
It’s easy to hear the story of the ‘Prodigal Son’ from afar. It’s easy to disassociate ourselves from the 

feelings of the younger son and make the same judgments that the older brother reached. The story 

takes on a totally fresh significance when you imagine yourself in the prodigal son’s shoes.  

 

When we are young everything is clear cut. The difference between right and wrong is obvious and 

the path through life is uncomplicated. Then life begins to test our principles. Poverty encourages us 

to make poor choices. Fear of failure encourages us to cheat or lie. Depression causes us to eat and 

drink too much. Desperation leads us to gam-

ble or steal. Pride prevents us from seeking 

help. Every poor choice takes us further and 

further away from God. Like the young man in 

the story we begin to feel as though we are not 

worthwhile. The young man does not consider 

that his father will welcome him back as his 

son. We must have felt the same way at some 

time or another. We must all have started to 

pray and then thought, “Why on earth should 

God listen, why on earth should he care?” 

 

Imagine the joy of learning that God has never given up on us? Imagine the young man’s rush of relief 

and joy at finding that his father had never given up waiting for him to come home. For God, for-

giveness is just a part of a love that never gives up. 

 

The ‘Lost Sheep’, ‘The Lost Coin’, ‘The Lost Son’. Three stories that remind us that no one is worth-

less or insignificant in God’s eyes. God is continually looking to bring us back to him. Today’s parables 

are about wholeness and inclusion in a society seemingly intent on division and exclusion. Today’s par-

ables speak to us about the need to be found and carried. Today’s parables are about transcending the 

human instinct to sit in judgement over others and to feel the joy of God the Father’s reconciling love. 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for: 

The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Students and Teach-

ers; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of War; Young 

People; Prisoners and their Families.  Please pray for those we 

know who are unwell, as well as the many who have no one to 

pray for them; for those in hospital; for all who have died re-

cently; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections: 3rd / 4th September 

St Bede’s Church: £183.03  / St Robert’s Church:  £479.27 

 

August 2022 Standing Orders 

St Bede’s Church:  £1,141.00 / St Robert’s Church: £3,675.92 

 

Education Sunday 2022 

Education Sunday is one of the oldest Days of Special Prayer in this coun-

try’s liturgical calendar.  Established by the Bishops in 1848, originally on the 

feast of the Sacred Heart in June, it is now celebrated at the beginning of 

the academic year. Although long associated with the annual collection for 

the work of the Catholic Education Service, its main purpose is to celebrate 

the work of Catholic education and to enable it to continue to flourish with 

the support of the whole Catholic community.   The Catholic Church is this 

country’s largest provider of secondary schools and second largest provider 

of primary schools. Catholic education is by far the largest charitable en-

deavour of the Church in this country: we give thanks for the many thou-

sands of teachers, lecturers, academics, support staff, leaders, governors, 

advisers and others who have found their vocation in Catholic education, 

and without whom this endeavour would be impossible. Catholic schools 

continue to be true to their mission: they are more diverse than any other 

type of school, they recruit disproportionately more children from the 

poorest areas of the country and still consistently manage to be the highest 

performing schools in the country. For Catholic education to continue to 

flourish, it needs to rely on the continued support of the whole Catholic 

community.  There will be a collection at all  Masses this weekend and if you are 

able to give, it will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Home Mission Sunday 

Next Sunday is Home Mission Sunday.  It is a day of prayer for the spread 

of the gospel here in our own country, amongst our own communities, in 

our own parishes and families.  There will be collection next week for the 

work of the Bishop’s Conference in spreading the message of the gospel 

here in the UK. 

 

Preparing for First Confession and Holy Communion 

Preparation for First Confession and First Holy Communion 

begins this week with two parents meetings, one at St Bede’s 

Church Hall on Wednesday and another at St Robert’s Church 

Hall on Thursday. If you have not yet registered your child for 

the Preparation for First Confession and Holy Communion 

2023, which will begin in September, please go to this link to register your 

child (baptised children in Yr4 and above) ….. https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/first-confession-and-holy-communion.   

