
It’s at this time of year that our children are asking for every new toy they see on the TV.  As discern-

ing adults we know the castle that lights up, shoots arrows and transforms into a fire spouting dragon 

will just be a frustrating lump of plastic once we get it home, with batteries that give up after three 

minutes.  Our children’s expectations are unrealistic and it is up to us to buy a toy that we know will 

be more fun.  Today’s gospel is all about unrealistic expectation. 

 

From his prison cell John the Baptist sends word to Jesus.  

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for an-

other?”  Jesus answers, “Go and tell John what you hear and 

see. The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

poor have good news brought to them.”  It’s interesting that 

Jesus doesn’t send back a “Yes I am,” kind of answer.  Ra-

ther he sends a “Work it out yourself,” kind of answer.  He 

asks John to look at the evidence.  It seems strange that 

John, normally so certain and so confident should declare a 

doubt, but perhaps we can understand his disappointment.  

John has been arrested and thrown into prison.  He is feeling 

tired and disillusioned.  Is it likely that he’d had misguided 

expectations of Jesus?  Perhaps he’d expected Jesus to come 

in the manner of a king or of a great warrior with the power 

to conquer the oppressor.  John has some working out to 

do.  John needs to understand that the work of a Messiah is 

to teach God’s love, not just push a few Romans around. 

 

So what of our own expectations?  Do we expect God to sort out all our problems and make our lives 

easy and comfortable?  Or do we believe that God is there to help change us and guide us through our 

daily choices.  Do we understand that God is preparing us for his kingdom?  Perhaps we have some 

working out of our own to do. 

Sunday 11th December 2022 - Third Sunday of Advent [A] 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray 

for: Openness to the Word of God; Migrants and Refu-

gees; Expectant Mothers. Please pray for those we 

know who are unwell, as well as the many who have no 

one to pray for them; for those in hospital; and we pray 

for Bishop Robert, who has been advised to take medical leave at this 

time.   We pray for all who have died recently; including Marilyn 

Barker [Caldburne Drive, Morpeth] whose Requiem Mass will be cele-

brated at 10am on Monday 12th December at St Robert’s Church, 

followed by Cremation at Northumberland Crematorium at Bocken-

field; for Elizabeth James [Bedlington] [funeral details later]; and for all 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections - 3rd / 4th December  

St Bede’s Church: not available  / St Robert’s Church: £515.17 

 

Diocesan Gift Aid Scheme 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to 

the parish?  The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a govern-

ment sponsored scheme whereby registered charities can 
receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the donations made by UK taxpay-

ers.  The diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is registered to take ad-

vantage of this scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If you are a UK 

taxpayer and are not already a member of the Gift Aid Donation 

Scheme we would be most grateful if you would consider joining it.  

Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Advent Alms 2022  

“This Advent, we once again hope to call upon your gen-

erosity to help us to raise funds to purchase a newer 

vehicle for our two nursing homes.  Your support will 

allow us to offer more regular outings throughout the 

year, ensuring our residents’ lives remain as varied as possible, with the 

fresh air and change of scenery offering no end of 

benefits for good mental health.  We appreciate 

this winter will be difficult for many and urge you 

only support us if you are able to do so. Thank you.  My very best wish-

es, Moira Ashman, CEO St Cuthbert’s Care”.  Total so far raised at St 

Robert’s Church is £500.40.  Total for St Bede’s is not available yet. 

 

Praying during Advent 

If you have a smartphone you can scan this QR code 

with your camera app and you will be taken to a web-

site that gives online prayers for each day of advent as 

well as so much more spiritual Advent resources.  

This is a great resource for Advent. 

 

Diocesan Reflections for Advent 

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission have produced a series 

of reflections on the readings used throughout Ad-

vent preparations. The reflections have been written by members 

of the Diocese and offer an opportunity to pause and reflect. The 

reflections for the third and fourth weeks of Advent can be down-

loaded from bit.ly/DHNAdvent2022 or by searching for 

#DHNAdvent2022 on Facebook.  

 

CAFOD Reflections for Advent 

CAFOD provide reflections for Advent.  You can 

sign up for daily emails by going to CAFOD web-

site’s Home Page and clicking on “Pray this Advent”. 
 

YMT Advent Reflections 

The Diocesan Youth Ministry Team have prepared a series of video 

reflections for Advent and these are available on their Facebook page 

or on YouTube  www.youtube.com/@life2dfull 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word during the 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

at St Bede’s Church and at the 9am 

Mass at St Robert’s Church on a 

Sunday,  We invite all children of first 

or primary school age to come for-

ward when called, to make their way with all other children attending. 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

As Christmas is to be celebrated on a Sunday this year, the Mass Times 

for Christmas will be the normal Sunday Mass Times … 5.30pm Vigil at 

St Bede’s Church and 9am and 11am Masses at St Robert’s Church. 

