
The reign of ‘Christ the King’ from the cross is obviously not about 

jewels or palaces or great treasure.  So why do we refer to Jesus as 

King, and why do we refer to Paradise as God’s kingdom?  In the con-

text of Christ we have to disassociate riches from our notions of ‘king’ 

and ‘kingdom’ and think in terms of leadership.  Being a king is more 

about authority than wealth and this is why Jesus is King.  We’re not of 

course talking about Jesus having the authority to rule or dominate but 

the authority to demand peace, tolerance, justice and sharing.  Key to 

Jesus’ authority comes in today’s gospel reading where we are taught 

that Christian authority begins with the ability to love and to forgive. 

 

 ‘Love’ and ‘forgiveness’ are words that trip off our tongues easily, but might take a lifetime to 

achieve.  The criminal who was crucified next to Jesus realised his mistakes just in time to find salva-

tion, but we can’t bank on leaving things this late.  Jesus wants us to start realising his kingdom right 

here on earth and that means thinking very hard about how we love and how we forgive.  There’s a 

popular saying “You can’t help who you fall in love with.”  Absolutely wrong!  To love or not to love 

is a decision.  It’s easy to love those who are attractive or who like us ...  but not easy to love those 

who we hardly know or actively dislike or mistrust us. 

 

It’s easy to imagine Judgement Day and Christ the King’s Kingdom as a long way off.  It’s easy to 

think that we will start living differently tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow, but what makes us 

believe that we will start living our lives any differently at 95 than we did when we were 25?  If Jesus 

had just been a very good person, we might be tempted to sit back and let him get on with things.  

That Jesus is a king means that we are his followers and that we are all called upon to fight his cause. 

 

Love and forgiveness takes practice starting in the here and now, starting with little acts of love and 

forgiveness on a daily basis.  The Feast of Christ the King.  It’s not so much about the future than our 

commitment to build a culture where Christian authority rules. 

Sunday 20th November 2022 - Solemnity of Christ The King [C] 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for: The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits of 

Human Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Stu-

dents and Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; All 

Victims of War; Young People; Prisoners and their Fami-

lies.  Please pray for those we know who are unwell, as 

well as the many who have no one to pray for them; for 

those in hospital; for all who have died recently; and for 

all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections - 12th / 13th November  

St Bede’s Church: - £144.75 / St Robert’s Church: £417.48  

 

Clergy Training Fund 

The Clergy Training Fund closes today.  This is the Fund used to train 

our diocesan seminarians in Birmingham, Valladolid in Spain and at the 

English College and Beda College in Rome; and also used now to train 

our Deacons in the diocese.  Many thanks for your donations. 

 

Youth Sunday Collection 
Apologies for the very short notice but we are asked to take a collec-

tion on this National Youth Sunday.  This collection will go to the 

Youth Ministry Team at Consett to support their work throughout the 

Diocese. 

 

Advent Alms 2022  

It was very disappointing to read that St Cuthbert’s Care raised only £9K 

from their Lenten Alms Appeal.  This seems to be a very poor collection for a 

six week appeal throughout the diocese!  So now 

they are asking once again for support for their 

‘Advent Alms’ appeal which begins next Sunday and 

lasts for four weeks throughout Advent.  “This Advent, we once again hope 

to call upon your generosity to help us to raise funds to purchase a 

newer vehicle for our two nursing homes.  Your support will allow us 

to offer more regular outings throughout the year, ensuring our resi-

dents’ lives remain as varied as possible, with the 

fresh air and change of scenery offering no end of 

benefits for good mental health.  We appreciate this 

winter will be difficult for many and urge you only 

support us if you are able to do so. Thank you.  My very best wishes, 

Moira Ashman, CEO St Cuthbert’s Care”  

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

At St Robert’s Church we livestream our Sunday 9am Mass on 

YouTube every week and we also livestream the 10am Mass on a Tues-

day and Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link to be able to watch 

the Masses live or at a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   We are al-

ways looking for people who might be able to assist with the tablet and 

laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult and so we 

wonder if you would be able to help.  If you are able to help at the 9am 

Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, 

please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

Mass Intentions 

Please note that all Mass Intentions for St Bede’s for the remainder of 

the year are now filled; and there are only five midweek days available 

at St Robert’s Church. 

