
We are invited to church to worship God but there are huge numbers of people who have never 

set foot in a church and have no intention of finding God.  These are the people that Jesus is deter-

mined to seek out and save. Jesus doesn’t wait for people to seek him out, he seeks them out first.  

To Jesus it doesn’t matter to what depths someone has sunk, salvation is still an option. 

 

Zacchaeus is an example of the most despised of crooks.  He is a chief 
tax collector who has made great wealth on the back of his oppressed 

fellow Jews.  In Jesus’ day, tax collectors were put in the same category 

as thieves and murderers.  Because they were in the employment of 

the Romans, Jewish tax collectors were regarded as traitors by their 

own people.  Although hugely wealthy, Zacchaeus must have felt lonely 

and isolated.  He certainly makes a good subject for a parable that tells 

us how Jesus reaches out to the lowliest and most despicable. 

 

On this particular day, Zacchaeus, curious to catch a glimpse of Jesus 

runs ahead, and being of small stature climbs up into a tree.  But alt-

hough it is Zacchaeus who wants to see Jesus, it is actually Jesus who 

spots Zacchaeus and tells him that he will be dining at his house that 

day. 

 

It is disappointing that we don’t get to hear what went on between Jesus and Zacchaeus at that 

meal, but we do know that Zacchaeus was suddenly a changed man.  We don’t know what was 

said, but we do know Jesus’ intention. Jesus had come to save those who were lost. To be lost 

means to become disassociated with the person God wants us to be. Jesus has a talent for looking 

beyond sin to the people we can become.  Somehow Jesus was about to show Zacchaeus who he 

could really be. 

 

The parable of Zacchaeus is a great comfort to us, however low we have sunk, Jesus is determined 

to seek us out and show us a better way. 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for: The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits 

of Human Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; 

Students and Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; 

All Victims of War; Young People; Prisoners and their 

Families.  Please pray for those we know who are un-

well, as well as the many who have no one to pray for 

them; for those in hospital; for all who have died re-

cently, including John Dymond [Morpeth] whose Req-

uiem Mass is to be celebrated on Thursday 3rd November at 11.15am at St 

Robert’s Church, followed by burial at Bockenfield; for Jack Brown 

[Morpeth] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 10am on Wednes-

day 9th November at St Robert’s followed by Cremation at Cowpen 

Crematorium at 11.30am; for Greg Farrell [Longhirst] whose Funeral 

Service will be held at Cowpen Crematorium at 12.15pm on Wednesday 

9th November; Betty Watson, mother of Canon Stephen Watson, who 

died on Thursday; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections - 22nd / 23rd October  

St Bede’s Church: - £203.75 / St Robert’s Church: £528.80 

 

World Mission Sunday 

Many Thanks to everyone who supported the Retir-

ing Collection last weekend for World Mission Sun-

day.  At St Robert’s £238.32 was collected and at St 

Bede’s £104.45 was collected.  Many thanks.  This 

money will greatly help the work of the Missions and the spread of the 

gospel around the world. 

 

Autumn Fayre 

The Autumn Fayre was held at St Bede’s last Saturday and a lot of work 

was put into preparing and running the stalls.  Thanks to everyone in-

volved.  Many thanks also to everyone who turned up and supported.  A 

total of £1,114.64 has been raised from the Fayre.  Very many thanks.  

Please note that there are still many prizes left from the Raffle and a 

list of Raffle Winners is on the noticeboard near the entrance to the 

Hall. 

 

Clergy Training Fund 

The Clergy Training Fund opens TODAY, Sunday 30th October.  There 

will be a Retiring Collection at Masses this weekend, and the Fund re-

mains open until 20th November for further donations from individuals or 

parish groups. 

 

The Solemnity of All Saints: a Holyday of Obligation  

We celebrate the Feast of All Saints Day on Tuesday 1st November.  This 

is a Holyday of Obligation, when we are obliged to attend 

Mass.  Masses will be celebrated at 10am at St Bede’s 

Church, Bedlington and 12.30pm and 7pm at St Robert's 

Church in Morpeth.   In the Catholic Church we do not 

celebrate ‘Halloween’, but we do celebrate ‘All Hallows’, or 

‘All Saints’, remembering all those men and women who 

have gone before us and now live in the kingdom of heaven with the Lord 

Jesus 

 

The Feast of All Souls 

The Feast of All Souls, in which we commemorate the Souls of All the 

Faithful Departed, will be celebrated on Wednesday 2nd November and 

there will be 10am Mass at St Bede’s Church and 12.30pm 

Mass at St Robert’s Church.  This Feast day gives us the 

opportunity to come together to pray for the Souls of all 

who have died, family, friends, parishioners, those who have 

died recently, those who have died in the last year and all 

those who have been dead for a number of years or even for many years.  

