
You must have met people who blame God when bad things happen.  Do those same 

people give credit to God when good things happen?  Today’s gospel reading is a les-

son on living in gratitude and wholeness. 

 

Jesus cures ten lepers and nine of them hurry off without a word of thanks.  Presuma-

bly they can’t wait to get back to their families and loved ones.  They can’t wait to get 

back to where they left off.  They can’t wait to get back to ‘normality’.   To the nine 

lepers Jesus must have seemed nothing more than a biblical paramedic.  How often do 

we fall into the same trap?  We pray to God to help us through some crisis, but when 

the crisis blows over, do we remember to thank God or do we heave sigh of relief and 

carry on as ‘normal’? 

 

The one leper who returned to thank Jesus recognised 

that his life would never be ‘normal’ again.  Something 

extraordinary had happened; his life had been touched 

by God.  The nine lepers who returned to normality 

knew they had been made well, but the one who re-

turned to thank Jesus recognised that not only had he 

been made well ……  he had been made whole.  The 

leper who returned was not about to forget what God 

had done for him.   The leper who returned was bub-

bling over with gratitude. 

 

We all have reasons to bubble over with gratitude to God.  The key to living in whole-

ness is to appreciate when God lifts us from ‘normality’ and ‘ordinariness’. 

Sunday 9th October 2022 - 28th Sunday of the Year [C] 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for: 

The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits of Hu-

man Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Students 

and Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims 

of War; Young People; Prisoners and their Families.  Please 

pray for those we know who are unwell, as well as the 

many who have no one to pray for them; for those in hospital; for all 

who have died recently, including Charles Balmbro [Bedlington] 

whose Funeral Service will be held at St Bede’s Church on Tuesday 11th 

October at 11.15am; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections: 1st / 2nd October 

St Bede’s Church:  - £187.10 / St Robert’s Church: £421.80 

 

Standing Orders 

Many thanks to everyone who contributes via Standing Orders.  The 

September totals received are: £1,221.00 at St Bede’s and £3,578.92 

at St Robert’s.  Thank You. 

 

Visiting Priests 
Next Weekend, 15th /16th October, we well welcome Fr Stanly Wilson, 

a priest belonging to the Pallotine Community at St Pauls, Cramlington, 

who will celebrate the Vigil Mass at St Bede’ Church; and Father Steven 

Foster will celebrate the 9am and 11am Masses at St Robert’s Church.  

I’m sure you will welcome them warmly and look after them!   Fr Peter 

 

World Mission Sunday 

Sunday 23rd October is World Mission Sunday, when the Holy Fa-

ther invites all Catholics to contribute to a special col-

lection for Missio, his charity for world mission.  Please 

support Missio in helping missionaries to work along-

side communities throughout the world that are poor 

or in need, regardless of their background or belief.  

Join in on this special day, that unites Catholics all over 

the world in prayer and celebration of our Church’s 

mission to share God’s love with all people. If you use 

the donation envelopes to give by credit/debit card, please return the 

envelopes directly to Missio. Do not put them in the Church collection. 

Please call 020 7821 9755 (office hours) or 

visit Missio’s website to give a single gift, set 

up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation 

if possible: missio.org.uk World Mission Sun-

day will be held on the weekend of 22nd/23rd 

October There will be a Retiring Collection that day.  Envelopes are 

now available at the back of Church …. Take one and return with your 

donation on the weekend of 22nd/23rd October. 

 

Clergy Training Fund 

The Clergy Training Fund opens on Sunday 30th October.  There will 

be a Retiring Collection on that day, but the Fund remains open until 

20th November for further donations from individuals or parish groups. 

 

CAFOD Fast Day 

CAFOD’s Harvest Fast Day was marked on Friday 7th October.  Please 

return your donation today or within the next few days please.  Don’t 

forget to fill out the ‘gift aid’ declaration if you are a UK tax payer. 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation 

We will celebrate the Rite of Enrolment for the children and 

their parents at the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church 
and at the 9am Mass at St Robert’s Church this weekend.  