 

Narthex at St Robert’s …. An update 

To tell the truth, there isn't much to update you on.  Since the Dioce-
san Property Manager was out to have a look on 13th September, 

nothing else has happened!  I did manage to ask very recently, where 

we were with the preliminary discussions, but although I was sure 

something would have happened by now, unfortunately nothing has, 

something more important must have cropped up! 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

I know this is very early, but, as Christmas is to be celebrated on a 

Sunday this year, the Mass Times for Christmas will be the normal Sun-

day Mass Times … 5.30pm Vigil at St Bede’s Church and 9am and 11am 

Masses at St Robert’s Church. 

 

Finance Committee Meetings 

A meeting will be held in the near future of St Robert’s Finance Com-

mittee, as it is quite some time since we last met.  Watch this space! 

Gift Aid at both Churches 

We have just received the Gift Aid Reports for our churches for the 

financial year ending 2021/22. 

• At St Bede’s we have 48 people in the Gift Aid Scheme who 

donated a total of £15,259.56 in their Offertory Collection.  

The Gift Aid claim we have received is £3,471.55, and the dio-

cese have taken £343.34 in Commission.   

• At St Robert’s we have 107 people in the Gift Aid Scheme, who 

donated a total of £45,632.79  in their Offertory Collection.    

The Gift Aid claim we have received is £10,381.48 and the 

diocese have taken £1,026.74 in Commission. 

We are very grateful to those who are in the Gift Aid Scheme, 

which has enabled us to receive this GA money at no extra 

cost to anyone.    

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a 

‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations made by 

UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle is registered to take advantage of 

this scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If 

you are a UK taxpayer and are not already a member of the Gift Aid 

Donation Scheme we would be most grateful if you would consider 

joining it.  Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish 

Secretary. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 

the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church and at 
the 9am Mass at St Robert’s Church on a Sunday,  

We invite all children of school age to attend and 

to come forward when called, to make their way 

with other children attending. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held in January at St Robert’s Church Hall.  

Parents seeking a baby's / child’s baptism are asked to speak to Fr Peter 

or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Mass to 

make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Baptism in one of our 

Churches, parents should live within the Parish Boundaries and be at-

tending Mass regularly in one of our churches. 

 

Holy Souls Envelopes 

Holy Souls envelopes are available in our Churches.  If you wish to pray 

for deceased relatives and friends, place their names on the small slips 

of paper available, place in one of the envelopes and leave in the basket 

either on the altar or at the front of church.  If you wish to make a 

donation for a Mass for the Holy Souls, please include that in the enve-

lope. 

 

St Robert’s SVP  

Do you know of anyone in our community who is in financial need or 

might need a little more support, company or just 

someone to talk to?  Someone who may, at times, 

need help with things?  Please let us know and we 

can contact them.  Or you can give them the 

phone number so they can contact us,  01670 517829 - Eileen or 

Gerry Harber.  Also, if you look on the Hexham and Newcastle Face-

book Page, there is a report from Diocesan Caritas on the work of the 

SVP in Newcastle and one of our parishioners, Donald Marr is inter-

viewed about the work and the donations received. 

 

St Robert's Red Missio Boxes 

If your Red Mission Box has not been collected or emptied lately, 

would you please bring it to Sunday Mass [hand 

to Anne Beattie at the 9am Mass or to Elizabeth 

Dixon at the 11am Mass].  Alternatively, if it is 

more convenient, please see Mary at the Presby-

tery on either Tuesday or Thursday (office 
hours).  Many thanks Elizabeth Dixon (516584) 

 

Catholic Women's League 

The next CWL meeting will be on Thursday 24th November, 

at 10.30am in St Robert's Church Hall. 

 



Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

21st November at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church 

Hall.  Sycamore: Session 9 -  Finding True Freedom 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available after the Vigil 

Mass and after the 9am Mass.  Please come along 

and join in.  Tea and Coffee has also resumed 

after the 11am Mass on the first Sunday of the 

month - next one is December 4th.  Many thanks to those who have 

offered to do this.  If anyone else is willing to get involved please let us 

know.   

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Church Halls at both Morpeth and Bedlington are available for 

booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  Please contact the parish 

office for further information.  If any regular groups want to use the hall 

outside their usual times, please always check the diary with the Parish 

Office, just to make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear 
for your use. 

