
It’s hard to admit to, but most of us live on a bit of a moral high ground and its’ not a good place 

to be.  Moral high grounds are littered with treacherous pitfalls.  The worst pitfall of all is to as-

sume superiority.  It’s a human failing.  We assume superiority over all sorts of other people. 

We decide we are superior to those with less money or lesser jobs.  We decide we are superi-

or to those who are less intellectual, whose tastes differ, whose accents are alien or whose val-

ues don’t match ours.  We decide we are better than those who have fallen foul of the law or 

who have succumbed to an addiction.  Why is superiority a pitfall? It’s a pitfall because once we 

imagine ourselves superior, we start to dismiss people.  We start to rule out huge numbers of 

our neighbours as unworthy of our attention. 

 

Today we see Jesus at a wedding banquet 

where the guests are jostling for places of 

honour at the dinner table.  It’s a simple oc-

casion that raises a big question.  Why are 

we all so anxious to be seated at the top of 

life’s table?  Jesus gives the guests a piece of 

life changing advice.  “A person who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but a person who 

humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

Humility doesn’t sit easily in our fame driven society, that’s because we associate being humble 

with being “walked all over”.  Jesus’ brand of humility however, is very different.  Humility does 

not mean trading feelings of superiority for feelings of inferiority. Being humble doesn’t mean be-

ing timid or falsely modest.  Humility means understanding that everything you have is a gift from 

God, and that everything you have is for the service of others.  In the tales of King Arthur and 

his knights, Arthur ordered a round table so that no one could assume a greater or lesser posi-

tion.  As Christians we are asked to adopt a ‘round table’ approach to life.  
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for: A Deeper Understanding between Christians and 

Jews; Those who suffer Persecution, Oppression and 

Denial of Human Rights, Europe; Human Life; and Seafar-

ers:  Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for 

those in hospital; for all who have died recently; and for 

all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Church Collections: 21st / 22nd August 

St Bede’s Church: £185.00; St Robert’s Church: £490.36  
 

Parish Standing Order Mandates 

If you wish to donate via a monthly Standing Order directly from your 

bank account to ours, copies of the Parish Standing Order Mandate are 

available at the back of Church or from the Parish Office. 
 

Retiring Collection - 11th September 

11th September is a Day of Prayer for Catholic Education.  There will 

be a Retiring Collection the weekend of 10th / 11th September for the 
Catholic Education Service. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we have the 

opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Adora-

tion is held Monday - Friday 9.25am - 9.55am (check the back 

page).  Come along a little early to experience this quiet time. 

 

CAFOD Pilgrimage to Holy Island 

All are welcome to join CAFOD on pilgrimage to Holy Island on Satur-

day 3rd September from 10:30am-4:00pm, as part of their Fix the Food 

System campaign.  For those wishing to join, the day will begin 

at 10:30am by meeting at Purdy Lodge (café on the A1, Adderstone, 
Warenford, Belford NE70 7JU) to travel in convoy to the Holy Island 

causeway.  For those not wishing to walk across the causeway, please 

drive straight across to Holy Island where we will meet later in the 

day.  The journey across the Holy Island causeway will begin at 11am, 

and pilgrims will start the Seven Stations Journey as part of Fix the 

Food System, stopping off along the way to complete each station.  It is 

anticipated that this will take 2-3 hours.  The day will include Mass at St 

Mary’s Church, with departures at 4pm.  You are welcome to bring a 

packed lunch for the day or to find a café on the island.  For more in-

formation please contact Mark Maughan by email-

ing mmaughan@cafod.org.uk 

 

Relics of St Bernadette 

What is a relic?  Relics include the physical remains of a saint, usually 

bones, as well as other material objects which have touched 

or have been used by the saint.  The Relics of St Bernadette 

will be present at Carfin Grotto in Scotland from 24th Sep-

tember—1st October; then St Mary’s Cathedral, New-

castle from 12noon 1st October—11am Sunday 2nd 

October; and then at St Mary’s Cathedral, Middlesbrough - 

Sunday 2nd October 12noon till Monday 3rd October at 1.00pm.  You 

are invited to book now for a place. Booking is online via https://

stbernadette.org.uk/  (other venues across the UK are available)   

 

Heritage Open Day Meeting 

There will be a Meeting at St Robert’s on Thursday 8th September, 

immediately after 10am Mass, for all who volunteered to help for the 

Heritage Open Days, to plan the Open Days of 16th and 17th Septem-

ber.  If you haven't signed up, you are still welcome to the Meeting… 

We have sixteen hours to cover, eight in Collingwood 

House and eight in the Church … a few more names 

would be most welcome.  Interestingly, all prospective 

volunteers are women, and no men have volunteered!  

