
In the face of the seemingly impossible demands of discipleship, it is easy for our faith to 

falter.  This is probably how the apostles feel when they approach Jesus and make the plea, 

“Increase our faith!”  Now if we were hearing this story for the first time, how would we 

expect Jesus to respond?  We’d expect Jesus to work a miracle of course.  A miracle 

would certainly have increased the faith of those who could have witnessed it first hand, 

but would it have had the same impact for the rest of us?  Jesus refrains from working a 

miracle to increase the faith of his apostles, instead he gives a piece of wisdom which is as 

inspirational and as motivational for us today as it must have been all those years ago. 

 

Jesus tells us that if we only have faith the size of a tiny 

mustard seed we have enough.  In other words, faith is 

so powerful that we don’t need very much of it to do 

great things.  This is good news for all of us who have 

long felt our faith is flagging.  Suddenly the challenge is 

not to strengthen or develop our faith, but to have faith 

in the little faith we’ve already got. 

 

So how can we use our mustard seed of faith to do great things?  Jesus 

tells us that all we have to do is take our mustard seed of faith and act.  

We should stop worrying about how little or how much faith we have 

and get on with God’s work.  Like the tireless servant who comes in from 

the field and prepares his masters’ evening meal before his own, so we 

must live our lives faithful to Jesus’ teachings.  When we live our lives 

faithful to God how can we fail to see results, and once we begin to see 

results how can our seeds of faith fail to grow? 

Sunday 2nd October 2022 - 27th Sunday of the Year [C] 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are 

asked to pray for: The Spread of the Gospel; 

The Harvest, the Fruits of Human Work, and 

the Reverent Use of Creation; Students and 

Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; All 

Victims of War; Young People; Prisoners and 

their Families.  Please pray for those we know 

who are unwell, as well as the many who have 

no one to pray for them; for those in hospital; 

for all who have died recently, including Phil Stokes [Morpeth] 

whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Robert’s Church 

on 3rd October at 10am; for Susan Cox [Bedlington] whose 

Funeral Service will be held at St Bede’s Church on Wednesday 

5th October at 11.15am; for Dorothy Mullen [Bedlington], 

whose Funeral Service will be held at St Bede’s Church on 6th 

October at 11am; for Charles Balmbro [Bedlington] whose 

Funeral Service will be held at St Bede’s Church on Tuesday 11th 

October at 11.15am; and for all whose anniversaries occur at 

this time. 

 

Church Collections: 24th / 25th September 

St Bede’s Church:  £184.60 / St Robert’s Church: £453.70 

 

CAFOD Fast Day 

CAFOD’s Harvest Fast Day will be marked on Friday 7th Octo-

ber.  No-one deserves to go hungry.  Please pick up a Fast Day 

envelope and give what you can. Return 

your donation next Sunday or soon after.  

Don’t forget to fill out the ‘gift aid’ decla-

ration if you are a UK tax payer. 

 

Welcomers 

Many thanks to those who volunteered to become “welcomers” 

for our 11am Mass at St Robert’s Church, following last week’s 

appeal.  If you would like to join the small band of Welcomers 

for the 9am or 11am Mass on Sundays, your help would be very 

much appreciated.  Please contact Father Peter or Elizabeth Dix-

on  

 

First Holy Communion Preparation 

This weekend, Saturday 1st  and Sunday 2nd October, we are cel-

ebrating the beginning of our preparation for First 

Holy Communion.  At the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s and at the 9am Sunday morning Mass at St 

Robert’s Church, we will celebrate the Presentation 

of the “I Belong” books and their “Passport for Holy 

Communion” for the young children.  The first catechesis ses-

sions will be held this week according to the programme already 

handed out, and then next weekend of (8th / 9th Octo-

ber), we will celebrate the Rite of Enrolment for the 

children and their parents at the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at 

St Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass at St Robert’s 

Church.  We ask that you pray for these children and 

their families at this important time, when we hope 

they come to know Jesus as they have never known him before. 

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be held on Mon-

day 3rd October at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s 

Church Hall. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we 

have the opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Adoration is held Monday - Friday 

9.25am - 9.55am (check the back page).  Come along a 

little early to experience this quiet time. 

 

October the Month of the Rosary 

Please join the “Rosary Chain” by signing the form at 

the back of St Robert’s Church and say one decade of 

the Rosary each day during the month of October.  If 

we have 20 participants then the whole Rosary will be 

said each day for peace in the world. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

during the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s 

Church and at the 9am Mass at St Robert’s 

Church on a Sunday,  We invite all children 

of school age to attend and to come for-

ward when called, to make their way with 

other children attending. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday October 13th at St 

Robert’s Church.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism are asked to 

speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Sat-

urday Vigil or Sunday morning Mass to make 

arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Bap-

tism in one of our Churches, parents should live 

within the Parish Boundaries and be attending 

Mass regularly in one of our churches. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil Mass and after the 

9am Mass.  Please come along and join in.   