 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Until 31st January 2023, every donation made to 

Mary’s Meals will be matched by the Double The Love 

appeal, up to £1.5 million.   Thanks to a group of gen-

erous supporters, your kindness will go even further 

at this critical time. In a world devastated by conflict, 

food insecurity and the cost of living crisis, bringing 

new hope to desperately hungry children with our life

-changing school meals has never been more important.   Your gener-

osity is giving children hope for a brighter future.  Together, through 

Double The Love, we can transform the lives of many 

more desperately hungry children waiting for Mary’s 

Meals.  Because of this new initiative £15.90 will now 

feed two children for a whole school year.  If you are 

able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to Mary’s Meals, 

please log on to their website www.marysmeals.org/  

They also have a section on their website where you can 

buy Christmas Cards or buy gifts to feed children at Christmastime. 

 

CAFOD World Gifts 

The CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue has 

now arrived.  They are available at the back 

of Church.  You can use thesis catalogue to 

buy gifts, in the name of a loved relative or 

friend, which will benefit someone living in 

poorer parts of the world.  You can also go online to CAFOD to do 

the same. 

 

Preparing for First Confessions 

First Confessions will be celebrated in the middle of December.  This is 

always a very poignant moment for the young children and for their 

parents!  We sometimes, unconsciously, downplay the importance of 

First Confession, but it is a wonderful sacrament when we celebrate 

God’s love for us, shown to us as he forgives us of all our sins.  Please 

pray for the children as they get ready for this great moment. 

 

Study Afternoon on St Matthew’s Gospel 

The new liturgical year begins on the first Sunday of 
Advent.  We will begin listening to St Matthew’s Gos-

pel.  Fr John McElhone will lead an afternoon time of 

study and prayer on St Matthew’s Gospel on Tuesday 

22nd November, beginning with Mass at 12noon, a soup 

lunch, followed by reflection and input from Fr 

McElhone, formerly of Wallsend and now retired.  The 

day is totally free but booking should be made by con-

tacting St Aidan’s, Ashington to reserve your place. 

Email ashlong.info@gmail.com or ring  07837 760041 by 18th No-

vember.  

 

Bonus Ball 

Congratulations to E. Hunt and Julie McMorrow with num-

ber 39 (again) for the Week 7 draw. 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

Can you help the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes next year? They need 

nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to 

provide care to the assisted pilgrims who travel with us. 

Previous helpers have found it is a rewarding and spiritually 

uplifting week.  They plan to travel on Friday 28th July 2022.  

If you would like to find out more information please email 

lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  

…  www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  

 

Open House at St Bede’s 

Open House, at St Bede’s Parish, is to close on 13th December.  After 

many years offering a warm welcome, time for a chat together, some 

food and a cup of tea for many people, and the beloved game of bingo, 

the Tuesday afternoon club will finish.  We offer our thanks to the 

many helpers who have given of their time and energy over many years 

running Open House.  We are very grateful for the great opportunity 

some of the elderly people of Bedlington have had to come together on 

a Tuesday afternoon, trips out, and listening to the visiting groups who 

have sung and played their instruments, as well as many other great 
opportunities.  Thank You very much to everyone who has been in-

volved. 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make 

donations of food for those less fortunate than our-

selves.  We collect for both local foodbanks and for 

refugees and asylum seekers supported by the diocesan 

Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the Mat-

thew Project at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice 

and Peace Group; and one for each at St Robert’s 

Church.  If you can support, it would be greatly appreci-

ated.  If you can help with any of the following items, 

please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Thank you 

for your support 

 

Appeal for Waterproof Clothing 

If anyone has any waterproof clothing that they no longer 

need and are able to donated, they will be greatly appreci-

ated by refugees / asylum  seekers whose only form of 

transport is cycling, and which sometimes can be a bit wet!  

Please leave at the entrance to St Robert’s Church anytime over the 

next two weeks please. 

 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: 

• Cleaner, St Cuthbert, North Shields - 3 hours per week, Clos-

ing date for applications: 24th November 

• Parish Secretary, St Charles, Gosforth – 12 hours per week, 

Closing date for applications: 30th November 

• Cleaner, St Peter, Low fell, Gateshead – 8 hours per week.  

Closing date for applications: 1st December 

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact  0191 

243 3301. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us. 

