
Those of you who have tuned into political debate lately will have noticed that whilst some ques-

tions demand a genuine answer, others are simply posed to trip up the opponent and cause max-

imum embarrassment.  Can we really hope to get answers if we are asking questions loaded with 

ridicule and cynicism? 

 

Today, the Sadducees, who did not believe in resurrec-

tion, try to ridicule the belief in life after death by posing 

Jesus with an argument that verges on the ludicrous.  

Their only interest in quizzing Jesus was to confound him 

and to ridicule the whole notion of resurrection and of 

Heaven.  The Sadducees flag a warning to us all.  There is 

nothing wrong with having a lively theological debate, but 

when we start to raise questions we have to be very 

honest about our motivation.  Are we really seeking an-

swers, or are we simply kicking an intellectual football?  Are we, like the Sadducees, guilty of 

bringing our own convictions to an argument with an arrogant refusal to see a different point of 

view? 

 

It is surprising that Jesus dignifies the Sadducees’ question with an answer at all, but he does.  The 

circumstances that surround us in our day-to-day living, Jesus explains, will not apply in Heaven, 

and therefore we need not trouble ourselves with worldly conventions.  No longer able to die, 

let alone resume a marriage we forged in life, those who are deemed worthy will be like the an-

gels  -  children of God.  The Sadducees are thinking of an eternity as something linked to earthly 

life.  How boring that would be!  

 

All we can know about death and resurrection is that it is a journey that starts in the here and 

now.  It is the ‘now’ that determines our eternity, and as Jesus said, ‘God is not God of the dead, 

but of the living.’  To God, we are all alive. 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for: 

The Spread of the Gospel; The Harvest, the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Students and 

Teachers; Justice and Peace in the World; All Victims of War; 

Young People; Prisoners and their Families.  Please pray for 

those we know who are unwell, as well as the many who 

have no one to pray for them; for those in hospital; for all 

who have died recently, including Jack Brown [Morpeth] 

whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 10am on Wednes-

day 9th November at St Robert’s followed by Cremation at Cowpen Crem-

atorium at 11.30am; for Greg Farrell [Longhirst] whose Funeral Service 

will be held at Cowpen Crematorium at 12.15pm on Wednesday 9th No-

vember; for Paul Martin [Morpeth] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrat-

ed at St Robert’s on Monday 14th November at 11.15am followed by Cre-

mation at Bockenfield;  and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections - 29th / 30th October  

St Bede’s Church: - £194.46 / St Robert’s Church: £972.68 

 

Clergy Training Fund 

Many Thanks to all who contributed to the Clergy Training Fund last Sun-

day.  We collected £282.75 at St Robert’s Church and £63.66 at St Bede’s.  

As usual, the Fund remains open for several weeks, until 20th November for 

further donations from individuals or parish groups.  This is the Fund used 

to train our future priests at Seminaries in Birmingham, Valladolid and 

Rome and also used now to train our Deacons in the diocese. 

 

Bonus Ball 

Week 5 winners were Anne Bliss and Pat Rathbone with num-

ber 41. Congratulation to you both. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 

5.30pm Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass 

at St Robert’s Church on a Sunday,  We invite all children 

of school age to attend and to come forward when called, 

to make their way with other children attending. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held on Thursday November 17th at St Bede’s 

Church at Bedlington.  Parents seeking a baby's / child’s baptism are asked 

to speak to Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday 

morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Baptism in 

one of our Churches, parents should live within the Parish Boundaries and 

be attending Mass regularly in one of our churches. 

 

Preparing for First Holy Communion 

Sessions Three and Four of “I Belong” will be held in November:  

• 3.30pm – 4.30pm, 10th November in St Robert’s Church Hall, 

Morpeth  

• 3.30pm – 4.30pm, 15th November, St Bede’ Church Hall, Bedling-

ton  

We hope that all parents will already have this date in the 

diary as a reminder that the children will need to bring their 

books to school with them on that day, having already com-

pleted sessions one and two as ‘homework’.  We also encour-

age attendance at Sunday Mass and encourage the Children to 

bring their “passports” to get them signed ta the end of Mass. 

 

Change of Masses this week 

Please note that Mass on Tuesday and Thursday this week will begin at 

9.30am to enable Fr Peter to travel to attend Clergy Meetings.  There will 

be No Mass at Bedlington on Wednesday, because Fr Peter will be cele-

brating the Requiem Mass at St Robert’s Church at Morpeth. 

 

Christmas Piety 

We will be having a sale of Christmas Piety goods at St Robert of Newmin-

ster Church Hall on Sunday 6th November and Sunday 4th December. 

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 7th 

November at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church Hall.  Syca-

more: Session 7 - The Gift of Faith. 

 

SVP Meeting 

The next meeting of St Robert’s SVP will be on Wednesday (9th Novem-

ber) at 7.30pm in the upper church hall.  All prospective members following 

the recent introductory meetings are welcome to come. 