We ask that you pray for these children and their families at 

this important time, when we hope they “come to know 

Jesus in a way that they have never known him before.” 

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

24th October at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church Hall. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

In this Year of the Eucharist it is very good that we have the 

opportunity for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Ado-

ration is held Monday - Friday 9.25am - 9.55am (check the 

back page).  Come along a little early to experience this 

quiet time. 

Two–Week Newsletter 

Please note that this is a two-week Newsletter.  Please remember to 

check the back page carefully for times of Masses and Services over the 

next two weeks, as there are several changes.  Many thanks. 

 

Pray the Rosary for Peace 

Please join the “Rosary Chain” by signing the form at the back 

of St Robert’s Church and say one decade of the Rosary each 

day during the month of October.  If we have 20 participants 

then the whole Rosary will be said each day for peace in the 

world. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

at St Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass at St Robert’s Church on a 

Sunday,  We invite all children of school age to attend and to come 

forward when called, to make their way with other children attending. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday October 
13th at St Robert’s Church.  Parents seeking a baby's 

baptism are asked to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon 

Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Mass 

to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For 

Baptism in one of our Churches, parents should live 

within the Parish Boundaries and be attending Mass regularly in one of 

our churches. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass.  Please come along and join in.  Tea and 

Coffee has also resumed after the 11am Mass.  

Many thanks to those who have offered to do 

this.  If anyone else is willing to get involved 

please let us know.  In the meantime it will be held on the first Sunday 

of the month, on  November 6th and December 4th.    

 

St Robert’s Choir at 11am Mass  

Do you want to join the Choir?  We are looking for new members of 

the choir for our 11am Mass at St Roberts Church.  Are 

you able to join in?  Music practices have resumed for 

the Choir and are held every Wednesday at 7.15pm for 

about one hour.  There's no need to let us know be-

forehand, just come along and join in and learn music for the 11am 

Mass. 

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Halls are available for booking for private groups.  The rate is £20 

an hour.  Please contact the parish office for further information.  If any 

regular groups want to use the hall outside their usual times, please 

always check the diary with the Parish Office, just to make sure no one 

else has booked it and that it is clear for your use. 

 

Autumn Fayre at St Bede’s 

There will be an Autumn Fayre in St Bede’s Church Hall on Saturday 

22nd October, from 11am until 3pm.  Please remember to come along 

to support.  Many thanks to all who are helping run the Fayre. 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please arrange 
your own replacement.  

 

Christmas Piety 

We hope to offer a sale of Christmas Piety goods on Sunday 6th No-

vember and Sunday 4th December. 

 

‘Coffee Morning for KCMC, Tanzania’ 

Peter Smith will be holding a Coffee Morning in 

aid of Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre on 

Saturday 15th October, from 10am - 12noon in St 

Robert’s Church Hall.  Cakes/Raffle/Tombola/

Crafts available.  Peter is travelling out to Tanza-

nia again after a 3 year absence due to COVID-19 

travel restrictions. Please support if possible.  

Thank you.  



Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make donations of 

food for those less fortunate than ourselves.  We collect for both local 

foodbanks and for refugees and asylum seekers supported by the dioce-

san Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the 

Matthew Project at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice 

and Peace Group; and one for each at St Robert’s Church.  

If you can support, it would be greatly appreciated.  If you 

can help with any of the following items, please leave in 

the box in the Church porch.  Refugees are looking for 

Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. tuna); Bis-

cuits,  Rice, Sugar, Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, 

Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.  Local 

Foodbanks will accept any form or dried or tinned food, as well as toi-

letries and health products. Thank you for your support 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the 
donations made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of 

Hexham and Newcastle is registered to take ad-

vantage of this scheme and we benefit greatly from 

it.  If you are a UK taxpayer and are not already a 

member of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme we would be most grateful if 

you would consider joining it.  Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts 

or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Considering Your Vocation: Enquiry Nights 

