
Today’s is a strange and difficult parable. A dishon-

est business man is caught squandering and is 

faced with dismissal.  The business man sees a 

bleak future ahead of him and without a minute to 

waste sets about making some shrewd though 

dodgy deals to secure his future.  We sit back 
waiting for his come-uppance but it doesn’t hap-

pen! In fact the business man is applauded for his 

shrewdness. 

 

This rogue business man shares much in common with our twenty first century business men and 

women.  The rogue business man is talented, skilled ambitious and plausible or he wouldn’t have 

been taken on as a manager in the first place.  The manager has the ability to look into the future, 

decide what he wants from life and make the necessary plans.  More importantly he works as 

though his life depends upon it without a moment to waste.  This man could’ve achieved great 

things but for one thing.  Money! Money has the power to corrupt each and every one of us and 

the man in today’s story was well and truly corrupt.  Nevertheless Jesus tells us that the ‘children 

of the light’ can learn from the ‘children of the world’.  What if we could get up at six every morn-

ing, knock back a quick cup of coffee and set about God’s work.  What if we were to work tireless-

ly solving the world’s problems barely stopping for lunch and getting home late every night.  What 

if we were to use our skills and talents to persuade others to invest in our cause?  What if we were 

to work with one eye on our ultimate destination keen to secure our place in heaven?  The world 

would certainly be a very different place.  To achieve it we would each need to make God our mas-

ter and not money.  

 

The real difficulty in this story is not in understanding Jesus’ unexpected 

choice of subject, but in adhering to his mandate. “No slave can serve 

two masters..... You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for: The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits of 

Human Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Stu-

dents and Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; All 

Victims of War; Young People; Prisoners and their Fami-

lies.  Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for 

those in hospital; for all who have died recently, including Dorothy 

Mullen [Bedlington], Margaret Gresham [Morpeth] and Susan Cox 

[Bedlington]; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections: 10th / 11th September 

St Bede’s Church:  £188.45 / St Robert’s Church:  £513.79 

 

Education Sunday 2022 

Many thanks to all who contributed to the retiring collection last week-

end for the work of the Catholic Education Service.  £111.03 was col-

lected at St Bede’s Church and £344.30 was collected at St Robert’s 

Church.  Many Thanks. 

 
Home Mission Sunday 

The third Sunday in September has been known as ‘Home Mission Sun-

day’, but this has now changed to “Evangelii Gaudium Sunday” to better 

reflect the Holy Father’s inspiration, and the work of the 

Mission Department at the Bishops’ Conference of Eng-

land and Wales.  We, the Bishops of England and Wales, 

hope that you will appreciate that the second collection 

on this Sunday is important in financing the work of the 

Mission Department, and in enabling the local Church to 

make the Joy of the Gospel a reality in England and 

Wales.  Over the past two years our emphasis has 

moved towards supporting diocesan co-ordinators in their work, as 

well as carrying out the work directed by the Holy See.  Thus, Evangelii 

Gaudium Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the beauty of our faith, 

our liturgy and Church buildings, our dialogue with others in faith, and 

our proclamation of Christ’s saving good news.  The work of the Mis-

sion Directorate concentrates on evangelisation and catechesis, the 

beauty of the Liturgy and our church buildings, and  sharing the beauty 

of the Catholic faith with Christian and non-Christians through out-

reach and dialogue. This work supports the bishops at the national level 

and helps create greater understanding. The directorate also reaches 

out to those with no faith, but who seek the Lord “with a sincere 

heart”.   The website https://www.cbcew.org.uk/what-is evangelii-

gaudium-sunday/ gives more information. There will be a collection 

TODAY for the work of the Bishop’s Conference in spreading the mes-

sage of the gospel here in the UK. 

 

SVP Presentation 

Mr Gerry Harber will make say a few words on behalf of the Society of 

St Vincent de Paul at the end of both Masses at St Robert’s Church 

TODAY. 

 

Change of Mass on Monday 

Please note there is No Adoration at St Bede’s Church on Monday, 

19th September, and Mass will be celebrated at 9.30am. 

 

Sycamore Course 

We are delighted that the Sycamore Course has begun  The next meet-

ing will be on Monday 19th September at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at 

St Robert’s Church Hall. 
 

Sunday Parking 

We ask the parishioners who park in the school grounds for Sunday 

11am Mass at St Robert’s, to remove your car from that area straight 

after Mass, so gates can be locked.  If you are staying in town, move 

your car to the main car park near the grotto area.  If not moved, while 

you go elsewhere, you could be locked in for the remainder of the day. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us.   

