
Change is a difficult notion for most of us. Like the Pharisees and Sadducees we probably think we 

are okay just the way we are. In our youth we might have had a go at some ‘character building’ but 

as we age we tend to hope that others will accept us warts and all. Then along comes John the Bap-

tist with his Advent message “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” It seems that 

staying just the way we are is not an option. 

 

‘Repentance’ is an unfashionable word, but it simply means a ‘change of 

direction’. It also implies that we should be sorry for our old way of life. 

But as John points out, saying ‘sorry’ isn’t enough. We must be able to 

provide the proof of the pudding. Lip service is all too easy. Saying that 

we are sorry and that we want to change is good start, but unless we 

put any practical provision into place, our good intentions are going to 

remain exactly that.... good intentions. 

 

John gives us a piece of very helpful advice for making our good intentions fruitful. In preparing a 

way for Christ in our lives we must “Make straight his paths.” That means identifying the obstacles 

that have prevented us from getting things right in the past and removing them. If for instance our 

change of heart means giving more money to the poor we will first have to identify what has 

stopped us doing that in the past. If our change of heart involves spending more time with an elder-

ly relative we must first delegate some of the work that keeps us from doing that in the here and 

now. If a character trait such as shyness, laziness or prejudice get in the way of things we would like 

to do, then perhaps now is a good time to devise some strategies that will help make change possi-

ble. 

 

If we are serious about wanting to change, John has more advice to offer. “There is one who is 

more powerful who is coming after me. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” With the best 

will in the world our own lack of willpower can prevent us from realising our good intentions. This 

is where the Holy Spirit can help us. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to give us the vision and the 

will to produce the proof of the pudding. 

Sunday 4th December 2022 - Second Sunday of Advent [A] 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishes of the St Benet Biscop Partnership, Northumberland 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 

Parish Priest:  Reverend Father Peter J Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth, NE61 1QF 

01670 513410 | morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk | peterjstott@aol.com 

 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS  | 01670 823258 | bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 

 

Parish Secretary: Mary Carter  

Office Hours | Tuesday and Thursday, 9.30am—3.30pm at St Robert’s | Wednesday, 9am – 5.30pm at St Bede’s 

 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com | www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk | Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

Please take this Newsletter home with you, so that you know what's happening in your parish this week 



At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to 

pray for: Openness to the Word of God; Migrants 

and Refugees; Expectant Mothers. Please pray for 

those we know who are unwell, as well as the many 

who have no one to pray for them; for those in 

hospital; for all who have died recently; including 

Douglas D’Netto [Dacre Street, Morpeth] who 

died on Sunday and whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated at 10am on Monday 5th December at St Robert’s Church, 

followed by Burial at Fairmoor Cemetery; Marilyn Barker [Caldburne 

Drive, Morpeth] who died recently, whose Requiem Mass will be cele-

brated at 10am on Monday 12th December at St Robert’s Church, 

followed by Cremation at Northumberland Crematorium at Bocken-

field; and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Church Collections - 26th / 27th November  

St Bede’s Church: £183.50 / St Robert’s Church: £658.44  

 

Finance Committee Meetings 

A meeting will be held in the near future of St Robert’s Finance Com-
mittee, as it is quite some time since we last met.  Watch this space! 

 

Diocesan Gift Aid Scheme 

Do you pay tax and do you make a regular donations to the parish?  

The Gift Aid Donation Scheme is a government sponsored scheme 

whereby registered charities can receive a ‘cashback’ of 25% of all the 

donations made by UK taxpayers.  The diocese of Hexham and New-

castle is registered to take advantage of this scheme and we benefit 

greatly from it.  If you are a UK taxpayer and 

are not already a member of the Gift Aid 

Donation Scheme we would be most grateful 

if you would consider joining it.  Please con-

tact Peter Smith at St Roberts or Mary, our 

Parish Secretary. 

 

Children's Liturgy of the Word 

We have Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 5.30pm Vigil Mass 

at St Bede’s Church and at the 9am Mass 

at St Robert’s Church on a Sunday,  We 

invite all children of first or primary school 

age to come forward when called, to make 

their way with all other children attending. 