It is all of them that we celebrate on All Souls Day.   

 

Rosary at our Cemeteries 

We will gather to pray the Rosary for 

the souls of all the Faithful Departed at 

St Mary’s Cemetery, Morpeth at 3pm 

on Sunday 6th November, and at 3pm 

on Sunday 13th  November at Fairmoor 

Cemetery, Morpeth. 

 

Bonus Ball 

There was only one winner of Week 4 Bonus Ball - Fa-

ther Peter with number 34.  Congratulations! 

 

Wedding Congratulations 

We offer our prayers and best wishes to Laura Haigh and 

Robert Straker whose Wedding Service was celebrated at St 

Bede’s Church on Wednesday 26th October.  We hope and 

pray that the Lord will bless them during their married life. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we have the opportunity 

for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Adoration is held Monday - 

Friday 9.25am - 9.55am (check the back page).  Come along a little early to 

experience this quiet time. 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please arrange 

your own replacement.  

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 5.30pm 

Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass at St 

Robert’s Church on a Sunday,  We invite all children of 

school age to attend and to come forward when called, to 

make their way with other children attending. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday November 17th at St Bede’s 

Church at Bedlington.  Parents seeking a baby's baptism are asked to 

speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday morn-

ing Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Baptism in 

one of our Churches, parents should live within the Parish Boundaries and 

be attending Mass regularly in one of our churches. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil Mass and after the 9am Mass.  

Please come along and join in.  Tea and Coffee has also resumed after the 

11am Mass.  Many thanks to those who have offered to do this.  If anyone 

else is willing to get involved please let us know.  In the 

meantime it will be held on the first Sunday of the 

month, on  November 6th and December 4th.    

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Halls are available for booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  

Please contact the parish office for further information.  If any regular 

groups want to use the hall outside their usual times, please always check 

the diary with the Parish Office, just to make sure no one else has booked 

it and that it is clear for your use. 

 

Christmas Piety 

We will be having a sale of Christmas Piety goods at St Robert of New-

minster Church Hall on Sunday 6th November and Sunday 4th December. 

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

31th October at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church Hall.  

Sycamore: Session 6 - The Bible 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make donations of food 

for those less fortunate than ourselves.  We collect for 

both local foodbanks and for refugees and asylum seekers 

supported by the diocesan Justice and Peace Group.  We 

have one bin for the Matthew Project at St Bede’s and two 

bins for the Justice and Peace Group; and one for each at 

St Robert’s Church.  If you can support, it would be great-

ly appreciated.  If you can help with any of the following 

items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Refu-

gees are looking for Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; Tinned 

Fish (e.g. tuna); Biscuits,  Rice, Sugar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, 

Shower Gel, Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.  Local 

Foodbanks will accept any form of dried or tinned food, as well as toilet-

ries and health products. Thank you for your support 

 

Holy Souls Envelopes 

In recent years we had Holy Souls envelopes available throughout the 

month of November, to help us remember the souls of all the faithful 

departed, especially those within our families who have died, and friends 

and parishioners no longer with us.  We will have these envelopes availa-

ble once again this year. 

 



Preparing for First Holy Communion 

Sessions Three and Four of “I Belong” will be held in November:  

3.30pm – 4.30pm, 10th November in St Robert’s Church Hall, Morpeth  

3.30pm – 4.30pm, 15th November, St Bede’ Church Hall, Bedlington  

We hope that all parents will already have this date in the 

diary as a reminder that the children will need to bring their 

books to school with them on that day, having already com-

pleted sessions one and two as ‘homework’.  We also en-

courage attendance at Sunday Mass and encourage the Chil-

dren to bring their “passports” to get them signed ta the end 

of Mass. 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

Can you help the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes next year? We need 

nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to pro-

vide care to the assisted pilgrims who travel with us. Previous 

helpers have found it is a rewarding and spiritually uplifting 

week. We plan to travel on Friday 28th July. If you would like 

to find out more information please email 

lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  …  

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  

 

New Crematorium at Bockenfield 

Northumberland now has a new Crematorium.  Opened only in recent 

days by the Duchess of Northumberland, the new Crematorium is located 

at the Woodland Burial Site at Bockenfield just up the A1, close by the 

airfield at Eshott.  This Crematorium now runs alongside the Woodland 

Burial site at the same place.  More information is available on the website 

www.northumbrianwoodlandburials.com.  The opening of this new Crem-

atorium provides an very good alternative for those who choose a Cre-

mation Service or a Cremation after a Mass or Service and within a short 

distance of our local parishes. 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  The 

Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme whereby 

registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations 

made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham 

and Newcastle is registered to take advantage of 

this scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If you 

are a UK taxpayer and are not already a member 

of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme we would be most grateful if you would 

consider joining it.  Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our 

Parish Secretary. 