Heritage Days Thanks 

Very many thanks to the volunteers from St Robert’s 

for the Heritage Open Days … to those on Thursday 

who prepared the Church—Cleaners and Flower Ar-

rangers as well as those who constructed the displays, to those who 

were “on duty” in the Church or Presbytery for the times specified.  

Your help has been greatly appreciated. 

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

If any parish groups want to use the hall outside their usual / regular 

times, please always check the diary with the Parish Office, just to 

make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear for your use. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we have the opportuni-

ty for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Adoration is held Monday - 

Friday 9.25am - 9.55am (check the back page).  Come along a little early 

to experience this quiet time. 

 

Relics of St Bernadette 
What is a relic?  A Relic is a part of the physical remains of a 

saint after their death, or an object which has been in contact 

with their body. Relics are venerated to honour the holiness 

of God. Relics of St Bernadette will be present at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle from 12noon 1st October—

11am Sunday 2nd October.  You are invited to book now 

for a place. Booking is online via https://stbernadette.org.uk/  (other 

venues across the UK are available)   

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday October 13th at St Robert’s 

Church.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism are asked to 

speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil 

or Sunday morning Mass to make arrangements to attend 

this meeting.  For Baptism in one of our Churches, parents 

should live within the Parish Boundaries or be attending Mass regularly 

in one of our churches.  Do not be surprised or shocked if you are in-

formed that you should go to your own parish church or regular place of 

worship for Baptism. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass.  Please come along and join in.  Until now, 

we have been unable to restart the Tea and Cof-

fee after the 11am Mass, because of not having 

enough volunteers, however, beginning on Sun-

day 2nd October we will start with Coffee after the 11am Mass, and 

then on November 6th and December 4th.  We are very grateful for 

those who have offered to do this. 

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 9am Mass on 

YouTube every week and we also livestream the 10am Mass on a Tues-

day and Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link to 

be able to watch the Masses live or at a later time ... 

http://bit.ly/StRobert   We are always looking for peo-

ple who might be able to assist with the tablet and 

laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult and so we 

wonder if you would be able to help.  If you are able to help at the 9am 

Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, 
please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

Do you want to join the Choir? 

We are looking for new members of the choir for our 

11am Mass at St Roberts Church.  Are you able to join 

in?  Music practices has resumed for the Choir and are 

held every Wednesday at 7.15pm for about one hour.  There's no need 

to let us know beforehand, just come along and join in and learn music 

for the 11am Mass. 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

The Pilgrimage to the Holy Land leaves on Monday 10th October.   

There will be a meeting for those travelling on Friday 30th Septem-

ber at 6pm in St Robert’s Church Hall, which will be an opportunity 

to discuss the Itinerary, as well as meet some of those travelling. 



Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 

the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church and at 

the 9am Mass at St Robert’s Church on a Sunday,  

We invite all children of school age to attend and 

to come forward when called to make their way with other children 

attending. 

 

First Confession and Holy Communion Preparation 

Many thanks to all parents, catechists, and staff from schools 

who attended the Meetings this week to discuss the Prepara-

tion programme for these two sacraments.  During the Vigil 

Mass and the 9am Mass on the weekend of 1st/2nd October 

we will have the children and their families with us for the 

presentation of their “I Belong” books and their Passports; the follow-

ing Sunday they will be present once again for the Enrolment Mass. 

 

Bonus Ball 

The Bonus Ball will run again between October and December.  As in 

the past, it will be £10.00 for 10 weeks, starting 1st October.  If you 
wish to participate, please contact members of the CWL 

after Sunday Masses from next weekend or to put 

£10.00, your name and telephone number into an enve-

lope marked Bonus Ball and leave it at St Robert’s Pres-

bytery.  The weekly winner will receive £25. Don’t for-

get that you have to be in it to win it. Good Luck. 

 

Christmas Piety 

You will have already noticed that shops have started stocking Christ-

mas cards etc.  To make life easier for our Parishioners we are contin-

uing our tradition of having a Christmas Piety Stall at St. Rob-

ert's.  There will be religious cards, calendars, advent calendars, diaries, 

candles and small gifts available, all at very reasonable prices.  The first 

sale will be Sunday 25th September after both 9am and 11am Mass.  We 

also hope to offer a sale of these goods on Sunday 2nd November and 

Sunday 4th December. 

 

School Masses at our Churches  

On Wednesday, Yr6 from St Bede’s School were with us at Mass.  Each 

Wednesday a class from school will be present at the Wednesday Mass 

and the whole school will attend Mass at the end of term.  On Thurs-

day this week, St Robert’s School will be present at Mass and then a 

class will come across for Mass every Thursday morning.  On 6th Oc-

tober, the local Partnership Priests will begin a rota to celebrate Mass 

in St Benet Biscop School Chapel, beginning with the Year 7 classes. 