 

Christmas Piety Sale 

There will be a Christmas Piety Sale at St Robert’s Church Hall TO-

DAY, Sunday 4th December, after both 9am and 11am Mass. 

 

Bonus Ball  

The winners of Week 9's Bonus Ball were Carol Gregory 

and Heather Smith with number 11. Congratulations.  Just 

one more week to go. 

 

Catholic Women's League Lunch 

On Thursday 8th December, members of the CWL are 

asked to meet at the Black Bull, Bridge Street, Morpeth, at 

12.30pm for Christmas Lunch at 1pm. 

 

Notice from Deacon Stephen 

Deacon Stephen would like to say a big thank you to all parishioners for 

their prayers, cards, telephone calls and visits following his stay in hos-
pital and during his ongoing recovery. God bless you all. 

 

Pope St John Paul II Award 

St Robert’s Parish is looking for a new Parish Coordinator for the St 

John Paul II Award.  Full information about the award is on https://

thepopejohnpauliiaward.com/hexham-and-newcastle/  Any young per-

son aged 16-18 years of age may take part in this award scheme and 

there are four grades beginning with the Bronze Award.  If any adult is 

willing to be an active link with the dioce-

san organisers and any young people from 

St Robert’s Parish, who wish to take on 

this challenge, please contact Fr Peter.  If 

any young people are interested in taking 

part in this award please contact Fr Peter.  

 

Preparing for First Confessions 

First Confessions will be celebrated at 6pm on Wednesday 14th Decem-

ber at St Bede’s Church and 6pm on Thursday 15th December at St 

Robert’s Church.  This is always a very poignant moment for the young 

children and for their parents!   We sometimes, unconsciously, down-

play the importance of First Confession, but it is a wonderful sacrament 

when we celebrate God’s love for us, shown to us as he forgives us of 

all our sins.  Please pray for the children as they get ready for this great 

moment. 

 

St Robert’s SVP  Meeting 

The Next meeting of St Robert’s SVP will be at 

7.30pm on Wednesday 7th December. 

 

St Robert’s SVP Help and Support 

Do you know of anyone in our community who is in financial 

need or might need a little more support, company or just 

someone to talk to?  Someone who may, at times, need help with 

things?  Please let us know and we can contact them.  Or you can give 

them the phone number so they can contact us,  01670 517829 - 
Eileen or Gerry Harber.  

 

Sycamore Course 

The next meeting of the Sycamore Course will be next held on Monday 

5th December at 7.00pm in the Upper Room at St Robert’s Church 

Hall.  Sycamore: - Session 11, The Light of Christ, and looking at The 

Christian Creed, The Light of Christ. And The Holy Trinity. 

 

 

 

Advent Alms 2022  

“This Advent, we once again hope to call upon 

your generosity to help us to raise funds to pur-

chase a newer vehicle for our two nursing homes.  

Your support will allow us to offer more regular outings throughout 

the year, ensuring our residents’ lives remain as varied as possible, with 

the fresh air and change of scenery offering no end of benefits for good 

mental health.  We appreciate this winter will be difficult for many and 

urge you only support us if you are able to do 

so. Thank you.  My very best wishes, Moira 

Ashman, CEO St Cuthbert’s Care”  

 

Praying during Advent 

If you have a smartphone you can scan this QR code 

with your camera app and you will be taken to a website 

that gives online prayers for each day of advent as well as 

so much more spiritual Advent resources.  This is a great 

resource for Advent. 

 

Diocesan Reflections for Advent 

The Vicariate for Faith & Mission have produced a series of reflections 

on the readings used throughout our Advent preparations. The reflec-

tions have been written by members of the Diocese and offer an op-

portunity to pause and reflect. The first and second week of Advent 

reflections can be downloaded from bit.ly/DHNAdvent2022  

 

CAFOD Reflections for Advent 

CAFOD provide reflections for Advent.  You can sign up for daily 

emails by going to CAFOD website’s Home Page and clicking on “Pray 

this Advent”. 