Parents Meetings: 

Wednesday 14th September at 6.30pm at St Bede’s Church Hall for St 

Bede’s Yr4 Parents 

Thursday 15th September at 6.30pm at St Robert’s Church Hall for St Rob-

ert’s Yr4 Parents 

 

Sycamore Course / Journey in Faith 

We are delighted that the Sycamore Course begins tomorrow evening.  

This a new video course to help people come together and discuss their 

faith.  This is one of the things that the responses to the survey in St Rob-

erts asked for—an opportunity for people to come together to share their 

faith.  This will begin on Monday 12th September at 7pm.  If interested 

please complete this online registration form - https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/sycamore 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in Touch” 

form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has moved 

house and need to update your details?  An online form is now available to 

send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/new-

parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the forms available at 

Church and send back to us.   

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

If any parish groups want to use the hall outside their usual / regular times, 

please always check the diary with the Parish Office, just to make sure no 

one else has booked it and that it is clear for your use. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we have the opportunity 

for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Adoration is held Monday - Friday 

9.25am - 9.55am (check the back page).  Come along a little early to experi-

ence this quiet time. 

 

Relics of St Bernadette 

What is a relic?  A Relic is a part of the physical remains of a 

saint after their death, or an object which has been in contact 

with their body. Relics are venerated to honour the holiness of 

God. Relics of St Bernadette will be present at St Mary’s Ca-

thedral, Newcastle from 12noon 1st October—11am 

Sunday 2nd October.  You are invited to book now for a place. 

Booking is online via https://stbernadette.org.uk/  (other venues across the UK 

are available)   

 

Preparing for Baptism 

We have cancelled the next Baptism Preparation Meeting on 

Wednesday as we had not had any parents requesting Baptism 

at the moment.  The next Meeting will be held on Thursday 

October 13th at St Robert’s Church.  Parents seeking a baby's 

baptism are asked to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday 

Vigil or Sunday morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  

For Baptism in one of our Churches, parents should live within the Parish 

Boundaries or be attending Mass regularly in one of our churches.  Do not 

be surprised or shocked if you are informed that you should go to your own parish 

church or regular place of worship for Baptism. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil Mass and after the 9am Mass.  

Please come along and join in.  Until now, we have 

been unable to restart the Tea and Coffee after the 

11am Mass, because of not having enough volun-

teers, however, beginning on Sunday 2nd October 

we will start with Coffee after the 11am Mass, and then on November 6th 

and December 4th.  We are very grateful for those who have offered to do 

this. 

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 9am Mass on YouTube 

every week and we also livestream the 10am Mass on a 

Tuesday and Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link 

to be able to watch the Masses live or at a later time ... 

http://bit.ly/StRobert   We are always looking for people 

who might be able to assist with the tablet and laptop control for the 

livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult and so we wonder if you would be 

able to help.  If you are able to help at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 

10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as 

possible. 

 

Do you want to join the Choir? 

We are looking for new members of the choir for our 

11am Mass at St Roberts Church.  Are you able to join in?  

Music practices has resumed for the Choir and are held 

every Wednesday at 7.15pm for about one hour.  There's no need to let us 

know beforehand, just come along and join in and learn music for the 11am 

Mass. 

 

Bonus Ball 

The Bonus Ball will run again between October and December.  As in the 

past, it will be £10.00 for 10 weeks, starting 1st October.  If you wish to 

participate, please contact members of the CWL after Sunday Masses from 

next weekend or to put £10.00, your name and telephone number into an 

envelope marked Bonus Ball and leave it at St Robert’s Presbytery.  The 

weekly winner will receive £25. Don’t forget that you have to be in it to 

win it. Good Luck. 

 

Disabled Access and Toilet for St Robert’s? 