 

Catholic Women's League 

The next CWL meeting will be on Thursday 10th November, at 

10:30am, in St Robert's Church Hall.  If members have any items 

to donate for our Mini Christmas Fair tombola, would they 

please bring them to the meeting. Thank you. 

 

Mass for Deceased Catenians 

Fr Peter will celebrate an extra Mass on Wednesday 9th November at 

7.00pm for the Deceased Members of the Morpeth Circle of the Catenian 

Association.  All Welcome. 

 

Rosary at our Cemeteries 

We will gather to pray the Rosary for the souls 

of all the Faithful Departed at St Mary’s Ceme-

tery, Morpeth at 3pm on Sunday 6th November, 

and at 3pm on Sunday 13th  November at Fair-

moor Cemetery, Morpeth. 

 

Holy Souls Envelopes 

In recent years we had Holy Souls envelopes available throughout the 

month of November, to help us remember the souls of all the faithful de-

parted, especially those within our families who have died, and friends and 

parishioners no longer with us.  We will have these envelopes available 

once again this year.  Place the names inside the envelope with any offering 

you wish to make. 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

Can you help the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes next year? 

We need nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and volun-

teers to provide care to the assisted pilgrims who travel with 

us. Previous helpers have found it is a rewarding and spiritual-

ly uplifting week. We plan to travel on Friday 28th July. If you 

would like to find out more information please email 

lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  …  

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available after the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass.  Please come along and join in.  Tea and Coffee has also resumed 

after the 11am Mass on the first Sunday of the month (November 6th and 

December 4th).  Many thanks to those who have offered to do this.  If any-

one else is willing to get involved please let us know.   

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Halls are available for booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  

Please contact the parish office for further information.  If any regular 

groups want to use the hall outside their usual times, please always check 

the diary with the Parish Office, just to make sure no one else has booked it 

and that it is clear for your use. 

 

Gift Aid 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular do-

nations to the parish?  The Gift Aid Donation 

Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a 

‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations made by 

UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is registered to take 

advantage of this scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If you are a UK 

taxpayer and are not already a member of the Gift Aid Donation Scheme 

we would be most grateful if you would consider joining it.  Please contact 

Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

Fr Peter writes ….  

Several weeks ago, at the beginning of October, Bishop Robert was in con-

versation with me to inform me that I have been awarded the Papal Award 

‘Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice’.  This award comes from the Holy Father at the 

Vatican and is in recognition of services to the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 

Lourdes, for ten years as ‘MC and Assistant Director’, and a further eight-

een years as ‘Pilgrimage Director’.  To celebrate this award, Bishop Robert 

will be coming to St Robert’s Church to celebrate Mass and to present the 

award on Friday 2nd December at 7pm.  Everyone is invited to come to 

the Mass and light refreshments afterwards, which the CWL have agreed 

to organise and it is hoped that my family and some friends might also be 

available to attend as well.  The Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal was estab-

lished by Pope Leo XIII on 17th July 1888 to commemorate the golden 

jubilee of his priestly ordination.  The ‘Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice’ - ‘For 

Church and Pope’ - is a decoration of the Holy See.  It is currently con-

ferred for distinguished service to the Catholic Church by lay peo-

ple and clergy.   



Clergy Meetings 

Fr Peter is attending the following Clergy Meetings in the next few weeks ... 

• Ongoing Clergy Formation Day on Tuesday 8th November at the 

Holiday Inn, Seaton Burn from 10.30am - 4pm;  

• Council of Priests Meeting at St Michael’s, Houghton le Spring on 

Thursday 10th November at 10.45am. 

 

Finance Committee Meetings 

A long overdue meeting of St Bede’s Finance Committee will be held on 

Thursday 10th November at 6.30pm at St Bede’s.  A meeting will also be 

held in the near future of St Robert’s Finance Committee, as it is sometime 

since we last met.  

 

Marys Meals _”Double the Love” 

From today until 31st January 2023, every donation made to our 

Double The Love appeal will be matched, up to £1.5 mil-

lion.   Thanks to a group of generous supporters, your kindness 

will go even further at this critical time. In a world devastated by 

conflict, food insecurity and the cost of living crisis, bringing new 

hope to desperately hungry children with our life-changing school meals has 

never been more important.   Your generosity is giving children hope for a 

brighter future.  Together, through Double The Love, we can transform the 

lives of many more desperately hungry children waiting for Mary’s Meals.  

Because of this new initiative £15.90 will now feed two children for a whole 

school year.  If you are able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to 

Mary’s Meals, please log on to their website www.marysmeals.org/  

They also have a section on their website where you can buy 

Christmas Cards or buy gifts to feed children at Christmastime. 