Tea and Coffee also resumes today after the 11am 

Mass.  Many thanks to those who have offered to 

do this.  If anyone else is willing to get involved 

please let us know.  In the meantime it will be held 

on the first Sunday, on  November 6th and Decem-

ber 4th.    

 

St Robert’s Choir at 11am Mass  

Do you want to join the Choir?  We are looking for new mem-

bers of the choir for our 11am Mass at St Roberts 

Church.  Are you able to join in?  Music practices 

have resumed for the Choir and are held every 

Wednesday at 7.15pm for about one hour.  There's 

no need to let us know beforehand, just come along and join in 

and learn music for the 11am Mass. 

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Halls are available for booking for private groups.  The rate 

is £20 an hour.  Please contact the parish office for further infor-

mation.  If any regular groups want to use the hall outside their 

usual times, please always check the diary with the Parish Office, 

just to make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear 

for your use. 

 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s 

There will be an Autumn Fayre in St Bede’s Church Hall on Sat-

urday 22nd October, from 11am until 3pm.  If you can help in any 

way, with donations for the Fayre, or running a stall, please con-

tact Christine Priest on  07929 962 813 or see her after Mass 

if you can help out in any way. 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please 

arrange your own replacement.  

 

Traidcraft Fair: Big Brew 2022 

 Saturday 8th October, 10am—12noon, at St Aidan’s Church 

Hall, Shields Road, Stobhill, Morpeth.  Stalls, Games and 

Fairtrade Goods.  All Welcome 



Christmas Piety 

We hope to offer a sale of Christmas Piety goods on Sunday 2nd 

November and Sunday 4th December. 

 

‘Coffee Morning for KCMC, Tanzania’ 

Peter Smith will be holding a Coffee 

Morning in aid of Kilmanjaro Christian 

Medical Centre on Saturday 15th Octo-

ber, from 10am - 12noon in St Robert’s 

Church Hall.  Cakes/Raffle/Tombola/Crafts available.  Peter is 

travelling out to Tanzania again after a 3 year absence due to 

COVID-19 travel restrictions. Please support if possible.  Thank 

you.  

 

“Come to the Well” 

In response to the requests from the parish survey at St Rob-

ert’s Church earlier this year we are providing an opportunity 

to explore and experience different ways of creative praying.  

These will be held on the first Thursday of the month beginning 

on October 6th, from 7pm-8pm, in St. 

Robert's Church Hall, in the Upstairs 

Meeting Room.  We hope those who 

requested such activities will make an 

effort to attend, as well as anyone else 

who may feel inspired to come along. 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need dona-

tions to support refugees and asylum seekers.  If 

you can help with any of the following items, please 

leave in the box in the Church porch.  Tinned To-

matoes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  

Rice,   Sugar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, 

Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.  

Local Foodbanks also need some support.  We 

also have an additional box [with a red lid] at the entrance of St 

Robert’s Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank and the 

food bin for the Matthew Project is at the entrance of St Bede’s 

Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are wel-

come to be placed into the bins for those less fortunate than 

ourselves. 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the 

parish?  The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government spon-

sored scheme whereby registered charities can receive a 

‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations 

made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of 

Hexham and Newcastle is registered to 

take advantage of this scheme and we 

benefit greatly from it.  If you are a UK taxpayer and are not 

already a member of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme we would 

be most grateful if you would consider joining it.  Please contact 

Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Considering Your Vocation: Enquiry Nights 

Could God be calling you?  The Vocations Team extends an invita-

tion to men aged 18+, who might be thinking about a vocation 

the Priesthood to an enquirers evening.  The evenings will take 

place at the Cloister Cafe, St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on 

Tuesday 25th October 2022 and Tuesday 6th December 2022.  

We start at 6.00pm with a period of prayer, talk/

discussion, followed by a meal together, finishing around 

8.00pm.  If you would like to attend, or for more information, 

please contact the Vocations Promoter - Father Shaun Purdy, 

vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk or by phone 01670 812 

200 

 

Marys Meals 

Mary’s Meals serves nutritious school meals 

to children living in some of the world’s 

poorest countries. The promise of a good 

meal attracts these hungry children into the 

classroom, giving them the energy to learn 

and hope for a better future.  They are al-

ready feeding more than two million chil-

dren every school day – and, with your sup-

port they can reach the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s 

Meals.  It costs just £15.90 to feed a child in a place of educa-

tion for a whole school year.  If you are able to set up a month-

ly Direct Debit to Mary’s Meals, your first three donations will 

be tripled – thanks to a group of generous donors who have 

made funds available up to £150,000.  Check their website 

www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a section on their website 

where you can buy Christmas Cards or buy gifts to feed children 

at Christmastime. 