 

YMT Advent Reflections 

The Diocesan Youth Ministry Team have prepared a series of video 

reflections for Advent and these are available on their Facebook page 

or on YouTube  www.youtube.com/@life2dfull 

 

Christmas Mass Times 

As Christmas is to be celebrated on a Sunday this year, the Mass Times 

for Christmas will be the normal Sunday Mass Times … 5.30pm Vigil at 
St Bede’s Church and 9am and 11am Masses at St Robert’s Church. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40life2dfull%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2XlDJe9ZLiwpwyx08oYHmEy8KNUVhZ8v0tlINGgIga4-y_x2wzeTubkjM&h=AT28XF-Eqzr5y-cCohzO7SYEupj1ZJRTUGI5OFz8147DmGLjpeHlhOGWzzhvevrugzuFeb8sZyI6uU3Ct5DvMRc-r_aDjWsxDH2w-kW_YMJ


Preparing for Baptism 

The next Meeting will be held in January at St Robert’s Church Hall.  

Parents seeking a baby's / child’s baptism are asked to speak to Fr Peter 

or Deacon Stephen after Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Mass to 

make arrangements to attend this meeting.  For Baptism in one of our 

Churches, parents should live within the Parish Boundaries and be at-

tending Mass regularly in one of our churches. 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2023 

The Pilgrimage to Lourdes is in urgent need of help to enable next 

years pilgrimage to go ahead.  Covid has hit the pilgrim-

age hard and the numbers of nurses, and helpers coming 

forward is not enough to enable the full pilgrimage to go 

ahead.  Can you help the Pilgrimage to Lourdes next year 

or know of someone who can?  They need nurses, 

healthcare assistants, doctors and volunteers to provide 

care to the assisted pilgrims who travel with us. Previous 

helpers have found it is a rewarding and spiritually uplift-

ing week.  The Pilgrimage hopes to travel on Friday 28th 

July 2023.  If you would like to find out more information please email 

lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk or look at the pilgrimage website  …  

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk  
 

Can you support the Peoples Kitchen? 

Can you support the Peoples Kitchen this Christmas?  £5 will cover the 

cost of a meal on Christmas Day for a Homeless person.  If you would 

like to make a donation to this very worthy cause, please put £5 into an 

envelope and mark it ‘Peoples Kitchen’ and 

hand it to Anne Beattie at 9am Mass or Elizabeth 

Dixon at 11am Mass next Sunday or hand it into 

the Presbytery during the week Monday 5th De-

cember until Sunday 11th December.  Thank you.  
 

Livestreaming on YouTube  

We livestream our Sunday 9am Mass from St Robert’s 

on YouTube every week and we also livestream the 

10am Mass on a Tuesday and Thursday whenever 

possible.  Use this link to be able to watch the Masses 

live or at a later time ... http://bit.ly/StRobert   

We are always looking for people who might be able to assist with the 

tablet and laptop control for the livestream of Masses.  It’s not difficult 

and so we wonder if you would be able to help.  If you are able to help 

at the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a Tuesday or 

Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible. 
 

Tea and Coffee After Mass 

We have Tea and Coffee available after the Vigil Mass and after the 9am 

Mass.  Please come along and join in.  Tea and Coffee has also resumed 

after the 11am Mass on the first Sunday of the month - next one is 

December 4th.  Many thanks to those who have offered to do this.  If 

anyone else is willing to get involved please let us know.   
 

Booking our Parish Halls 

Our Church Halls at both Morpeth and Bedlington are available for 

booking for groups.  The rate is £20 an hour.  Please contact the parish 

office for further information.  If any regular groups want to use the hall 

outside their usual times, please always check the diary with the Parish 

Office, just to make sure no one else has booked it and that it is clear 

for your use. 
 

Rotas 

Please. Note that if you are unable to fulfil your role - Reader, Minister, 

Counter, Welcomer etc - for whatever reason, please arrange your 

own replacement.   There have been a few instances recently when 

people have failed to turn up and have not found a replacement in ad-

vance. 
 