 

The 3C's 

As Monday this week is a Bank Holiday and the day of HM Queen Eliz-

abeth’s Funeral, there will be no meeting on Monday 19th September.  

The next meeting will be held on Monday 27th September in St Rob-

ert's Hall from 2:00pm until 4:00pm. Why not come along and join us 

for a Cuppa, Chat and Conversation with God. 
 

Welcomers 

We have only four “welcomers” for our 11am Mass at St Robert’s 

Church.  If you would like to join the small band of Welcomers for the 

11am Mass on Sundays, your help would be very much appreciated.  

Please contact Father Peter or Elizabeth Dixon  
 

Diocesan Marriage Preparation 

Members of the Diocesan Marriage Care Team (Ben and Lyn 

Cole) are holding a Marriage Preparation Day for couples 

from various parts of the diocese in St Roberts Church Hall 

on Saturday 24th September.  The Hall will not be available 

for anyone else to use during that time. 
 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s 

There will be an Autumn Fayre in St Bede’s Church Hall on Saturday 

22nd October, from 11am until 3pm.  If you can help in any way, with 

donations for the Fayre, or running a stall, please contact Christine 

Priest on  07929962813 or see her after Mass if you can help out in 

any way. 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please arrange 

your own replacement.  

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations to support 

refugees and asylum seekers.  If you can help with any of 

the following items, please leave in the box in the 

Church porch.  Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; Tinned 

Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice,   Sugar, Toilet Roll, Sham-

poo, Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and 

Toothbrushes.  Local Foodbanks also need some sup-

port.  We also have an additional box [with a red lid] at 

the entrance of St Robert’s Church for the Wansbeck 

Valley Foodbank and the food bin for the Matthew Pro-

ject is at the entrance of St Bede’s Church.  Donations 

of all non-perishable food items are welcome to be placed into the bins 

for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

Stella Maris: Invitation to webinar 

Thank you for your recent generous support for seafarers 

and fishers on Sea Sunday. As a follow up, Catholic charity 

Stella Maris (formerly called Apostleship of the Sea) invites 

you to join a webinar on Tuesday 27th September from 
7.30pm to 9pm GMT to learn more about the issue of sea-

farer abandonment, and how donations like yours on Sea 

Sunday are supporting those in crisis. If you would like to attend, please 

register in advance at www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment  Thank 

you. 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the 

donations made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham and New-

castle is registered to take advantage of this scheme and we benefit 

greatly from it.  If you are a UK taxpayer and are not 

already a member of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme 

we would be most grateful if you would consider join-

ing it.  Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or 

Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Considering Your Vocation: Enquiry Nights 

Could God be calling you to Priesthood or Religious Life, or even as a Perma-

nent Deacon?  The Vocations Team extends an invitation to men aged 

18+, who might be thinking about a vocation the the Priesthood to an 

enquirers evening.  The evenings will take place at the Cloister Cafe, St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on Tuesday 25th October 2022 and 

Tuesday 6th December 2022.  We start at 6.00pm with a period of 

prayer, talk/discussion, followed by a meal together, finishing around 

8.00pm.  If you would like to attend, or for more information, please 

contact the Vocations Promoter - Father Shaun Purdy, vocationspro-

moter@diocesehn.org.uk or by phone 01670 812 200 

 

Supporting the Northern Brethren Fund 

The Northern Brethren Fund is a charity run by priests of this diocese, 

to support the sick and the retired priests of the diocese.  The NBF 

gives out approximately £15,000 per month to our retired priests to 

support them.  Can you support the NBF?  Can you make a regular 

contribution via Standing Order, or a one-off gift or even leave a legacy 

in your will for the NBF.  Any help towards the NBF’s work will be 

greatly appreciated.  Please contact Fr Peter if you need more infor-

mation, or see the A$ information sheets or at the back of church. 

 
Pakistan Floods 

The flooding in Pakistan in the last couple of weeks has caused devasta-

tion to almost one third of the country of Pakistan.  So many people 

have been killed, others have lost everything they had, people are now 

so reliant on others for help.  You can donate online via CAFOD at 

their website https://www.cafod.org.uk/  If you are able to help in any 

way, it would be appreciated by so many.  Or take one of the CAFOD 

Pakistan  envelopes from the back of church and return to us and we 

will forward to CAFOD. 

 

CAFOD Fast Day 

This will be marked on Friday 7th October.   