Many thanks to all who have made comment about the possibility of the 

building of a narthex to create a new disabled entrance and toilets with 

disabled access.  Fr Peter is due to meet this week with the diocesan prop-

erty manager to discuss the way ahead and to discuss whether approval 

would be given even for preliminary discussions. 

 

Sunday Parking 

We ask the parishioners who park in the school grounds at St Robert’s for 

Sunday 11am Mass, to aim to remove your car from that area straight after 

Mass so gates can be locked.  If you are staying in town, move you car to 

the other car park.  If not moved, while you go elsewhere, you could be 

locked in for the remainder of the day. 



Catholic Women's League 

The next CWL meeting will be on Thursday 15th September, at 10.30am, 

in St Robert's Church Hall.  

 

Christmas Piety 

You will have already noticed that shops have started stocking Christmas 

cards etc.  To make life easier for our Parishioners we are continuing our 

tradition of having a Christmas Piety Stall at St. Robert's.  There will be 

religious cards, calendars, advent calendars, diaries, candles and small gifts 

available, all at very reasonable prices.  The first sale will be Sunday 25th 

September after both 9am and 11am Mass.  We also hope to offer a sale of 

these goods on Sunday 2nd November and Sunday 4th December. 

 

Diocesan Marriage Preparation 

Members of the Diocesan Marriage Care Team (Ben and Lyn Cole) are hold-

ing a Marriage Preparation Day for couples from various parts of the dio-

cese in St Roberts Church Hall on Saturday 24th September.  The Hall will 

not be available for anyone else to use during that time. 

 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s 

We are aiming to hold an Autumn Fayre in St Bede’s Church Hall on Satur-

day 22nd October, from 11am until 3pm.  Organisers are seeking … dona-

tions of alcoholic or soft drinks for a bottle tombola; new goods that would 

go on a tombola stall; books for a book stall; raffle prizes; freshly baked 

cakes and scones will be needed for a cake stall; soup and hot sandwiches 

on the day.   Most of all, they need a good group of volunteers and once 

that group is established there will be a short meeting to finalise the details.  

All proceeds from the Fayre will go to Church Funds.  Please contact 

Christine Priest on  07929962813 or see her after Mass if you can help 

out in any way. 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support refugees 

and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of the following items, please 

leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; 

Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sugar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Show-

er Gel, Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.  Local Foodbanks 

also need some support.  We also have an additional box [with a red lid] at 

the entrance of St Robert’s Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank and 

the food bin for the Matthew Project is at the entrance of St Bede’s 

Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are welcome to be 

placed into the bins for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

A prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, now 6 months 

since the war began… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine,  for all those suffering or 

afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.  We pray for 

world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.   

We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in 

solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways 

so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for 

all the world.  Amen 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  The 

Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme whereby 

registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations 

made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is regis-

tered to take advantage of this scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If 

you are a UK taxpayer and are not already a member of the Gift Aid Dona-

tion Scheme we would be most grateful if you would consider joining it.  

Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Considering Your Vocation 

Could God be calling you to Priesthood or Religious Life, or even as a 

Permanent Deacon?  It is important for us to discern our vocation in life 

through prayer and conversation with others.  If you have questions or 

thoughts, it is also important to speak to your parish priest who will be 

able to help with this and talk through things with you.  Are you an unmar-

ried man whom God may be calling to serve him and the Church?  Or a 

woman called to religious life?  Or are you a married man, over 35, who 

feels called to serve as a permanent deacon in the diocese and ready to 

service as a deacon in a parish?   It could be you that God is calling today.  

The Church needs you to respond to the call that God makes to us. 

 

Supporting the Northern Brethren Fund 

The Northern Brethren Fund is a charity run by priests of this diocese, to 

support the sick and the retired priests of the diocese.  The NBF gives out 

approximately £15,000 per month to our retired priests to support them.  

Can you support the NBF?  Can you make a regular contribution via Stand-

ing Order, or a one-off gift or even leave a legacy in your will for the NBF.  