Could God be calling you?  The Vocations Team extends an invitation to 

men aged 18+, who might be thinking about a vocation the Priesthood 

to an enquirers evening.  The evenings will take place at the Cloister 

Cafe, St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle, on Tuesday 25th October 2022 

and Tuesday 6th December 2022.  We start at 6.00pm with a period of 

prayer, talk/discussion, followed by a meal together, finishing around 

8.00pm.  If you would like to attend, or for more information, please 

contact the Vocations Promoter - Father Shaun Purdy, vocationspro-

moter@diocesehn.org.uk or by phone 01670 812 200 

 

Marys Meals 

Mary’s Meals serves nutritious school meals to children living in some 

of the world’s poorest countries. The promise of a good 

meal attracts these hungry children into the classroom, 

giving them the energy to learn and hope for a better 

future.  They are already feeding more than two million 

children every school day – and, with your support they 

can reach the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s 

Meals.  It costs just £15.90 to feed a child in a place of education for a 

whole school year.  If you are able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to 

Mary’s Meals, your first three donations will be tripled – thanks to a 

group of generous donors who have made funds available up to 

£150,000.  Check their website www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a 

section on their website where you can buy Christmas Cards or buy 

gifts to feed children at Christmastime. 

 

Morpeth Ageing Well 

‘Morpeth Ageing Well’ is an opportunity for older people to come and 

hear about ways of keeping safe and well this coming winter.  This 

event is organised by the Morpeth Ageing Well Team and the Mary 

Hollon Trustees.  Entry is free on Wednesday 12th October, at the 
Corn Exchange at Morpeth Town Hall, from 10am - 2pm.  More details 

available from the Mayor of Morpeth, Alison Byard or by ringing  

01670 515391 or  07963 306549. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us. 

 

Bonus Ball 

Congratulations to the winners of the week 1 of the Bonus Ball, £25 

each to Jim McAllister and Jim Dixon with number 21.  Well Done! 

3C’s Club 

The next meeting will place in St Robert’s Church Hall on Monday 17th 

October from 2pm until 4pm.  Why not come and join us for a Cuppa, 

Chat and Conversation with God. Plus, may be a few songs and a game 

of Bingo. 

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 9am 

Mass on YouTube every week and we also livestream the 

10am Mass on a Tuesday and Thursday whenever possi-

ble.  Use this link to be able to watch the Masses live or at a later 

time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   We have appealed for extra help for 

many months, with only very little response.  Might you be able to as-

sist with the tablet and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s 

not difficult and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you can,  

please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

SVP Recruitment follow-up meeting -change of date 

The follow-up meeting for prospective new members which was previ-

ously arranged for 13th October has had to be postponed and will now 
take place at 7.30 pm on Thursday 27th October in St Robert’s hall. All 

those who put their names on the lists after Mass are cordially invited 

as also is anyone else who may be considering joining the SVP.   We 

will have Mike Burke who is treasurer of Tyne Central Council of the 

SVP and possibly others in attendance to give further information. 

 

Retrouvaille: to help Couples in their Marriages 

Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in 

their marriage.  There is no group therapy or group work. For confi-

dential information about ‘Retrouvaille’  call or text  07887 296983 

or  07973 380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit 

their website www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 

Flame 2023 

The fifth Flame Congress will take place on Saturday 4th March 2023 at 

Wembley Arena, London.  In 2019, almost 900 young people from our 

Diocese travelled to London for this national Catholic youth gathering.  

There have been many stories of how much the event inspired and 

affirmed the young people who attended and those who accompanied 

them.  The theme for this Congress is ‘Rise Up!’ calling young people to 

rise up as Mary did when she ‘rose up and went with haste’ (Luke 1:39) 

to the house of Elizabeth; calling young people to rise up after the pan-

demic; and calling them to rise up each day to say ‘Yes’ to the great 

adventure of faith.   Earlier this year, Father Dermott Donnelly had 

booked 700 tickets for Flame and began a fruitful conversation with 

LNER so that in 2023 our young people can travel to London by train. 

