advising us not to work hard or not to earn money.  Jesus is probably not encouraging us 

to avoid planning for our old age.  Jesus is certainly not promoting that we spend money in a big hurry because tomorrow 

we might be dead.  The famer is a fool, not because he builds bigger barns, that’s a farmer’s job, but because he thinks he can 

manage the future.  Worse, he believes that his money and his money alone can safeguard his future.  He is great at manag-

ing his money, but not great at managing his soul.  Too late, he learns this truth at death’s door. 

 

The message is simple and comes in the last line of the reading.  There is absolutely no point storing up treasures if you are 

not rich towards God.  Being rich towards God is the only worthwhile pension policy, because at the end of the day, you 

can’t take your money with you and you certainly can’t buy your way into heaven. 

 

If we are financially well off, being rich towards God will mean sharing our wealth.  

If we are successful business people we must make sure our businesses benefit 

our communities and those on the margins of our communities.  If we are not 

well off, being rich towards God will mean sharing our time and our skills.  What-

ever age you are, it’s not too late to start investing in God’s pension plan! 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for August 2022 
Small Businesses: We pray for small and medium sized businesses; 

in the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their communities.  

Please take this Newsletter home with you so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for: A 

Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews; Those who 

suffer Persecution, Oppression and Denial of Human Rights, Europe; 

Human Life; and Seafarers:  Please pray for those we know who are 

unwell, as well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for 

those in hospital; for all who have died recently, remembering for 

Joan Ford (Morpeth) whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated on 4th August 

at St Robert’s Church; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Offertory Collections: 23rd / 24th July 2022 

St Bede’s £183.65 ; St Robert’s £487.22 

 

Parish Standing Order Mandates: If you wish to donate via a monthly 

Standing Order directly from your bank account to ours, copies of the Par-

ish Standing Order Mandate are available at the back of Church/Parish Office 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land: We still have places available for people to 

travel with the group, 10th—18th October 2022.  If interested please contact 

Gill at Tangney Tours,  01732 886666. 

 

Sycamore Course / Journey in Faith: A Sycamore Course will run from 

September.  If interested please complete this online registration  form -    

https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/sycamore 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: In this Year of the Eucharist it is 

very good that we have the opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment.  Adoration is held Monday - Friday 9.25am - 9.55am between our two 

churches.  Come along a little early to experience this quiet time. 

 

Divine Mercy Devotions: The next Divine Mercy Devotions will be 

held on Thursday 11th August at 7pm in St Robert’s Church. 

 

SVP National Raffle: Raffle Tickets will be on sale at St Robert’s on Sun-

day.  Tickets £1 each/ £5 a book.  

 

Preparing for First Confession and Holy Communion: To register 

your child for the 2022/23 Preparation for First Confession and Holy Com-

munion, which will begin in September, please go to this link to register your 

child (current Yr3 children preparing to go into Yr4)  https://

form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/first-confession-and-holy-communion   

Parents Meetings: 

• Wednesday 14th September at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church Hall for St 

Bede’s Yr4 Parents 

• Thursday 15th September at 6.30pm at St Robert’s Church Hall for St 

Robert’s Yr4 Parents 

 

Induction of Fr Manoj Joseph Punchakunnel SAC:  Fr Manoj from St 

Paul’s Church at Cramlington, will be Inducted as the new Parish Priest of St 

John the Baptist Parish, Annitsford, on Friday 5th August at 7pm Mass.  All 

Welcome. 

 

Bonus Ball Winner Week 9: Bernadette Rich with No. 26. Congratula-

tions.  Only one more week to go. 

 

Lourdes Pilgrimage Day: on Wednesday 3rd August the Diocesan 

Lourdes Pilgrimage organisers are holding a “Pilgrimage Day” at Our Lady of 

Lourdes Church, Shotton Colliery, Co Durham from 11am—3.30pm.  Mass 

will be celebrated at 11.30am and lunch on the field at 12.30pm, followed by 

Procession to the Grotto, Marian Devotions and Rosary at 2pm.  All are 

welcome (you are invited to bring a packed lunch, refreshments will be served). 

 

Family BBQ and Picnic: We will have a BBQ and picnic at St Roberts for 

Morpeth and Bedlington parishes on Saturday 13th August from noon till 

4pm.  Bring your own drinks and a shared cold plate or cake or dessert.  

Games for the children.  Please sign the lists after Mass if you are interested. 

 

Covid Measures: as Covid continues to prevail in society, more parishion-

ers seem to be contracting the illness.  We need to remain vigilant so our 

churches remain safe places to attend Mass.  You are still asked to sanitise 

your hands as you enter church and use the gel in the benches when neces-

sary, especially before moving forward for Holy Communion.  As you may 

be in close contact with others in the benches, we suggest that it may be 

beneficial to  wear a face mask in church unless you are exempt.  Be mindful 

of social distancing when speaking to one another.  If you have any symp-

toms then please stay at home.  

 

Preparing for Baptism: The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be 

held in September at St Bede’s, Bedlington.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism 

are asked to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or 

Sunday morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting 

 

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies: If anyone would like further 

information, please contact Eamonn Diffley at the Diocesan Department for 

Education on  0191 243 3313 or email education@diocesehn.org.uk or   

https://diocesehn.org.uk/education/continuing-professional-development-and

-formation/#ccrs   

 

Relics of St Bernadette:  The relics of St Bernadette will be present at St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle from 12noon 1st October—11am Sunday 2nd 

October, as part of a UK-wide visit, and you are invited to book now for a 

place. Booking is online via https://stbernadette.org.uk/  (other venues across 

the UK are available) 

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 30th July 
Weekday 

 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Intentions of Gordon McKay  

10.30am—11am: Adoration and Confessions  

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 31st July 

18th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass: People of the Parish  

11am Mass: Freda Davis  

 

Monday 1st August 
St Alphonsus Ligouri 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Owen Tomlinson  

Tuesday 2nd August  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Bill Ridley  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 3rd August 
St Oswald 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Michael Johnson 

Thursday 4th August  
St John Vianney 

10.45am Requiem Mass: Joan Ford 
Followed by Cremation at 12.15pm at Cowpen Crematorium 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 5th August 
Dedication of Basilica St Mary Major 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Owen Tomlinson  

Saturday 6th August 
The Transfiguration of the Lord 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Billy McDougall  

10.30am—11am: Adoration and Confessions  

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 7th August 

19th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Helen & Douglas Cone  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 