CAFOD Family Fast Day envelopes will be 

available from next weekend to enable you, 

if you wish, to make a donation. 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for September 2022 

Abolition of the Death Penalty:  We pray that the death penalty,  

which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 17th  September 

 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass:   

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Intentions of Pamela Wright  

Sunday 18th September 

25th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Michael Lillico 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 19th September 
Weekday 

 ** 9.30am Mass: James and Sarah Craik ** 

Tuesday 20th September 
SS Andrew Kim, Paul Chong Hasang  
and Companions, (Korean Martyrs) 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: No Intention 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 21st September 
St Matthew 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Dcd of Tait & Murphey Families  

Thursday 22nd September  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: No Intention 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 23rd September 
St Pius of Pietrelcina  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: People of the Parish 

Saturday 24th September 
Our Lady of Walsingham 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: No Intention 

10.30am—11am Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 25th September 

26th Sunday Yr C 

9am Mass:  Beatrice Buchta 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Training and Commissioning of Lay Leaders of Communion 

The Diocese is offering “Training and Commissioning of New Lay Lead-

ers of Holy Communion” - those who lead our Services of Word and 

Holy Communion, who should be officially commissioned by the Dio-

cese.  These meetings will be held on Monday 3rd October, Monday 

10th October and Monday 17th October, from 9.30am - 4pm at St 

Joseph’s Church, Fellgate Jarrow.  I invite those Ministers currently 

leading Services at St Bede’s, who have not yet been commissioned, to 

be part of this training and commissioning, and if there are any people 

in either parish able to take this on as a new role and ministry, please 

speak to Fr Peter by Sunday 18th September, as bookings have to be 

made asap. 

 

Formation for New Readers of the Liturgy of the Word 

The Diocesan Liturgical Team have organised a Formation Course for 

New Readers of the Word, to make sure that the Word of God is 

properly proclaimed. Day 1 is taking place on Tuesday 13th September 

from 7pm – 9pm at St Joseph’s, Jarrow.  Day 2 is taking place on Satur-

day 17th September from 10am – 4pm at St Joseph’s, Jarrow.  To book 

your place please email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  
 

Extraordinary Ministers Days of Reflection 

Four Days of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion have been arranged by the Diocesan 

Liturgical Formation Team.  If you wish to attend one 

please email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  They 

are being held at Fenham,  Gateshead, Houghton le Spring 

and Hartlepool.  You only have to go to one, not all!  To 

book  your  p l ace  p le ase  ema i l  admin -

faith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk  

 

Mass Intentions 

Very unusually, we have three days this week at St Robert’s Church 

without a Mass Intention.  This rarely happens.  If anyone wishes to 

have a Mass offered on one of these days please speak directly to Fr 

Peter. 

Marys Meals 

The world's forgotten children are in crisis.  This year, conflict, 

COVID19, climate change and the rising cost of living have converged 

to create world hunger on an unprecedented scale.  

Over 5.7 million children under 5 are now a step away 

from famine.  At Mary’s Meals, we remain resolute in 

our mission to end child hunger. We offer a simple and scalable solu-

tion to the growing hunger crisis; but we need your help. We believe 

that everyone has something unique to contribute to our mission.  The 

time to act is now.  £15.90 will feed a child with Marys Meals every 

school day for one year.  Can you help?  www.marysmeals.org.uk  
 

Online Donations Now Accepted 

You are now able to make donations to your parish online via the diocesan 

website.  Single donations using this system are very easy.   

1. Log on to the Diocesan website, www.diocesehn.org.uk 

2. Click on DONATE at the top of the front page of the website.  

Several different options appear of who to make a donation to.   

3. Scroll down to “Search for Location”. 

4. Type the name of the place you are looking for eg “Morpeth” or 

“Bedlington” and the details will appear underneath your typed 

search.   

5. Click DONATE and follow the onscreen instructions.    

This money goes directly into Central Diocesan Funds and will be allocated 

on a later date to the Parish Deposit Account.  To set up regular donations 

on this system you have to have a “MyGivingHub”  Account, so it is proba-

bly easier to contact the Parish Office to set up a Standing Order / Gift Aid 
 

A prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, now 6 

months since the war began… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine,  for all those suffering 

or afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.  We pray 

for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their 

choices.   We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may 

reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we 

walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the 

people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 

http://aolsearch.aol.co.uk/aol/redir?src=image&clickedItemURN=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodthiefchurch.ca%2Fimages%2Fmass9t.gif&moduleId=image_details.jsp.M&clickedItemDescription=Image%20Details

