
Our Nativity scenes show Mary smiling fondly at the newborn baby Jesus and Joseph 

looking protective and relaxed as though bringing up the Son of God might be the most 

normal thing in the world.  The couple look like they have slipped into the history books 

with the greatest of ease, but nothing could be further from the truth.   

 

Without the benefit of hindsight, things must have felt 

very different.  Mary was taking terrible risks by saying 

'yes' to God's plan, yet without her agreement the his-

tory of salvation would have looked very different.  Jo-

seph's agreement to God's plan was of equal im-

portance.  Without Joseph, Mary would have had no 

one to support her.  Without Joseph, Mary would not 

even have been accepted.  Without Joseph, Jesus would 

have had no family in which to grow up.  It is a tribute 

to Mary and Joseph’s faith that they were prepared to 

accept what was being asked of them ….. without the 

faintest idea of where God's plan might take them. 

 

The interesting lesson to learn is that what might originally seemed to have been difficult 

demands on the couple, turned out to be gifts of hope and joy and love, not in a ‘happy 

ever after’ kind of way, but in a ‘lasting fulfilment’ kind of way.  

 

We too are part of God's plan. We too have a part to play in leaving the world a better 

place than we found it.  The challenge is to discover what God is asking us to do, and to 

say 'Count me in' to his plan wherever that plan might take us. 

Sunday 18th December 2022 - Fourth Sunday of Advent [A] 
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Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked 

to pray for: Openness to the Word of God; 

Migrants and Refugees; Expectant Mothers. 

Please pray for those we know who are unwell, 

as well as the many who have no one to pray 

for them; for those in hospital and for all under-

going treatment for serious illnesses.  We pray 

for all who have died recently; including Elizabeth James [Bedlington] 

whose Funeral Service will be celebrated on Thursday 22nd December 

at 1pm at Cowpen Crematorium, Blyth; and for all whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections 

St Bede’s - Saturday 3rd December - £188.86  

St Bede’s - Saturday 10th December - £142.00 

St Robert’s - Sunday 11th December -  £428.83  

 
Diocesan Gift Aid Scheme 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the 

donations made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham 

and Newcastle is registered to take advantage of this 

scheme and we benefit greatly from it.  If you are a UK 

taxpayer and are not already a member of the Gift Aid Donation 

Scheme we would be most grateful if you would consider joining it.  

Please contact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our Parish Secretary. 

 

Advent Alms 2022  

Many thanks to everyone who has donated to 

the Advent Alms Appel for St Cuthbert’s Care, 

who this year are appealing for funds to buy  

new vehicles so that they can take residents of 

their two Nursing and Care Homes on trips away.  The 

total so far raised is £665.30 at St Robert’s Church and 

£234.75 at St Bede’s.   

 

Praying during Advent 

As we come to the last week of Advent it is not too 

late to use this app that gives online prayers for each 

day of advent as well as so much more spiritual Ad-

vent resources.  This is a great resource for Advent. 

 

Diocesan Reflections for Advent 

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission have produced a series 

of reflections on the readings used throughout Ad-

vent preparations. The reflections have been written by members 

of the Diocese and offer an opportunity to pause and reflect. The 

reflections for the third and fourth weeks of Advent can be down-

loaded from bit.ly/DHNAdvent2022 or by searching for 

#DHNAdvent2022 on Facebook.  

 

CAFOD Reflections for Advent 

CAFOD provide reflections for Advent.  You can 

sign up for daily emails by going to CAFOD web-

site’s Home Page and clicking on “Pray this Advent”. 

 

YMT Advent Reflections 

The Diocesan Youth Ministry Team have prepared a series of video 

reflections for Advent and these are available on their Facebook page 

or on YouTube  www.youtube.com/@life2dfull 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word this 

weekend during the 5.30pm Vigil Mass at St 

Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass at St Robert’s 
Church on a Sunday,   Please note we will have a two week break to 

give our leaders a break over Christmas and New Year. 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

As Christmas is to be celebrated next Sunday, the Mass 

Times for Christmas will be the normal Sunday Mass 

Times … 5.30pm Vigil at St Bede’s Church and 9am and 

11am Masses at St Robert’s Church. 