 

St Robert’s 3 C’s 

The meeting on Monday 12th December will be our last meeting of 

2022, so why not come along and join us, for a Cuppa, Chat and Con-

versation with God and there might even be a few Christmas songs and 

mince pies for good measure.  All welcome.  

 

Celebrating First Confession 

First Confessions will be celebrated at 6pm on Wednesday 

14th December at St Bede’s Church and 6pm on Thursday 

15th December at St Robert’s Church.  Please pray for the 

children as they get ready for this great moment. 

 

URGENT - Safeguarding Paperwork - URGENT 

A number of ‘Safeguarding Renewal Packs’ were sent out to St Robert’s 

Parishioners some weeks ago, as DBS renewal is due in the new year, 
and our Safeguarding reps are asking for the return of this paperwork 

as soon as possible.  The forms were sent out so that renewal could be 

completed before your DBS runs out.  If they are not retuned this 

week, your renewal may be late arriving or you may have to stand 

down from your role until your DBS is renewed.  If there is a problem 

with the paperwork or if you have decided not to continue in your 

ministry for which you have a DBS, it is important that you inform Fr 

Peter and the Parish Safeguarding reps - Anne Dawes and Mary Beaton 

- as soon as possible, so we can inform the Diocesan Safeguarding Of-

fice. 

 

Pope St John Paul II Award 

St Robert’s Parish needs a new Parish Coordinator for the 

St John Paul II Award.  Full information about the award is 

on https://thepopejohnpauliiaward.com/hexham-and-

newcastle/  Any young person aged 16-18 years of age may take part in 

this award scheme and there are four grades beginning with the Bronze 

Award.  If any adult is willing to be an active link with the diocesan or-

ganisers and any young people from St Robert’s Parish, who wish to 

take on this challenge, please contact Fr Peter.  If any young people are 

interested in taking part in this award please contact Fr Peter.  

 

St Robert’s SVP  Meeting 

The Next meeting of St Robert’s SVP will be at 7.30pm 

on Wednesday 4th January 2023.  
 

St Robert’s SVP Help and Support 
Do you know of anyone in our community who is in financial 

need or might need a little more support, company or just 

someone to talk to?  Someone who may, at times, need help with 

things?  Please let us know and we can contact them.  Or you can give 

them the phone number so they can contact us,  01670 517829 - 

Eileen or Gerry Harber.  
 

Do you have a spare carpet? 

The SVP have a need for a living room carpet 5m x 4m for a family they 

are visiting. If anyone has one they could donate please contact Gerry 

Harber - Tel 517829. Thank you. 
 

Sycamore Course 
The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

5th December at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church 

Hall.  Sycamore: - Session 12 on Creation, Fall, Redemption (The good-

ness of creation; Suffering and sin and The gift of salvation).  This is the 

last session before Christmas, and we will resume on Monday 16th 

January 2023. 
 

Bonus Ball 

Week 10 winners were Anne Wilson and Tilly & Xander Beaton with 

number 23.  Congratulations to them and to all our winners over the 

last 10 weeks. 99 Bonus Balls were sold and we had 16 winners (there 

were 4 numbers that had not been sold on the second sheet). Making 

£400 paid out in prizes. Therefore, £590 was the balance but because of 

the generosity of some of the winners, donating their winnings, the 

total raised was £665. Thank you everyone for taking part and we look 

forward to your support in the New Year. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40life2dfull%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2XlDJe9ZLiwpwyx08oYHmEy8KNUVhZ8v0tlINGgIga4-y_x2wzeTubkjM&h=AT28XF-Eqzr5y-cCohzO7SYEupj1ZJRTUGI5OFz8147DmGLjpeHlhOGWzzhvevrugzuFeb8sZyI6uU3Ct5DvMRc-r_aDjWsxDH2w-kW_YMJ


School Masses 

St Bede’s Primary School will be joining us for 10am Mass on Wednes-

day 21st December and St Robert’s First School will be joining us for 

Mass on Thursday 22nd December. 

 

Admissions to Schools for 2023 

For prospective parents in our parishes looking for Admissions into 

either St Robert’s First School or St Bede’s Primary School, the 

“admissions portal” for September 2023 Reception places is now open 

on the Northumberland County Website under “Reception entry appli-

cations”.  It closes on 15th January 2023 and any applications must be 

made by then. 