Any help towards the NBF’s work will be greatly appreciated.  Please con-

tact Fr Peter if you need more information, or see the posters on the no-

ticeboard or at the back of church. 

The Death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and Prayers for a new King 

Today we join with many others this weekend in both praying for the repose of the soul of Queen Elizabeth II and 

also praying for our new King, Charles III, as he assumes the role of Monarch of the United Kingdom and several 

other Commonwealth countries,.  As a loyal and faithful Christian, the Queen was aware of the role God played in 

her life here on earth.  May he now lead her to the joys of the kingdom of Heaven.  We also remember in our 

prayers all the members of the royal family as they mourn the death of a beloved family member.  In the midst of 

this grief, King Charles must begin his reign as King and we offer him today our prayers and our support. 

Pope Francis sent a telegram on Thursday to King Charles III, the new monarch of the United Kingdom, mourning 

the death of Queen Elizabeth II, praising her “steadfast witness of faith in Jesus Christ”.  “Commending her noble 

soul to the merciful goodness of our Heavenly Father, I assure Your Majesty of my prayers that Almighty God will 

sustain you with his unfailing grace as you now take up your high responsibilities as King,” the Pope wrote. “Upon 

you and all who cherish the memory of your late mother, I invoke an abundance of divine blessings as a pledge of 

comfort and strength in the Lord.”  

Cardinal Nichols also wrote, “On 21 April 1947, on her twenty-first birthday, Princess Elizabeth said, ‘I declare 

before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service.’  Now, seventy-five 

years later, we are heartbroken in our loss at her death, and so full of admiration for the unfailing way in which she 

fulfilled that declaration.  Even in my sorrow, shared with so many around the world, I am filled with an immense 

sense of gratitude for the gift to the world that has been the life of Queen Elizabeth II.  At this time, we pray for 

the repose of the soul of Her Majesty.  We do so with confidence, because the Christian faith marked every day of 

her life and activity.  In her Millennium Christmas message, she said, ‘To many of us, our beliefs are of fundamental 

importance.  For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework 

in which I try to lead my life.  I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ’s words 

and example.’   This faith, so often and so eloquently proclaimed in her public messages, has been an inspiration to 

me, and I am sure to many.  The wisdom, stability and service which she consistently embodied, often in circumstances of extreme difficulty, are a shining 

legacy and testament to her faith.  Our prayer is that she is now received into the merciful presence of God, there to be reunited with her beloved Prince 

Philip.  This is the promise of our faith, and our deep consolation.  Queen Elizabeth II will remain, always, a shining light in our history. May she now rest in 

peace.   We pray for His Majesty the King, as he assumes his new office even as he mourns his mother.  God save the King. 
 

Prayer for the Queen: Almighty God, You are the author and sustainer of all human life; grant that your servant, Elizabeth our Queen, whom you granted 

a long and happy reign as Monarch of these lands may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that eternal life promised to all those born again in the water 

of baptism and power of your Spirit. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit God, forever 

and ever, Amen.  
 

Prayer for the King: O God, to whom every human power is subject, Grant to your servant His Majesty the King wisdom in the exercise of his high office, 

so that, always revering to you and striving to please you, he may constantly secure and preserve for the people entrusted to his care the freedom that 

comes from unity and peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit God, forever and ever, 

Amen  



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for September 2022 

Abolition of the Death Penalty:  We pray that the death penalty,  

which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 10th  September 
Weekday 

 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Special Intention  

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Bob Quinn  

Sunday 11th September 

24th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Molly McKee  

11am Mass: People of the Parish  

 

Monday 12th September 
The Holy Name of Mary 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Sylvia Thompson  

Tuesday 13th September 
St John Chrysostom 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: George Beattie 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 14th September 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: People of the Parish 

Thursday 15th September  
Our Lady of Sorrows 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Intentions of Cone Family  

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 16th September 
St Cornelius and St Cyprian 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Peggy & Wesley Leadbitter  

Saturday 17th September 
Weekday 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II (MB) 

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Intentions of Pamela Wright  

Sunday 18th September 

25th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Michael Lillico 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please arrange your 

own replacement.  