 

URGENT - Safeguarding Paperwork - URGENT 

A number of ‘Safeguarding Renewal Packs’ were sent out to St Robert’s 

Parishioners some weeks ago, as DBS renewal is due in the new year, 

and our Safeguarding reps are asking for the return of this paperwork 

as soon as possible.  The forms were sent out so that renewal could be 

completed before your DBS runs out.  If they are not returned this 

week, your renewal may be late arriving and you may have to stand 

down from your role until your DBS is renewed.  If there is a problem 

with the paperwork or if you have decided not to continue in your 

ministry for which you have a DBS, it is important that you inform Fr 

Peter and the Parish Safeguarding representative - Mary Beaton - as 

soon as possible, so we can inform the Diocesan Safeguarding Office. 

 

Pope St John Paul II Award 

St Robert’s Parish needs a new Parish Coordinator for the St John Paul 

II Award.  Full information about the award is on https://

thepopejohnpauliiaward.com/hexham-and-newcastle/  

Any young person aged 16-18 years of age may take part 

in this award scheme and there are four grades begin-

ning with the Bronze Award.  If any adult is willing to be an active link 
with the diocesan organisers and any young people from St Robert’s 

Parish, who wish to take on this challenge, please contact Fr Peter.  If 

any young people are interested in taking part in this award please con-

tact Fr Peter.  

 

St Robert’s SVP  Meeting 

The next meeting of St Robert’s SVP will be at 7.30pm 

on Wednesday 4th January 2023.  

 

St Robert’s SVP Help and Support 

Do you know of anyone in our community who is in financial 

need or might need a little more support, company or just 

someone to talk to?  Someone who may, at times, need help with 

things?  Please let us know and we can contact them.  Or you can give 

them the phone number so they can contact us,  01670 517829 - 

Eileen or Gerry Harber.  

 

From St Bede’s SVP 

There have been many charitable appeals of late - all worthy causes. 

There is an economic crisis affecting all our families.  Despite everything 

that is going on around us, the generosity of our parishioners has been 

remarkable.  We cannot thank you enough.  As a result, aid is now 

being delivered to many worthy causes at home and abroad.  We would 

like to wish everyone a happy, holy and peaceful Christmas 

 

Supporting The Peoples Kitchen 

Many thanks to everyone who responded to the call to 

help with the Peoples Kitchen.  The total for the dona-

tions received came to £335 which is enough for 67 

Meals.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

16th January at 7pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church all.   

 

Counting Teams 

Is it possible that we can resume our Counting Teams 

at St Bede’s?  We really need nine people to be able to pro-

vide three teams.  Ideally there should be three on each team 

so that if one is unable to attend, the other two can still be 
present.  There should never be just one counter alone on a count-

ing team according to diocesan guidelines, for personal safety, security 

and transparency reasons.  There were a couple of people volunteering 

last week but not enough to fulfil above requirements.  Counters at St 

Bede’s normally met on a Saturday evening after the Vigil Mass, but it 

could be done aqt other times.  Is this possible to start up once again 

please? 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next Baptism preparation Meeting will be held on 12th January at St 

Robert’s Church Hall.  Parents are asked to speak to Fr Peter or Dea-

con Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Mass to make ar-

rangements to attend this meeting.  For Baptism in one of our Church-

es, parents should live within the Parish Boundaries and be attending 

Mass regularly in one of our churches. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40life2dfull%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2XlDJe9ZLiwpwyx08oYHmEy8KNUVhZ8v0tlINGgIga4-y_x2wzeTubkjM&h=AT28XF-Eqzr5y-cCohzO7SYEupj1ZJRTUGI5OFz8147DmGLjpeHlhOGWzzhvevrugzuFeb8sZyI6uU3Ct5DvMRc-r_aDjWsxDH2w-kW_YMJ


Admissions to Schools for 2023 

For prospective parents in our parishes looking for Admissions into 

either St Robert’s First School or St Bede’s Primary School, the 

“admissions portal” for September 2023 Reception places is now open 

on the Northumberland County Website under “Reception entry appli-

cations”.  It closes on 15th January 2023 and any applications must be 

made by then. 

 

Schools Admissions Consultation 

All schools in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle are consulting on 

their admissions arrangements for 2024-25 including St Bede’s Primary 

and St Robert’s First School, as part of the Bishop Bewick Catholic 

Education Trust.  The consultations will run for a minimum of six 

weeks between 5th December 2022 and 27th January 2023.  For more 

information, go to the Diocesan Website where you find all information 

on Admissions, and click on the appropriate schools.  For further infor-

mation if needed, please contact the Diocesan Education Offices,  

email: education@diocesehn.org.uk or Tel: 0191 243 3313. 