Extra Counters at St Robert’s Church 

Father Peter would like a few extra counters to assist 

with the existing counting teams.  Ideally there should 

be three on each team so that if one is unable to at-

tend, the other two can still be present.  There should 

never be just one counter alone on a counting team 

according to diocesan guidelines, for personal safety, 
security and transparency reasons.  Volunteers must be 

available midweek during the day for this role. 

Marys Meals - “Double the Love” 

Until 31st January 2023, every donation made to Mary’s 

Meals will be matched by the Double The Love appeal, 

up to £1.5 million.   Thanks to a group of generous 

supporters, your kindness will go even further at this 

critical time. In a world devastated by conflict, food 

insecurity and the cost of living crisis, bringing new 

hope to desperately hungry children with our life-changing school meals 

has never been more important.   Your generosity is giving chil-

dren hope for a brighter future.  Together, through Double The Love, 

we can transform the lives of many more desperately hungry children 

waiting for Mary’s Meals.  Because of this new initiative 

£15.90 will now feed two children for a whole school 

year.  If you are able to set up a monthly Direct Debit to 

Mary’s Meals, please log on to their website 

www.marysmeals.org/  They also have a section on their 

website where you can buy Christmas Cards or buy gifts 

to feed children at Christmastime. 

 

 
Little Sisters of the Poor: Volunteers Wanted 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are looking for volunteers to help 

throughout the Home (e.g. helping with residents’ activities, administra-

tion duties, fundraising and other various duties).  If you are interested 

and would like to help, please contact Sister Evelyn or Mother Deirdre 

at St Joseph’s Home on  0191 273 1279 for further details. 

Fundraising:  David and Theresa O'Neill ask you to support their 

fundraising for the Sisters through their collections of stamps, foreign 

currency, old or broken gold & silver & military medals. To date they 

have raised over £15,500 by these means.   If you can help, contact 

them at: David & Theresa O'Neill, 34 Morston Drive, Newcastle upon 

Tyne NE15 7RZ   0191 264 5771, Email: david-oneill3@sky.com  

 

Donations for Food Banks and Refugees 

We continue to provide opportunities for you to make 

donations of food for those less fortunate than our-

selves.  We collect for both local foodbanks and for 

refugees and asylum seekers supported by the diocesan 

Justice and Peace Group.  We have one bin for the Mat-

thew Project at St Bede’s and two bins for the Justice 

and Peace Group; and one for each at St Robert’s 

Church.  If you can support, it would be greatly appreci-

ated.  If you can help with any of the following items, 

please leave in the box in the Church porch.  Thank you 

for your support. 

 

Open House at St Bede’s 

Open House, at St Bede’s Parish, is to close on 13th December.  After 

many years offering a warm welcome, time for a chat together, some 

food and a cup of tea for many people, and the beloved game of bingo, 

the Tuesday afternoon club will finish.  We offer our thanks to the 

many helpers who have given of their time and energy over many years 

running Open House.  We are very grateful for the great opportunity 

some of the elderly people of Bedlington have had to come together on 

a Tuesday afternoon, trips out, and listening to the visiting groups who 

have sung and played their instruments, as well as many other great 

opportunities.  Thank You very much to everyone who has been in-

volved. 

 

CAFOD World Gifts 
The World Gifts Catalogues are now available at the 

back of Church.  You can use this catalogue to buy 

gifts, in the name of a loved relative or friend, which 

will benefit someone living in poorer parts of the 

world.  You can also go online to CAFOD to do the 

same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for December 2022 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations:  We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development find 

people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.  