 

Schools Admissions Consultation 

All schools in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle are consulting on 

their admissions arrangements for 2024-25 including St Bede’s Primary 

and St Robert’s First School, as part of the Bishop Bewick Catholic 

Education Trust.  The consultations will run for a minimum of six 

weeks between 5th December 2022 and 27th January 2023.  For more 

information, go to the Diocesan Website where you find all information 
on Admissions, and click on the appropriate schools.  For further infor-

mation if needed, please contact the Diocesan Education Offices,  

email: education@diocesehn.org.uk or Tel: 0191 243 3313. 

 

Parish Boundaries 

A Diocesan Boundaries Committee was established by Bishop Robert 

Byrne to support the process of mapping parish boundaries across the 

Diocese.  This led to a period of consultation with parishes, schools and 

the Council of Priests.  On 2nd December 2022 Bishop Robert issued a 

decree for each parish in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, clear-

ly establishing its boundaries.  In addition to the various canonical and 

pastoral reasons for having clear boundaries for each parish, the maps 

produced will assist our Diocesan schools with the implementation of 

their admission guidance and where necessary former parish bounda-

ries (for amalgamated parishes) are shown where a school admissions 

policy requires this.  The Boundaries of all parishes can be found here 

…. https://diocesehn.org.uk/parishes-partnerships/parish-boundaries/  

Our Parishes also have a copy of each Parish map. 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Baptism preparation Meeting will be held on 

12th January at St Robert’s Church Hall.  Parents seek-

ing a baby's / child’s baptism are asked to speak to Fr 

Peter or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sun-

day morning Mass to make arrangements to attend this 

meeting.  For Baptism in one of our Churches, parents 

should live within the Parish Boundaries and be attending Mass regularly 

in one of our churches. 
 

Can you support the Peoples Kitchen? 

Last Call.  Thank you for the generous support given 

already to cover the cost of a meal on Christmas Day 

for a homeless person (£5 per meal). If you wish to 

support this very worthy cause then please give your 

donation to Anne Beattie at the 9am Mass or Elizabeth Dixon at the 

11am Mass today (or contact Elizabeth 516584) Thank you. 
 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

We livestream our Sunday 9am Mass from St 

Robert’s on YouTube every week and we 

also livestream the 10am Mass on a Tuesday 

and Thursday whenever possible.  Use this 

link to be able to watch the Masses live or at 

a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   

We are always looking for people who might be able to assist with the 

tablet and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult 

and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you are able to help 

at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or 

Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 
 

Divine Mercy Devotions 

Please note that Divine Mercy Devotions are no longer 

prayed in Church on a Thursday evening, but held privately 

until the weather warms up a bit.  For further information 

please contact David or Gail Swift. 

 

Extra Counters 

Many thanks for the response to the appeal last week 

for extra counters at St Robert's.  We now have four 

teams each with three members.  Please remember that 

if you are unable to attend, it is your job to find some-

one to replace you and not just presume that someone 

will do it for you! 

Is it possible that we can resume our Counting Teams at St 

Bede’s?  We really need nine people to be able to provide three 

teams.  Ideally there should be three on each team so that if one is una-

ble to attend, the other two can still be present.  There should never 

be just one counter alone on a counting team according to diocesan 

guidelines, for personal safety, security and transparency reasons.  Vol-

unteers must be available midweek during the day for this role.  Coun-

ters at St Bede’s normally met on a Saturday evening after the Vigil 

Mass.  Is this possible to start up once again please? 
 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available after the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass.  Please come along and join in.  Tea and Coffee has also resumed 

after the 11am Mass on the first Sunday of the month.  Many thanks to 

those who have offered to do this.  If anyone else is willing to get in-

volved please let us know.   

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Church Halls at both Morpeth and Bedlington are available for 

booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  Please contact the parish 

office for further information.  If any regular groups want to use the hall 

outside their usual times, please always check the diary with the Parish 

Office, just to make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear 

for your use. 
 

Rotas 

Please note that if you are unable to fulfil your role - Reader, Minister, 

Counter, Welcomer, Altar Server, etc - for whatever reason, please 

arrange your own replacement.  Its good also to let Fr Peter know!  