 

Parish Boundaries 
A Diocesan Boundaries Committee was established by Bishop Robert 

Byrne to support the process of mapping parish boundaries across the 

Diocese.  This led to a period of consultation with parishes, schools and 

the Council of Priests.  On 2nd December 2022 Bishop Robert issued a 

decree for each parish in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, clear-

ly establishing its boundaries.  In addition to the various canonical and 

pastoral reasons for having clear boundaries for each parish, the maps 

produced will assist our Diocesan schools with the implementation of 

their admission guidance and where necessary former parish bounda-

ries (for amalgamated parishes) are shown where a school admissions 

policy requires this.  The Boundaries of all parishes can be found here 

…. https://diocesehn.org.uk/parishes-partnerships/parish-boundaries/  

Our Parishes also have a copy of each Parish map. 

 

Our Diocesan Bishop 

On Monday 12th December we were informed that the Holy Father 

had accepted the resignation of Bishop Robert Byrne as Bishop of Hex-

ham and Newcastle.  Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of 

Liverpool has been appointed as the Apostolic Administrator of Hex-

ham and Newcastle Diocese until such time as a new Bishop is appoint-

ed by the Holy Father Pope Francis.  A letter from Bishop Robert is 

available on the Diocesan Website, www.rcdhn.org.uk 

 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Church Halls at both Morpeth and Bedlington are available for 

booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  Please contact the parish 

office for further information.  If any regular groups want to use the hall 

outside their usual times, please always check the diary with the Parish 

Office, just to make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear 

for your use. 

 

Rotas 

Please note that if you are unable to fulfil your role - Reader, Minister, 

Counter, Welcomer, Altar Server, etc - for whatever reason, please 

arrange your own replacement.  Its good also to let Fr Peter know!   

 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

We livestream our Sunday 9am Mass from St 

Robert’s on YouTube every week and we also 

livestream the 10am Mass on a Tuesday and 
Thursday whenever possible.  Use this link to be 

able to watch the Masses live or at a later time ... 

http://bit.ly/StRobert   

We are always looking for people who might be able to assist with the 

tablet and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult 

and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you 

are able to help at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 

10am Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr 

Peter know as soon as possible. 

 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available after the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass each weekend, except next week when we celebrate Christmas 

Masses - so were not serving on Saturday after the Christmas Vigil nor 

on Sunday after the 9am Mass. 

Crib Donations 

Throughout the Christmas Season there will be a basket at the Crib for 

donations which will go to the Friends of the Holy Land to support the 

work the FHL do with families and people living in the Holy Land.  FHL 

writes “It is often overlooked that the current troubles in 

the Holy Land have continued for 55 years, and some 

would say longer.  As a result, the Christian population in 

Palestine is now less than 1% and only slightly higher in 

Israel.  The congregation of our Mother Church dwindles, 

and the Holy sites are in danger of becoming museums. I 

ask you to please support our brothers and sisters so they 

may remain in the Holy Land.  Friends of the Holy Land is a small charity with 

a large ambition - to help our brothers and sisters in the founding communi-

ties of our faith to remain and to give them HOPE.  As well as being regis-

tered as a charity in the UK, we are also registered as a charity in the Holy 

Land. This means we can maintain an office there and have our own bank 

account so can provide instant, direct, practical help to the most needy and 

vulnerable of our Christian brothers and sisters. So many are reliant on pil-

grimages and tourism that the community as a whole has barely survived the 

last two years. Our small office team on the ground and local volunteers have 
been inundated with requests for help. Unfortunately, we 

have not been able to help everyone, however deserving 

their request.  So, as we look to 2023 with pilgrimages only 

slowly returning, contributions from your parishioners, by 

way of Crib Offerings, for the most needy in Bethlehem 

would be greatly appreciated. Let us not allow the light of 

the Christian faith in the Holy Land to be extinguished”. 

 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Until 31st January 2023, every donation made to Mary’s 

Meals will be matched by the Double The Love appeal, 

up to £1.5 million.   Thanks to a group of generous sup-

porters, your kindness will go even further at this critical 

time. In a world devastated by conflict, food insecurity 

and the cost of living crisis, bringing new hope to des-

perately hungry children with our life-changing school 

meals has never been more important.   Your generosity is giving chil-

dren hope for a brighter future.  Together, through Double The Love, 

we can transform the lives of many more desperately 

hungry children waiting for Mary’s Meals.  Because of 

this new initiative £15.90 will now feed two children 

for a whole school year.  If you are able to set up a 

monthly Direct Debit to Mary’s Meals, please log on to 

their website www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a 

section on their website where you can buy Christmas Cards or buy 

gifts to feed children at Christmastime. 