 

CTiB Month of Guided Prayer 

Churches Together in Bedlington are holding a Month of Guided 

prayer, starting on Monday 3rd October 2022 at 6.30pm at St 

Cuthbert’s Church, Bedlington.  CTiB is offering the chance for 

individuals to meet with a prayer guide for 30 minutes once a 

week for four weeks to talk about their journey with God and 

to explore new avenues of prayer.  A Month of Guided Prayer is 

a wonderful opportunity to:  Take time out; Deepen your rela-

tionship with God; Discover new ways of praying  Find help with 

any kind of decision; discover who you really are.  A Month of 

Guided Prayer is for anyone who would like to deepen their 

prayer life - whatever stage of the journey you are at.  For infor-

mation, please contact…Susan Ramshaw  07910460868 

 

Morpeth Ageing Well 

‘Morpeth Ageing Well’ is an opportunity for older people to 

come and hear about ways of keeping safe and well this coming 

winter.  This event is organised by the Morpeth Ageing Well 

Team and the Mary Hollon Trustees.  Entry is free on Wednes-

day 12th October, at the Corn Exchange at Morpeth Town Hall, 

from 10am - 2pm.  More details available from the Mayor of 

Morpeth, Alison Byard or by ringing  01670 515391 or  

07963 306549. 

 

Bonus Ball 

Thank you to everyone that has taken a 

Bonus Ball, 98 numbers were sold. (59 on 

the 1st board and 39 on the 2nd). The 1st 

draw will be the Bonus Ball taken from the 

National Lotto Draw on Saturday 1st Octo-

ber. The 1st winners will be listed on next weekends Newslet-

ter. Good luck! 

 

3C’s Club 

The next meeting will place in St Robert’s Church Hall on Mon-

day 3rd October from 2:00pm until 4:00pm. Why not come and 

join us for a Cuppa, Chat and Conversation with God. Plus, may 

be a few songs and a game of Bingo. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping 

in Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner 

who has moved house and need to update your details?  An 

online form is now available to send in your information via 

https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--

updated-info or complete one of the forms available at Church 

and send back to us. 

 

 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for October 2022 

A Church Open to Everyone: We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 

Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

Masses and Intentions this week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 1st October 
St Therese of the Child Jesus (Lisieux) 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Brenda and Tony McLaughlin (60thA) 

10.30am—11am Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Derek Bennett  

Sunday 2nd October 

27th Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass:  Ted and Ann Lewington 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 3rd October 
Weekday 

10am Requiem Mass: Phil Stokes  9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 4th October 
St Francis of Assisi 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Ken and Eileen Percival 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 5th October 
St Maria Faustina Kowalska 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Francis Reid McAlroy  

11.15am Funeral Service: Susan Cox 

Thursday 6th October  
St Bruno  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Bill Smith 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

11.00am Funeral Service: Dorothy Mullen  

Friday 7th October 
Our Lady of the Rosary 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Owen, Dorothy & 

                                               Owen Tomlinson 

Saturday 8th October  
Weekday 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Cecil John Walker 

10.30am—11am Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish  

Sunday 9th October 

28th Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass: Helen and Douglas Cone  

11am Mass: People of the Parish  

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sun-

day 9am Mass on YouTube every week and 

we also livestream the 10am Mass on a Tues-

day and Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link to be able to 

watch the Masses live or at a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   

We have appealed for extra help for many months, with only 

very little response.  Might you be able to assist with the tablet 

and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult 

and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you can,  

please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

Retrouvaille: to help Couples in their Marriages 

Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have diffi-

culties in their marriage.  There is no group therapy or group 

work. For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’  call or 

text  07887 296983 or  07973 380443 or email retrouvail-

leukin fo@gmai l .com -  or v is i t  the ir  website 

www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 

Supporting the Northern Brethren Fund 

The Northern Brethren Fund is a charity run by priests of this 

diocese, to support the sick and the retired priests of the dio-

cese.  The NBF gives out approximately £15,000 per month to 

our retired priests to support them.  Can you support the NBF?  

Can you make a regular contribution via Standing Order, or a 

one-off gift or even leave a legacy in your will for the NBF.  Any 

help towards the NBF’s work will be greatly appreciated.  Please 

contact Fr Peter if you need more information, or see the infor-

mation sheets at the back of church. 

 

Prayers for Ukraine 

Pope Francis has appealed for prayers for the people of 

Ukraine.  The Pope said he had recently 

spoken with Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, 

the Papal Almoner, who was in Ukraine 

on his fourth humanitarian and pastoral 

mission there.  Shortly after arriving in 

Ukraine Cardinal Krajewski came under 

fire while delivering humanitarian aid near 

the city of Zaporizhzhia. He then visited the recently-liberated 

Ukrainian city of Izium with Bishop Pavlo Honcharuk of the 

Kharkiv-Zaporizhzhia Diocese, where at least 500 bodies have 

been found, including 400 in unmarked graves.  "There are nei-

ther words nor tears", the Papal almoner said. "Only prayer can 

alleviate the heart so burdened by pain."  Pope Francis asked 

that everyone keep close in their thoughts and prayers the 

"noble and martyred" people of Ukraine. 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, 

now 7 months+ since the war began… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those 

suffering or afraid, that you will be close to them and protect 

them.  We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and 

wisdom to guide their choices.  We pray for the world that in 

this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our 

brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways so that 

peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine 

and for all the world.  Amen 