 

3C’s Club 

The next meeting will place in St Robert’s Church Hall on Monday 31st 

October from 2pm until 4pm.  Why not come and join us for a Cuppa, 

Chat and Conversation with God, plus maybe a few songs and a game of 

Bingo.  New members always welcome. 

 

Clergy Meetings 

Fr Peter is attending the following Clergy Meetings in the next few 

weeks ... 

• Vicariate Clergy Meeting (Whole of Northumberland, Priests and 

Deacons) on Thursday 3rd November at 3.30pm, at St Bede’s 

Church Hall, Bedlington.   

• Extraordinary Meeting of the Council of Priests at 10.45am on 

Friday 4th November at Sacred Heart, North Gosforth.   

• Ongoing Clergy Formation Day on Tuesday 8th November at the 

Holiday Inn, Seaton Burn from 10.30am - 4pm;  

• Council of Priests Meeting at St Michael’s, Houghton le Spring on 

Thursday 10th November at 10.45am. 

• As Dean of the Partnership, Fr Peter will also be leading the In-

duction of Fr Sebastian Theyyakill as Parish Priest of New Hartley 

on Wednesday 16th November. 

 

Mass for Deceased Catenians 

Fr Peter will celebrate an extra Mass on Wednesday 9th November at 

7.00pm for the Deceased Members of the Morpeth Circle of the Catenian  

Association.  All Welcome 

 

Finance Committee Meetings 

A long overdue meeting of St Bede’s Finance Committee will be held on 

Thursday 10th November at 6.30pm at St Bede’s.  A meeting will also be 

held in the near future of St Robert’s Finance Committee, as it is some-

time since we last met.  

Come to the Well 

Join us for quiet and contemplative prayer, on Thursday November 3rd 

7pm - 8pm  (Upper Room in Church Hall).  More information from mrs 

Chris Smith. 

 

Marys Meals 

Mary’s Meals serves nutritious school meals to children living 

in some of the world’s poorest countries. The promise of a 

good meal attracts these hungry children into the classroom, 

giving them the energy to learn and hope for a better future.  

They are already feeding more than two million chil-

dren every school day – and, with your support they can 

reach the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s Meals.  It costs 

just £15.90 to feed a child in a place of education for a whole school year.  

If you are able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to Mary’s Meals, your first 

three donations will be tripled – thanks to a group of generous donors 

who have made funds available up to £150,000.  Check their website 

www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a section on their website where 

you can buy Christmas Cards or buy gifts to feed children at Christmas-

time. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in Touch” 

form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has moved 

house and need to update your details?  An online form is now available 

to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/

new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the forms available 

at Church and send back to us. 

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 9am 

Mass on YouTube every week and we also livestream 

the 10am Mass on a Tuesday and Thursday whenever 

possible.  Use this link to be able to watch the Masses 

live or at a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   We have appealed for extra 

help for many months, with only very little response.  Might you be able 

to assist with the tablet and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  

It’s not difficult and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you 

can,  please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

SVP Recruitment follow-up meeting -change of date 

The follow-up meeting for prospective new members will take place at 

7.30 pm on Thursday 27th October in St Robert’s hall. All those who put 

their names on the lists after Mass are cordially invited as also is anyone 

else who may be considering joining the SVP.   We will have Mike Burke 

who is treasurer of Tyne Central Council of the SVP and possibly others 

in attendance to give further information. 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

A Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will 

be held on Saturday 26th November  from 10.30am-4pm  at St Joseph's, 

Hartlepool, TS26 9EY.  Tea and coffee will be provided but bring your 

own packed lunch.  The Cost will be £15 per person.  Booking deadline 

Monday 21st November. 

 

Flame 2023 

The fifth Flame Congress will take place on Saturday 4th March 2023 at 

Wembley Arena, London.  The theme for this Congress is ‘Rise Up!’ call-

ing young people to rise up as Mary did when she ‘rose up and went with 

haste’ (Luke 1:39) to the house of Elizabeth; calling 

young people to rise up after the pandemic; and call-

ing them to rise up each day to say ‘Yes’ to the great 

adventure of faith.   In coming weeks names have to be submitted to the 

area reps at St Benet Biscop School who will coordinate our local area.  

Flame is for young people in Year 9 (usually 14 years old) and above. Typi-

cally, there are large numbers of Year 10, Year 11, Sixth Form and Uni-

versity students.  Morning trains will be leaving Newcastle around 

7.00am/7.30am.  Evening trains will be leaving around 7.30pm/8.00pm to 

travel back to the North East.  Any young person wishing to travel is 

asked to drop off a letter / email to the Parish Office at either St Robert’s 

or St Bede’s, with a £10 deposit. 