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make 

donations of food for those less fortunate than our-

selves.  We collect for both local foodbanks and for 

refugees and asylum seekers supported by the diocesan 

Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the Mat-

thew Project at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice 

and Peace Group; and one for each at St Robert’s 

Church.  If you can support, it would be greatly appreci-

ated.  If you can help with any of the following items, 

please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Thank you 

for your support. 

 
Little Sisters of the Poor: Volunteers Wanted 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are looking for volun-

teers to help throughout the Home (e.g. helping with 

residents’ activities, administration duties, fundraising 

and other various duties).  If you are interested and 

would like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or 

Mother Deirdre at St Joseph’s Home on  0191 273 

1279 for further details. 

Fundraising:  David and Theresa O'Neill ask you to support their 

fundraising for the Sisters through their collections of stamps, foreign 

currency, old or broken gold & silver & military medals. To date they 

have raised over £15,500 by these means.   If you can help, contact 

them at: David & Theresa O'Neill, 34 Morston Drive, Newcastle upon 

Tyne NE15 7RZ   0191 264 5771, Email: david-oneill3@sky.com  

 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2022 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations:  We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human devel-

opment find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 17th December  
Weekday of Advent 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Douglas D’Netto (BMcC) 

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish  

Sunday 18th December 

Fourth Sunday Advent [A] 
9am Mass: Michael Lillico  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 19th December 
Weekday of Advent 

 9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: James Craik  

Tuesday 20th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: George Beattie & Thomas Foster Beattie 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 21st December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Craik and Freel families 

Thursday 22nd December 

Weekday of Advent 
9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Dorothy Marr  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

1.00pm Funeral Service of Betty James 
[at Cowpen Crematorium] 

Friday 23rd December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: John Mills  

Saturday 24th December 
Weekday of Advent 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Douglas D’Netto  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

 

Saturday 24th December 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 5.30pm Christmas Vigil Mass:   

                                            People of the Parish 

Sunday 25th December 

The Nativity of the Lord 
9am Mass: People of the Parish 

11am Mass: Private Intention (PS)  

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us. 

 

Diocesan Vacancies 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following permanent 

vacancies: 

• Parish Secretary, St Cuthbert, Chester le Street – 16 hours per 

week, Closing date for applications: 19th December 

• Cleaner, St Cuthbert, North Shields - 3 hours per week, Clos-

ing date for applications: 20th December  

Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact  0191 

243 3301 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

The Pilgrimage to Lourdes is in urgent need of help to ena-

ble next years pilgrimage to go ahead.  Covid has hit the 

pilgrimage hard and the numbers of nurses, and helpers 

coming forward is not enough to enable the full pilgrimage 

to go ahead.  Can you help the Pilgrimage to Lourdes next 

year or know of someone who can?  They need nurses, 

healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to provide care to the 

assisted pilgrims who travel with us. Previous helpers have found it is a 

rewarding and spiritually uplifting week.  The Pilgrimage hopes to travel 

on Friday 28th July 2023.  If you would like to find out more information 
please email lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  

…  www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  

Being a Volunteer 

In our busy lives, volunteering can feel like something that is just too 

difficult to fit in.  But if we all made a small amount of time each month 

to volunteer for a charitable cause, even for your parish, the world 

would obviously be a much better place.  This month Pope Francis tells 

us, “Being a volunteer who helps others is a choice that makes us free; it 

opens us to other people’s needs — to the demands of justice, to the 

defence of the poor, to the care of creation.  It means being artisans of 

mercy: with our hands, with our eyes, with our attentive ears, with our 

closeness.”  This month Pope Francis invites us to join in his prayer, 

“….That volunteer not-for-profit and human development organizations 

may find people willing to commit themselves to the common good and 

ceaselessly seek out new paths of international cooperation.” 

 

CAFOD’s Prayer for Ukraine 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or 

afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.   We pray for 

world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their 

choices.    We pray for the world that in this moment of crisis, we may 

reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.  May we walk 
in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality for the people of 

Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine from Canterbury and York 

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today.  We 

pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  We pray for all those 

who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to 

them.  We pray for those with power over war or peace, for wisdom,  

discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.  Above all, we  

pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would 

hold and protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of  

Peace. Amen. 