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on 15th September 

at St Bede’s, Bedlington.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism are asked to 

speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday 

morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Bap-

tism in one of our Churches, parents should live within the Parish 

Boundaries or be attending Mass regularly in one of our churches.  Do 
not be surprised or shocked if you are informed that you should go to your 

own parish church or regular place of worship 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil 

Mass and after the 9am Mass.  Please come 

along and join in.  We have been unable to 

restart the Teas and coffee after the 11am 

Mass, because we have not had many volunteers for help.  However, it 

has been suggested that we start with a monthly service on the First 

Sunday of the month.  So beginning on Sunday 2nd October we will 

start with Coffee after the 11am Mass, and then on November 6th and 

December 4th.  We are very grateful for those who have offered to do 

this. 

 

Wedding Congratulations 

We offer our congratulations and our prayers to Mat-

thew Lockey and Sarah Wilkes who were married at 

St Robert’s Church on Thursday.  We wish them well 

in their married life together and pray that the Lord 

will bless them and their families. 

 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s 
We are aiming to hold an Autumn Fayre in St Bede’s Church Hall on 

Saturday 22nd October, from 11am until 3pm.  Organisers are seeking  

• donations of alcoholic or soft drinks for a bottle tombola  

• new goods that would go on a tombola stall,  

• books for a book stall 

• raffle prizes 

• freshly baked cakes and scones will be needed for a cake stall 

soup and hot sandwiches on the day.   

Most of all, they need a good group of volunteers and once that group 

is established there will be a short meeting to finalise the details.  All 

proceeds from the Fayre will go to Church Funds.  Please contact 

Christine Priest on  07929962813 or see her after Mass if you can 

help out in any way. 

 

Pilgrimage to Carfin 

St Aidan's, Ashington have organised a pilgrimage to the Scottish Na-

tional Shrine of Our Lady in Carfin, Motherwell, Lanarkshire, on Thurs-

day 8th September (Feast of the Birthday of Our Lady), departing 

8.30am from St Aidan's Church.  The cost of the trip is £20 (lunch 

included).  Please contact  01670 812 200  by Thursday 1st Septem-

ber. 

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  
At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 

9am Mass on YouTube every week and we also 

livestream the 10am Mass on a Tuesday and 

Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link to be 

able to watch the Masses live or at a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   

We are always looking for people who might be able to 

assist with the tablet and laptop control for the 

livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult and so we wonder 

if you would be able to help.  If you are able to help at 

the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a 

Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us.   

 

Garden Seats 

The new garden seats outside St Robert’s Church have been given to 

the Church by the family of the late Rosina Appleby. 

 

Donations for Church Flowers 

If anyone wishes to make a donation towards 

funds for Church Flowers, that will enable us to 

continue to provide fresh flowers, please place 

your donation in an envelope and hand to Fr 

Peter or drop through Presbytery door. 

 



Disabled Access and Toilet for St Robert’s? 

There has long been informal discussion in St Robert’s Parish about the 

need for disabled access to the Church and for a toilet and especially a 

toilet with disabled access at the Church, rather than relying on the 

one toilet in the Church Hall.  Fr Peter needs to know if this is some-

thing people would support.  It is pointless doing any preparatory work 

on a project as big as this, if there are many people in the parish who 

think it to be a waste of time.  At the moment those who have re-

sponded have been in support of this.  It is a project that will take 

some time to sort out, there will obviously be disruption to our Car 

Park and to the Church, and it will cost money, so, while we still have 

some money on deposit, we will still need to do some fundraising.  

Also as mentioned at Mass last week, if anyone would like to be part of 

a working group, especially if you have experience or skills that would 

be beneficial to look at this, please email your name and contact details 

to the parish office. 

 

Looking after our Buildings 

Our Church, Presbytery and Hall at Morpeth are Listed Buildings.  St 

Robert’s Church is a Grade II Listed Building and Collingwood House, 
which covers both Presbytery and Hall, is a Grade II* Listed Building 

with Historic England and they therefore need to be looked after, 

maintained and repaired.  A listed building may not be demolished, 

extended or altered without special permission from the local planning 

authority (who typically consult the relevant central government agency, 

particularly for significant alterations to the more notable listed buildings).  