We are grateful to Significance, the charity 

founded by Fr Dermott, for a generous subsidy 

to the cost and to the Sisters of Mercy who 

have unfailingly provided financial support over 

the years to enable our young people to attend Flame.  In coming 

weeks names have to be submitted to the area reps at St Benet Biscop 

School who will coordinate our local area.  Flame is for young people in 

Year 9 (usually 14 years old) and above. Typically, there are large num-

bers of Year 10, Year 11, Sixth Form and University students.  Morning 

trains will be leaving Newcastle around 7.00am/7.30am.  Evening trains 

will be leaving around 7.30pm/8.00pm to travel back to the North East.  

Any young person wishing to travel is asked to drop off a letter to the 

Parish Office at either St Robert’s or St Bede’s, with a £10 deposit. 

 
Catholic Women's League 

The next CWL Meeting will be on Thursday 13th October, at 10.30am, 

in St Robert's Church Hall. 

 

Catholic Miracle Rally 

The “Cor et Lumen Christi” Community from Wigton is running a 

Conference on Saturday 22nd October - the “Catholic Miracle Rally” - 

which celebrates that Jesus is alive and that the miracle healing, loving 

power of his Spirit is moving today.   This is being held at All Hallows 

Catholic High School, Preston.  There will be inspirational talks, joyful 

praise, intimate worship, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation, Holy Mass, prayer for a fresh outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit, a Miracle Healing Service and a special Fire & Light cele-

bration.  Further information is available on their website 

www.coretlumenchristi.org/index.php  



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for October 2022 

A Church Open to Everyone: We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a 

community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 8th October 
St Therese of the Child Jesus (Lisieux) 

9.40am Rosary 

10am Mass: Cecil John Walker 

10.30am—11am Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish   

Sunday 9th October 

28th Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass:  Helen and Douglas Cone  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 10th October 
St Paulinus of York 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 11th October 
St John XXIII 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

11.15am Funeral Service Charles Balmbro 

Wednesday 12th October 
St Wilfrid 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Thursday 13h October  
St Edward the Confessor 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 14th October 
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 15th October  
St Teresa of Avila 

 5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions (Please ask visiting priest) 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  People of the Parish 

Sunday 16th October 

29th Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass: Michael Ibbetson 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 17th October 
St Ignatius of Antioch 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 18th October 
St Luke 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 19th October 
St Paul of the Cross 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Thursday 20th October  
Weekday 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Ken Wilson  

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 21st October 
Weekday 

11.00am Nuptial Mass for the Wedding of  

Catriona MacDonald and Anthony Janetta 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 22nd October  
St John Paul II 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: John, Mary & Siobhan Turner  

10.30am—11am Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 23rd October 

30th Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass: Miss Nkiru Onono  

 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

WVFB are looking to recruit some volunteers!  They have vacancies for warehouse volunteers who sort food donations and pack bags, and also to buddy with their 
drivers who deliver parcels to those in need.  They are based in Northgate Hospital, Morpeth.   Typical shifts are up to 3 hours per day.  You can help us once a week, 
or once a month, whatever time you can spare.   If you would like to request an application form, contact them via email on wansbeckvalleyfoodbank@gmail.com  

 
Prayers for Ukraine 

Pope Francis has appealed for prayers for the people of Ukraine.  The Pope said he had recently spoken with Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the Papal Almoner, who was 
in Ukraine on his fourth humanitarian and pastoral mission there.  Shortly after arriving in Ukraine Cardinal Krajewski came under fire while delivering humanitarian aid 

near the city of Zaporizhzhia. He then visited the recently-liberated Ukrainian city of Izium with Bishop Pavlo Honcharuk of the Kharkiv-Zaporizhzhia Diocese, where 
at least 500 bodies have been found, including 400 in unmarked graves.  "There are neither words nor tears", the Papal almoner said. "Only prayer can alleviate the 
heart so burdened by pain."  Pope Francis asked that everyone keep close in their thoughts and prayers the "noble and martyred" people of Ukraine. 

 
A Prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, now 7 months since the war began… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, that you will be close to them and protect them.  We pray for world leaders, for com-
passion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.  We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in 
need.  May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 