Our Saturday evening  Tea and Coffee has raised £554.57 in recent months 

and we will donate thisa to Mary’s Meals, and if we send it now, it will 

hopefully be doubles by this “Double the Love”.  Thank you for your sup-

port. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in Touch” 

form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has moved 

house and need to update your details?  An online form is now available to 

send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/Fr_Peter/new-

parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the forms available at 

Church and send back to us. 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

A Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will be 

held on Saturday 26th November  from 10.30am-4pm  at St Joseph's, Hartle-

pool, TS26 9EY.  Tea and coffee will be provided but bring your own 

packed lunch.  The Cost will be £15 per person.  Booking deadline Monday 

21st November. 

 

CAFOD World Gifts 

The CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue has now arrived.  

They are available at the back of Church.  You can use 

thesis catalogue to buy gifts, in the name of a loved rela-

tive or friend, which will benefit someone living in pooer 

parts of the world.  You can also go online to CAFOD to do the same. 

 

Flame 2023 

The fifth Flame Congress will take place on Saturday 

4th March 2023 at Wembley Arena, London.  In com-

ing weeks names have to be submitted to the area 

reps at St Benet Biscop School who will coordinate 

our local area.  Flame is for young people in Year 9 (usually 14 years old) 

and above. Typically, there are large numbers of Year 10, Year 11, Sixth 

Form and University students.  Morning trains will be leaving Newcastle 

around 7.00am/7.30am.  Evening trains will be leaving around 

7.30pm/8.00pm to travel back to the North East.  Any young person wish-

ing to travel is asked to drop off a letter / email to the Parish Office at ei-

ther St Robert’s or St Bede’s, with a £10 deposit. 
 

Christian Aid Ceilidh 

The annual Christian Aid Ceilidh will this year be held on 

Saturday 19th November in St George’s Church Hall starting 

at 7.30pm, dancing to St George’s URC Band.  There will be a 

bar and a raffle.  Tickets cost £5 for adults, children free! Available from 

Eileen or Gerry Harber - Tel 517829.  Come and have fun!! 
 

Induction of new Parish Priest  

Please pray for Fr  Fr Sebastian Theyyakill who has been appointed as the 

new Parish Priest of New Hartley.  Fr Sebastian's Mass of Induction is to be 

celebrated at Our Lady and St Joseph, New Hartley on Wednesday 16th 

November. 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

WVFB are looking to recruit some volunteers!  They have vacancies for 

warehouse volunteers who sort food donations and pack bags, and also to 

buddy with their drivers who deliv-

er parcels to those in need.  They 

are based in Northgate Hospital, 

Morpeth.   Typical shifts are up to 

3 hours per day.  You can help us once a week, or once a month, whatever 

time you can spare.   If you would like to request an application form, con-

tact them via email on wansbeckvalleyfoodbank@gmail.com 

 

Considering Your Vocation: Enquiry Nights 

Could God be calling you?  The Vocations Team extends an invitation to men 

aged 18+, who might be thinking about a vocation the Priesthood to an 

enquirers evening.  This will take place at the Cloister Cafe, St Mary’s Ca-

thedral, Newcastle, on Tuesday 6th December 2022, starting at 6.00pm with 

a period of prayer, talk/discussion, followed by a meal together, finishing 

around 8.00pm.  If you would like to attend, or for more information, 

please contact the Vocations Promoter - Father Shaun Purdy, vocationspro-

moter@diocesehn.org.uk or by phone 01670 812 200 

 

Hope Church needs your help 

Hope Church, Bedlington run supported housing projects helping parents 

and children that have fled domestic abuse.  They are in need of a single 

bed, 2 wardrobes and 2 chests of drawers.  If you know about any that are 

in good condition and immediately available, please could you email Tom 

[Tom Gallagher, Hope Church Bedlington, Mob: 07834014655, 

www.hopechurchbedlington.co.uk] 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make donations of food 

for those less fortunate than ourselves.  We collect for both local 

foodbanks and for refugees and asylum seekers supported by the 

diocesan Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the Mat-

thew Project at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice and Peace 

Group; and one for each at St Robert’s Church.  If you can sup-

port, it would be greatly appreciated.  If you can help with any of 

the following items, please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Thank 

you for your support 

 

Study Day for Leaders of Children's Liturgy of the Word 

A study day for those who lead Children's Liturgy of the Word will be held 

on Saturday 12th November, from 10am - 3.30pm at St Joseph's, Gates-

head, NE8 1LX.  Thecost will be £10.00 per person.  Tea/coffee provided 

but please bring along your own packed lunch.  Those wishing to go are 

asked to inform Fr Peter or Mary our Parish Secretary as soon as possible 

so bookings can be made.. 

 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: 

• Safeguarding Administrator, Department for Safeguarding, 

Newcastle full-time permanent.  Closing date for applications: 9th 

November 

• Parish Secretary, St Joseph, Stanley – part-time (24 hours), per-

manent.  Closing date for applications: 11th November. 