 

Formation for New Readers of the Liturgy of the Word 

The Diocesan Liturgical Team have organised a Formation Course for New 

Readers of the Word, to make sure that the Word of God is properly pro-

claimed. Day 1 is taking place on Tuesday 13th September from 7pm – 9pm 

at St Joseph’s, Jarrow.  Day 2 is taking place on Saturday 17th September 

from 10am – 4pm at St Joseph’s, Jarrow.  To book your place please email 

adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  
 

Training and Commissioning of Lay Leaders of Communion 

The Diocese is offering “Training and Commissioning of New Lay Leaders 

of Holy Communion” - those who lead our Services of Word and Holy 

Communion, who should be officially commissioned by the Diocese.  These 

meetings will be held on Monday 3rd October, Monday 10th October and 

Monday 17th October, from 9.30am - 4pm at St Joseph’s Church, Fellgate 

Jarrow.  I invite those Ministers currently leading Services at St Bede’s, who 

have not yet been commissioned, to be part of this training and commis-

sioning, and if there are any people in either parish able to take this on as a 

new role and ministry, please speak to Fr Peter by Sunday 11th September, 

as bookings have to be made asap. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers Days of Reflection 

Four Days of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

have been arranged by the Diocesan Liturgical Formation Team.  If you wish 

to attend one please email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  They are 

being held at Fenham,  Gateshead, Houghton le Spring and Hartlepool.  You 

only have to go to one, not all!  To book your place please email admin-

faith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  
 

Heritage Open Days 

The Church will be cleaned and flowers will be prepared 

for Heritage Open Day on Thursday morning after 

Mass.  In the afternoon some volunteers are putting up 

displays in Church and in Collingwood House.  Thanks 

to everyone for their work in helping with Heritage Open Days.  The 

Church and Collingwood House will be open from 12noon until 4pm on 

Friday and Saturday afternoon for Heritage Open Days. 

Pakistan Floods 

The flooding in Pakistan in the last couple of weeks has caused devastation 

to almost one third of the country of Pakistan.  So many people have been 

killed, others have lost everything they had, 

people are now so reliant on others for help.  

Here in the UK, the Disasters Emergency 

Committee have opened a fund for the people 

in Pakistan.  CAFOD is one of the DEC Part-

ners.  You can donate online via CAFOD at their website https://

www.cafod.org.uk/  If you are able to help in any way, it would be appreci-

ated by so many. 

 

Marys Meals 

The world's forgotten children are in crisis.  This year, conflict, COVID19, 

climate change and the rising cost of living have converged to create world 

hunger on an unprecedented scale.  Over 5.7 million children under 5 are 

now a step away from famine.  At Mary’s Meals, we remain resolute in our 

mission to end child hunger. We offer a simple and scalable solution to the 

growing hunger crisis; but we need your help. We believe that everyone 

has something unique to contribute to 

our mission.  The time to act is now.  

£15.90 will feed a child with Marys Meals 

every school day for one year.  Can you 

help?  www.marysmeals.org.uk  

 

The Season of Creation  

The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration to listen and 

respond together to the cry of Creation: the ecumenical family around the 

world unites to pray and protect our common home. The Season begins on 

1st September, the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and ends 

on 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology 

beloved by many Christian denominations.  Pope Francis, unprecedently, 

issued his message for the World Day of Prayer for Creation early this 

year.  This one sentence below is taken from it.  ‘Let me repeat: “In the 

name of God, I ask the great extractive indus-

tries – mining, oil, forestry, real estate, agri-

business – to stop destroying forests, wet-

lands, and mountains, to stop polluting rivers 

and seas, to stop poisoning food and people”.’  