 

Christian Aid Ceilidh 

The annual Christian Aid Ceilidh will this year be held on Saturday 19th 

November in St George’s Church Hall starting at 7.30pm, dancing to St 

George’s URC Band.  There will be a bar and a raffle.  

Tickets cost £5 for adults, children free! Available from 

Eileen or Gerry Harber - Tel 517829.  Come and have fun!! 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for October 2022 

A Church Open to Everyone: We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be 

a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 29th October  
Weekday No Mass Today 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  George & Ellen Arkle  

Sunday 30th October 

31st Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Alice Wallace  

 

Monday 31st October 
Weekday 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  George & Ellen Arkle  

Tuesday 1st November 

All Saints (Holyday) 
12.30pm Mass: [Priests Intention] 

7.00pm Mass: People of the Parish 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: People of the Parish 

Wednesday 2nd November 
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 

12.30pm Mass: CWL FF 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Holy Souls  

Thursday 3rd November 

St Winifride / St Martin de Porres 
11.15am Mass: Requiem Mass for John  

                                             and Betty Dymond 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 4th November 
St Charles Borromeo 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass:  [Priests Intention] 

Saturday 5th November 
Weekday 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Margaret & Raymond Taylor Walker  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Marie Davies & Alan Nixon 

Sunday 6th November 

31st Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass:  Helen & Douglas Cone  

11.00am Mass:  People of the Parish 

3.00pm The Rosary at St Mary’s Cemetery 

 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

WVFB are looking to recruit some volunteers!  They have vacancies for 

warehouse volunteers who sort food donations and pack bags, and also 

to buddy with their drivers who deliver parcels to those in need.  They 

are based in Northgate Hospital, Morpeth.   Typical shifts are up to 3 

hours per day.  You can help us once a week, or once a month, whatever 

time you can spare.   If you would like to request an application form, 

contact them via email on wansbeckvalleyfoodbank@gmail.com  

 

Considering Your Vocation: Enquiry Nights 

Could God be calling you?  The Vocations Team extends an invitation to 

men aged 18+, who might be thinking about a vocation the Priesthood to 

an enquirers evening.  The evenings will take place at the Cloister Cafe, St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on Tuesday 25th October 2022 and Tuesday 

6th December 2022.  We start at 6.00pm with a period of prayer, talk/

discussion, followed by a meal together, finishing around 8.00pm.  If you 

would like to attend, or for more information, please contact 

the Vocations Promoter - Father Shaun Purdy, vocationspromot-

er@diocesehn.org.uk or by phone 01670 812 200 

 

Hope Church needs your help 

Hope Church, Bedlington run supported housing projects helping parents 

and children that have fled domestic abuse.  They are in need of a single 

bed, 2 wardrobes and 2 chests of drawers.  If you know about any that 

are in good condition and immediately available, please could you email 

Tom [Tom Gallagher, Hope Church Bedlington, Mob: 07834014655, 

www.hopechurchbedlington.co.uk] 

 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: 

• Safeguarding Administrator, Department for Safeguarding, 

Newcastle full-time permanent.  Closing date for applications: 9th 

November 

• Parish Secretary, St Joseph, Stanley – part-time (24 hours), 

permanent.  Closing date for applications: 11th November. 

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact  0191 243 

3301. 

Caritas Social Action and St John of God Hospitallers 

Caritas Social Action Network, in partnership with St John of God Hospi-

taller Services, an international Catholic Charity with many services for 

the vulnerable in the UK and Ireland, have 

launched a service to bring together 

Ukrainian people displaced by the brutal 

war in their country with people in the 

Catholic Community willing to host them 

in their homes for six months.  Once the match is confirmed the Ukrainian 

guest can apply for their Visa.  We know that 

coping with the cost of living crisis will be a main 

concern for many people this winter, but if you 

have room in your home and in your heart to 

consider welcoming a stranger displaced by war, 

then CSAN/SJOG would love to hear from you.  

Please visit https://sjog-homesforukraine.uk/ for more information. 

 
A Prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the 

people of Ukraine.  The war continues and the suf-

fering of the people still in Ukraine worsens. Eight 

months since the war began we must continue to 

pray for those whose lives have been affected, those 

men still fighting for Ukraine to save their country, 

those who have remained in Ukraine as they have 

nowhere else to go, and for the many, many people who have fled Ukraine to 

stay safe and protect their families and children during this very difficult time… 
 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine,  

for all those suffering or afraid,  

that you will be close to them and protect them.   

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength  

and wisdom to guide their choices.   

We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis,  

we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.   

May we walk in your ways  

so that peace and justice become a reality  

for the people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 