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact  0191 243 

3301. 
 

Little Music Stars 

‘Little Music Stars’ meets in the Church Hall at St Robert’s, Morpeth on a 

Wednesday Morning.  Little Music Stars run pre-school classes in music and 

movement for babies, toddlers & children from 3 months to 3 years. With 

music written and performed by professional musicians and performers.  

Online Booking is required for attendance.    Full Details can be seen 

on their website where you can also book for classes.  https://

www.littlemusicstars.co.uk/ www.facebook.com/littlemusicstarsnortheast 
 

New Crematorium at Bockenfield 

Northumberland now has a new Crematorium.  located at the Woodland 

Burial Site at Bockenfield just up the A1, close by the airfield at Eshott.  This 

Crematorium now runs alongside the Woodland Burial site at the same 

place.  More information is available on the website 

www.northumbrianwoodlandburials.com.  The opening of this new Crema-

torium provides a very good alternative for those who choose a Cremation 

Service or a Cremation after a Mass or Service, and within a short distance 

of our local parishes. 

 

New Video on Walsingham: 

 Use this link to watch a new video on Walsingham  

https://youtu.be/zR8g0FNqaeU 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for November 2022 

Children Who Suffer:  We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 

may they be guaranteed access to education and the opportunity to experience family affection.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 5th November  
Weekday 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Margaret & Raymond Taylor Walker  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  Marie Davies & Alan Nixon 

Sunday 6th November 

32nd Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass:  Helen & Douglas Cone  

11.00am Mass:  People of the Parish 

3.00pm The Rosary at St Mary’s Cemetery 

 

Monday 7th November 
St Willibrord 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Kathleen Cox 

Tuesday 8th November 
Weekday 

*9.30am* Mass: Mary McCole 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 9th November 
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

10am Requiem Mass: Jack Brown, followed by 

Service at Cowpen Crematorium 

12.15pm Funeral Service: Greg Farrell at 

Cowpen Crematorium 

7pm Mass:  For Deceased Catenians 

 

Thursday 10th November 

St Leo the Great 
*9.30am* Mass: John Dymond 

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 11th November 
St Martin of Tours 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Cox and Hogg Families 

Saturday 12th November 
St Josaphat 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Jack Brown 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 13th November 

33rd Sunday Yr C 
9am Mass:  People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass:  John Dymond 

3.00pm The Rosary at Fairmoor Cemetery 

 

Rotas 

If you are unable to fulfil your role for whatever reason, please arrange your own replacement.  

 

Holy Island Vinnies Camp 2023 

Urgent Appeal for Volunteers: Have you got some time spare to help out our Term Time Camp? We urgently need volunteers to 

work in the kitchen or do a bit of cleaning/ caretaking at Holy Island Camp, washing dishes, serving food and clearing /cleaning the dining 

hall.  We cannot offer glamour but we can offer friendship and a worthwhile cause to help.  Term Time Camps take place between Easter 

and the Summer Holidays and then September and October. Commitment involves training, a DBS check and the choice of anything from 

a few days to a week helping on the beautiful island itself.   

We also need volunteers to work as part of a team of helpers to supervise and look after children, taking part in our weekly holidays over 

July and August.  Volunteers would help organise activities and supervise the care of the children, aged between 9 and 12.  Again, very little 

glamour, and admittedly tiring, but so worthwhile! Commitment is for training, a DBS check and a week on the island. All roles can be applied for, in Novem-

ber 2022 on line at https://www.svp.org.uk/microsite/holy-island/  where there is also much more information. We hope to meet you soon! 

 

Caritas Social Action and St John of God Hospitallers 

Caritas Social Action Network, in partnership with St John of God Hospitaller Services, an international Catholic Charity 

with many services for the vulnerable in the UK and Ireland, have launched a service to bring together Ukrainian people 

displaced by the brutal war in their country with people in the Catholic Community willing to host 

them in their homes for six months.  Once the match is confirmed the Ukrainian guest can apply for 

their Visa.  We know that coping with the cost of living crisis will be a main concern for many people 

this winter, but if you have room in your home and in your heart to consider welcoming a stranger 

displaced by war, then CSAN/SJOG would love to hear from you.  Please visit https://sjog-homesforukraine.uk/ for more information. 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

It is important for us to continue to pray for the people of Ukraine.  The war continues and the suffering of the people still in Ukraine worsens. Eight months since the war 

began we must continue to pray for those whose lives have been affected, those men still fighting for Ukraine to save their country, those who have remained in Ukraine 

as they have nowhere else to go, and for the many, many people who have fled Ukraine to stay safe and protect their families and children during this very difficult time… 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine,  

for all those suffering or afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.   

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.   

We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis,  

we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.   

May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen 