Exemption is provided for some church buildings in current use for 

worship, although in such cases the church organisation operates its 

own permissions procedure. We have to be guided by our Diocesan 

Historic Churches Committee about church alterations.  Fr Peter 

would like to form a small group of a couple of people who would be 

prepared on a regular basis to do a maintenance check on these build-

ings and where necessary report back to him, or to the diocese, on the 

state of the property.  The Church is in a fairly good state, but it is 

already known that some of the windows of Collingwood House are in 

a very bad state of repair.  To have a few parishioners help take on the 

checking and reporting back would be good.  Repairs to a listed build-

ing have to be done with all rules and permissions followed, so it has to 

be done on a more than “ad hoc” basis.  Could this be you?  Likewise, 

at St Bede’s [not Listed] if there is anyone who would be willing to take 

on some responsibility for checking the property and reporting back to 

Fr Peter that would be good.  Speak to Fr Peter if interested. 

 

Sycamore Course / Journey in Faith 

A Sycamore Course will begin on Monday 12th September at 7pm.  If 

interested please complete this online registration form -    

https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/sycamore 

The first four meetings will look at the following topics … 

1. The Search for Happiness 

1A The impossibility of sitting still 

1B What is happiness? 

1C How to press the pause button 

2. The Existence of God 

2A Why bother thinking about religion? 

2B Five reasons not to believe in God. 

2C Arguments for the existence of God? 

3. A God who Speaks 

3A The hiddenness of God. 

3B When God broke the silence. 

3C Discovering the face of God. 
4. Who is Jesus 

4A He came to bring life to the world. 

4B The Saving Death of Jesus. 

4C The light of the Resurrection. 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation 

Preparation for First Confession and First Holy Communion begins at 

the end of September.  There will be a Parents Meeting, there will be 

special celebrations at our Sunday Masses and there 

will be a regular catechesis session for our young 

people.  If you have missed the registration for your 

child (Y4 and above) it is important that you contact 

Fr Peter as soon as possible.  We have 8 names for 

St Robert’s Preparation and 16 names for St Bede’s 

Preparation. 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese is advertising two vacancies … for a Cleaner at Blaydon, 

St Joseph and Winlaton, St Anne – part-time (8 hours), permanent; and 

for a Refugee Project Worker, Newcastle – part-time (12 hours), initial 

12-month contract.  Closing date for applications: 30th August.  Please 

visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact ' 0191 243 3301. 
 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support 

refugees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the following 

items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned Tomatoes; 

Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sugar, Toilet Roll, 

Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrush-

es.  Local Foodbanks also need some support.  We also have an addi-

tional box [with a red lid] at the entrance of St Robert’s Church for 

the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank and the food bin for the Matthew Pro-

ject is at the entrance of St Bede’s Church.  Donations of all non-

perishable food items are welcome to be placed into the bins for those 

less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

SVP Twinnage 

The SVP Twinnage scheme provides a means for Conferences in 

wealthier countries like ours to support Conferences in really poor 

parts of the world both financially and with our prayers. St Robert’s 

Conference is twinned with Conferences in India and in South Sudan, 

and the South East Northumberland District Council also supports 

other Conferences for which St Robert’s pays a share.  There used to 

be 6 Conferences in South East Northumberland but those in Annits-

ford and Cramlington closed some years ago, and we have just re-

ceived news that the Ashington and Blyth Conferences have gone into 

abeyance which just leaves St Bede’s  and St Robert’s.  The annual 

Twinnage report for the year 2021/22 shows that a total of £51,515 

was sent overseas from Tyne Central Council of the SVP (our Dio-
cese), distributed as follows: 

  Sudan    £22,910 

  India    £17,872 

  Disaster Fund   £3,120 

  Projects   £2,480 

  Student Sponsorship  £2,320 

  Lebanon   £2,000 

  Romania     £813 

This money goes direct to the SVP in the other countries and makes a 

huge difference to the lives of the people assisted by them, especially in 

South Sudan where essential food is provided at 11 feeding stations to 

150 to 200 babies and young children at each, an SVP water tanker 

provides fresh water to districts around Khartoum, a health centre 

provides free healthcare and the SVP provides basic foods to around 

7,000 displaced people in the Kworijik camp near Juba.  We are very 

grateful for the very generous contributions we receive from our pa-

rishioners which enables us to continue supporting these works, and to 

those who continue to support the Sudan baby feeding scheme with 

standing orders or annual donations.  Please contact any SVP member 

for further information. 
 

A prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, now 6 

months since the war began… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine,  for all those suffering 

or afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.  We pray 

for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their 
choices.   We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may 

reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we 

walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the 

people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 
 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the 

donations made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese 

of Hexham and Newcastle is registered to take 

advantage of this scheme and we benefit greatly 

from it.  If you are a UK taxpayer and are not 

already a member of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme we would be most 

grateful if you would consider joining it.  Please contact Peter Smith at 

St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for August 2022 
Small Businesses: We pray for small and medium sized businesses; 

in the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving their communities.  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 27th August  
St Monica 

 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Babs & Paddy O'Connell 

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 28thAugust 

22nd Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Mr P Onono  

 

Monday 29th August 
The Passion of St John the Baptist 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Dcd Mbrs of the Goonan Family  

Tuesday 30th August  
St Margaret Clitherow, St Anne Line and 
St Margaret Ward 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Paul McCole  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 31st August 
St Aidan and Saints of Lindisfarne 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  Intentions of Patrick Adair 

Thursday 1st September  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Bill Ridley   

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 2nd September 
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  NO INTENTION 

Saturday 3rd September 
St Gregory The Great 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: In Thanksgiving for Son's Birthday 

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 4th September 

23rd Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

The Season of Creation  

The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to listen and 

respond together to the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around 

the world unites to pray and protect our com-

mon home. The Season begins on 1st Septem-

ber, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of 

Creation, and ends on 4th October, the Feast 

of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecol-

ogy beloved by many Christian denominations.  Pope Francis, unprece-

dently, issued his message for the World Day of Prayer for Creation 

early this year.  This one sentence below is taken from it.  ‘Let me re-

peat: “In the name of God, I ask the great extractive industries – min-

ing, oil, forestry, real estate, agribusiness – to stop destroying forests, 

wetlands, and mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to stop poi-

soning food and people”.’  

 

Christian Aid Street Collection 

The Christian Aid street collection in Morpeth takes place on Saturday 

17th September from 9am - 3pm.  Organisers are looking for 6 volun-

teers to collect for one hour on this day.  If you can help please enter 
your name and phone number on the list in St Robert’s church. 

 

Retrouvaille 

Retrouvaille is a Catholic worldwide opportunity of rediscovery for 

couples struggling in their Marriages.  Do you feel alone? Are you frus-

trated or angry with each other?  Do you argue … or have you just 

stopped talking to each other?  Does talking about it only make it 

worse?  Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have diffi-

culties in their marriage.  Call or text  07887 296983 or  07973 

380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit 

www.retrouvaille.org.uk.  To register for the next programme com-

mencing with a virtual weekend on 13th - 16th October 2022 or a Face 

to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 24th - 26th February 

2023. 

“Music for Holy Communion” 

The Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) invite you to attend 

a short workshop led by Alison McLean (Director of Music at St Cuth-

bert’s, Durham) and Paul Berry (Director of Music at St Mary’s, Hex-

ham).  The workshop will be held on Sunday 25th September at ST 

Cuthbert’s Church, Durham from 3pm—5pm.  It will explore new 

music for the communion procession.  For more information about the 

workshop and to book your place, please visit the Diocesan website.  

Advanced booking is essential, please book by Friday 16th September.  

https://bit.ly/DCMA-Music  or email: dcma@diocesehn.org.uk by Friday 

16th September 

 

Considering Your Vocation 

Could God be calling you to Priesthood or Religious Life, or even as a 

Permanent Deacon?  It is important for us to discern our vocation in 

life through prayer and conversation with others.  If you have questions 

or thoughts, it is also important to speak to your parish priest who will 

be able to help with this and talk through things with you.  Are you an 

unmarried man whom God may be calling to serve him and the 

Church?  Or a woman called to religious life?  Or are you a married 
man, over 35, who feels called to serve as a permanent deacon in the 

diocese and ready to service as a deacon in a parish?   It could be you 

that God is calling today.  The Church needs you to respond to the call 

that God makes to us. 

 

Supporting the Northern Brethren Fund 

The Northern Brethren Fund is a charity run by priests of this diocese, 

to support the sick and the retired priests of the diocese.  The NBF 

gives out approximately £15,000 per month to our retired priests to 

support them.  Can you support the NBF?  Can you make a regular 

contribution via Standing Order, or a one-off gift or even leave a legacy 

in your will for the NBF.  Any help towards the NBF’s work will be 

greatly appreciated.  Please contact Fr Peter if you need more infor-

mation, or see the posters on the noticeboard. 