There have been a few instances recently when people have failed to 

turn up and have not found a replacement in advance. 
 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Until 31st January 2023, every donation made to Mary’s 

Meals will be matched by the Double The Love appeal, 

up to £1.5 million.   Thanks to a group of generous 

supporters, your kindness will go even further at this 

critical time. In a world devastated by conflict, food 

insecurity and the cost of living crisis, bringing new 

hope to desperately hungry children with our life-

changing school meals has never been more important.   Your generosi-

ty is giving children hope for a brighter future.  Together, through Dou-

ble The Love, we can transform the lives of many more desperately 

hungry children waiting for Mary’s Meals.  Because of this new initiative 

£15.90 will now feed two children for a whole school 

year.  If you are able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to 

Mary’s Meals, please log on to their website 

www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a section on their 

website where you can buy Christmas Cards or buy gifts 

to feed children at Christmastime. 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make donations of 
food for those less fortunate than ourselves.  We collect for both local 

foodbanks and for refugees and asylum seekers supported by the dioce-

san Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the Matthew Project 

at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice and Peace Group; and one for 

each at St Robert’s Church.  If you can support, it would be greatly 

appreciated.  If you can help with any of the following items, please 

leave in the box in the Church porch.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Open House at St Bede’s 

Open House, at St Bede’s Parish, is to close on TUESDAY [13th Decem-

ber].  This has been running for many years and so we offer our thanks 

to the many helpers who have given of their time and energy over many 

years running Open House.  Thank You very much to everyone who 

has been involved.   

 

 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2022 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations:  We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development find 

people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 10th December  
Our Lady of Loreto 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Paul McCole  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: John and Catherine McGinn 

Sunday 11th December 

Third Sunday Advent [A] 
9am Mass: People of the Parish  

11am Mass: Cole Family Intentions  

 

Monday 12th December 
Our Lady of Guadeloupe 

10am Requiem Mass: Marilyn Barker 
Followed by Cremation at Northumberland Crematorium 

No Mass 

Tuesday 13th December 
St Lucy 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Intentions of Fr Peter (AB) 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 14th December 
St John of the Cross 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Maureen Goonan 

Thursday 15th December 

Weekday of Advent 
9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Cecil Walker 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Friday 16th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Dcd Mbrs of Monaghan Family  

Saturday 17th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Douglas D’Netto (BMcC) 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 18th December 

Fourth Sunday Advent [A] 
9am Mass: Michael Lillico  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor: Volunteers Wanted 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are looking for volunteers to help 

throughout the Home (e.g. helping with residents’ activities, administra-

tion duties, fundraising and other various duties).  If you are interested 

and would like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or Mother Deirdre 

at St Joseph’s Home on  0191 273 1279 for further details. 

Fundraising:  David and Theresa O'Neill ask you to support their 

fundraising for the Sisters through their collections of stamps, foreign 

currency, old or broken gold & silver & military medals. To date they 

have raised over £15,500 by these means.   If you can help, contact 

them at: David & Theresa O'Neill, 34 Morston Drive, Newcastle upon 

Tyne NE15 7RZ   0191 264 5771, Email: david-oneill3@sky.com  

 

CAFOD World Gifts 

The World Gifts Catalogues are now available at the back of Church.  

You can use this catalogue to buy gifts, in the 

name of a loved relative or friend, which will 

benefit someone living in poorer parts of the 

world.  You can also go online to CAFOD to 

do the same. 
 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us. 

 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent 

vacancies: 

• Parish Secretary, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street – 16 hours per 

week, Closing date for applications: 19th December 

• Cleaner, St Cuthbert, North Shields - 3 hours per week, Clos-

ing date for applications: 20th December  

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact  0191 

243 3301 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

The Pilgrimage to Lourdes is in urgent need of help to 

enable next years pilgrimage to go ahead.  Covid has hit 

the pilgrimage hard and the numbers of nurses, and 

helpers coming forward is not enough to enable the full 

pilgrimage to go ahead.  Can you help the Pilgrimage to 

Lourdes next year or know of someone who can?  

They need nurses, healthcare assistants, doctors and 

volunteers to provide care to the assisted pilgrims who 

travel with us. Previous helpers have found it is a re-

warding and spiritually uplifting week.  The Pilgrimage hopes to travel on 

Friday 28th July 2023.  If you would like to find out more information 

please email lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  …  

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  

 

Being a Volunteer 

In our busy lives, volunteering can feel like something that is just too 

difficult to fit in.  But if we all made a small amount of time each month 

to volunteer for a charitable cause, even for your parish, the world 

would obviously be a much better place.  This month Pope Francis tells 
us, “Being a volunteer who helps others is a choice that makes us free; it 

opens us to other people’s needs — to the demands of justice, to the 

defence of the poor, to the care of creation.  It means being artisans of 

mercy: with our hands, with our eyes, with our attentive ears, with our 

closeness.”  This month Pope Francis invites us to join in his prayer, 

“….That volunteer not-for-profit and human development organizations 

may find people willing to commit themselves to the common good and 

ceaselessly seek out new paths of international cooperation.” 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or 

afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.   We pray for 

world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their 

choices.    We pray for the world that in this mo-

ment of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our 

brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your 

ways so that peace and justice become a reality for 

the people of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen. 