Masses and Intentions this week and next week 
 St Robert of Newminster Church, Morpeth St Bede’s Church, Bedlington 

Saturday 3rd December  
St Francis Xavier 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Father Jim Doherty  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Owen, Dorothy & 

                                               Owen Tomlinson  

Sunday 4th December 

Second Sunday Advent A 
9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone  

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Henry Elijah Robert Oliver   

 

Monday 5th December 
Weekday of Advent 

10.00am Requiem Mass: Douglas D’Netto 
Followed by Burial at Fairmoor 

NO MASS TODAY 

Tuesday 6th December 
St Nicholas 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Marilyn Barker  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

Wednesday 7th December 
St Ambrose 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: John Dymond 

Thursday 8th December 

The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Mass: Alice Waugh  

7pm Divine Mercy Devotions 

NO SERVICE TODAY 

Friday 9th December 
St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10am Service of Word and Communion 

9.25am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

10.00am Mass: Hugo McCusker 

Saturday 10th December 
Our Lady of Loreto 

9.40am The Rosary 

10am Mass: Paul  McCole  

10.30am - 11am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: John and Catherine McGinn 

Sunday 11th December 

Third Sunday Advent A 
9am Mass: People of the Parish  

11am Mass: Cole Family Intentions  

 

St Benet Biscop School Mass 

At the request of the School, the local Partnership priests are celebrat-

ing Masses in St Benet Biscop School in Bedlington.  Fr Peter will be 

there on the afternoon of Thursday 8th December for Mass with some 

of Year 7. 

 

St Robert’s First School at Mass 

Year 1 will be with us for Mass on Thursday 8th December and the 

whole School will be present for Mass on Thursday 22nd December. 

 

St Bede’s Primary School at Mass 

Year 1 will be present with us at St Bede’s Church on Wednesday 7th 

December and the whole school with us on Wednesday 21st Decem-

ber. 

 

Admissions to Schools 

For prospective parents in our parishes looking for Admissions into 

either St Robert’s First School or St Bede’s Primary School, the 

“admissions portal” for September 2023 Reception places is now open 

on the Northumberland County Website under “Reception entry ap-
plications”.  It closes on 15th January 2023 and any applications must be 

made by then. 

 

New Parishioner and Updated Information 

Are you new to the Parish?  Have you completed the “Keeping in 

Touch” form with your details?  Are you a regular parishioner who has 

moved house and need to update your details?  An online form is now 

available to send in your information via https://form.jotform.com/

Fr_Peter/new-parishioner--updated-info or complete one of the 

forms available at Church and send back to us. 

 

The Universe Catholic Weekly 

Please consider taking out a subscription.  Order your Digital 4 weeks 

FREE introductory offer by calling Michelle on  0743 661 7650 or 

email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

 

Feast of The Immaculate Conception 

On Thursday this week, we celebrate the wonderful 

Feast of The Immaculate Conception, the feast that 

tells us that Mary was free from the stain of all sin from 

the moment she was conceived.  Why?  So that when 

the time was right, that she would say Yes to what God 

was asking of her, to become the Mother of God’s Son.  

And when the Angel Gabriel declared that she was to 

bear God’s Son for the whole world, she was prepared 

for the awesome task ahead of her.  And she said Yes 

to what God was asking of her.  Come along to Mass on Thursday at 

10am and celebrate this great Feast and Mary’s ‘Yes’. 

 

Being a Volunteer 

In our busy lives, volunteering can feel like something that is just too 

difficult to fit in.  But if we all made a small amount of time each month 

to volunteer for a charitable cause, even for your parish, the world 

would obviously be a much better place.  This month Pope Francis tells 

us, “Being a volunteer who helps others is a choice that makes us free; it 

opens us to other people’s needs — to the demands of justice, to the 
defence of the poor, to the care of creation. It means being artisans of 

mercy: with our hands, with our eyes, with our attentive ears, with our 

closeness.”  This month Pope Francis invites us to join in his prayer, 

“….That volunteer not-for-profit and human development organizations 

may find people willing to commit themselves to the common good and 

ceaselessly seek out new paths of international cooperation.” 

 

A Prayer for Ukraine 

Loving God, we pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or 

afraid,  that you will be close to them and protect them.   We pray for 

world leaders, for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their 

choices.    We pray for the world that in this moment 

of crisis, we may reach out in solidarity to our broth-

ers and sisters in need.  May we walk in your ways so 

that peace and justice become a reality for the people 

of Ukraine and for all the world.  Amen. 


