
Surely the days of teaching about hell fire and damnation are gone. Surely our ever loving and forgiving God 

wouldn’t exclude anyone from Heaven. Well according to today’s gospel reading we can’t bet on it! We 

might imagine Heaven’s gates as big and welcoming, but today we hear that it may instead be a narrow door 
through which it might be difficult for us to gain entry... and worse, there’s a time limit on how long it might 

remain open. 

 

Today’s theme is a continuation of last week’s. Today we are warned 

against complacency. Having the right books is no guarantee of passing 

the exam. Being baptised a Christian is no guarantee of a place in Heav-

en. Life is a testing ground in which we should be continually striving, 

continually bettering ourselves, continually increasing our understand-
ing and forever moving forwards spiritually. We might think that be-

cause we attend Mass on Sunday and dip our hands in our pockets for 

the odd collection that we are doing all that is required. Are we going 

to be unpleasantly surprised to find ourselves at the back of Heaven’s 

queue when we fondly imagined we might be somewhere near the 

front? 

 
For all of us who think we’ve got it right …. think again! Have we really 

planned for eternity, or have we only planned as far as our next mort-

gage repayment? Have we really determined the priorities in our lives, 

or have we allowed life to shape us into something we never intended? 

Do we imagine we are good people simply because we have never 

done anything bad? 

 

God is ever loving and forgiving, but we could exclude ourselves from Heaven simply by not striving to get 
there. Radical measures are needed today. What measures do we each need to adopt to earn our 

place at the narrow door? 
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The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for August 2022 
Small Businesses: We pray for small and medium sized businesses; 

in the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their communities.  

Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for: A 
Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews; Those who 
suffer Persecution, Oppression and Denial of Human Rights, Eu-
rope; Human Life; and Seafarers:  Please pray for those we know 
who are unwell, as well as the many who have no one to pray for 
them; for those in hospital; for all who have died recently; and for 
all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections:   
 St Bede’s Church: 7th August - £156.20; 14th August - £203.60.   
 St Robert’s Church: 7th August - £530.19 ; 14th August - £245.70 
 

Parish Standing Order Mandates: If you wish to donate via a monthly Stand-
ing Order directly from your bank account to ours, copies of the Parish 
Standing Order Mandate are available at the back of Church/Parish Office 
 

Wedding Service: Please pray for Matthew Lockie and Sarah Wilkes whose 
Wedding Service is to be celebrated at St Robert of Newminster Church at 
12noon on Thursday 25th August. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: In this Year of the Eucharist it is very 
good that we have the opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Adoration is held Monday - Friday 9.25am - 9.55am (check the 
back page).  Come along a little early to experience this quiet time. 
 

3C's Club:  The next meeting for the 3C's will be on Monday 22nd August 
from 2pm until 4pm, in the Hall at St Robert's. Looking forward to seeing 
you join us for a Cuppa, Chat and Conversation with God. 
 

CAFOD Pilgrimage to Holy Island: Saturday 3rd September from 10.30am - 
4pm.  You are welcome to take a packed lunch or find a café on the island.  
For information please contact Cafod rep by email: maughan@cafod.org.uk 
 

Sycamore Course / Journey in Faith: A Sycamore Course will run from Sep-
tember.  If interested please complete this online registration  form -    
https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/sycamore 
 

Relics of St Bernadette: St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle from 12noon 1st 
October—11am Sunday 2nd October, as part of a UK-wide visit, and you 
are invited to book now for a place. Booking is online via https://
stbernadette.org.uk/  (other venues across the UK are available)  We have 
been informed that no-one will be turned away from the Cathedral! 
 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s, Bedlington: Please contact Christine Priest on 
07929962813 or see her after Mass if you can help out in any way. 

Retrouvaille: a Catholic worldwide opportunity of rediscovery for couples 
struggling in their Marriages.  Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or 
angry with each other?  Do you argue … or have you just stopped talk-
ing to each other?  Does talking about it only make it worse?  
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in 
their marriage.  Call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk.  To regis-
ter for the next programme commencing with a virtual weekend on 13th - 
16th October 2022 or a Face to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 
24th - 26th February 2023. 
 

Diocesan Vacancies: Cleaner at Blaydon, St Joseph and Winlaton, St Anne 
– part-time (8 hours), permanent; and Refugee Project Worker, Newcastle 
– part-time (12 hours), initial 12-month contract.  Closing date for appli-
cations: 30th August.  Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or 
contact  0191 243 3301. 
 

Preparing for Baptism: The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held 
in September at St Bede’s, Bedlington.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism 
are asked to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or 
Sunday morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For 
Baptism in one of our Churches, parents should live within the Parish 
Boundaries or be attending Mass regularly in one of our churches.  Do 
not be surprised or shocked if you are informed that you should go to 
your own parish church or regular place of worship. 
 

Christian Aid Street Collection:   The Christian Aid street collection in Mor-
peth takes place on Saturday 17th September from 9am - 3pm.  Organis-
ers are looking for 6 volunteers to collect for one hour on this day.  If you 
can help please enter your name and phone number on the list in St Rob-
ert’s church. 
 

Heritage Open Day Meeting: There will be a Meeting at St Robert’s on 
Thursday 8th September, immediately after 10am Mass, for all who volun-
teered to help for the Heritage Open Days, to plan the Open Days of 16th 
and 17th September.  If you haven't signed up, you are still welcome to 
the Meeting… We have sixteen hours to cover, eight in Collingwood 
House and eight in the Church …  so far we only have FIVE definite help-
ers, so a few more names would be most welcome. 
 

Pilgrimage to Carfin: St Aidan's, Ashington have organised a pilgrimage to 
the Shrine of Our Lady in Carfin, Scotland, on Thursday 8th September, 
departing 8.30am from St Aidan's Church. The cost of the trip is £20 
(lunch included).  Please contact 01670 812 200  by Thursday 1st Sept. 

Masses and Intentions this week
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 20th August  
St Bernard 
 

9.40am Rosary 
10am Mass: Monsignor Marek Matiska MIC 
10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 
5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 21st August 
21st Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  People of the Parish 
11am Mass: Mrs SEI Cole 
12.30pm Baptism Henry Elijah Robert Oliver 

 

Monday 22nd August 
The Queenship of Mary 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass: People of the Parish 

Tuesday 23rd August  
St Rose of Lima 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass: Isabel Walker  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 24th August 
St Bartholomew 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass: Michael Goonan 

Thursday 25th August  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass: Ken and Eileen Percival 
12noon Wedding Service for the Marriage of                  
                       Matthew Lockie and Sarah Wilkes  
7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 26th August 
Blessed Dominic Barberi 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass:  

Saturday 27th August 
St Monica 

9.40am Rosary 
10am Mass: Babs & Paddy O'Connell  
10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 
5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 28th August 
22nd Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  People of the Parish 
11am Mass: Mr P Onono  

 

Food Donations: boxes are available at the back of our Churches for donations of non-perishable food and goods for local foodbanks and for Refugees 