 

Little Music Stars 

‘Little Music Stars’ meets in the Church Hall at St 

Robert’s, Morpeth on a Wednesday Morning.  Little 

Music Stars run pre-school classes in music and 

movement for babies, toddlers & children from 3 

months to 3 years. With music written and per-

formed by professional musicians and performers.  

Online Booking is required for attendance.    

Full Details can be seen on their website where you 

can also book for classes.  https://www.littlemusicstars.co.uk/ 

www.facebook.com/littlemusicstarsnortheast 
 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for November 2022 

Children Who Suffer:  We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 

may they be guaranteed access to education and the opportunity to experience family affection.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 19th November  
St Josaphat 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: John Bell 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Tom, Elizabeth & John Coates  

Sunday 20th November 

Solemnity Christ The King 
9am Mass: Bob and Ella Borthwick  

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 21st November 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

Tuesday 22nd November 
St Cecilia 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: John Dymond 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 23rd November 
St Clement / St Columban  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass:  Molly, Owen and Patrick Ruddy 

Thursday 24th November 

St Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 

(Martyrs of Vietnam) 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Leo Horrax 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 25th November 
St Catherine of Alexandria 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: John Dymond 

Saturday 26th November 
St Leonard of Porto Maurizio 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Father Lawrence Jones 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  People of the Parish 

Sunday 27th November 

First Sunday Advent A 
9am Mass: Jim McKee 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre 

A short monthly prayer vigil has been held on the first Sunday of each 

month at 3pm outside the barrier to Derwentside Immigration Re-

moval Centre since August 2021 co-ordinated by the Justice and Peace 

Co-ordinating Council.  The JandP Council believe detaining women 

who are asking for a safe place to live goes against our faith; we are 

asked to welcome the stranger and feed the hungry. This is an oppor-

tunity to give witness and pray for the women detained there.  You 

are very welcome to join us there or to pray with us from home. The 

address of the centre is Corbridge Road, Medomsley  DH8 6QY.  

Future dates planned are December 4th, February 5th, March 5th (there 

will not be an in person vigil in January).  For more details including a 

copy of the prepared liturgy please contact Liz Archibald at lizarchi-

bald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 
 

The Northern Cross 

The latest edition of The Northern Cross is now available at the back 

of St Robert's Church.  [You can take out an annual online subscrip-

tion for £20, or a print subscription - where the paper is delivered 

direct to your door, at £36 (inc. post and packing) for a year or you 

can pay by bank transfer - please email admin@northerncross.org.uk 

for the details. Please use your name as a reference - this allows us to 

verify your payment.   
 

Don’t get caught …. Stopping outside St Robert’s 

Traffic Enforcement Officers are very active on Oldgate, Morpeth dur-

ing the week.  Please note that if you even stop outside St 

Robert’s midweek to drop someone off, you may likely get a 

fine if caught.  It is a “NO STOPPING” area outside the 

Presbytery and School from 8am -  5pm, so even stopping to 

drop off or collect someone is likely to be an attraction for 

the enforcement officers, who can appear immediately from nowhere!  

It is better to pull into the car park rather than get a fine! 
 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role - Reader, Minister, Counter, Wel-

comer etc - for whatever reason, please arrange your own replace-

ment.  

Priestly Vocations Discernment Evening  

The next Discernment evening will take place at the Cathedral on Tues-

day 6th December at 6.00pm. Bishop Robert will be our guest for the 

evening and this is the last evening before the Christmas 

holiday. If you would like to come along, or for more infor-

mation, please contact the Vocations Promoter, Father 

Shaun Purdy, by Monday 28th November, so catering ar-

rangements can be made. Please either call 01670 812 200 or  email 

vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk.  The evening will finish at 8pm 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine.  The war 

continues and the suffering of the people still in Ukraine worsens. Eight 

months since the war began we must continue to pray for those whose lives 

have been affected, those men still fighting for Ukraine to save their country, 

those who have remained in Ukraine as they have nowhere else to go, and for 

the many, many people who have fled Ukraine to stay safe and protect their 

families and children during this very difficult time… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for 

all those suffering or afraid,  that you will be close to 
them and protect them.   We pray for world lead-

ers, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide 

their choices.    We pray for the world that in this 

moment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and 

sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice 

become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 


